
  

SOMEWHAT STRANGE. 
ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS OF 

EYERY-DAY LIFE, 

Queer Episodes and Thrilling Adven- 
tures Which Show That Truth is 

Stranger Than Fiction. 

Ix the western part of South Dakota, 
i8 one of the most wonderful natural 

curiosities in the world, yet it is =o little 

known that even its name is rarely heard 

outside of the immediate vicinity, This 
is the cave mountair This mountain is 
part of range, vet it is almost de 

tached from the surrounding 
and stands in a park. The mountain is 
literally honeveombed with caverns, 

which ran in every direction through it, 

and in some places form tunnels which 

run clear through the mountain, It is 

estimated that there are fully three hun 
dred distinet caves, not those 
which connect with others as separate 

ones. From the appearance of some of 

the cavities they have been used at some 
time in the past by men who have made 

their homes there. It is supposed by 
certain scientists that an ancient race of 

cave dwellers used them for homes, and 

probably assisted nature in fashioning 

them from the 

One of the largest caverns bears evidences 

of man's handiwork in that the walks 

have undoubtedly been smoothed down, 
and in one 

the 
mountains 

counting 

rocks in the mountains 

place an excavation has been 

made in one side and a raised dais give 

indications that it was used as 

throne room. In another cave are 
remains of a dungeon. There is a deep | 
cavern, almost circular in shape, about | 

twelve feet from top t On the | 

sides, at the bottom, are indications that | 
at some time some one has tried to cut 

steps in order to get out, There 

no human remains found in any part of 
the caverns, 
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A German statistician recently pub 

lished the results of his investigation of 

the relative ages of husbands and wives | 
in the various capitals of Europe. He 
found that the conditions in Berlin, 
where the Bureau of Statistics does ex 

cellent work, corresponded, the | 

whole, with He 
discovered that marriages are most fr 
quent where the husband is two or three | 

years older than the wife. 
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of the and the arrest 

Rudolph Jaeger, the Rothse hild runaway 

cashier, who fled, leaving behind him a | 
defaulting record amounting to 8400,000, | 

He was arrested in Ramleh, Egypt, and 

will be brought back to Frankfort-on 

the-Main and made to { his 
crime, 

the telegraph is the discov 

whereabouts 

answer POT 

But for the telegraph his arrest 

would have been next to impossible, 

Two travelers have lately arrived at 
Shanghai, China, whose names deserve 
not an unimportant place in the roll of 
distinguished explorers They are cap 

tain Bower, of the Seventeenth Bengal 
Cavalry, and Dr. Thorold, of the Indian 
medical staff, and their claim to dis 

tinction rests upon the that they 
have journeyed through Thibet by the 
longest route that can be taken through 

that mysterious country. They followed 
an imaginary line drawn from the Cash 
mere frontier in the northwest, to the 
Chinese province of Szechuen, where it 
adjoins the southeastern border of the 
territories of the Delai Lama, They 
were upwards of ten months in Thibet, 
aml a great part of their journey lay 

through a series of elevated table lands, 

seldom lower than 15,000 feet above the 

sea level, On approaching Lhassatthey 
were turned back, when within eight 
days’ journey of that city, by the officials; 
but after some parleying were permitted 
to proceed on promising not to attempt 

to enter the Thibetan capital. No for 
eign travelers have before followed the 
same route, 
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Promanry no other part of the world, 
save, possibly, the Yellowstone Park, 
has so many natural wonders as Modoc 
county, Cal, The first in point of historic 
gnterest is the famous Lava Beds.—scene 
of the Modoc War—a country of rocks, 
#0 full of caves that lakes and rivers an 
swallowed up, leaving nothing but a 
faint murmur to show their course 
through the bowels of the earth. In 
many of the caverns an army of men 
cotld hide, and in some places the intense 
heat of the rocks is evidence that in- 
gernal fires are raging. In all parts of 
the country can be found mammoth hot 
springs belching forth water strongly im- 

sgoated with minerals, and often close 
will be caves of the purest ice. Medi 
e Lake is a wonder that draws many 

_ visitors annually——a Yody of water that 
does not contain a living thing, and at 
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  certain hours of the day is full of a gelat- 

inous, sponge-like substance, that sinks 

and leaves the water clem At the lake 

are two mountains, one of pure obsidian, 

he other of pumice stone, in layers, 

It 18 still an open question whether 

madstanes extract the poison of a mad 

dog's bite. The following points on mad- 
stones were recently given to a reporter 

by an old Texas hunter: “When a deer 
was unusally hard to kill, running a good 

after receiving n dead old 

hunters searched for the madstone in 

them, locating it generally in the maw, 

or upper part of the paunch 

of the deer has nothing 
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and for use in case of stings by bees and | 

insects. They absorb the poison, 
is afterward extracted by throwing th 

stone in tepid water.” 
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A c¢rriovs ] have just been de 

scribed by Dr. Paul Ehrenreich as inhab 
iting the Rivers Amguava and Purus, in 

Brazil, These are the Kamya, the men 

and women of whom speak 
dialects, Their love animals, not a 

rommon trait in the character, 

ts peculiar, 

peopic 

of 
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IT 18 said that an incredibly larg: 

number of Frenchmen apply every year 
licenses to wear the decoration of the 
Lion of Persia. Were it for not the income 

derived fram the sale of brevets of that 

order, the Persian Embassador in Paris 

would not be able to maintain his em 
bassy there, 

Twins were born to the wife of James 
Thompson of Mount Vernon, Ind., not 
long sinve, one a boy and the other a 
girl. The strange part of this is the fact 
that the boy was born with a heavy 
beard. The child is healthy, well de 
veloped and bids fair to live, 

Turre was born to Mr. and Mrs, John 
Cantel of Wilberton Township, Illinoris, 
recently, a girl beby weighing one and 
one-half pounds, The child is perfectly 
healthy, and is probably the smallest 
child ever born in Fayette Coupty. 
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An 04d Bug. 

A curiosity in beetles which seems a 
direct successor of Pope's famous gold 
bug is now in London. It is in the pos- 
session of Mr, W. 4. Dudley Wyatt, who 
bought it in the City of Mexico. It is 
about an inch in length, and not only has 
it a gold embroidered coat actually sown 
to its wing cases, but its legs, thorax, 
head and antennas are gilded, Mr, Wyntt 
has taken it to the South Kensington 
authorities and has promised to present 
it to them. It is alive, and has a small 
git chain and pin attached to it, and 

, Wyatt seems to carry it about in all 

to do with it, |   
somewhat | 
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COYers (y 

{ killed 

different 1 

  

sorts of odd positions, sometimes pinned 

to his coat, at other times in his waist. 
pocket, He left Mexic 0, where 

beetles decorated as his are by all 

the ladies in all the smart sets, and has 

carried it with him all through the East 

and Indian during some months, 

He says it has had nothing to eat during 
that time, and will a captive for 

from three to four years 
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The madman seizes nis Kriss 
rushes headlong down the street, 

at every one he meets. To any who 
has seen a kriss or a parang further detail 
1% unnee CSsary. 

A man running amok is as a dog with 

hydrophobia, but the panic caused 
by the former is by far the 
worse. Like the mad dog, the mad man 
is followed by a noisy rabble, who, sooner 

or later, run into their man and exter 
minate him. When this vengeful rabble 
is made up of bloodthirsty Malays and 
Chinamen, its wild mge and fury is 
beyond control, In vond lose ription, 

The clamor and blood-curdling yells of 
the pursuing crowd, and the ever-nea:- 
ing shout of ** oran amok, oran amok," 

is an incident which ean never be foo. 
gotten by any one who has seen or heard 

it, The bravest quails when suddenly 
turning the corner of a street his earsare 
greeted with the cry of “oran amok," 
and a few yards off he sees a Ms lay run. 
ning straight at him, brandishing in his 
hand the bloody Kriss with which he has 
already sleughtered ali in his way. lis 
hair flowing behind him, his sarong 
thrown away or torn off in a struggle, his 
naked chest reeking with blood, his eyes 
protruding from his head and twice their 
natural size, coming toward you with the 
rapidity of a deer, every muscle in his 
herculean little body swollen to its great. 
est tension, his kriss dripping with blood, 
his eyes upon you, with dire hate and 
determination gleaming from them, down 
he comes upon you, the whole place ring- 
ing with the ery of the ever-increasing 
and avenging erowd behind him, down 
upon you comes the “oran amok! oran 
amok !"<<[ All the Year Round, 

ame, 
cutting 

one 

“1 staid until the curtain feil on the 
last act.” “I think the curtain or some. 
thing must have fallen on the first act, it 
was 80 flat," Harper's Bazar,   

NOVELTIES IN WAR. 

STARTLING DEVICES 
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Uncle Experiments With New 

Methods of Destroying His Enemies 

The Highest Explosives, 
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conducted under Government 
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scem likely to solve this problem. Until 

now only pneumatic guns have been 
found available for such purposes, 

Flying machines for use in war have 
engaged no little attention of late on the 
part of the inventors, Maxin, the de 

siguer of the famous gun, claims to have 
sroduced one which” ean be controlled 

he declares that he can fill his acrial car 
with explosives and hover in it over the 
city of London, hol. ing that great 
metropolis at ransom to the extent of as 
many millions of pounds as he chooses to 
nicntion. Thus situated, be can an- 
nounce his terms by dropping a small 
package containing a statement of them 
and his ultimatum of “cash or crash!” 
lis contrivance is a cylinder of alumi. 
num containing a three-fourths vacuum, 
its collapse being prevented by strong 
ribs inside. It is propelled and steered 
by clectric gear, and k further sustained 
and balanced by the wings of a great 
acroplane, with an automatic arrange- 
ment of a compensatory nature that 
brings the machine immediately back to 
the horizontal when it tends to vary 
therefrom. 

BALLOONS IN WARFARE. 

The War Department has been recently 
conducting experiments with balloons 
for military purposes, Tt will exhibit at 
the Columbian Exposition one of its new 
“balloon trains,” consisting of three 
wagons, One of the wagons carries a 
balloon packed in a basket, while the 
other two convey steel evlinders ¢ atged 
with hydrogen gas, When it is desire 
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to bring home to ug the limited nature 
f our capacities as 

with the facts of the universe, 

It also furnishes an interesting sug 

tion in a very different subject, 
It has been often stated that a physi. 

cal basis of memory may exist in perma. 
nent structural modification of the brain 

matter constituting the surface of the 

furrows. In a highly developed brain 
this surface amounts to 340 square inches, 

and it would, therefore, appear that the 

entire memories of a lifetime might be 
written out in the English language on 
such a surface in characters capable of 

mechanical execution, such as those of 
the Webb plate at Washington, 

Cats and Catnip. 
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Anyone who is disposed to have a cat 
party in his or her back garden has only to 
procure some catnip and leave it there, 

and all the cats in the vicinity will soon 

arrive and then the fun will begin. They 
will sniff it, toss it up, roll over it, fight 
for it and scratch it around until there is 
not a vestige of it left. Valerian has the 
same attraction for them; and ina lesser 
degree they enjoy the scents of other 
aromatic plants. 1 have often been 
amused watching my big maltese going 
gravely about smelling the pinks and the 
plants, but 1 had to correct him when he 
began tasting the latter. —{ Detroit Free 
Press, 

The Dreaded Glla Monster, 

The Gila monster, heloderma horri- 
dum, is the only species of known poi- 
sonous lizard in the world. It is a na 
tive of the Gila River in Arizona, and has 
seldom or never been seen at any great 
distance from that stream. This strange 
creature is sluggish, inert, well armored 
with a tough, defensive skin, and finde 
on birds’ eggs and insects. The Indians 
of Arizona believe the spittle, or saliva, 
and even the breath of the animal, to be 
deadly poison. The odor of the exhala- 
tions Is said to be exactly like that of 
magnolia buds, 
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A Carious Chinese Legend. 

When the tower of Pekin was 
built the Emperor Yung-lo, of the Ming 
dynasty, ordercd a great mandarin, 
named Kuan-yu, to cast a bell big enough 
for such a noble edifice, says Pearson's 

Weekly. Time after time Kuan-yu and 
the expert workmen in the country tried 
to east a bell and failed; the casting was 
always honeycombed, and the Emperor 
said that if there was one more failure 
Kuan-yu's head should pay the forfeit for 

it. Now, Kuan-yu had a daughter, 2 
beautiful girl of sixteen, named Ko-ai; 
ghe went to a certain astrologer and 
asked the cause of her father’s failure, 
Some demon, she was informed, wired 
the blood, of a maiden to be mixed with 
the metal, and unless this was done the 
next casting would fail, like the previous 
ones, 

Ko-al got permission from her father 
to be present at the costing, and amid 
the dead silence which prevailed when 
the taps were drawn and the molter 
stresmt poured down juto the mold o 
shriek was heard, sud, crying out “For 
my father!” Ko-ai threw herself into the 
soothing metal. One of the workmen 
tried to seize her, but succeeded in get. 
ting hold only of a shoo. The father 
was taken homo a mving madman, but 
the bell was perfect in wake and tome, 
and, whou struck, its sonorous boom is 
to this day followed by a low wailing 
sound like the cry of a woman in agony, 
and when people hear it they say: 
. o's Ko-ai calling for her shee,” . | 

bell  


