WASHINGTON RELICS.

MEMENTOES RECENTLY GIVEN
TOTHE NATIONAL MUSEUM.

Among Them Is a Complete Set of |

Papers, Documents and Household
Accounts in the Handwriting of the
Fathar of His Country.

[Special Washington Letter.]

The memory of George Washington
is dear to the hearts of his
men. The steamboats plying the
Potomac always toll their bells as
they pass Mount Vernon, and the ex-
cursion steamers not only toll their
bells, but their bands of music slow-
ly play ‘““Awmerica,’”’ or sweetly waft
across the water the of that
beautiful Sunday-school bymn, *‘Safe
in the Arms of Jesus.”’

I‘I\'vry article whieh ever belonged
to Washington is highly prized as a
relic, and the government has ex-~
pended considerable money in the
purchase of household goods and
personal property of the ‘‘Father of
His Country.” Fortunately, how-
ever, the men and women who have
come in possession of valuable relics

notes

A VIEW OF MOUNT VERNON.

have donated many of them to the
government, for public exhibition at
the Smithsonian institution. The
old homestead at Mount Vernon is
kent in practically the same
dition it was when the great patriot
and his widow passed away from the
scenes of earth Recently a clump
of trees which had grown tall and
umbrageous has been trimmed down
so that a good view of Mount Vernon
can be obtained from the river. The
lndies in charge of the and
sacred place keep it in re-
pair and make it attract Every
visitor carries away with him form
the place a pleasant memory. Fifty
thousand people have visited Mount
Vernon during the present year.

The mementoes of Washington are
recarded as of importance that
they are given an ti wetion of
one of the halls National
museum, where they a i 1@
collection. Th
well be accurately
save in a large
from an old-time m
ington to his revol
cine chest

One of
the‘ l‘-l”“&"[ Ot
];fe‘h' lot of
which were
nearly all of the 1z n
work. s are the proper-
ty of Lawrence Washington,who gen-
erously made the donation wi
proviso that they should be exhibit-
ed in his name. Bushrod Washing-
ton, the nephew of
ton, after the
guished uncle, received all
papers which had belonged to
general. Bushrod Washington
an associate justice the
Stutes Supreme Court. le
descendants, andjwhen he
papers went, by his wili. to his broth
cr, Corbin Washington, the
grandfather of L. who has
recently ofered thiem for exhibition
in the muscum. Yver
death of Corbin Washington, these
papers were stored away in obscurity,
and have recently, for the first time,
been brought before the publie,
They are regardad by those in charge
of the colleccion as one the most
valuable parts of the Gen. Washing-
ton exhibis, and are kept in separate
cases

One of the valued treasures of the
collection is the will of John Wash-
ington, Goorge Washington’'s great-
grandfather, who, with his brother
Lawrence, ctme to this country from
England. #l2 wasa man of consid-
erable wealth and large landed pos- |
sessions, and owned many boats and |
large sailing In the early |
days of the settlement of America, |
John Washington and Nicholas Spen- |
cer brought to this country a large |
number of settlers, providing pas-
sage for them on their own ships. In
compensation for their services they
received 5,000 acres of Virginia land
from Lord Culpeper. This land al
bordered on the Potomae River, and
included Mount Vernon, which after-
wards became the home and last
resting place of the Father of his
Country. The original deed of this
tract of land is among the papers, |
and there is also n memorandum as
to the nature of the document in-

con-

hist ric
excellient

ive.,

such

»ont
e eluile

dese .
Evervthing,
ure of Wash

volume.

These paper

th the

Greorge Washing-
death of distin-
the
the
was

his

of

of

oroat.
great

wrence,

the

since

Ol

vossels,

dorsed on the back by George Wash- |

This indorsement is as fol-
lows: ‘' Thos. Culpeper’'s patent to
Col. N. Spencer and Lt. Col. John
Washington for 5,000 acres of land.”’
This deed is ancient, as is shown by
ths date which it bears, March 1,
1674

Before the land came into the
hands of the Washingtons a survey
of it was made on the order of Lord
Culpeper. A copy of this order is
among the papers in this collection.
There are also numerous deeds, dated
from that time on, relating to trans-
fers and re-surveys after the Wash-

ington.

couniry- |

i erine,
L ]
of the

i conveys 162 acres in

ington family had control of it,

Thera is a deed from William Harri. | There is a prevaling opinion among

son, an ancestor of ex-President Ben-
jamin  Harrison, transferring 200
acres of woodland in the year 1708
iFrum 1690 to a century later are
| other deeds recording transfers to
gzlml from prominent Virginia gentle-
{ men.

| George Washington was not only a
{ successful soldier and a superior ex-
| ecutive, but it can be said that
| wus a fairly good artist. He early
{ learned to make his own sketches of
surveys of land and afterwards drew
maps and plans of battle. When he
retired to pr vate life at Mount
non he found it pleasant work around
about the estate and make plans for
improvements which he coutd make,
! Included in the Lawrence Washing-
ton collection are quite a number of
maps of Mount Vernon and adjacent
lands, some of them representing the
Potomac river
drawn by George Washington and the
lettering was put by his own
hand. To show how artistically and
aptly he handled the pen there is a
William Whiting to
(George Washington of 200 acres of
land in Stafford county. This is ex-
ecuted in Washington’s handwriting
and is a fine specimen of work.
There is another deed, dated 1617, I;\
which the ght Honorable Cath-
Lady virfax, sole proprietor
northern neck of Vir
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Washington’s mother wrote
the following letter to Lund Wash-
ington “*Dear Sir as I had
wrote to you not to send the cash by
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he museum, o
receipts and
every day of the month. In his own
handwriting there is a m ac-
count of the property and chattels at
Mount Vernon, from which it ap-
pears that there were 216 negroes—
sixty-four of them men, and sixty-
two women. While he was president
of the United States,
ington kept an expense book which
is now very interesting Visitors to
Mount Vernon have seen an ancient
harpsichord; and in account
book it appears that Washington |
paid $18.50 for “freight on the harp- |
sichord for Miss Nellie Custis,’’ his
stepdaughter. - From this it is far
to infer that it was not a moder:
politictan, but George Washington
who originally ‘‘paid the freight’’ in
this country. His stepdaughter cost

inute
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this

| earae upon the

| rods

he |

students of the history of thosa
times that Martha Washington was
the real manager and boss of the
household, nud that George Wash-
ington was allowed to issue very few
orders at home, Syiru D, Fry.

REIGN OF THE BICYCLE.

The Passion for the Wheel Not Like«
ly to Die Out.

Ver-!
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What may be called, not improper-

{ly, the bicycle passion has full pos-

session of several le:
of the world. England
notably those parts of them in and
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His Arm Failed Him Twice.

A N. Auburn (Me

i : ho
hunter,whois a

! erack shot, tells the following story

about himself: He that while

says

{ out hunting the other day he came

upon a fine large deer, not over two
He attempted to raise
his rifle to his shoulder, but his arm
became suddenly paralyzed. At that
moment it would have been as much
of an impossibility to lifta feather
as a thousand weight of iron. All he
could do was to stand there and
watei: the deer disappear in the dis-
tance Then his arm resumed its
normal condition and he started on
the trail again. After a while he
deer a second time,
being less than twenty

Again the hunter at-

the

game
away.

| tampted to raise his rifle to his shoul-

| home.
| ter, and he says that

der, and again his arm refused t«
serve him. He gave up and went
This man is a veteran hun-
he never had

| any trouble of this kind before. ‘' It

PFORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON.
the old man considerable money, but |
he was rich and could afford to settle |
the bills, In his expense book there |
are numerous items  showing
amounts paid for musiec lessons for
Miss Nellie Custis on that harpsi-
chord. “He also paid for lessons in
embroidery for the yoang lady.
Either George Washington wasan
epicure, or his wife, Martha, was a
dainty housekeeper; for, although
they had sinves galore, they paid $30
per month for a cook. He must have
been a French cook, but his name is
not given. Mrs. Washington must
have been very particular about her
household and family linen, for, in-
stead of having her washing done by
a slave, she paid $12.50 per month
for n washerwoman. Her husband
has sc declared in his expense book,

it had been a gray squirrel,’”’ said he
upon his return, 'l dould have shot
its head off without half trying.”’

Insomnia as - Commodity.

Brooklyn has a lawyer who under-
stands his business. In a bill for
services which he presented to a
client was one item for “lying awake
nights and thinking over the case.”

This is the first case on record, we
believe of a man trying to convert
insomnia into coin of the realm, If
this lawyer succeeds in selling his
sleeplessness ut the rate asked, there
will probably be a rush of insomniacs
to court to compel employers to pay
them for the ti.ue spent in bed, won-
dering whether they were going to
lose their jobs or not—for by the
slightest ase of metonomy it can be
made to appear that the employees
were '‘lying awake nights, thinking
of their employers’ business.”

A DAY IN OLD BERLIN.

QUAINTAND CURIOUS S TSIN
THE HEART OF THE CiTY.
The Old Jewish Quarter~-Yenerable
inn of the ''Eye of God’ -~ Cob-
bler's Alley and Other Remnants of

a Past Civilization.
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IN'THE 1NN OF "“THE EYE OF Gob,’
from the falling walls close by fell in
showers, and while an nrmy of work-
men toiled a few yands from their
hearth tearing out the half-erumbled
foundation stones from the four.
teenth centnry, deaths and weddings
oceurred and babies were born among
the fery huandreds remaining in these
ruins till driven elsewhore. Within
this narrow district of barely two
American blocks there have been
living and dying, for centuries, a
human Jlive counting into the thou-
sands, swarming and almost stum-
Wling over each other in their narrow
nbodes,

Of them all, ths Rosen Strasse was
of greatest interest to me. A sort of
ghetto—for here the Jews found
their first privileged resting-place in
Berlin under the mild sway of the
Great Elector, who, in 1671, after the
children of Israel had been deiven
out of Vienna by the bigoted® mach-

L mmost ancient modes of

{ In Corea, farther India,

{ “*The lame is my witness.’'
| ensions of greater importance, when
{ everal join ina compnet, where the

':gh.m.;mm of religions fanatics, grant-
tod them asylum here. That handful
of Viennese Jews, nearly all of them
men of means, was the nucleus of
the great colony of to-day,
some one hundred or 80,
The old synagogue erected by these
fugitives and their
1714 under the reig
Frederic the

ubtion the
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longer with
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modern civiliza-

six months, and those few
ing witnesses of a past age will
have disappeared, too, and

bright sandstone will rise up in their

walls of

stead. One by one they go, these si-
lent remnants of the days when Ber-

lin was an unimportant small inland

{ town in Germany, nothing but one of

the burgs in that wilderness of sand
and pine which was habitually re-
ferred to in derision by the writers of
past centuries
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VON SCHIERBRAND.

The Flames as a Witness.

It is interesting to know that the
burning lamp or the flame of any fire
largely used throughout the
in confirmation of covenants
lt ﬂf ‘))«'
ratifying cove-
mentioned in several

is still
Orient
or is
r

agreements one

nants, and is

| places in the Bible as having been in

vogue in the time of thes patriarchs.
Hindoostan
and in parts of China and Japan it is
the custom, when making a solemn

| promise, especially should the other
{ doubt sincerity, forthe one making the

promise to point to a flame and say -
On oe-

fidelity of one or more is questioned,
the company repair to some mosque
or temple, form in a circle around
the “lamp of the temple,’’ and in the
presence of a mandarin or priest

each solemnly agrees with the other,

pointing each time to the flame as a
witness. The Tartars, in taking oaths
or making covenants, use the liver
of a sheep, goat or horse, run their
fingers in the blood and then make
circles on their foreheads, the whole
proceeding having the same symbolic
weaning that the flame has in the
Orient.

The Congo Rallroad in Africa has

enst $62,000 per mile to construct.

NETTING SHAD.
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The Vitality of Seeds.
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nstances of finds are exiant
while among other articles sold
the Arabs to credulous travelers =
coming out of the same tomb as th
ancient wheat, have been dahlig
bulbs and maize, the de ion o
which is the receptacle hie
they were said to be extracted nece
sitates the beliel that 30 years s
the subjects of the Pharoahs

gaged in commerce with Ameries
Rye and wheat only 185 ol
could not be induced 1o
the place of the embryo
pied by a slimy, putrefied fluid. 1
however, excluded ight anl
air, and, above all, from damp, see
have been known to for lengt
pned })wl“;oulm Seeds of the bean an
pea order have after 1
year's storage in an herbariom, ag
many similar instances have boen
corded. Seeds disinterred from t
s0il taken from under very ancien
building and other situations haw
also sprouted, though tho estimates
of their age have been ail the wa
from 500 to 2000 years. Theye
not, however, be considered beyo
the range of skepticism.
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"ur whaling industry has recently
been revived in Tasmania with ver
hopeful results. This country used
to be the principal centre of the An
tarctic whaie fisheries; but the ,
Jity of the animals—a fact which wa
rendered ovident to the members
thoe Antarctic expeditions  whic
started froma Dundee a couple d
yvears back-~caused it gradually to I
relinquished. This enforced *'clo
time'’ has had a favorable ¢ ffect upol
the whales, which have been ceen W,
“or three at 4 time on the Tasmani
coasts. : 5




