
  

LIFE'S MYSTERY. 

We live, and love, and die: 

And if we question why 
The weal, the woe, 

And to what end, a sigh 

Bears Nature's sole reply: 

We live, and love, and die 

Ere we may know. 
Stickney in Lippincott, 

JACKIE'S BURGLAR. 
The garret was squalid to a degree 

It was dark, dirty and wretched, and 

the thir streaks of light which filtered 
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a boy. He was only a small boy, 
his face like an old man's, 
his limbs were shrunken and dwarfed 
and thin. He lay looking up into 
the face of a man who bent over him. 

“1 shall be all right by and by, 
dad,” he said, in a weak i 
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gaunt man, whose heart black 
with erime, who had resisted the 
overtures of missionaries and sneered 
at prison chaplaing, found himself 
suddenly by a 10-year-old 
boy who was dying of starvation in a 
miserable garret, He scoffed and 
swore at himself as he did it, but it 
became a regular thing for him to 
bring oranges and sometimes grapes 
on his return to the garret at night. 

And John Endleton hated it. 
resented it fiercely, and shrank back 
when Jem Brooker approached the 
bed and looked down at Jackie's face. 

As the winter passed into the spring 
Jackie seemed to grow weaker instead 
of stronger, and at last, with a solitary 
shilling in his pocket, John Endleton 
wet off in desperation for a doctor. If 
anything 
would have nothing to live for, and 
the thought seemed to choke him, But 
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he knocked at the doctor's door with- | 
out success. The doctor was busy-—too 
busy to attend to him until night, and | 
when night came he had forgotten eli’ 
about it, and Jackie lay in a half fever, 
moaving snd tossing restlessly from 

(up in bewilderment, and, finally, he | 

sides to side, while Endleton sat over 
him with rage at his heart | Sphinx. 
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**Now, then," said Hartly, 
“none of that. On with 
cuffs. And Boaith, yon 
and take his arm.” 

Jem looked from one to 

in something like dismay. 
“I ain't done nothing,” 
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“Well, we'll said the detec. 

tive; ‘“‘and you'll remember, if any- 
thing is found on you, there are three 
years off that last job that you've got 
to finish.” 
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fidgeted strangely under his hand- 
cuffs, and if it hadn't been that he was 
8 hardened, hopeless criminal, one 

might almost have fancied that his 
under lip trembled. 

“Well, I'm blowed if I ever tries ter | 
cheat th’ gallows agen,” was his vague | 

and ungrammatical remark, and then | 
they marched on to the police station. 

here, inside the bare room, with | 
its wooden benches and square desks, 
with the dingy green ledgers and! 
musty papers, Detective Hartly pro- 
ceeded to turn out the unhappy Jem's | 
pockets, As he did so bis eyes first | 
epened In astonishment, then screwed 

looked as if he had suddenly been | 
confronted with the idle vt the 
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lines, ‘speaking aword here, asking a 
question there, One recruit was asked 
“What would yon do if you 

sentry duty and many people 
near you?" ‘‘Ishould ask them to 
go away at once, your Majesty.” 
“That's all very well,” said the Kaiser, 
“but suppose one man stays behind 
and makes himwelf a nuisance to you, 

what would yon say then?” [I should 
say, ‘Don’t make yourself 
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are on 
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The Emperor roared 
and said: “Well, I don't to 
make myself a muisance,’ 80 
passed on to another visitor. - 
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The Longest Railroad Bridge 
The longest railroad bridge in the 

world is that recently completed at 
Czernovoda, Boumania. It crosses 
the Danube and thus shortens the 
railroad journey from London to Con- 
stantinople about sixteen hours. The 
length of this structure is 13,325 feet, 

There 
| is one span, in the middle of the river, 
620 feet long, and four more each hav: 

ing a length of 445 feet. The other 
spans are still shorter. The chief 
rivals of this structure are the Tay 
bridge, in Scotland and the Mississ. 
ippi bridge, at Cairo. The length of 

| the former is 10,725 feet and that of 
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CUSTER'S LAST FIGHT. 
s— 

STORIC BATTLE OF 

LITTLE BIC HORN, 

HE HI THE 

Chief Call's Account of How the Brave 

Fellows of the Seventh Cavalry Were 

Overcome by an Indian Horde—Callant 

Defense. 

Twenty-one years ago occurred the 

battle of the Little Horn, 

which General George A. Custer 
his men of the 7th Cavalry 
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From his story it is evident that the 
Indians were in the coulees behind 
and in front of Custer as he moved up 
the ridge to take position. The first 
two companies (Keogh and Calhoun) 
dismounted and fought on foot. 
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gendered by the war that now those 

who loved and honored the blue and 

those who loved and honorad the gray 
are both interested in these ponderous 

relies of the lost cause. —St. Louis 
Globe Democrat, 

Power of Modern Rifles. 
The modern army rifle has a smaller 

bore than the older one but uses 
smokeless powder and hasa higher 
carrying power. The possibilities of 
the French guns were recently iline- 
trated in the vicinity of a large town. 
A large bull escaped from its herd, 
and their caretaker, baing unable to 
eapture it, besought some soldiers to 
kill the animal. The first shot missed 
altogether, but the second bullet went 

Union soldiers, ey 
of the passing 
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| clear through the bull's body from 
| forehead to tail, killing him almost in- 
stantly. The weapon employed is 
known as a Lebel rifle, 
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1HE JOKERS’ BUDGET, 

Jests and Yarns Made and Told by Funny 

Wen of the Press. 
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increasing Use for Steel 

Since the disrup tion of the steel rail 
pool orders for steel rails have reached 
astounding figures, The largest single 
order given was that received by the 
Carnegie Steel Works from the Cana 
dian Pacific Railway Company, 
amounting to 65,000 tons. The ag- 
gregate of all orders, as stated by the 
Railroad Gazette, is no less than 839,. 
355 tons, 

Some years ago, when the price of 
steel rails fell to 830 a ton, it was 
stated as a remarkable fact that a ton 
of new steel rails could be purchased 
in exchange for four tons of old iron 
rails. But the ratio of value between 
old iron rails and new steel rails is 
vary much closer. In fact, this is one 
of the most remarkable circumstances 
connected with the development of the 
steel rail industry. Old iron rails are 
now quoted at about $15 a ton, and 
new steel rails have been sold at less 
than $20 a ton.  


