
THE FATHERS OF GREAT MEN, 

An Interesting Compilation That 
Worth Keeping for Reference. 
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Homer was a farmer's son. 
Lucian was a sculptor’s son 

Neander's father was a carter, 
Pope's father was a merchant. 

Milton was the son of a copyist, 
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Marshal St. Cyr was a peddler's son 

and enlisted as a private 2 

Murat was an innkeepers son, 
intended for the priesthood. 

Fishbein, the goat historic] painter, 
was the son of a baker, i 

Magliabecchi, the linguist, was the son | 

of a vegetable ped lier. 

Farinelli, the wonderfol thalg soprano, 

was the son of a miller 

The father of Edward Irving, 
divine, was a tanner, 

Sallust was the son of a slave, 
some say, of a freedman, 

Blake, the poet, engraver and painter, 1 

was the son of a hosier, 
The father of Spontini, the apera com 
ger, was a farm laborer, 

The father of Diderot, 
pedist, was a knife grinder. i 

The Roman Emperor Maxin jun was the 
sou of a common soldier, 

The father of Thorwaldser, tae sculp. 
tor, was a ship carpenter, i 

Rossenu, the author of 
the son of = watchmaker, i 

Gifford, the poet, was & snilor's son, | 
and himself a shoemaker, 

The father of David Livingstone was | 
an operator in a cotton mill, { 

Franklin was the son of 8 seap-boiler, | 
snd was himself a printer, 

Marshal Lannes was a carpenter's son, 
and himself an apprentice. 

Ramus, the divine, was the son of a 
laborer, and himself a servent, 

Demosthenes was the son of a sword 
er and blacksmith, i 

The father of Sir Robert Poel, the 

statesman, was a day laborer, 
The father of Johann Muller, the Ger. 

man scientist, was a peaspnt, 
The father of Keats kept a livery 

stable, in which the poet was born. 
Cervantes’ father was a soldier, and he 

himself served in many wars, 
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Marshal Suchet was a 
boy, and enlisted in the ranks 

The father of Constable, the painter, 
was i miller and a flour merchant, 

Daniel Webster was the son of a farmer 
in very humble circumstances, 

The father Alexander Wilson, the 
ornithologist, was a day laborer, 

Southey’s father was a linen drapes 

and employed his son in the shop. 
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Winkleman, the German philosopher, 
was the son of a shoemaker, and himself 

worked at the bench, 
The father of Michael Romanoff, the 

| founder of the present Roman dynasty, 

i was a Russian priest, 

Marshal Lefebvre was the of a 
driver, and began his military 

career as a private soldier. 
Moliere was the son of an upholsterer, 
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| who tried in vain to teach him the rudi- 
i ments of the business, 

The father of Sextus V. was a tenant 
| farmer, who economized at every point 
| to give his son an education, 

Aesop's father was a slave, and the 
| writer of fables is believed to have been 

| in servitude most of his days, 
Claude Lorraine, the great landscape 

painter, was the son of a cook, and him 
self learned the art of pastry. 

The father of John Hunter, the great 
| anatomist, was a carpenter, and appren 
| ticed his son to that trade. 

Kirke White, the English poet, was a 
butcher's son and carried steaks to his 
father's customers, 

The father of Kant, the great German 
thinker, was a saddler and taught his 

| son the elements of the trade, 
The father of Chaucer was a vintoer, 

and the future poet spent his youth 
washing bottles, 

Thiers, the historian of the French 
Revolution, and afterward president of 

| France, was the son of a lockmender, 
Hans Bach, the father of the Bach 

family, was a baker. Over 200 of his 
descendants have been famous as musi- 
cians, 

Ferguson, the astronomer, was a shop- 
herd’s son and taught himself astronomy 
while keeping night guard over the 
sheep. 
The father of Horace was a slave, af- 

terward a freedmar, who devoted kis 
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the inn door and ran 
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POPULAR SCIENCE NOTES, 
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Many Captured British Flags. 

It is asserted there 

Institute Hall 

are in the Naval 

the Annapolis Md 

British flags captured 

in war than at any place in the 
world, The collection was first moved 

to the navy school by order of President 

9, 1849 They are 

well pres ved, being closed up in cases 

made for the purpose Among the many 

might be mentioned the following: En. 
sign of the Reindeer, « aptured June 28, 

1814, by Captain Johnson Blakeley, of 

the Wasp; ensigns of the Cyane and Le- 

vant, captured February 20, 1815, by 
Captain Charles Stewart, of the Constitu 

tion: ecosign of the Java, captured De 

cember 20, 1812, by Captain William 
Bainbridge, of the © mstellation, now at 

it 

one 

| Annapolis; ensign of the Boxer, captured 

i 

  

during the war of 1812, by Captain 
William Burrows, of the brig Enterprise, 
fiow at the academy, besides a large num. 

ber of other English flags, and several 
others taken from the Chinese, Coreans, 

Mexicans, French and Confederates, 
| The Collector. 

The Vegetable Fly. 

Ono of the most curious natural pro- 
ductions of the West Todies is the famed 
vegetable fly, and inscet about the size 
and color of a drone bee, but without 
wings. In the month of May it buries 
itself in the earth and begins to vegetate, 
By the beginning of June a sprout has 
fasued from the creature's back and made 
its appearance above the surface of the 
ground. By the end of July the tiny 
tree (known on the istund as the fly tree) 
has attained ite full size, being then 
about three inches high, but a perfect 
tree in every particular, much resembling 
a delicate branch, Pods appear on its 
branches as soon as it arrives at its full 

wth; these ripen and drop off in 
ugust, Instead of containing as 

one would naturally suppose, these pods 
have from throe to six small hard worms 
upon the interior, —[ Rural Collaborator. 
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THE BODY AND ITS HEALTH. 

Sarr Waren Barns, 
ple nowadays deny the 
of miner wiles 
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Loomis, of New Yorks, remarks 
not be doubted, and its and con 

stitutional effects are those of a pow erful 

germicide as well as stimulant no Dr. 

Loomis quotes the opinion of Mr, King. 

sett, that turpentine, during its oxida 
tion, evolves 9 peroxide of hydrogen, 
and therefore, by the “oxidation of the 
terchinthinates, there is produced in ex 
tensive pine forests an almost illimitable 
amount of peroxide of hydrogen, w hich 

renders the atmospheres of such forests 

antiseptic.” He believes that the per 
oxide of hydrogen so abundantly pro 

duced in pine forests successfully arrests 

yatrefactive processes and septic poison 
ing, and therefore, he recommends resi 
dence in the pine forests as one of the 
most efficient means of relieving the 
symptoms of tuberculosis and retarding 
the progress of this fatal malady. At 
high altitudes, the coniferous or ever 
green trees usually predominate, and if 
the views of Professor Loomis be sub. 
stantinted by future investigations, it 
may be that the benefit believed to be 
obtained by consumptives at high eleva- 
tions is partly due to the exhalations of 
these trees, 

Many of those who have changed resi. 
dence to pine districts because of pulmo- 
nary disease, accord with these views, 
The same advantage, to a smaller degree, 
is claimed for the birches: but large for 
ésta of these do not abound in many lo- 
calities in the United States, It is true 
that in all these cases the condition of 
the soil has something to do with the 
conditions of health: but even this is 
somewhat dependent upon the trees, 
The dry bed, made, for instance, by the 
needles of a pine forest, forms a dry cov- 
ering to the ground, which has much to 
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each Kite, otherwise so much time 
be wasted in preparing the successive 

kites for flight that the daylight will 
wane before the experiment can be con 
Cone lauded 

However, when one kite is up and 
the amount of tail for it is determined, it 
becomes possible, after long experienc 

to at once estimate the amount of tail 

necessary for cach additional kite, ac. 

cording to its size. [ Pittsburg Dis. 

patch, 
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A Man of Nerve. 
si—— 

W. B. Barber of Califorais, with a 
camera, has photographed a man named 
Jacob Myers, as he stood upon one fool 

on the top of a limbless tree 178 feet 

high and fourteen inches in diameter at 
the top. Mr Myers, it is claimed, per. 
formed the wonderful feat of dancing a 

jig on the top of the tree. ** Few peo. 
sie,” says Mr. Myers, ** like to go ap so 

Rich, but I have never yet seen a place 

too high for me. It is no trick at all for 

mo in these great red woods to climb a 
tree, cut off the top and stand on it, 1 
have stood on the extreme end of an 
electric tower in Tipton, lowa 
tower was 159 feet high and I stood on a 
one-inch rod with one foot. Of this you 
can get proof from Tipton. 1 was a 
stranger there, but you ean find that 1 
did so by asking the people of Tip 
ton." [New York Dispatch. 
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The bronze cents, such as are in circu.   lation now, were first coined in 18M, 
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THE OLD BRICK OVEN. 

How Cooking Was Done in the Early 

Days Home Experiences, 
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An Elertrie Frying Pan, 

It is now p wsible to cook with clec 

tricity The bottom of an ordinary fry. 
ing pan 1% coats d with an insulating Ne 

amel. in which is embodied a zig-zag 
wire convering the current. To prever: 

radiation from the insulating enamel the 
plate on its under surface is protected 

The wire i= made of an 

| alloy which can stand great heat, «nd be- 

! hot 

coming very hot it makes the iron pan 
about 480 degrees to 506 degrees, 

The pan does not become incandescent, 
| Mats, cte., ean be cooked quickly, and 

coffee made in a jiffy, while the expense 
is almost nothing, as the electric rurrent 

can ov Switched from an ordinary six. 
teen-power incandescent lamp, There 
are no unpleasant fumes and no danger 
from fire. With an electric frying pan 
and an electric teaketile a bacl elor could 
prepare his own meals and live well for 

| comparatively nothing. —{S:. Louis Globo. 
| Democrat, 

The | 

Rxtracting Polson from Bees, 

There are two farmers of Milltown, 
Penn, who have gone into the busin .se 

| of extracting the poison {rom bees. They 
catch the bees, and either immerse them 
for eight days in a boltle of sicohol, hav. 
ing paviously envaged them, so as to 
cause the poison to exude from the poison 
saos, or cise they kill them and squeers 
the virus into a glass tube. The virus 
has a local repute as a cure for dropey, 
chills and fever and all kinds of insech 
sings. | New Orleans Picayune,  


