ABOUT THE EOZRS.

THE FPIONEERS OF CIVILIZATION IN
AFRICA,
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Revertheless, it soon became a great
evil and degradation to the white
man, FEoglish or otherwise, to bhe
broughit to the level the Kafir
fhrongh the medium of the whip.
Anotber system of curions practice
was that known as “jumping,” vi%.
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sisted In paying up overdoe taxes un
known to the original owners of the
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in the many wiars through
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OBSTINACY OF LLAMAS,
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Peruvian Indian ean do anything with
a Peruvian camel, gnd Ramon has just
ghown us the proper tacties. Hurt the
animal, nnd he only grows more sulien:
but the pebbles merely tease him un
til he can no longer bear it.  And really
he repays patience when he behave
well, for he is the only animal that can
wotrk effectively at these terrific alti
tudes, where lorses and mules
practically useless. But adelante (for
ward!)" -8t Nichqlas,
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Trees Five Centuries Old.

Gerike, the great German forester,
writes that the greatest ages to which
trees in Germany are positively known
to have lived are from 506 to 570 years.
For instance, the pine in Bolomia and
the pine In Norway and Sweden have
lived to the latter age. Next comes the
gilver fir, which in the Bohemian for
ests has stood and thrived for aypward
for 400 years. In Bavaria the Jarch has
reached the age of 2¥5 yeare. Of foll
fnge treex, the oak appears to have sur-
vived the longest. The best example
is the evergreen onk at Aschoffenburg,
which reached the age of 410 years,
Othsr onks in Germany have lived
' to be from 315 to 320 years old. At
Aschoffenburg the red beech has lived
to the age of 245 years, and ay other
points to the age of 2256 years. Of
other trees, the highest kpown are:
Ash, 170 years; birch, 160 to 200 years
aspen, 220 years; mountain maple, 225
yenrs; elm, 130 years, and red alder,
145 years.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS,

The Britigh are nlieknamed beefeate
not The annual col
sumption of meat in Great Britain pe
head is 1248 pounds, of which 65.7 |
mutton, 28.6 pork, 2.2

without reason,

ot i

kinds

Flgnres just compiled show that du
ing the 1803 four
roands, aggregating 20,540 miles of tracl
while the totals [

year “eventy rail

olvent

| 1805 show only thirty-one roads place
{ in

hands of recelvers, covering 4
track

A savings bank of New York keops

During thu

the

of its depositors

I8 was ouly actoy
1.302 tallors;

edlitor,

there one

there ther

but n

sy

were

wWias single while ther

swe 720 laborers: therd was but ond

keeper and 337 peddler
hakers

but vers

lnwyer

HOUNe

ere wore lots of shoemakers

walters, cigarmakers
Only Heemen, Hive

r ’nvl.n'wipw” five p

gud one #oldl

f land

nyicts to work

upan

ol

e result was
200 bales of cott
S bushel

17 G

002 500 miles
2','];5»” s
G A Afriea, 21,000, and Aus

7.0 miles

mileg: Europe, O80.700:

he Unitedd States

greator length than other

101 (W x)

ANy
: and

comes next, although European Russin
The
in this order
Austria-Hungary,

milos, Russin
ol her coun
triex follow Germany,
British In

in point of

however, Belgium leads,

| with 400 miles of wire for every 1,000
| gquare
comes next, with 350 miles; Holland is
{ only slightly behind Germany, and the
{ United Kingdom bas 280 milea of tele-
| graph for every 1,000 miles of country

miles of territory: Germany

A Chicago clergyman has taken the
expert testimony of fifty young women

i of that city as to the Chicago man

The unapimous opinion was that
ence to women., The first
charges 18 not of any particular mo
ment.
coitedl, The difference, however,
tween the masculine conceit and the
feminine quality of vanity must be
borne in mind. The second charge is
a very serfous one, Deference to wom-
an Iz a quality the absence of which is
incompatible with everything like re-
finement. It is at the base of ail chiv-
alry. It keeps men from the easy fa-
miliarities which are the marks of the
social degenerate. It promotes the re-
gerve, which Is the first and most nee-
essary thing In the social relations. A
man who is not deferential to women,
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Thought He Knew Cold,

The Butte (Montana) Ioter-Mountain
Wison, who owned the famous Pars
mine in Park county, Mont., Wilson
wag vigited by some Englishmen one

English  pattern—one  who knew all
about mines and a great deal about
everything olse, In his own opinion

gold, and he panned out some very fine
colore for thelr edification. “But that
jsn't goll” pronouncesd the youthful
expert, after a critical examination,
“Me deal fellah, 1 am a graduate of
the English School of Mines, and 1
know gold when 1 see it, you know,
That is iron.” Wilson didu’t say much.
He just leaned over and took the al
leged expert confidingly by the shoul
der. “Mebbe In isnt.,” he sald, “but
don't go and give it away to those fel
jows dowi at the Denver mint, for 1
have been selling this staff to them for

gold all !hl!&"
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The Ways of the Opossum,
Just why the great zoolegists of the
present day should have chosen to con
gider the opossum an animal of a lower

order than the stupid snd helpless
sloth, and the third order from the
lowest of all, i= not so easy to under-
stand as it ought to be. As a matter of
fact, nature has done a great deal for
the opossum--far more than for the
great majority of quadrupeds. Note
what the creature is, and can do, and
mateh Hif you can, It ean eat almost
anything that can be chewed-—wild
fruit, berries, green corn, insect larvae
oggs, young birds and quadrupeds,
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permitting them to revolve
moving the quad wheels are
then throw into action with the rear
hubs and serve as the power to work a
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Fake Teléscope.
seloniist,

The
A  wellknown walking
itinerant astrondiner, and appiving his
oye to the instrument was astonished
to see & beautifal full moeon, although
at the time the moon was only in her
second quarter. The instrument was
not a telescope at all, but simply a
tube, with a hole where the eye-plece
shonld be, and a transparency of ihe
full moon, with a light behind it at the
other end. On the sclentist asking
the exhibitor how he could so cheat
the public, the man simply remarked
“It's all right, sir, )
proper ‘scope ouce, but I turned it
for this after an Irishman gitched &t
me for showing him only ‘arf &
This way pays better and gives
satisfaction "= Argonant,




