MARJORY.

Margaret is prim and wise, 7
Madge Is fair to see;
AMarjory has laughing cyes,—e
Marjory for me! |
Margaret doth naught amiss, f
& Madge ke fancy free; "
Marjery is sweet to kies,— 1
Marjory for mol
Margaret' demure and cokd,
Mudge must formal be:

Marjory, when kissed, will scodd,— '

Yet,
Marjory for me!
in Harper's Weekly,

~Albert Lee,

A POSTHISTRESS PRO TEM,

By Tom Hall,

I will introduce myself a8 Mr., Frank
"heaton, one of the younger members
of the St. Paul bar, and at the period
of these events vigitag in New York,
To be as brief in explavation as pos
sible, my friends had conciuded that
It was high thme for me to be married.
My protestations were overruled, and
althengh my heart had pever exper!
éuced the gentle passion for any par-
ticular girl, I eventuadly picked ome
out from the number of my fair ac-
quaintances, amd declded to offer my-
seM her. Miss Violet Plerson, of
New York, good as sbhe
beautiful, and an
I armamged with my partner
vacat and proceeded to
and offered myself,
to the young lady, in
received my proposition
dignity as I made assured me
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with her parents and give me an
swer on the next day. As |
ad the f meeting eit
ther cr

to

wWias as wis

was helress besides
for a short
\'-w York
nne day,

Viplet
as much
of her
cofasult
an
bad never

her

iom,
fine
person,
with

onLe

she

pleasure ¢

.
mother, I left with

tograph of myseif with
{he i tl
manner jug
had been g»f' ading
I« wou.d
But I have
oW
Wis 20 1o
Interview

back,
»
g

Mmve n
alway
interesis,

barr

After
home, |
town to
several years,
Jack De
tempted
sSwung aron
Dend Ma

Then |
Hospital, wi
over my

“Not a won
Ingly. “You
You had
brain, my
but cony
of that he

lneet,

mett d
Lo re
5, v
n's Curve

iwoke in t
Jack bending
bedd,

Jack,

#nld

inus

next three s
CRINe

on the
fown in
quiet life
absalute

care of !

the cure. It

ed by a friend of
be<py threatened
sured Jack that
possibly
in that
ing. Hence
me, So off

a suit of cloth
robe (mine hod
cident),
tions,
I were exact
not troubled
trunk
g‘tnr'i.!a_\‘ to
seventy-five
hands, a tic)
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in brown wrapping i
beside me. He told me
for more money when the s
was exhbausted, and
t0 look at the contents of
four times daily
on going to bed.
prescription., Py
always peculiar,

That might 1 slept under the hospi-
@l roof of a cleandy o.d widow, a Mrs.
White, in the little town of L. 1
had been enjoined to stay there at least |
Six weeks, 0 I pald her In advance
my board sml wasbing for that time.
This left me about $6 in cash, mowt of
which I laéd out in cheap povels, to-
bacco, pipes, writing materials and
stamps. And I adoipsed my room with
the comtents of the brown paper cov-
ered parcel, It proved to be a framed
motto, and the mandate on #t was
“Don’'t Worry.”

I spent the first fow days of my stay
In writing letters—the first amnd longest |
of which, you may be sure, was to Miss |
Violet Pierson, explahing at length |
the reabon for my fallure to call upon |
ber again, and my present condition.
And 1 begged her, of course, to lot me |
know my fate at once by mai. In,
aplte of Jack's motto I was already be. ]
gimming to worry. On the third day

“of my stay I west to the Htile village |
post office and asked for letters for |
Mr. Frank Wheaton. | expected to find
in the village postmaster the sual
senile dld man so common in such |
places. But framed in the little arched |
window of that country post office was
the iead of a venus worthy the hagul
and brush of a Titan. My embarraes-
ment I the presence of Miss Viglet
Plerson was absolutely insigiificant
sompared with my trepidation in the
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[ It's against the rules to tse the wires |
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| predicament and studying my way out

presence of this avburn haired, reee-
choeked, star eyed postmbstress, I g
wond, 1 was smit'en ot first sigi.

“If this be love,” thwough 1, “I've golt
i’ ad, gxl 've got
to worry about, too

“Have you anything by
Kentify yourwelf?’ sald the pretty
postunistress, with a smile that
osed two rows of }N‘“H'l\‘ teeth,

“Will okl letters do?' I ased,
| Ingly.

“I guesa so,"
| not very well informed,
careful. You
| mintress pro tem. ‘This
| spend my vacation. It's fum for a eity
 girl, you kanow, and it gives my uncle,
| the real Postinaster, a chance to go up
4 the woods and rest.”

| "Of course, you utust be careful.”
rald I, endeavoring to conceal my em-
barrassment behind a patronizing air.

“My mall of the greatest jmport
ance. Bu. Joose letters will satisfy
you as to my ldenthy.,” Whh this 1
drew from the inner pocket of my coat
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if you ¢ You can
your bward money is
worked out, unless they take you to
Jail in the meanwhie, which 1 frust
and pray they will. But yon can't stay |
with me minute after your wsix |
weeks s up, even if don't.”

I waut from her irate presence to my
own room, and threw a hair brush at
Jack's It missed. Then 1
sought the telegraph office, and wrote |
out a telegram to J:u i

“That don’t go through tids office,” |
operator. “You're |
semding thnt telegram to yourself and |
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I bit my lip and crosssl the streot |

to the cigar store. When | am in a

I like to chww an unlit cigar.
prietor refused to sell me one.

“Money's too searce in this region to
take any risk 1 eounterfeits, | RUp-
pise you've stuck me already, but if |
you have I'll ave the law of you” |
left himm and sought the Postmistress |
Pro tem ohwe more. But learned that |
rirz bad gone out walking. There was
but one mwail a day, and the post office
closed at 2 P. M. 1 went to my room
after that. and spent the rest of the
day swearing at Jack's motto,

During the following week matters
went from bad to worse, [ Ipft the
Louse but once a day. The fact is I
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’hld become cpwpteonous, 1 wwot to
| the post office onc. eash day to e, e
[ tudate with the Postundetress pro <eas.
 Whena 1 did go grown people shsroed
me and little girls mn crying to theip
{ mothers. T'he mumll voys of the town,
bowever, folowed me around ta a
(drove, Bart | went, neverthelses The
fact s, 1 had grown rather fona of ex-
postwlating with the pretty Pobstids
tress, Shall I say that I had also grown
sather fonud the Postmidstress hor
solf? Well, perhaps than fond.
But was a man ever so handicapped
in My courting? She stil Insisted on
aling me Mr. Dennett. [ lemrned,
though, that another letter ad arrived
for Mr. Wheaton, adidressed in the
same feminine hand, and many mero
in business epvelopes, But
would she deliver w me,
Disgueted at the absurd shuation
In wirch 1 was placeq, and at my own
unavarl*z cfforts to extricate myself
feom it, 1 resolved one afternosn
vary the mwonotony of Hsagree-
able vacation by a wulk in the womls,
The courwe of my wanderigs led me
to the fout of a gnarkd okl tree whaose
Ihubs but six ght e
from the ground., 1 sat down
base, reclining agamst it and
studying the matt over., 1 have
habit of talking to myself when I
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“You overheard w! nt I waid when }

was talking to;myself 7' 1 asked.

“Yes, 1 couldn't belp it,” she
awered

“Well, do yon suppose [ would de¢
your uncle anfiy harm under—undet
those circumstances?’ She did not re
ply for a few moments. Then ehi
“Do you think very much of her)
Perbape you are engaged to her.”

“Took!" said 1. 1 took the bundis
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the reply from Viciet to my first Jots
ter. When | found it 1 held # up bes
it, unopened., into @nall pieces, and

“Are you satisfied now 7?7’ I aaked her,

I am not going to say what her res
ply wns, But I'm glad [ didn’t smash
Jack’s motto, It bangs in our parior
to-day.—Truoth,

Royaity Uses the Telephone,
Telephonic  communieations have
been recently lald between Balmoral
a. private wire baving
beeni run from the castle to the Gov-
ernment trunk eable which conbects
Aberdeen with London. Queen  Vie-
torin = aleo having a telephone placed
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It I8 larned that there are elght mill
lon plane players In the United States,
und they can elect any man Pres!dent
that they may unite on, This s
rible,

Any who has pass
along New York streets cannot but he
fmpressed with the hmprovement in the
looks of the of the police
force, Many new faces youngern
and apparently more intelligent men
are to be noticed on the force,
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“Germany,” says the 8¢, James (a
rott had five sovereigns sine

Queen Victoria began to reign She
herself will in future be recognized
the ancestress of one of the most Pow.
erful rulera, Her grandson wears the
iron crown of Germany., Her grand
daughter i empress of Russia. An-
other granddaughter is ecrown prin
cess of Roumania. Her second son
rules over the principality of Saxe.Co- |
burg, The hereditary princoss of Bage
Meiningen is her granddaughter. The
heir to the throne of Greece {8 her de-
scendant; the grand duke of Hesse her
grandson, She has no fewer than six. |
ty-one descendants who one day be- |
tween them promise to be at the hidad |
of more than balf of Europe.”
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According to Harper's Weekly, the |
Spanish authorities have ardered
strict watch to be kept along

French frontier of Spain, In order to
intercept the great number of Young |
Spaniards who take refuge in I rance |
to escape being sent to Cuba, All the
trains that cross the frontier are w-n-;‘
ed, and every young man submitted m!
a rigorous examination, and obliged 1o |
furnish papers establishing his jden- I
tity. Guards are also stationed along |
the frontier line to prevent desertion
from other parts: but notwithstanding
these efforts a large number suceesd
daily in effecting their escape, Mauy
of these desertors assert that were all
their companions subjected to a like
duty, they would willingly take thelr
chance with the rest. But as their

g
the |
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F pounding wood could be ent out.

richer commdes can escape the Caban
smpaign by paying 1500 “rancs ($300) -

they see no reason
why “hey should be sent to death.
{ others, blessed with a larger share of
this world's goods, remain happlly at
{ homa, Whatever the reason, the num-
ber . desertions s dally on the im
crense,
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Irmgard had a cargo of sugar
¢ and leakage meant big
was promptly checked,
were riggtad, and

have Ziven much
fine
loss un-
8o the

every

lees 1t

two

punps

| boure a detail of men was set to work

for tifteen or twemnty minutes to kKeep
the water down, This course was L
for the entire long voyage,

When the Irmgard was unloaded in
port a4 scarch was made find the
cause of the leak. A sailor ran across
catse in the bottom of the bold.
It was an inch of swordfish sword pro-
truding from the bottom,

Examination showed that the sword,
driven with tremendous forve, had pen-

stied

to

| etrated five Inches of planking and

It was broken
sheath

cight inches of lining.

| log, so that sixteen lnches of sword
j came bome with the ship. The monster,

afier this terrific thrust, muast have ox-
| erted tremendous foroe to free himself
{from the grip of the oak, for he had
worked a suffivient hole around the im-
prisoned sword to permit of a consid-
{erable leakage.

Three or four planks had to be re.
moved before the sword and its sur
The
specimen was then sent to  the city
museum.—New York Hemald,

Recent discuse'on *u the duration of
sunshine in European countries has
evoked the information that Spain
heads the list with 3,000 hours a year;
Italy boe 2300 hours, Gmy 1,500
and England 1,400, 3
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JESTS ANL' YARNS BY FUNNY MEN
OF THE PRESS,
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Marine Item...And the Curtain Fallgein
Doubt...Learned from Experiengp-»~A
New Theory-~Suitable,
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‘Yes,” was the answer, with some hes.
itation, "%:i» has had a good deal of suc.
in invenling reasons why Ishould
lend bhim saything from 50 cents to $5.”

CIRCULARLY SPRAEKING.

“You remember Kadgers gave a bean.
tiful solitaire diamond to Miss Thinlips
when they became engaged ¥”

“Well

““Well, that was one ring. When they
were married they made their wedding
trip on a tandem. That was touring.
Now they are settied down and she's a
visen. And they have a three ring circus
every day.”

A BCHEME THAT FAILED,

“Good gracious | be cried, *‘was that
a rooster 1 heard crowiug then ¥

“Yes,” she said, “‘but don't hurry
away. The [mp!- around bere won't be
up for an hour ver

Next day he learned that ber father had
an educated roomer that crowed every
night at half-past ten, and, of course, the
match is off.

A FORNIBLE DRATH.

She handed him his eveaing clotyes.
The s bad been packed away all sumnier
with a moth exterminating substance. As
the odor of tar and camaphor assailed am,
bLis face grew sad.

“*What is troubling you ™

‘4] was thinking of these (*othes.”

““It seems to me that you cught to losk
plessed. There certaialy are nomoihs
in them.™

“*f can’t help my sympathotic nature
be respondled. ' Sometimes it M me
to an absurd extreme. Of course, I'm
glad that the moths are but” —and*
he sighed deeply— 4t must have been »
horrible death.”

The Durisians name the p.wm
‘“aunt.” :
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