IN THE LANE,

By Victor Grey,

’ Through the lane the setting sunlight
Falls in misty, golden showers,
Tinting with Its shimmering lances

All the little, nodding flowers,
Shining 'mid the emerald foliage,

Where the birdies, blithely singing,
Fill the woodlands all about us

With a sweet and joyous ringing.

Don't you love this lane, my darling?
When I think of those sweet hours
We have spent within its cloisters,
'Neath its trees and 'mid {ts flowers, |
Every blade of grass grows dearer
Every tiny fragrant flower
Seems to bring, In swift succession,
Memories of some happy hour.

Here it was we met, my darling,
On that blissful, sunlit morning,
When the woodland's robe of gmerald,
Fringed with summer's fair adorn-
ing,
Gleamed with
dewdrops,
And the birds were blithely trilling
Happy lays—sweet morning carols
All the woods with rapture thrilling.

shimmering diamond

Here, within its dusky shadows,
Sauntering down lane together,
Love aropund us cast his fetters
Fetters that would bind forever.
Here it was I told my story,
And. my happy answer guessing,
Held you in my arms a moment,
Sweet, red lips the while caressing.

the

There we had our lovers' quarrel,
'Mid those clumps of fragrant

Here it was grew repentant
Begged forgiveness o'er and o'er;

Then 1 kissed your cheek
And your eyes with teardrops shi

ing,

Not content until vour rif

On my heart were safe reclining.
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Yes, I love this lane, my darling.
With its fringe of wildwood flowers
Love it for the joy that crowned
In these happy, happy hours;
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It happened in this way. I had
In Australia for about flve yvears,
ing which time I had amassed
erabie fortune, began to ke
to see the old country again—a
considerably strengthened by
that the girl I loved, and who had con-
sented my wife,
Englana, and 1
thought of such an extent of ocean be
tween
and let our marriage take ere,
May Srodstone was the only daugh
ter of a well-to-do squatter, and the
prettiest, nic girl for miles round
the station, though, until I had become
acquainted with her,
bit of girlish flirtation.
worse for me, it turned
Among her many rers was
Jacob Kiel. Dark-haired, dark-eyed,
dark-complexioned, of that
class of men who feel strongly, and
who never forget an Injury—like wild
cats, they are nasty customers to of-
fend. Well, May, I fear., had firted
somewhat with Jacob Kiel, who, 1
really believe, loved the very ground
she walked though she declared
and I knew that had
never given him the slightest hope.
It was about this time that I
peared upon and
covered that she had found the right
man. as I had found the right girl
May Brodstone instantly gave up all
her admirers, was as steady and quiet
a8 a gun-tree when no wind
and finaily said the “Yes” upon which
my happiness depended. o
Old Mr. Brodstone knew that
match would be a good one, and read
fly gave his consent, so that our en-
gagement was soon made publie. 1!
was present when the news reached
Jacob Kiel. 1 shall never forget his
face. His lips were compressed, his |
dark eyes contracted; he looked from
May to me, and I felt if he could he
would do much mischief. Without a
sylfable he quitted place. A
strange sensation ran through me as |
be departed; and May told me that a:
cold shudder had run through her
veins,

We did not see much of Kiel after
this, though we knew he was often
about the station on business; but the |
man somehow threw a Kind of shadow |
over May's and my happiness, and we |
were not at all sorry when we got on
board the steamer and steamed off
towards Old England. We had not.
however, got cleverly out of sight of
land when May, giving a little ery, put
her had on my arm, and, slightly nod-
ding her head towards the lower deck,
said, -

“Oh, Edward, look—he 15 here too!"

And %o he was. lLeaning quietly
over the side. watching the land ap-
parently, was Jacob Kiel-a passenger
for England. like ourselves. I wih
own that I was conslderably annoyed,
though when May, drawing neaner,
exclaimed, in a low, startled voice,
“Edward dear, I don’t know how it is,
but I dread that man—I cannot divest
my miod of the thought that he means
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Ish 8o absurd an ldea. And certainly
it appeared I had every right to do
80. Bave by a casual interchange of a
few words, Klel never troubled
and we were making a capital jour
ney, when, just as we were within
twenty degrees of the line, we were
struck by a hurricane which the cap-
tain declared was almost a cyclone in
violence,
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crashed overboard, taking
with them, and, be
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The boats were rapldly lowered and

filled, while, thank Heaven, the storm
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I felt that T could meet death calmly
it 1 were on’® deck heavens
above me: but my very hair stirred at
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ith the

the thought of iewl In the
hox Was there
no of escape? I looked
and gave a great cry of joy,
leaped forward, careless now that the
water mounted higher aund higher

“Fool! Tdiot!™ 1 exclaimed. “You
are your own murderer!”

My e had upon
volver. In a second I had
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One by one 1 discharged
the remaining barrels my
and then plunged into the sea, to swim
18 far as 1 could from the ship befors
sank, hoping that 1 should find
some pieces of wreck., T did so before
I had proceeded far—a mast, with
cordage attached, This helped me;
for, after lashing myself to the mast
as well as I could, the waves bore me
away., Suddenly. however, a fearful
rush of water seized me. I was drawn
rapidly back, and then down as in a
whirlpool-flung, it seemed. here, there
and everywhere—after which I re-
membered no more. When I came to,
I was in one of the boats, with May
Brodstone leaning over me.

It appeared that directly morning

atceceocded so

of revolver,
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it

{ dawned the boats were called together,

and fhe captain went over the names,
when mine was found missing; upon

which he had resolved to row back, |

and see if he conld not find me, urged
thereto by many of hig companions,
who wondered—as did not Jacob Kiel

~what could have prevented my get- |

ting into one of the boats,

The sea was nearly calm, the sun
shining, and their search was not diffi.
cult. They soon perceived a dark ob-
Jeet. Approaching it. they found it to
be myself, clinging lke grim death to
the wreck, but langhing and yolling
ike a maniae,
for some time after they managed to
get me into the boat I remalned so;
then I became calmer, though [ was
delirfous for a whole day and night,

Directly sensibllity returned 1 told
my story, filling every ome with hor.
ror, especially May Brodstone.

went |

In fact, I was mad, and |

exclaimed thé captatm,

Last night our bonts
the darkness' this morn-
Ing the one bearing Jucob Kiel and the
of the crew was missing, He
has elther steered the boat into a dif-
ferent track, or pald the fellows to de
sert us, fearful of the punishment
| that might have awalited him when
we touched land.”

Whether this was so I do not know,
for we heard of Jacob Kiel

gain,

That day we were picked up by one
of Green's ships, homeward bound,
jand in due time were landéd in Eng
Hand, where May and [ were murried,
tand where we now reside; for my wife
{ will not hear of the

that most
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SAN JUAN'S FORTIFICATIONS,
Morro Castle Dates From the Time of Poace
De Leoan.
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into the wrong car. Dr
Gatchell was peacefally sleeping and
alone in the car
to work, and in a short space of time
had the section nicely decorated with
ribbons and flowers. Then they hid to
await the coming of the groom and
| bride, first sending out a spy to report
! their arrival
| Presently the spy sneaked out and
reported that Mr. and Mrs. Blanke
were in their car. which was down
‘the track a short distance But the
decorators knew nothing of this. They
rushed into the car they had first vis-
{ ited, pulled the curtaing of section six
! aside, and before the astonished doc-
tor could protest he found himself bur-
i led beneath an avalanche of rice, old
i shoes and flowers,
When Dr. Gatchell recovered from
; the awful shoek to his bachelor nerves
{ he began to talk. He talked earnestly
|and well, but the merry crowd fled
| before he could finish his rather tor.
grhl spoech.—~The Omaha World-Her-
‘, ald.
l Twenty-nive sheep introduced into
the Australian colonies in 1788 are
| now represented by 120,000,000 of the
finest wool sheep in the world,
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England evidently is now for peace
at any price, Bhe has decided to spend
$75,000,000 for new battleships
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The area of Great Britain is
#quare miles and that of her depend
encies 16,662,073 square miles The
population of the mother couatry is
30.825,000; that of the colonies and
subljoct countries, 322,000,000 it
seems like a small dog to have =uch a
big tail, and the figures suggest the
idea that old Ben Jonson was right
when he intimated that some day the
tail might become too large for the
dog to wag.
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Suicides in Italy, caused mainly h_vii
destitution, inereased last year in num- |

ber fifty per cent. The number of “vol
untary” deaths enumerated by the sta-

of frantic women and men who rushed

despairingly on the bayonets of the you want to know ¥

soldiers in the great bread riots of
last spring—the awful bt ineffectual
protest of a starved people against a
government responsible for the cause
of their starvation.

of the increased purchasing power of
the farmer are the reduction of mort-
gage indebtedness and the increased
sale of manufactured goode that are
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TALE OF A TREASURE CAVERN,
The Marvelous Romance of Captais Charles
A. Henderson
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February 22 last for the Tristan
inha Island, thirty-five miles south
is treasure land. He
reached this on April 14, and found the
Lark in the bottom of the bay where
had left thirty-three years ago,
The goid and jewels were also in the
treasure cave as he had left them. ex-
copt that the bags holding them had
been destroyed by dry rot.

The exact value of the treasure se-
cured is said by Henderson to be £173.-
320. On the return trip Henderson's
vessel was chased by what is supposed
to bave been a Spanish gunboat. He
escaped under cover of darkness and
reached New Orleans in safety. Claunde
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Third-Class Matter.
“Ray” said the bookkeeper, address.

| ing the cashier, and winking knowing.

{ Iy at the office boy, “do you know any-

tisticians does not inciude thousands  thing about this new stamp tax?”

“Sure,” replied the cashier, “what do

“Shppose.” continued the b. k., “that
I wanted to express by opinion: would
I have to stamp the express receipt?’

“Undoubtedly,” answered the cash-
“But if you will allow me, I
would suggest that you forward your
opinions by mail”

“And why by mail?" asked the auto
cerat of the ledger.

“Because,” replied the cashler, “as
they have no weight, it would be
cheaper."—Chicago News,

FOUGHT LIKE CLOCKWORK.
B0 Worked the Guaners on the Oregon ia the
Fight.

The SLomerville (Mass) Journal
prints a letter from Eunsigu Charles L.
Hussey of Oregon Fred Ela
Warren, uLis old New Hampshire
schoolmate, In which KAy

“1 volunteered for duty wi the
prize crew board Cristobal
Colon, It was six hours of experi-
ences we had there, transporting her
crew, (prisoners of war,) tending her
wounded, and burying her dead, and
all time irying 0 save the ship.
But she continued to make water, and
finally rolled over on her side, 1 had
the of running up the
Stars and Stripes over her quarter
deck before she ent The
Colon w fine be
saved
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I recall what
that happened
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measuring of-
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peemedd a little thing

before attacked
no
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called a council of war
should at-
or give the troops a few
The other officers favored

smoked and

wae

the

our historr.
G:rant

consider whether they

to

once

while Grant gave

no opinion,

“ Y was a deserter brought in

ore

this morniog,’ the general finally said.

i 1O
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! eral

‘Lot us see him and hear what be has
say.’

“The first thing Grant did when the
came in his knap

‘Where are you from? the gen-

follow was (o open
then asked

“*¥Fort Donelson.’

“‘You have six days’ rations, [ see,
When were they served?”

* “Yesterday morniong.’

“‘Were the same rations served to

! all the troops?

“*Yesn, sir.’

“‘Gentlemen,” sald Grant, “troops do
not have six days’ rations served out
to them in a fort if they mean to stay
there. These men mean to retreat, not
to fightt We will attack at once,” "—
Detroit Free Press,

Hew Peking Is Lighted.

Peking is advancing. So at least
one gathers from the Peking and
Tientsin Times, which announces that
a couple of gas lamps and three petro-
lenm lamps now illuminate the capital
of the celestial kingdom. This un-
wonted departure, however, is not due
0 native enterprise. The gas lights
are set up in front of the Russian em-
bassy, while the three lesser, lumina.
ries shine for the benefit to the cus
tomers of the Russo-Chinese bank.
Throughout the rest of the city way-
farers stinn have to follow their nosey
as soon as darkness sets in.

Burglary no longer pays in London.
The police reports for last year show
that she whole fraternity of burglars
earned only $86.000 last year,

in the German empire there are pub.
lished no fewer than 6.533 periodicals,
being one for every 12902 of the pop
slation.




