
IF I WERE FAIR. 

{Thon she looked into her mirror."] 

If 1 were fair! 

If 1 had little hands and slender fool, 

If to my cheeks the color rich and sweet 

Came at a word, and faded at a frown; 

If I had clinging curls of burnish'd browu; 

If I had dreamy eyes aglow with smilas 

And graceful limbs and pretty girlish wiies— 

If I were fair, Love would not turn aside; 

Life's paths, so narrow, would be broad and 

wide, 

If 1 were fair! 

If 1 were fair, 

Perhaps like other maidens I might hold 

A true heart's store of tried and tested gold 

f.ove waits on Beauty, though sweet Love 

alone, 

It seems to me, for aught might wall atone, 

But Beauty's charm is strong and Love obey 

The mystic witchery of her shy ways, 

If I were fair, my years would suom so few; 

Life would unfold sweet pictures to 

If I were fair! 

my view 

If I were fair, 

Perhaps the baby, with a scream of joy, 

To clasp my neck would throw away its toy, 

And hide its dimples in my shining hair, 

Bawilder'd by the maze of glory there! 

But now--oh! shadow of a young girl's face; 

Uncolor'd lips that Pain’s cold fingers tn 

You will not blame the child whose wee 

close, 

Not on the blighted bud, but on the re 

Bo rich and fair, 

If I were fair, 

Oh! just a little fair, with some soft tou 

About my face to glorify it much! 

If no one shunn'd my presence, or my kiss, 
Lor My heart would almost break beneath its bliss, 

"Tis said each pilgrim shall attain hi 

And perfect light shall flood 

sonl, 

& mto When day's lush merge 

And th And night is here. 

stars 

1 #ball be fair! 
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A BROKEN COMPACT. 
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Eric one of those large, good 

hearted fellows, who usually begin life 

idealizing women, and apt to | 
cut their wisdom teeth rather painfully, 
while learning discrimination in regard 

the inconsistent sex. He was clear- 

headed on most matters, but he was ob 
tuse in spiritual perception, in common 
with a greater number of men than is | 
commonly suspected. He was, therefore, 
incapable of understanding the fine shad 
ings and gradations of feminine chm 

acter, 

Eric was making a big blunder at pre- | 
sent, To use a homely saving he was | 
putting Maude and Clara in the same 
peck measure. Maude had been one of | 
those pretty, bewitching, frivolous crea- | 
tures, who take a man's heart by storm, 

and marry him if they will to do so, 
Claro Raymond, on the contrary, was 

a strong, womanly character, with many 
reserves in store to surprise the man who | 
should be fortunate enough to win a 
slace in her regard, Eric was attracted 
} her strongly, yet she seemed some- 
times to repel him. Lately there had 
been a falling off in her frank friendli- 
ness, He advanced in provortion as she 
seemed to recede, And yet she had no 
intention of feigning indifference in order 
to lead him a chase. She was merely fol- 
lowing th: instinct of self-preservation. 
Bhe was guarding herself from crossing a 
safc boundary, Danger was not likely 
to result to either from over-precipita- 
tion. 

As time wore on, Eric began to find 
that his attachment was of an altogether 
different nature from that he had felt for 
Maude. A stogular soothing influence 
seemed to float out from Clara when he 
was with her, and enfold him like a gar- 
ment. Alone and apart from her he 
tried to analyze his fostingy He put an 

to the mouth, 

Was 

irncter, 

was an jut 

‘ It did nos 

shrewd observer of hun 

he had already 
f good comrade 

this 

which begins this stor 

Fleming 

ve ry 

10 see that 

0 8 

friend woman 

of bravado. 
begun to nider 

shaky. 
with 

himself against 

approaches of another pas 

1 wns 

who are 

to 

had developed in him a stern self -repres- 
sion, 

One evening after an hour's solitary 
reflection on the situation, he sat down 
and wrote: 

“Resolved, —That T will not speak of 
love to Clara Raymond until three years 
from my first meeting with her have 

elapsed, If at that period we are still 

good comrades, I will ask her to marry 
me,” 

He enclosed the paper in an eavelope, 

sealed it, and wrote across the back 

“‘Compact with myself, to be Kept until 

Oct. 16, 1800." 
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| abroad, 
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  embargo upon himself, experience 

returned from a short season 

on one of the staunch and safe 

One bright erisp morning she paid a 

visit to the Art Museum in Copley Square, 
wanted to inspect some copies 

through the doors of the museum, but 

did not see any of her own ac 
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there was a pensive expression in her 

Erie had called to see her 

before. His manner had 

He had no longer the free, 
their earlier nc 

eyes, 

the evening 

puzzled her. 
hearty friendliness of 
quaintance. He had greeted her with 
manifest pleasure shining in his eyes, 
and afterwards made his adieus in a cold, 
constrained manner. She wondered if 

! the publishing firm in which he was a | 
| junior partner, 
| had talked of his short trip t 
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coast in disjointed sentences. 
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fusion. Yes: now she understood his 

{ peculiar manner towards her. He had de 
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| tected her liking and was trying to pre. 

| vent its growth. 
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With a tempest in her breast, Clara 

mechanically among the 

white figures which still seemed instinet 

| with, the grand passions of long ago. 

| The strong lines around her mouth were 
{ hardening. 
{ as quickly as possible. 

She got out of the building 
She did not want 

to encounter Mrs. Mansfield, 
It was three months later. Eric was 

sitting in his room, studying 
Clara's face in the pink radiance. 

He was trying to fathom the subtle 
| change which had overtaken her, While 
continuing the easy conditions of friend. 

ship, she had managed to pat an infinite 
distance between them. She did not 
seem lovable, as once. A certain hard. 
ness in speech and manner {frequently 
jarred upon him. But this hardness 
melted into geniality, he could see, when 
she talked with Henry Nash or Fred 
Roberts, With them sand others she was 
smiling, radiant, 

He could not know her struggle. She 
was stamping out her love slowly but 
surely, with all the strength of her proud 
nature, and at the same time striving to 
save herself from growing bitter, In 
time she should be able to treat Eric 
more kindly-~when she had conquered 
herself, 

“He might almost sympathize with 
me,” she thought, ‘since he has been 
through the same experience.” 

“I suppose she is heartless as Maude 
if the truth was known,” Eric thought 
bitterly, as he put down the picture snd 
begun to walk off his disturbance, 

ere was a rap at the door, He 

There stood Henry Nash, 
“Good evening.” 
“Ah, good evening, 

chair.” 
“In the doldrums ?" asked Nash, ashe 

sat down, with a glance at Eric's moody 

countenance, 

“Why, ne,” said Ericslowly, resuming 

his seat, and slipping Clara's picture 
under a pile of papers, » movement which 
did not escape the eve of his caller, 

“I've seen you with na happier phiz,” 
remarked Nash, as he took up a volume 

of Shelley's poems and began to turn the 
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felt happier in my life-time,” asset ved 

| Eric. 
«May I ask what is this document 

| said Nash, ns he came upon Eric's reso 

tl lution between the leaves of Shelley, 
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| Grecian statuettes and groups, the orig- | 
| inals of which she had seen in the British 
| Museum, 

A few visitors were coming and going { myself and me, 

{ out 
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He took up the envelope and read 

i “Compact with myself, to be kept until 
i Oct. 16, 1810, 

“(), that's a private matter between 

returned Erie, reaching 

his hand for the missive 

Nash saw that he changed color 
“I'll wager it's a compact that is better 

declared 

about that,” Eric re ‘1 don't know 

“Does it relate to a woman?" 

“Ye-on" 
Nash's eves shone keen enough to sed 
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lara was among the uninjured. She 
wd not been even stunned, and now felt 
marvellously clear-headed as she walked | 

sround trying to infuse courage into the | 

panic-stricken, Suddenly she came upon | 
Eric Fleming. His face showed white 

and death-like by the light of that piti 
less red eye. He was pinned down in 

the wreck so that he could Bot move a 
muscle, 

“We are both here, it seems,” he said 
with a weak smile, as she stopped before 
him, 

“And one of us is a prisoner,” she re 
joined in a cheerful tome, though her 
heart was heavy. ‘Can you not move at 
ali is 

‘“No. 1 think my arm is broken, and | 
cannot breathe easy in this position. 
Still, I am much better off than many 
others, If they would oily move these 
things off, I could." 

“I am pretty strong,” she interrupted. 
*‘Perhaps 1 can help you.’ 

She stopped suddenly with a strange 
look in her eyes, A fire had kindled from 
the engine. The flames were already 
leaping toward her, 

Clara wonders to this day at the 
strength which came upon her. Bhe 
moved the wrecked sections of the car 
around him, sufficiently to extrieate and 
drag him to the brookside beyond the 
reach of danger. By that time ho had 
fainted from the pain of his shattered 
arm. She bathed his face with water and 
he revived presently to see her standing 
over him, He could feel that strong, 
soothing influence outflowing from her 
toward him, as in the long age. It was 
bracing. It gave iim strength to rise 
above his pain, 

“You have saved my life." he sid, 
“My arm will be all right after a 
while.” 

“Yes, but if I might hope that the wall 

is broken down between us—" he began, 
wistfully. 

“You may hope,” she said softly. Ani 

then they heard the ambulanee coming, — 
Yunkee Blade, 

Monster Prehistoric Tides 

At present the moon is 240,000 miles 

away from our globe; but 

that distance away, or, 

miles away, That time must of 4 neces 

tity have corresponded to some gen 
terrestrial geological epoch; probably it | 
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At the present time the average heigh | 

of the tides the world over is only about 

three feet; in the far away time alluded 

to {when the only 4). 00K moon wns 

miles away) they were 216 times as high 
as at present, or 68 feet in height, Buck 

a tide as that would wash St 

the face of the earth, throw a flood of ses 

water sixty-one feet high on the Chicage 

waterworks tower and drown out almost 

every place of importance in the 
United States. Three-quarter tide 
would leave but a few of the tallest chim 

neys and spires in St. Louis above water 
and a full tide would run up into 

the pineries of Canada. jut this would 

only last for a few hours at a time; it 
less than five hours the whole of thi 

flood Not 
would it leave Missouri and all of the re 
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How Hiundoos Bathe, 

An interesting sight at Benares, the 

sacred city of the Hindoos, is the bath 

ing ghats, For miles along the left bank 

of the river are from fifty to a hundred 
steps or terraces that lead from the Hin 
doo palaces and temples down into the 
water. Here every morning at sunrise, 
summer and winter, are thousands upos 
thousands of bathers and worshipers 
They reach the water's edge facing the 
rising sun, disrobe, pray, bathe, go 
through many strange, cabalistic contor. | 
tions and give many curious signs it 
worshiping their great gods. All 

and sincerity, 

with cocoanut or flaxseed or palm oil 
put on dry clothing and go 
with a pot of the sacred water on theb 
heads as pappy and contented as possible | 
As we ride by boat in the early morning 
up and down the miles of bathing ghats 
woe wonder whence came this curiowm 
custom. But when we remember thw 
the Egyptians and Assyrians did the 
same thing over 8,000 years ago; that the 
old Persians and Peruvians and even the 
ancient Mexicans did the same, that the 
Mohammedans do the same, that the 
Jews immersed in the sacred Jordan, and 
that our Christian believers use water, 
either by immersion or sprinkling with 
the holiest rites, we can but wonder {i 
the world adopted its religious ceremond 
als with water from one of the oldes 
people on 
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time when it was only one-sixth part of | 
say nbout 40,000 
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SUBMARINE CABLES 

| Their Manufacture and the Ships fror 

Which They Are Laid, 

The manufacture 
has until quite lately never reached a 

Inrge sesle in any country except England, 
Some years ngo Mess. ,, Pirelli established 

factories at Spezzia and Milan, Italy, Tor 
the purpose of engaging in the manu 

facture of submarine and : 
the assistance of the Italian Governms 
they h ve laid a few short cables int 

Mediterranean, but they have never hi 

an opportunity of carrying out any re ally 

important cable-laving work When, in 

18840. the French Government insisted on 
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AN ANIMAL HOSPITAL, 

{ 

Full-Fledged Retreat for Horses, Dogs, 

i Cows and Cats. 

Instead of the marble busts of the 

{ fathers of medicine which ordinarily 
adorn the corridors of medical colleges 

is, 8 row of of 

some of w hich 

greets the visitor who enters the 

lyn Veterinary Hospital, 

This hospital is indeed one of the most 
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P i t thick, the lower surface 
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level of the sea Between these strata 
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mountains.” 
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with similar results, the Presbyterians | 
and Methodists directing and 
them. At one of these meetings in Ken- 
tucky it is stated there 
20,000 people. The Presbyterians gradu 
ally retired from the field, while the 
Methodists carried the meetings to all 

parts of the country. Since then 

denominations have adopted them. -— 
[Detroit Free Press, 

Ninety Milllon Ton: of Rock Salt, 

A mass of 80,000,000 tons of pure, com- 
pact rock salt, located on an island 185 
feet high, which rises from a miserable 
sen marsh on the route from Brash ar to 
New Iberia, La, is one of the natural 
wonders of the world. How this island 
ever came into existence in such a locals 
ity is a matter of conjecture. Vegetation 
is prolific, the scenery being beauiiful 
and varied. In the center of the island. 
which is the only solid spot in the vast 
expanse of sea marsh, which extends for 
or in all directions, rises Salt Peak, 
the largest body of exposed rock salt in 
the world, Having never been curves, 
its exact extent is, as yet, nnkno'vn; 
however, those who have visited the lo- 
eality say that there is not less than 90, 
000,000 tons of pure crystal salt in sight. 
It is needless to add that the daze 
clearness of Salt Peak is in striking con- con 
trast to the somber lagoons, bayous, and 
salt marshes which surround it on all 

ducting | 

wore present : 

other | 

Nests of Huomming-birds, 

The nests of humming birds are among 
the most beautiful examples of avian 
architecture, They are usually made 
very compact, most of them cap shaped 

| or turban shaped, the materials compos. 
ing them being chiefly plant down, inter. 

| woven with and strengthened by spiders’ 
webs, and often ornamented by an ex. 
ternal mosaic of small lichens, Ordin- 

| arily the nest is saddied upon a twig, to 
{which it is firmly bound by spiders’ 
lwebs, The Hermits, however, fasten 
| their little houses to the ends of long 
| Jeaves at the extremities of tree-branches, 
| #0 that the monkeys cannot get at them. 
| Other species make nests resembling ting 
| hammocks, which are most ingenious! 
attached to the face of cliffs or rocks 
spiders’ webs, Some humming-birds, 
which live just below the snow-line of 
the Andes, hang their nests from ten- 
drils, and, when one side of the small 
dwelling proves heavier than the other, 
a stone or piece of earth is adjusted as a 
weight to establish a balance. 
winged pygmies exhibit a high degree of 
intelligence in concealing their nests, by 
making them of such forms or materials 
as will repemble natural excrescences of 
a such as a knot or ‘a pinecone, 
The aid are alwa white, Two. Brood   are produced in a season. — | Boston Tran So ps | ®  


