
  

CLAY THEIR DIET. 
THESE ARE NOT INDIANS NOR 

NEGROES, BUT WHITES. 

The Clay is Without Smell or Taste, 

and While Possessing Some Oily | 
Properties it is Poisonous and 

Induces Premature Decay. 

Ever since my childhood I have 

heard abou! the clay-eaters of the 

Southern but until a few 
weeks ago I regarded them as amyih. 
In the interest of an immigration 
company I was making an examina- 

tion of the valleys of the Eastern 
}lue Ridge, extending from the head- 

waters of the aanawha, in West Vir- 

to the headwaters of the Chat- 

tahooche, in Georgia. 
While in the foothills, about thirty 

miles south of Mount A 
panied by a guide, my attention was 
attracted to two men strange 

appearance indicated 
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I confessed that I was, whereup 
he continued, with the i 
troduction, "Waal, 
nigh to the Harracan.”’ 

“Harri was a new word 
and I certainly would have been left in 
ignortance had not t to 
the rescue by informing me that the 
Harrican District’ meant a place 

near the head of the valley, where, 
many years ago, hundreds of acres 
of forest had been leveled by a de- 
structive hurricane. 

What do you do at the 
I asked, 

“Do!” repled the man 
dazed way, and with the 
ing of the chin, as if 
perplexed him. 
thar.” 

“What do you do 
was my next question. 

Oh, not much of nawthi » 
responded, and for the first time a 
ghastly smile flitted over the death 
mask, while his companion, who so 
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far had remained reticent, and seem- | 
ing indifferent as to what had 
said, broke into a eackling laugh. 

leasoning that these men were not 
sensitive, nor particularly dangerous 

if anything I might say offended 
them, [ came directly to the point | 
by asking: 

‘*Are you clay eaters?” 
“Waal, yes,” drawled the man. 

““We-uns is bleeged to eat it when | 
thar ain't nawthin’ better.” 

I must confess that this information | 
I was in | 

the presence of people whom, all my | 
myths. | 

gave me a throb of delight. 

life, I had regarded as 
Against the wishes of my guide, who 
assured me that the country in the 
divection of the Harrican ‘‘was the 
most God-forsaken on the top of the 
green earth,’’ 1 determined to go 
there. 

About three miles from the point 
where we met the two men we enter. 
ed a labyrinth of fallen timber, which 
told me without question that this 
was the ‘‘Harriean.'” The trail skirt. 
ed the timber for about half a mile, 
snd then it ended in a little valley 
like a cul de sac. Before reaching 
this place the fact that it was inhab- 
ited was indicated by e blue smoke 
column that rose straight in the 
clearest of amethystine skies. But 
thi» was not the cnly sign. 4 poor 
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As we neared the cluster of little log | 
cabins, these curs came into evidence. 

| They were as lean and famished-look- | 

ing as their masters, and appeared to 
have much intelligence, and far 
more spirit, | 

Standing in the door of the nearest 

us 

| cabin we saw a lank woman, covered | 

with raged, dirty cotton gar-| 

ment, her ashy face and expression- 
less eves showing unmistakably her 

relationship to the men. About her, 
in various stages of nudity, were a 

number of children, all lank of limb 
and wide of girth, all having the same 
deathly complexion, but with nothing | 
suggestive of childhood about them 

excepting their size. 

The man, who 
this time been as mute as the pro- 
verbial clam, pointed his arm at the 
woman in the door and called out 

“That's Sal. Sal, she's my wife.’ 
Regarding this as an introduction, 

I raised my hat and dismounted. At 
the expense of veracity I ventured to 
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found a stratum about two 
thick of the bluisii-gray substance 
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There were signs all about indicating 
that the place had been worked for 
years, and my examination showed 
that the supply was practically in- 
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THEIR MOUNTAIN CABIN, 

In conversation with the people 1 
was told that they preferred corn 
bread and ment to the clay, but as 
the former required effort to produce 
them, and the clay was hand to 
hand, they regarded it as the main 
source of food. They begin eating it 
before they can crawl, and they con- 
tinue the practice through all the 
years of their lives. 1 was impressed 
with the fact that this clay was at 
once a food and a slow poison. Its 
toxie qualities were indicated in the 

| no visible change of expression. 
{in the course of time they 
i mold the whole countenance, feature 

    shriveled limbs, distended stomachs 

and ghastly complexions of the people 
who use it, while the fact that for 
months at a time during the Winter 

{ season, it is the only food of which 
they partake, indicates that it con- 
tains some elements of nutrition, 

My subsequent investigation led mo 
| to believe that elay-enting is a habit 

{ ns deadly and persistent us the alco- 

holism or morphine mania. In many 
wehre the clay-enters have 

been so placed that they could get 

an abundance of wholesome food 
they still craved and pined for this 
mineral substance. I am led to be- 
lieve that it is more destructive of 

vital energy than opium, and that 
one of its most powerful manifesta- 
tions is that of premature old age. 

After seeing the first clay-eaters I 

had no difficulty in finding and re- 
cognizing others. They live 

munities wherever the clay is to be 
found, and they hold little or no as- 

sociation with the outside world, In 

North Carolina, South Ci in and 
Georgia, during my three months of 

travel, | have fully 
thousand i who {dicted 

to this habit, 

all the 

CASES 

must Giid Tied 

wore 
1 wople 

number 

who was 

us 1 bef 

FACIAL RESEMBLANCES. 

Why People Living Long Together 

Resemble Each Other 
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the imitative faculty is 
ingrained in us that what the 
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eye 
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| perceives the brain makes haste to 
reproduce without stopping to ask 

peo. ur permission | and where two 

» live long together the facial mus- 

‘les of each are constantly 
| stimuli prompting them to mimicry, | 
| As in the case of the emotions these | 

influences may be infinitesimal at any 
given moment, 

Yet 
tend to 

for feature, int) an almost exact fac. 
simile of another. 

Getting Even With the Judge. 

A Maine Congressman tells a good 
story of a veteran lawyer up in his 
State who more than equalled Ben 
Butler in his famous quarrel with a 
Rhode Island Judge ovér his attempt 
to conceal his contempt for the 
Court. The Maine barrister was a 
man of very plain speech, and on 
one occarion he told a presiding mag- 
istrate very plainly what he thought 
of his decision. The Judge promptly 
fined him $50. “*All right,” said the 
lswyer: ‘I have a note against you 
for $100 which 1 have been trying to 
collect for the past ten years, and I'll 
indorse it over to you. 1 never ex- 
pected to get that much for it,”’ and 
without a word he pulled the note 
out of his pocket and indorsed it 
over. The Judge had nothing further 
to say.—{ Washington Times, 

Asn 's pay in the British navy 
is from £1,000 to $15,000» year, | 
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FOR THE YOUNG FOLKS. 

EARLY AXD 1 ATE. 

Go to bed early—wanke up with joy; 
(10 to bed lnte——cross 14 r | rl of Oy. 

(10 to bed early—ready for play; 
Go to bed late—~-moping all day. 

Gio to bed early——no pains or ills; 
Gio to bed Inte—doctors und pills, 

{W. Reed in St. Nicholas, — MN. 
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VERMICELL!I EMBROIDERY. 

it is Effective and Simple in Detail 
Worked on Fine White Linen. 
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chair back, and suggests a very pretty 
cushion, The accompanying diagram 
also affords an excellent idea of the 
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DETAIL OF THE VERMICELLI STITCH, 

meandering lines for the back und. 
The embroidery is worked upon 

very white linen, lined with a some- 
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which gives a very pleasing broken 
effect to the background, 

The seat of the chair may be work- 
ed ina similar manner, and the de. 
sign may alse be easily adapted to a 
square sofa pillow. This may aiso 
be applied to screen panels, scarfs 
for library tables and for bed spreads. 

In executing the work care must be 

over the lines with the least possible 
number of interruptions. if abso. 
lutely necessary, a break may be 
made as indicated in the working di- 
agram, but as far as possible the 
lines should be continuous, 

Non-fading washing silks may, if 
desired, be substituted for crewels, 
and it is needless te say that in works 
ing a bed spread, it will be perfectly 
admissible to omit the back-ground 
stitching and confine the decoration 
to the colored work alone, for, unless 
the aid of the machine should be in- 

voked, the covering of such a large 
surface with the vermicelli lines, if 
done by hand, is somewhat too much   
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NOVELTIES IN NECKWEAR. 

Pretty Notions to Suit All Complex- 
ions 
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groen and emi. 
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plain or gauffered, and one new and 

prettily collar band is made of rosettes 
of gauze, alternating with knots of 
ribbon in the same shade exactly. 
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A New Counterfeit Bill. 

Major Thomas B arter, trea. 
sury agent for Indiana. received yes- 
terday from the department at Wash. 
ington an accurate description of a 
new counterfeit ten-«dollar bill which 
has recently made its appearance. It 
is said that the general appearance 
of the note is calculated to deceive, 
although it displays a number of 
glaring errors in the spelling of words 

{and in the punctuation. The portrait 
{ of Webster in one corner of the bill 

is described as flat and unnatural in 
appearance, the shade lines being 
about the same depth over the entire 
fice, which makes the white spot on 
the forehead too prominent. The 

| small vine running from the right 
| gide of the counter and immediately 
{under the word ‘the.’ un r left 

taken to let the vermicelli lines flow | ppe corner, does not appear in the coun- 
terfeit. In the “penalty” on the 
back of the note the commas bets 
ween the wonis ‘‘note”” and ‘‘or” 

{and the words “it’’ and “‘or’’ are oms- 
itted, as is the period alter the words 
“debt” and the bracket after the 
$5,000. The first word ‘‘this” is 
spelled “tnis,” and the word plate is 
spelled “plae,"={ Indianapolis Jour 
nal. 

As accordion plaited waists are al 
the style, the manufacturers have in« 
vented a silk Diaited on the cross. 
wise and of sufficient depth for waists ; 
some of it is laid in tiny plaits, while 
in others the seem to form   A fa So Liapose. upon nibeteenth extremely  


