CRABSOF MANYKINDS AND THEIR
CURIOUS WAYS,
Fiddlers, Shore Crabs, Oyster Crabs,

Stone Crabs and Lady Crabs—The

Most Beautiful Crabs,

““Therc ure ever o many carious k
of orabs in the wor'd,” naturalist
te n Washington Star writer the other|
day. ‘‘Not the least interesting gpecies
is that of the fv?!l‘l} little fiddlers, which
ure found all al ng the Atlantic o mst of
the Unitel States They inhabit the

said o

marshes near the scashore and oftenthey |
are seen in numerous ("'HI:\;HI.J'% und ,
even regiments, wandering the |
muddy ¢r sandy flats where they make |
their homes. When disturbed, they quick- |
ly seamper in every direction, seeking

the neurcst and often failing to

diseriminate in their cho'ee of a
Under sach conditions you will frequent- |
ly observe.the rightful owner of a bur
row in the act o! ejectisg one or more in-
truders.

“Tho burrows which fiddler erabs live |
in are neurly or quite vertical holes for
a foot or more in depth, after which
they take a horizontal turn, each one
ending in a chamber where the ocoupant
stays most of the time when not looking |
about for feod. These queer
are vegetable feeders, depending chiefly
for their diet upon small plauts of a sea-
weed natare, with which the mud where |
they dwell is more or less covered on the
surface. Such growths they scrape up
with their claws and consume. The male
fiddler has one small claw and very |
big claw, the latter being presumably in- |
tended merely for the purposa of fight. |
ing, inasmuch as the little
clasively employed to feed  itwelf
In the femaie both claws are small
arc utilized indifferently for conve:
food to the mouth., It
to see these animalsat work
their burrows. ‘This labor they performn
either at night or in the davy time, and
they do the digging by fetching to the
surface the mud or sand, a small pellet
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at a time, depositing each such load at
distance of four or five feet the |
hole.

“There are two remarkab’e spocies of
crabs on the Pacifie i
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‘These little fellows are ¢

ers, but

swimming ut the

msidered

guod to eat by picures, who swallow
them raw together with the ovsters usu-
ally. They are also cooked separately
in various fushions, and are oce isionally
pickled
in the shells
scallops. It is bigzer than the ovster
crab, and the females alone of this kind
are parasites.

One of the most highly prized of eru
taceans is the so-called crab
the South Atlantic const
all the way from South Carolina to Key
West, and in the Gualf of Mexico also. [t
lives in holes in the mud
and estuaries or in crevices among rocks.
A heap of refuse bricks often affords it a
congenial hiding place. It usually |
taken by hand, the hunter reaching into |
the hole supposed to be o cupied by the !
creature and grabbing him at the risk of
8 severe bite. ‘The animal hus very
powerful claws an'l its nip is romething
to be dreaded Nevertheless, a skillful
person can make the without
much danger, if only he is quick enough,
The art lies in seizing the prey before it
has time to make a cluteh. Where crabs
of this kind are caught they are highly
esteemcd as food, the meat of the big
claws having a lobster.like flavor. They
are preferred even to the blue erabs of
the sort common in the Chesapetke and
Potomae, and eommand a higher price in
the market, being much less common, |
They grow to u larger size than the blae
crabs, measuring two jnches more across
the back shell.  When seized they cling !
so tightly to the walls of their abode that |
it is apt to be verv difficult to detach
them without fetch nz them out piece.
mea',

*Among the queerest crusiaceans are |
the ‘lady crabs’ or ‘sand crahbs,” which !
are abundant on sandy shores from Cape
Cod to Florida and in the Gulf of Mex. |
ico. Their bodies are roughly six-sided, |
w.ite in eolor and marked with spockso
red and purple on the back. They bury |
themsvives commonly near low-water |
mark on the beaches, covering them.
selves up to the eves with sand and be-
ing thus perfectly concealed while watch. |
ing for prey and looking out for enomies, |
If thoy ure disturbed they disappear al.
together and instantly, So namerous
are they in somo localities that a dead
fish on the beach will often be found
covered with them, but if any oue ap.
proaches they soutile off and vanih with
marvelous celerity. © Presently, if all is
quiet, an immense number of eyes and
anteunm are protruded from beneath the
sand. and after their owners have satis-
fied themeolves that all is well, the army
of erabs re-appears aud continues oper-
utions, 'U'hese ludy crabs are nn impor-
tant article of food in the Now Orleans
market, but it is rarely that thoy are
seon for sale in the north,

“I'he most benutiful erabs in the
world are procared in the neighborhood
of the Faralloune Islands, off the Pacitie
coust. ‘Lhey are callol *red rock erabs,’
oand rpecimens sometimes well in the
markets of Ban Francisco for from 8 to
$10 each, merely for curiosit'es. Their
around color is bright vermilion and their
spiues deep blue. The back shell is
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sovered with minute Lristles and the
claws are andorned with 1ufts of hair,
Coriosity is often expressed as to the
reuson why blue crubs are somatimes
found in the Potomae and e¢ls where
carcying smaller ones benecath them.
The object of this is the protection of
the female at the time when she
cast her shell and is consequently help
In this manner the male crad
tukes care of the female and
her enemies by which she
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| otherwise be devoured.”

WORLD'S FAIR NOTES,

vewfoundland has decided to partici-

pate in the Exposition

The limit of time in which Stutes
territories and foreign
accept the sites allotted them on the Ex-
June

and
countries must

position grounds has been fixod at
1, 1892,
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o collection

J. Hunter, of Nevada, Mo., has

of over 11,000 varioties of

| woods l-w“'iﬁ:'n!luns, ete., which he pur-

poses exhibiting at the Fair

The Arkansas World's Fair Board has
selected 180 4ores noar '.iHio Rock which
it will have cultivated with the of
raising varions sgricultural pro luets for
exhibit at the Exposition. The Bouard
hus made arrangements to to
Chicago for the Forestry building speci-

view

sonad

{ g g :
| mens ot pine, white onk, red oak, swoet

gum, cypress and walnut.

The New Wales World's Fair

Souath

| Commission is contemplating sending for
i -~

oxhibition at the Exposition copies of the
noted aboriginal cave
northern Queensland,

tuscriptions  of

and niso a wholo

tribe of aboriz.nes.
The president of the
World's Fair Board hus called & conven-
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communicating with one

strengthen and improve their

high and j sd  notes A

range to the

afforded and frequently required.
The

men
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€or
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| soands was constantly
voices of w

omen asvy

were often utiiized for “long-dis.
tance calls.” It way e amusing to note
the difference in intonation

usually eshibited by the soxes,

which was

When a
man had oceusion to summon sny one
from a distance, the prolongel t e was
placed on the first note, the emphasis on
the second, thus, ‘O h, John!"
fema'e called, the prolonged tone and the
omphasis were both placed on the last

.

3 . '
Hollowing, sereaming, yelling for one

{ person or another, to their tln;_'! or at

some of the eattle onthe plantation, with
the accompanying reverberations from

{ hilltops, over vaileys and plains, were
| familiar sounds throachout the farming

districts of the Sonth in the days gone
by. It usel to be siid of my father's
old negro foreman that he coull be dis

| tinotly understood a mile or more away.

Hunting, which was enjoved and in

{ dulged in more or less by every citizen
i of the South, was also conducive to this
| characteristic

development.— | Dr. J,

Harvie Dew, in Century.

How an Island Grew.

In 1867 her Majesty's ship Faleon re-
(urlml o shoal about thirty miles west of
Namuka, one of the islands in the Ton.
ga or Friendly group. This was consid-
vred rather odd, a deep-son sounding ex-
vedition having bat nine months provi.
ous reported 6,000 feot of water in that
vicinity. Ten yrara Iater, in 1877, H.
M. 8. Sappho reported seeing mnoke
risiug from what had been ealled the
“Faleon shoals,” and in 1885 & passing
ship’s log-bvok noted that o voleanio
island had arisen on the site of the
“shouls.” On October 14, 1885, & sub.
marine eruption further 1.oreased the
size of Faleon Island, as '* has sinoe
been called, for when the Unifed States

hus |

If !

!ﬂlurmur Moliican visited that portion of
the Pacific in 1886 many isiands were
found scattered about in what hiad been
6,000 feot of water in 1867, Falco
lund, which, by the way, still continnes
to grow, was then one and four-tenths of

| o mile long and 165 feot above the water

in the highest In 1890 it
nearly two miles long und n mile wido,
and had two active
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A Silent Banquet,

A c".m;nfu of dozens of
garrison of Madrid. Spain, had agreed to

have a banquet in celebration of a great |

military event. They asked permission
from their commander, who granted it
under the condition that no polities of
any kind should be mentioned, more par-
ticularly not the military reforms pro.
posed nor the opposition to these propo.
sals; neither the proposed redactions in
the military budget. In the disturbed
state of public opinion in Spamn any dis-
oursion by military men in reunion, said
the captain general, might cause un-
toward commentaries to be made both in
the press and in public conversation.
| The officers had to accept the condition
| and obey the order, and the banquet was
| remarkable for the fuct that not a single
{specch was made nor any joint tonst
drunk. For with such an injunoction
hanging over them, what on earth eonld
theso sons of Mars have talked about?
| Chicago Herald,

. - i s -

A live manatee or sea cow was
caught in Biscayne Bay a few days
ago, reports the Kustis Lake, Fla.,
Region. It gave its captors a lively
time and some hard work to get it
ueross the bay., Sometimes it came
along as quiet as a lamb after belog
exhausted by its efforts to escape.
Then, when somewhat rested, it
would break away, and, to prevent
swampiog their Jittle boat, they

would have togive it hope and et it
run swhile, e ;
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A SAILOR’S STORY.
STARTLING ADVENTURES
A MAROONED WOMAN.

THE
OF

Put A -hore on an
Island —Brave Mrs,
Male Attire
Months—Her

periences,

Welles
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Remarkable Ex-

There is a sailor employe vy 4 ship
chundler in South t, New York,
who attracts attention by his w
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];"‘!»"‘i l" }i;‘ i("“‘l' 2"’
the

ginnce

NMree
¢ on the
ut-

1o

BOOINS b
walking sideways
instead of manner. At
first would call it a notural
deformity, but if you followed him for o
hundred feet you would feel (quite
that some aceident had i.:t;'in'n‘ d to hin
and that he owed his condition to the i 7~
ot
practised surgery on a broken leg. |
will call his name John Lee, and I will
reel off his story as he told it to me not
a fortnight ago
In the year
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communded by Capt
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N Sen-

the crew of the brig
pleased 1

nd

me
of such a 1fe t
oppos tion would be of

My

o ese
Welles was about th Iy years of
age, full of energy and resolution Her
treat the did more
than any thing else to win the crow over
to their side. were leod by
Enzl named Tom Jones, who
wax, no doubt, a thoroughly bad man,
but in this cas he shoald have due
praise the morning after the eap-
ture of the brig Mrs. Welles was inter.
viewed in the cabin. She was told that
the men had posscssion and that it was
proposed to get her out of the brig and
out of harm's way while they had con.
trol. They did not dare to speak a ship,
nor land her at any port, but would set
ber ashore on some island and provide
her with means to take care of herseif,
She agreed with them that this was the
best ﬂw‘v could be p\;mr!m! to do, and
for the next two days and nights she
left entirely undisturbed in the eabin
There was plonty of rum aboard, but be.
tween the mate, who was acting as Cap-
tain, aud Twin Jones, who was the leader,
nothing like drumkenncss had oecurre 1.
The “‘good timea” were being put off un.
til they could find a safe haven some.
where, John Lee was lying in his berth
with a broken leg. but was kept posted
as to what was going on forward and aft,
On the afternoon of the third day the
brig reached the island of Shangwen,
one of the Loochoo group, and a boat
was lowered and pulled nshore o inves. |
tigate. It was only o sinall island, nearly
clroular and about threo milen woross, |
and was uninhabited. Jobhn Leo says he
begged the Uaptain's wife to take him |
along, but she, probably, either foared
that he would prove a serious onse on |
her hands or become a menace to her |
safoty if he got well, and she decided |
that she would rather go alone. The |
boat which set her ashore carried all her |
olothes and the personal effects of her |
husband, with beef, pork, bread, wine,
a musket and mamunition, some books,
and in fact whatever ¢!se she asked to be
allowed to take, Jones uni threo men |
weat ashore with her, and they no: only |
found a good spot for o camp, bu eon. %
structed o shelter for her and put all hor |

goods under cover,
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A Crusoe for Thirteen | ™

| o moro,

No woman could |

have fallen into the hands of more dos-
perate men, and vet no could
{ huve been treated more tenderly, The
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Une befell
the woman In
fair weather, when she had nothing to do
about the house, she was in the habit f
taking & musket and making the eircnit
of the island, which journey of
half a o]:x}' She had returned from one
of the excursions when saw three
Chinese sailors from a junk lying off the
shore. They had come ashore with an
empty water cask in scarch of water,
and having caught sight of her house
were plundering it.  One of the trio had
his arms full gonds and was on his
way 1o the boat when she came up.  Her
sudden appearance, coupled with the
discharge of her musket, tumbied the
fellows into their boat empty handed and
left her the water cask as a trophy.  The
juuk hung about the island for a day or
two, evidently anxions to land, but mys.
tified and afraid, and Yinally sailed away
and left her in peace.

It was just thirteen months and a day
from her landing before Mrs. Welles
was resoued. It might have been far

wWis n

she

ol

onger but for Jobn Lee nnd his vnm‘mn-

fons, When they were taken cbonrd the
Foxhound they told of the woman having
been marooned, and after some time

{spent in locating the island she was

found and taken off. Four wmen were
feft to be tried and punished by British
law for what bad bappened. When I
asked the old sailor about that be refused
to explain.  When | pressed him he be-
cnme sullen and mworose and would talk
He wasn't hanged, of course,
bat the recollection of a loug term of im.
risonment wouldn't be very soothing to
im,~~[New York Sun.

Tur oldest pensioner of the war of
1812 is supposed to be lsanc Richards of
East Machiax, Mo, who is ninety.nine
years of age and lives in the same houso
with his children, grandehildren, anl
groat-grandehildren,
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Murphy, Philadelphia, is in Easton

charged with picking a woman's pocket

South Bethiebem.
who shot a fellow o
Mine Ran, Schayikill ¢

now on his way to Hungary

Joy

man at Big

ANTHALL,

HOXY SHAMINISK! shot himself fatally
omach st Mahanoy ciiy.
Amos Abert near B

ford died from the «flect of

y ehildren of

f.'f i
Wesring scariet
jever infected garments,
B MoGixLEy, of Pittsburg, deniss the
Saward before the New

ommittee to the eflect that

satement of F. E.
York Senatorial (
artificial gas is being mixed with natura! gas
and gives ressons why it is impossible

GroRGE WiLLIAXS, of Chester, is under
arrest charged with picking s young woman’s
poc ket.

‘Ted” telagraph
operator, has been arrested for robbing the

ONEL, an old-time

railroad station at Finleyville. During the
robbery one of the burglars answered & train
order. From this it was supposed that one of
the men was an operator, and O’ Neill's arrest
jollowed,
GOVERXOR Partrisox has sot Th
Jane Dth, as the day for the execution of Chas,

irsday,

Cleary, who murdered a policeman in Renovo,
Clinton Coununty.

A COMMITTER of the Bucrks County Bar
Assoviation will investigate the
against Lawyer James of misconduct.

Cona Vosonra, aged 13, of Allegheny, fell
with an infant in her arms and the latter was
kille. Her companion told her that she
would be hanged and the child is now fatally
ill with brain fever.

Coxranp R. SraaMax, of Potteville, was
stabbed by his uncle, John Metz, receiviag
wounds from which he may die.

g
Seed,

Timothy seed Is very small, and it
is easily destroyed in the ground if
too deeply covered. Early in the
ground should be hare
rowed fine. and the seed broadeasted

charges

| on the surface, to be slightly brushed

fu. It is better to broadeast the seed
if the fleld is expected to have an
evenly covered appearance, as drill-
ing not only covers the seed toon
much but causes it to come up too
thickly 'n some places and too spar-
fogly in wthers.
| -
Street Cleaning.

Analysis of the street cleanings in
one of the large cMics shows that
while they contain less water than
horse manure, they contala also less
potash, nitrogen and phosphorie acid.
The insoluble matter, sand, ete., in
the swoeepings are fifty times more
than in the horse manure, whieh
leaves but little value in the sweep.
ings compared with horse manure.

o ——..-
Tre more the girls pine fyr some
young man the miore spruce “hey bes

cotue,

o o




