CONVICTED BY A MONKRY.

A Woman Accompl c: Sent to Prison for
Life—The Murdered Man Was the Owner
of the Mon ey »~ Convinciny Evidence
Furnished la Court by the Simians,

“Louisiana has just furnished a sen- |

sation in jurlsprudence that has never
been equalled In modern history,” sald
Julius MceGrea™ of New Orleans.
“What do you think of a monkey as a
witness in a murder trinl? Oh, that Is

not all of it, for his testimony led to |

the conviction of the man and woman
charged with murdering his master.
The man was sentenced to be hanged
and the woman has been sentenced to
the penitentiary for life.
in the case was all purely circumstan-
tial—except that given by the monkey,

for if ever an animal spoke that mon- |

key did.

“It is simply one more tragedy of the
old Misslssippl, whose turgid waters
have been reddened more than
with human blood. The story sounds
more like a narrative of the ante-bel
lum days on the river, so replete Is it
with incidents reminding us of bygone
times.

“Perbhaps you know that the house-
bhoat has not quite disappeared from
the Mississippl. As a usual thing they
start below St. fitting out
either at Memphis, Cairo or some other
point not far from the of
their operations. . They are equipped
vith groceries, provisions, small farm-
ing implements, notions, calico prints,
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dogs capable of performing unheard-of
tricks, set the rural denizens wild with
delight, P. T. Barnam's name would
not have been one-half as great a talis.
man as that of Ackerman. He abso-
lutely owned the community wherever
he went,

*The prize of the whole combination
wax Jocko, the monkey. Ponies and
dogs were ordinary domestic animals,

but this gimian, with its alinost human |

face, was something irresistible. It

furnished the people something to falk

about for days to see him leap from his |

master's shoulder, take off his cap, and
make his tour of collection. Jocko was
devoted to Arkerman, and was his con
stant companion, Ackermnan never left
the boat without taking his pet with
him, for Jocko would have been incon.
solable in his master's absence, The
monkey had more ndelity than a dog,
and was a most intelligent representa-
tive of his species,

“Ihe houseboat continued down the
river, amd its approach was heraided
by word of mouth, for Ackerman de-
pended on a well-satisfied public as his
advance agent. When the show Jelt
Devil's Landing in April  Ackerman
was with it, but he did not appear at
the next stop. The people asked for
him, and Starr said that he had gone
north on a packet to attend to some
business in Southern lliinols. Several
people whe bad seen (he show fagther
up the river eame to see it again, and
they pursued their inguiries, which
were met with conteadictory regfl‘::
when it came to detalls. The ac

The evidence |

would have for the people who |

wore suspicious, and an investigation
was made,

“Finally the suspected palr were ar-
rested by the authorities of West Bat-
o Rouge parish, In which Devil's
Landing iz located, The evidence was

purely circumstantinl, It was true
{ that Ackerman had not been heard of
| since he left the landing on that April
| night, and he certainly had not arrived
{ at Cairo, whither Starr said that he
| was going. An axe with blood on It
i was found in the houseboat. Chipy
| from the skiff which was towed be
{ hind the craft and a bush which grew

near the water's edge, all of which
| had dark stains on them, were brought
| for inspection. They were examined
[ and analyzed by Professor Dosson of
| Louisiana State University, and he sald
{ that all of them, including the axe,
| were smeared with human blood.

“Sixteen persons gave testimony at
the trial, which took place during the
| month of September. Their evidence
was damaging, but it practically prov
ed nothing.
| “The main witness was the monkey.
{ Had it not been for him it Is doubtful

if Starr and his wife would even have
arrested. He showed a tremen

dous aversion to the couple, and would
not allow them to come near him., He
chattered and uttered shrill  eries
whenever he them, He some
times tugged furiously at his chaln and
i gnashed his teeth In impotent rage
when they were In  his  presence

Kunowing the love Jocko had for Ack

erman, his
action had the greatest significance,

ind some even averred that he had
been n witness of the crime,
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EASY LIFE ‘N NICARAGUA.
Whea the Family Is Out of Moncy Somebody
Gioes Out and Gets a Little Gold.

“When I was in the Olancho district
in Nicaragua, last month,” sald a vis
itor who Is largely interested o min
ing in Ceatral America, “1 had
portunity of the Ilaz;
till when they
some small change,

“Near our camp by the river was 3
hut occupied by a typical Honduranian
family, consisting of husband and
wife, grandfather and grandmother
and a dozen or mo assorted children
The only one of the crowd who ald
anything except rest and smoke wae
the wife. At intervals of perhaps a
week would sally out with the
family tinpan, erstwhile used for cook
ing. and proceed to an old placer dig
ging on the river bank. There she
would squat, throw a few gourds full
of dirt into the pan, fill it up with wa
ter and begin the usunl clreular motion
of gold washing. She was very skill
ful and would keep a little sheet of
dirty water spraying over the edgs
like n miniatore eataract. When  the
water was exhausted a few spoonfuls
of sand would be left in the bottom ot
the pan, and, spreading it out thin,
with a bit of stick, she would go over
it grain by grain, looking for ‘color.’
Whenever she saw a speck of gold
#he moistened the stick on her tongue
{and picked up the particle by adhe
tglon. Each bit of the precious metal
wias sorted away in a quill. plugged
with clay at the ends, and 1  have
known her to take out as much as a
quarter of an ounce in the course of
one day. Usually her Hmit was about
£2, and when she got that she stopped.
Then the head of the house would arise
[ Innguldly and start for the nearest
L store twelve miles awny., Sometimes
%ho wonld trade the whole amount for
{ whiskey, bot as a rale  he brought
;hm-k tobacco, salt, meal or ealico,
| “There are hundreds of native fami
Hies who live in exactly that mantier in
Olancho, Sometimes the woman will
be lucky enough to strike a rich pock.
et, that will yield a dollar or more a
pan, but they never dream of washing
it out at once and getting a sinke, It
simply means that they secure their
usual amount with  less work.” - New
Orleans Times Demoerat,

Ten ecarlonds of black waluut logs
were rold in Kentucky for export
abroad, principally to London, Glas-
gow and Hamburg.
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FACTS ABOUT METEORS

AFragment of Comet's Tail -The latense
Cold of Space Felt by Man,

The atmosphere forms an armor
which is almost impenetrable fo the
meteors that are constantly pelting the
earth. Most of the meteors are small,
They come rushing through space,
atrike the atmosphere, and the friction
ugainst the molecules of alr heats
them to a white heat, and sets them
ablaze. Sometimes part of one may
reach the earth, but as a rule they are
consumed, and the dust alone, cosmie
dust, drops upon the surface. One of
the earliest known meteors fell in 204
B, C. in Phrygia, where for a long time
it was worshipped. It
tome, and was supposed to be a mes-
senger from the gods, Livy describes
a shower of meteoric stones. The peo-

ple were greatly alarmed, and declared |

& nine days' festival to propitiate the
gods. There at Mecea a meteorite
which fell in 600 A. D, and is still wor-
shipped by the faithful. In Chinese
Hterature there Is mention of meteors
which fell in 644 B, C. The oldest
known meteorite which was to
fall pow on exhibition at Ensis
helm, Alsace, Germany. In 1402 jt
came crashing down through the air
with & roar that prostrated the peas
antry with fright. It buried itself
deeply In the earth. It welghed
pounds, and hangs to-day in the
ish church.
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average meteorite immoediately
fall Is intensely hot, bt
least which handled Imme
diately after falling, still held the
tense cold of space A fow
that they bave experienced this
A meteorite exploded Dhurm
sala, Kangra, Punjaub, India, in 1860,
and a section was picked up imme
diately by some natives who dropped it
with expressions of pain. The explo
sion had exposed the interior of the
meteor which had been chilled by the
intense cold of space, and was so cold
that its effect was like a burn. This
fragment s now to be seen in the
Field Museum. Of it, Dr. Farington,
the curator, said: “This is perbaps the
only Instance known where the cold of
space has become perceptible to ho-
an senses,”

1

at
one, was
i
men ocan
82y

aboye

A New Kind of Umbrella

Two students arranged to have a
stroll one afternoon in Glasgow. They
both arrived provided with asmbrelias,
but before starting on their perambu.
intigng one hurriedly returned to his
lodgings in order to put some fresh
fuel on his fire,

Ax they walked along they were
rather surprised to see so many of the
passersby looking at them with amus.
e smiles, At last some corner boys
shotted out:

“What a fancy cane he carries!”

Then, on looking down, one discov-
eored to his horror that he was quietly
earrying the fire tongs Instoad of an
umbrella, having forgotten to make the
exchange after replenishing his room
fire - Pearson’s Weekly,

Within the last two centuries the
population of Berlin has increased
from 20,000 to nearly 2,750,000,
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MR GABBER ON GIVING

His View Before and After Aunt Jane's Messe
age Came.

“Isn't it almost time to decide about
Christmas  presents, dear?’ timidly
asked Mrs, Gabber, Henry dropped his
paper and glared savagely, just as Mrs,
Gabber expected him to do.

“Of course it's time!” he exclalmed.
“It always is time, 1 never got In the
middle of an interesting editorial in
my life that wisn't time to decide
thing! Now it's
Aunt Jane, and
and what
The
how
to give thirty people a hundred dollars’
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we glve

we do about Uncle Peter?

| worth of things they don't want, for
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“That won't be enough to supply
your Canadian cousing,’ sputtered Mr.
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Trading iu the Transvaal

Ordinarily the Transvaal tradmg

| store ix of galvanized fron, upon which
| the sun beats down with all its inten

wity, making the alr within almost un
But the trader does pot
mind thie, Dressed in a palr of {rons
eors, o light pair of shoes and a fannel
shirt, be reclines on & convenient part
of the counter, and with the aid of his
pipe passes the time until a customer
arrives,

KBhould the customer be a white man,
the storckeeper and he will as a rule
retire into the little side room for a
few minutes, and a bottle and a couple
of glasses will be prodoced.  Should
he, ot the other band, be a native, the
trader will glance at him casually, and,
withont moving, will ask him what he
wants, He does thiz because Kaflirs
often want something  which they
know the storekeeper has nor got. The
shelves in the back of the shop are
piled up with gaudy blankets, clothing
of all deseriptions, tinned goods, clocky
and vases, cheap “jewelry,” and vari
ous other commodities, Below these
shelves are the bins where the sugar,
flour, meal and colfee are kept,

Outside the store, on the stoop, are
the agricultural implements, plongls,
harrows, new American [nventions of
all sizes and descriptions, that are too
big or teo Leavy to be casily carried

nway.

GREAT SEA THOROUGHFARE.

ftis Muminated More Completely Than Magy
City Strests,

Mariners about our English coasts,
says the London Mall, hass the sen
marked out for them into roads and
streetg as definite and obviens as Pic
cadilly or the Strand. 1i is only by
extreme negligence or by an absolute
unforeseen combinntion of adverse cir
cumstances that a ship lore its
way nowadays when it ix within twen.-
ty or thirty miles of the English coast,
The greatest road in the whole
world is the Swin Deep, at the mouth
ol Th It is pot too much to
say that foot of it
and marked down on the chart
lighted completely than
city thoroughfares, and to the sallor it
more familinr than
the Commercial road or White
chapel High sireet
Down this great high road of the sea
of the trade of the world is car
Ships from the farthest parts of
world patrol it day and night in
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Chile's “Val of Paradise.”

Valparaiso is the second city of Chile
and next to 8an Francisco is the most
important port on the Pacific coast of
Americd. The name means “vale of
Paradise,” and incongruons in
severnl respects to provoke sar-
casm, but the true origin was as fol
fows: In 1536 a Spanish captain named
Saavadra was sent by Diego de Alma
gro, Pizarro’s partoper, to take posses
ston of an Indian village ealled Quin-
tal, which stood here at that time, and
his loyalty to his pative place, Valpa-

is so

ns

to christen the city he founded in its
honor,

Nature never intended that a ity of
125,000 inhabltants should be located
here. The inhabitants have shown a
good deal of ingenuity and patience in

and rocky escarpments that surround
the bay with houses, Indeod, the most
agreeable and  fashionable residence
quarter is on  the clilfs  which are
reached by winding roads and lifts
sich as one sees In Cincionati  and
Pittsbhurg., On the edges of the cliffs
the poorer classes have bullt rude
dwelilngs of old timber and all sorts
of debris, patched up with sheets of
corrugated iron, and some of them,
perched upon almost Inacessible rocks
and propped up with ungainly wooden

supports, present
peril and Inconvenience,

an appeaance of

.-

raigo, a town of Castile, prompted him |
. ; P Land on the top grows the lamb,

i covered with the thin nest bark, which

overcoming the natural dificulties, and |
have covered the almost perpendicular |

&
!nmrmn several were washed away, al
| though they did pot suffer so much a»

one would expect.—Correspondence o
| Chicago Record.

4 STRANGELY ILLUMINATED.

| The Weird Ef ¢ t of Phosphorescence on 8
Stup in Beriog Sea

“1 have often heard of the wonder-
ful phosphorescence of Southern seas,”
remarked a traveler from the North
“and 1 bave seen pretty fair
samples in the Atlantic between New
York and English ports, but I did not
prevailed to any extent i
until during the past
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Lambs and Oysters on Trees.

The Dominican, Du Tertre, asserts in
his book that he saw at Guadeloupe
ovsters growing on the branches of
trees, by their weight bending down
the branches into the sea, “and they
are refreshed twice a day by the flux
and reflux of 1. Bishop Fleetwood
tells of a tree In Cimbalon whose
leaves turn into birds and animals as
goon as they fall to the earth. Pigfet

[ ta says he kept one of these leaves

elght days in a jar, and that it took to
walking as soon as he touched it, and
it lived only on the air,

The wonderful Tartarian shrab  or
lamb tree is vouched for by more than
one, It is about three feer in height,
it is

the natives use for head covering. The
inper pulp is like lobster flesh, and

[ blood flows when it is wonnded, As

jong as the lamb is surrounded by plen.

traveler says that he a
and drank of the blood
Sir John Maundeville
trees of the sun and the
grew in one of the Indian




