
  

FOREST FIRES 
TOWNS WIPED OUT.-FOUR HUN- 

DRED KILLED. 

Appalling Loss of Life and Enormous Dam. 

age to Property Caused by Forest 
Fires Raging. 

The town of Hinckley seventy-five 
miles from St, Paul on the St Paul 
and Duluth road, with a population of 
1,000 to 1,200, was wiped out of exist- 
ence on Sunday night by a raging for 
est fire, which swept down on the 
doomed village. The smaller towns of 
Mission Creek and Pokegams, near 
Hinckley, were also wiped out. 
The loss of life is variously estimat- 

ed at from 100 to 400 and it is almost 
certain that the loss will equal 200, 
The death list increases every hour. 

The vast valley between the Kettle 
river and Cross lake is laid waste, in- 
cluding several villages and settle 
ments. Besides the towns that were 

| 
their eyes filled with ashes and cinders, 

the distance, seventy miles, from the 
nearest blazes of magnitude and the 
light of day was long before four o'clock 
completely obscure so that lights were 
turned on all over the city. Eleetriel- 
ty, however, gave but a feeble blue 
glimmer, 

Late Monday night news of the 
most startling character came in from 
the line of the eastern Minnesota road. 
The towns of Sandstone, Partridge 
and Mansfield, with a combined pop- 
ulation of 1,600 people, were wiped out 
and the inhabitants were not to be 
found. The reports of fatalities in the 
towns on the Eastern are so fearful 
that the railroad officials refuse to an- 
nounce them, believing them exagger- 
ated, 

Up to noon Monday the known 
dead were about 400. The full facts 
cannot be known until a thorough 

search has been made in the forty 

miles square of fireswept forest. The 
loss of stock, horses, cattle and hogs 

The air was as from a furnace even at 

You Will... .. 

Make No istake 

IF YOU SEND TO THE 

D F, FORTREY, 

i £ LEMANT DALE, 

|W 6G. RUNKLE |W, 6 I Kl 

ATTORNEYS. 

| JOHN KLINE. 
Attorney at Law, 

BELLEFONTE, PA. 
Office on second floor of Furet's building. north 

{of Court House, Can be cousulled in German 
and Euglish ‘anny 

J. H.ORVIS, CC. M. BOWER, KE L ORVIE 
] ()1VIS, BOW ER & ORVISE, 

At orneys at Law, 
BELLEFONTE PA. 

Office in Crider’s Exchange building on second | 
4 i tioor ‘ansh 

Atlorney st law 
BELLEFONTE, PA. 

Office in Conrad Building, jangl 

Attorney al Law, 

BELLEFONTE, PA. 

: N. W, corner Diamond, two doors from 
rit National Bank 

Atlorney-at-Law, 
BELLEY 

All Kindsof legal business a 

| Bpecial sttention given Ww coll 
{ Boor Crider Excha ge 

PENNSYLVANIA R. R. 

Philadelphia & Erie R. R. Division 
and Northern Central Railway, 

Time Table, in effect May 27, 1804 

TRAINS LEAVE MONTANDOR, EASTWASRS 
9.18 a. m~Train 14. (Daily except Sunds 

For Bunbury, Willkerbarre, Hazleton, Potteviile 
Harrisburg and Intermed iste! stations, Brrivinig 
at Philadelphia at 500 p, m., New York, 0.50 5 
m., Baltimore, 2.10 p Washington 4.80 p. m, 
couneciin al Philadelphia for all sex-shore 
points, Brough passenger coaches to Phils- 
delphia and Baltimore Parlor cars wo Fhiladel. 

" ~Traln 8 Dually except Punday.) 
ur # intermedinte slas 

#1650p m., Kew 
7; Washing 

to Philadel. 
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two persons escaped from a neighbor- 
hood to tell of the destruction. The 
dead are being picked up by the score. 

A passenger train was caught by the 

fires. Mrs. Lawrence, an escaped pass- 
enger says: The first evidence of the 
fire was noticeable about ten miles 
north of Hinckley when the air be- 
came almost suffocating. One mile 
north of Hinckley a number of per- 
sons, Mrs. Lawrence estimates the 

number at fifty, rushed toward the 
train screaming frantically, The en- 
gineer, seeing the danger they were in 
if they remained, stopped the train to 
let them aboard. The heat became in- 
tense and the whole volcano of fire 
seemed to burst out in a mighty effort 
to wipe the train and its occupants off’ 
the face of the earth. Mrs. Lawrence, 

describing the scene said: 
“At the first rush of the flames to- 

ward the cars the window panes went 
out with a crash and the train began 
to return toward Skunk Lake. Peo- 
ple screamed and men jumped through 
the car windows. The wild panic was 
horrible. There was no humanity in 
it. Every fearcrazed person was for 
himself and they did not care how 
they got out of the swirling, rushing 

broken rock covered by a few inches of 
ashes and dust. 

It is now the generally accepted be- 
lief that many more people would have 
been saved at Hinckley had they gone 
to the river or stayed in the gravel 
pits, but every one was panic-stricken. 
Many who started for the gravel pit 
lost heart when they got there and 
pressed onward to the river and then 
many of the latter pressed on beyond 
the river to a neighboring swamp. 
All these latter lost their lives. 

At one o'clock Monday afternoon a 
baggage car came up from Pine City 
loaded with provisions. The car was | 
guarded by soldiers of the First regi-   ment. The men who had been work- | 
ing since Sunday in the cemetery | 
without food were first attended to. | 
Then the crowd of homeless refugees | 

Many of them had not eaten since 
noon last Saturday. | 

It is difficult to portray the situa- | 
tion at Hinckley. A few refugees, a | 
half score of searchers, a team or two | 
transporting boxes containing dead | 
bodies, the place where a town had | 
been—that is the picture. 
The gravity of the situation from 
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Saturday afternoon all wires went 
down and it was Sunday night before 
they were even partially replaced. 
Both telegraph companies had twen- 
ty-five miles of main lines destroyed. 
Sdon after noon Saturday there sprung 
up a fierce wind that blew vast vol 
umes of smoke into Duluth, while 

i 5 

aged 71 years, 
AAI MA SAUNAS SNA 
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Several departments of the Milton 
ear works resumed work W. y 
giving t to about 300 men, 
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District of Columbia only, and not to 
the various states wo that Baturday, 
September 1 will be observed as desig- 
nated by the legislature of this state as 
a legal holiday. 
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