SINGING BIRDS.

GROWTH OF THE IMPORTATION
OF CANARIES,
¥Mow They Are Taught—A Bullineh’s

One I:'sllllt Other Cage Blrds.

In the yvear 1842, when the first impor
tation of singing birds made from
H(‘mnm_\ to New York, cages conld not
‘be found for them; the proper food
could not be procured; and bird fapciers
wers so few, that of the one thousand
birdalaended, the greater number lu~li~hv-i
unsold, The
was kindled and grew
importer sold ten thousand, and in 1860
fifteen thousand. Last year New
York house alone imported from Get
many, between the months of S8eptember
and June, forty-two thousand birds: and
this number was equalled, if not exo Hed,
by other houses .

A calculation has been made that proves
the significant fact that enough iron wire
to belt the #lobe with a netting a yard
wide is manufactured yearly into eages
for binls,

The favorite house-birds are canaries—
brought principally from vicinities of
the Har*z Mountains—a land noted for

yware air and delicious spring waters
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The bull-finch, gold-finch, the
little brown linnet and speckled thrush,
the black-cap. the English
nightingale, and the lark are the fas
songsters caged from porth temperate
climes: but the nightingale and the lark
pine for liberty
{nnkrn heart

Parrots, paroquets, and
Afriean “wax-bill “amaranths,’
“‘quakers,” interesting  as
pets, can hardly be classified with
ng-birds,” but they
with the canary —the willingness
housed and the gr titude for their daily
bread - not any of these little ereatures are
indifferent to the quality of the hospital
ity they accept.  The cage must be clean
and canopied from midday sun; the bath
and the water to drink must be fresh
pure; the sand and cuttiefisl
the seed the very b o
sonyg and to Keep voice clear, the
cage must not be large, and it must be
studiously kept from draoghts. The
seod must he mixed of  Sicily  canars
seed and German summer r:w;n'uw:-«-el A
little hl'mp. mitiet, and maw - seed should
be added: and an oceasional treat or
“surprise-dish” of chickweed or lettuce,
& bit of boiled carrot, a slice of
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Life In China,

The singular conditions of Jife at Amaoy,

the metropolis of the great Chinese pro- |
have been the theme of |
an interestimg report of the United Siates |

vinee of Fukien,

cousul at that city, Mr. Bedloe, Amoy,
which is a city of about a million people,
and the centre of a dewsely populated
region, is perhaps the cheapest place in
the world, Workingmen l!\'c and sup-

or |
apple, or morsel of sugur not tardily re- !

port large families on fifteen coents a day,
and are said to be as happy as working
| men any where,
|  The daily fare of an Amoy working
! man and its cost to him are about as fol
lows: One und a half pounds of rice,
three cents: one ounce of meat
of fish, two ounces of

costing

| one ounce shell

| fsh. one cent altogether; onc pound of |

other vegetable, cent

t:“,

or one

and

eabbage

fuel, salt

cents,
This is better f

European laborers enjoy

one cent: total,

are than
In what little

much

time the Amov workingman can find from |

his toil, he flics kites, plays shuttlecock
and indualees in mild practical jokes

his He

worries about nothing.

o1

friends eoes to bed early, and

The wife and children of the Chinese |

family gather driftwood, edible sea-meoss
shell-fish, mushrooms and dead branches
of the things they pick up they
barter for rice and vegetables,
times a woman and her children provide
in this way all the food of the family,
Small boys earn a few copper ¢ ins hy
marching in religious ut
funerals, wakes, exorcisms, weddings
{ and other ceremonies
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Dynamite in an Indian Fight,

The Italian Lithophagous, or Stone-

Fater.
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This queer « reatur
was born with two small pebbles in his
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Who Samed “The Empire State 7%

The above question is often asked, hut
seldom  properly answered.  Genera
Washington is the man to whom that
and many other honors belong, In his
reply to the “*Address of the
{Couneil of New York City” the great
General said: ‘1 pray that heaven be
stow its cholcest blessings on your city
{ that a well regulated and beneficial com
{ merce may enrich your citizens, and that

your Rtate (at present the scat of em

| pirey m v set such examples of wisdow |

and iiberality as shall have a tendency to

| strengthen and give a permanency to the
Union at home and erodit and  respect.
ability abroad.”  This is of course an
inferentinl allusion, but was the origio
Lof New York's popular name, neverthe
lexs, | 8t. Louis Republic.

Keep flowers fresh by putting » pinch
of soda in the water,

six |

many |
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THE CHILDREN,

FOR

THE BIRDIK'S

HOh, birdie, birdie, will you, pet?
Diamond stones and amber and jet,
'l string in a necklace fair and tine,
To please this pretty bird of mine,”

“Oh, thavks for diamends, and

for jet,
But here is something daintier yet,
A feather necklaet and round
That I would

pound
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I'l buy you a dish.of s ver fret

A\ golden cup and an ivory seat,
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“How! When ! asked Tony

“(3et my knife to pare the apples, and |
One night, when you were | ;
| the poet not long ago told an inguirer

I'H tell von
a litthe baby, father waked very suddenly

‘Do von hear that rat? said he, I do
believe he'll eat his way right into this
room before momiog.” So he got up to
throw his at the place where the
sound came from, and m:u{v all the racket
he could to seare the creature away.

boot

And then, I never knew why, he opened |

the door that led down-stairs, and puff!
pufl ! come smoke right into the room.
‘Fire! Fire! he eried out, ‘Oh, Martha,
quick! quick! Wrap the baby up and
follow me: we havea't a moment 1o
Jose?  And we hada’t, indeed, for we
1o sooner got down uml out (](mu w lu-n
the staire were all in a blaze, If it hadn't
beens for that rat, noue of us would have
been living to day. T confess 1 don't
like rats; they are sly and mischievous,
bt the good God condescended to use
that one as his messenger to waken us
and save our lives, Do you wonder that
ever since that night 1 have had a fricnd-
Iy feeling toward rats?"”

“Does God use such little, good-for.
nothing things to do his errands” agked
Tony. in u tone of surorise,
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It has been supposed that
his
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Bat

Freitehie” was
N. Southworth,

“Barbara
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luu‘in
from Mrs, E

that he caught the coneeit in this way

He was waiting for his mail at the Ames
bury postoffice one day, and while thus
detained listened to the narrative of a
soldier. home on leave, who had been
wounded at Monocacy, and who wit
nessed  the flag-waving  episode, but
eould not tell the woman's name,
Thereupon the poet wrote to the post

and ean nse all I

|

|

- fivilization, |

master of Prederick, Mr. Wm. D. Jenks:

and the latter replied : **In all probability
the heroine's name is Barbaia Freitehie, ™

| There was ope clrenmsiance which Whit-
; tier never cleared up to his own satisfac- |
A« he understood it, the soldier |

fion.
deseribed the heroine as a young woman §
Mr, Jenks deseribed her as four.score
years and ten. ‘I never saw the soldier
agnin,” said Whittier, ‘‘neither do 1
know his name, All 1 could learn of him
was that he wae 'a member of a Massa.
chusetts regiment. 1 have given Mr
Jenks' reply from memory, being too
feeble to look throngh mg accumulated
vorrespondence, and give hus answer ver
batim,"
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MEMORY OF ANIMALS,
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Fear and Cholera,
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hospital and ordered to lic down at one
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ence the corpse was removed, The mm
undressed and went tobed.  In less thar
half an hour he began vomiting and i
six hours Be died from cholera,

The man died from cholera, wich v
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PENNSYLVANIA ITEMS,

Epitome of News Gleaned from Various
Parts of the

ARDEESON

tate.

the Delaware County leper,
created a sensation in Middietown Towaship

by wvisiting 4

several stores orehards,

and

Good citizeos declare that they will take the
jaw into thelr own baonds if not protected
from him by the authorities
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Filossie's Fanc.es. g

Flossic was spending a month in
the country, and the second evening
after her arrival she was taken out to
see the milking.

“Well,” she said, when a glass of
warm milk was handed her, “that's
the first time | ever saw a milk wagon
with four legs”

Hens and eggs were objects of ine
terest 1o her also, but she did not see
a turkey until she had made the
rounds of the heanery, and then she
frightened up a great old gobbler in
the melon pateh. He made a rushy
for the fence and she fell over a wats
ermelon. :

“What's that, Flossic®® iaquired|
her mother, 1

“I don't know.” she said, as shel
brushed her dress, “but I guess it is
the kind of hen that lays watermel-l
ons "—Free Press. . 3




