
SIR, 

A TERRIBLE CALAMITY. 
SECRETARY TRACY'S RESIDENCE DE- 

STROYED BY FIRE. 

MRS, TRACY, HER DAUGHTER MARY 

AND MAID LOSE THEIR LIVES, 

WASHINGTON, Feb, 3 —A fearful 

calamity visited the household of Sec- 
retary Tracy this morning whereby 
three persons lost their lives and three 
others were badly Injured, The house 

Is a three story and basement brick, 
situated on 1 street, bet ween Connecti. 
cut avenue and Seventeeth street, and 
has recently undergone extensive im. 
provements. Persons passing the house 
at 7 o'clock this morning saw smoke 
issuing from the front windows, and at 
once raised an alarm of tre. Tue Fire 
snd Police Departments responded 
promptly, The premises were almost 
concenled by a dense smoke, 
which was thickened by a heavy 
fog, which was just lifting. 

It was soon discovered that the 
kouse was all ablaze inside and that 
the main staltway was burnt, thas cat- 

ting off communication with the sleep- 
ing apartment on the second and third 
floors, Several streams of water were 
played on the flames, and every effort | 

to! was made to check the fire and 
rescue the Inmates, A scene of the 

wildest confusion ensued when it was 
known that all the members of the 
family were In the house. The fire- 

men behaved like heroes in the emerg- 
ency and went through fire and smoke 

in searching for them in the different 
apartments, Mrs, Wilmerding the 
Secretary's daughter, and Miss Wil- 
merding forced their way through the | 
blinding smoke and juzmped from the 
second - story window front. 
Ladders were raised for them, 
but in their excitement they falled to 
gee them. Mrs. Wilmeading broke her 
left wrist and was severely bruised. 
Her daughter was badly injured about 
hie lower llmbs, but broke no bones. 
They both suffered severely from the 
shock. They were taken at once to the 
residence of Dr. Baxter, near by, and 
restoratives applied. 

While this sad scene was being en- 
acted in front of the house firemen 
were engaged in the sad task of remov 
ing other members of the family from | 
the rear. 

Mrs. Tracy endeavored to escape the | 
raging element by dropping herself 
from ber bedroom window, and, In her 
effort to decrease the distance to the 
ground, she grasped the narrow stone | 
windowsill and lowered herself as far | 
88 she was able, Those who saw her in 
her perilous position shouted to her tol 
hold on, but either she did not hear or 
her strength failed her, for, after thus 
hanging a momsnt between 
death, she fell 40 feet into an AreAwWay 
before anything could be done towards | 
rescuing ber or breaking ber fall. 

She was immediately taken to the 
residence of a neighbor, Dr. Rheem, | 
and placed upon a lounge in the sitting | 
room. 
and did not seem to suffer pain, 
casionally she complained of an oppres- 
sion lo the neighborhood of her heart, 
and found a difficulty in 
She talked awhile, coughed slightly, 
and then became silent. The physi 
cians looked at each other significantly, 
Mrs. Tracy was dead. The 

She was perfectly conscious, 

to be from injuries to 
tained in ber fall from the window, 
which flooded her lungs with blood. 

Almost at the same time two bodies | 
were taken from the burniog buliding 
—one was the Secretary’s daughter, 
Miss Mary, a young lady, and the other 
Was the French maid, Josephine, That 
of the former was found by Chief Par- 
ris lying onthe floor in the second 
floor naliway, at the head of the stairs. 
The body was not greatly disfigured by 
fire; she had evidently died from suffo- 
cation. The Chief lifted the lifeless 
body in lis arms, ang, although 
the staircase was ablaze, he brought 
it safely out into the street. It 

it is sad that Miss Tracy 
could bave saved herself If her 
strength had held out a few minutes 
longer. She fell in the hallway of the 
second story, a few yards from the 
bath room, which, if she bad reached 
and closed the door, would have In. 
sured her against the fire and smoke 
until assistavce could have reached 
her. Of the French maid little is 
known, save that ber dead body was 
found in her room on the top floor of 
the house, burned beyond recognition. 
Both the bodies of Miss Tracy and her 
mald were taken to an undertaker's 
establishment la the vicinity, 

Secretary Tracy himself had a most 
wonderful cscape, and Is now lying in 
a somewhat precarious condition at the 
residence of Hon, J. C. Bancroft Davis, 
on H Street, near eighteenth. Like all 
others he was overcome in his sleep by 
the smoke which filled the house, and 
rendered completely helpless. He was 
discovered in this condition, and, with 
considerable difficulty, was removed to 
& place near one of the windows, Cries 
for a ludder were quickly answered, 
and many willing bands wers raised to 
sasist him to the ground, He was at 
once removed Lo a neighbor's house, 
and was soon surroun by physicians, 
including Drs. Wales and Ruth, 

He was suffering from asphyxia. 
The doctors applied artificial means to 
induce respiration, and succeeded after 
an hour's work In restoring him to 
semi-conscliousuess, It was then 
thought safe to remove him to Judge 
Davis's Louse, He Improved slowly 
from that time on and soon regained 
consciousness, recognizing the friends 
who called to Inquire in regard to his 
condition, A the first of these 
wera the President, the Vice President 
and several members of the Cabiget, 
His first inquiry upon recovering con 
Sciousness was in regard to the safety 
of his family, His friends are very 
sanguine of his complete recovery. 

Wasninaron, Feb, 
before 3 o'clock the President ordered 
his carriage to be sent to Judge 
Davis’s house for the purpose of bring 
ing Secretary Tracy over to the White 
House as his guest, 
He stepped out of the earrings, 

§ 

life and | 

Ue- | 

breathing, | 

immed- | 

iate cause of her death was supposed | 
her heart, sus- | 

OS TINS 

walked across the vestibule alone into 
| the corridor, and took the elevator for 
ithe President’s privete apartments, 
| The President and Mrs, Harrison 
| awalted him there, and did the best 
| they could to cheer nm up and make 
him feel at home, 

| Later in the afternoon, In aceord- 
| ance with his request, he was taken in- 
{ to the East room and shown the casket 
| containlag the remains of his wife and 
[ daughter. They were covered with 
beautiful fowers (the tributes of lov- 
ing friends) and branches of the sago 
palm were lald across the top and 
along the sides of each casket. Stand- 
lug at the head between them both 
was a large palm tree, arranged so that 

the delicate leaves drooped gracefully 
over the dead, 

Mrs. Tracy's casket was marked by a 
large floral anchor, and her daughter's 
by a large wreath of white Howers, 
Camellias, hyacinths, roses, lilies of the 
valley and violets were entwined In 
smilax, tastefully arranged over both 
caskets. The Secretary was very much 
affected by the sight, and sobbed as 
though his heart would break, 

The casket containing Mrs, Tracy's 
body was opened, and he was allowed 
to look upon her face for the last time, 
The other body was in no condition for 
inspection, and the casket was pot 

opened at all, 

The physicians attending Mrs. and 
{ Miss Wtlmerding said this moruing 
that their patients passed quite a fair 

night, and are better to-day. Mrs, 
Wilmerding suffers a great deal from 

hysterical, as she b:gan to realize the 
extent of ber terrible loss, 

At 10 o'clock the doctors succeeded 
in quieting ber nerves, and she then 
fell into a quiet slumber. She 
essarlly much exhausted, and suffers 
more from nervous shock than 

absolute repose she will soon rally. 

having passed a restful night, 

Mr. Frank B. Tracy called 
morning, but was advised 
sicians not to see his sister, for fear the 

meeling might excite her. No 

lowed to enter the sick room, 

NEWS OF THE WEEK, 

~— AS a freight train on the Olio, 
{ Indiana and Western Rallroad was 
| crossing the lilinols river al Peoria, 
ou the evening of the 3d, the first span 
Of the Dbildge gave way, precipaitating 

| the engine, tender gnd three cars into 
the river. Eogineel! Willlam Neville, 

| Fireman C. O'Brien and Brakem :n B. 
M. Lewis were killed. 

  
| Elmira, New York, on the morulng of 
the Sih, Kate Sullivan, a domestic, 
was fatally crushed by an outbullding 
which was blown over on her. 

~A still at the Standard Solar 

Oth, killing Patrick Ryan and injuring 
| Frank Kane, Patrick Kane, M. E. 
Howchine, A, Delaney, W, 
Join Ryan. Richard O’Brien, 

Carz were badly burned by 
sion of gas in the Pettibope 

and Western Coal Company, at Kings 
jton, Pa,, ou the 5th, While 
; Loskowski attempted to board the car- 
i riage at 

| Lyun, sear Wilkesbarre, oo the after. 
noon of the 5th, the carriage started 

Was squeezed to death between iL and 
{ Lhe wall of the shaft, 

| Railroad near Brampton, Ountarlo, ou 

{car to anotber with an 
| books. An euglne was seul back for 
| the corpse, and overtook Thornton 
making quick time towards the near 
est station. His only injury was a 
severe scratch on the face. The train 
from which he was blown was running 
al great speed on a down grade, 

~~An appeal has been received in 
Richmond, Virginia, mgned by 350 
citizens of Granville county, which 
says that the farmers are suffering for 
the necessaries of life, owing to the 
failure of the crops. 

~The Mansion Hotel and an ajoin- 
| ing buiding in Glen's Falls, New 
York, were burned on the morning of 
the 6th. The inmates narrowly es- 
caped in their night clothes. Several 
persons were lojured by jumping from 
windows or were scorched by the 
flames, A slight fire occurred at the 
Tremont & Suffolk Company's mills, 
in Lowell, Massachusetts, on the 6th. 
Sarah Bice and Amelia alencourt, it 
is feared, were fatally burned. 
~The Influenza is increasing in the 

City of Mexico, and it is said so many 
deaths are occurring that there is not a 
suflicizut number of hearses to cany 
the bodies Lo the cemeteries, 

A Curiosity. 

  
A one-armed printer is as much of a 

curiosity as the armless man who dex- 
terously handles a knife and fork 
with his toes, There came to Cincin- 
pati recently such a wonder, and he is 
now working as a “sub” in the En 
quirer office, His name is Harry Pen. 
rod;ghe is 27 years old and bails from 
Washington, where he learned the 
trade. Six years ago hie went out West 
and there lost his left arm in a ra lroad 
accident. Ouly a short stamp extend- 
Ing but a few inches from the shoulder, 
remains, Nothing dishearted by a mis- 
fortune that would have rendered most 
men helpless, Penrod set to work to 
manage the intricacies of his craft with 
one hand and he cuccesded so well that 
he now sets as big a ‘string’ as the 
best printer, and he justides his own 
matter and does it well. In “setting” 
type, Penrod places the “stick” on the 
case in front of him and then nimbly 
shoots the type into place, working very 
rapidly, and apparently with as much 

ease as a man with two hands, —Cin- 
cinnati Enquirer, 

AR TD AOA. 

Lirrie JOE was taken sick for the 
first time, and the doctor, with much 
ceremony, made him swallow a pow- 
der. “Papa,” sald Joe a minute later, 
“ain't it time I was taking the shot 
now?” 
  

bruises, and at times this morning was | 

is nec- | 

from | 
her arm, but the doctors say that with | 

Miss Wilmerding is decidedly better, | 

this | 
by the phy- | 

one | 
save the nurse and physicians are al- | 

—During a gale which prevailed in | 

Re- | 
finery, in Lima, Obio, exploded on the | 

Donahue | 
John | 

Tnomas, Arthur Evans and Cornelius | 

an explo- | 
shaft, | 

| operated by the Delaware, Lackawanna | 
{ through one, 

Jotip ! 

the bottom of a shaft at Glen | 

vefore he had gaived a footing, and he | 
| stricken 
| towns of Gem and Wallace, fearing a 

—A newsboy named Thornton was | 
blown from a train on the Grand Trunk | are meagre, as wires to all points have | Rone down, leaving no 

{the Sih, as he was passing from one | 
armiond of | 

  

| RAILROAD TRAFFIC ‘AGAIN INTER- 

RUPTED. 

0005 TULLOW THE SNOW, 

WASHOUTS AND SNOWSLIDES, 

BAN Francisco, Feb. 6.—A des- 
patch from Jacksonville, Oregon, says: 
A phenomenal rain storm has prevailed 
in Southern Oregon since last Friday, 
which, In connection with the melting 
snows In the mountains, has caused the 
greatest flood known since that coun- 
try was settled. The damage to 
Southern Oregon cannot be estimated 
as yet, for postal communication is 
80 uncertain and limited that only sur- 
mises cun be made of the ravages of the 
water. On the line of the numerous 
tributaries of the Rogue river many 
ranches have been damaged. If not 
ruined, and miles of fencing have been 
swept away. 

Much of the finest soil In the lower 
valley has been washed down to gravel 

| aud bed rock and the spectacle of fields 
| flooded, roads washed out and bridges 
and culverts demolished is common. 
The fertile Bear Creek region has not 
escaped the visitation, A part of the 
valley bas presented the appearance of 
4 turbld sea for days and communi- 
cation between its towns has been al- 
most suspended by the swollen foot- 
hill streams. Dear creek itself has 

{ borne along a great deal of wreckage, 
| fences, outbuildings, and even barns 
and houses, and has wrought much 

| destruction in undermining and slule- 
| ing off the deep alluvia deposits that 
| composes its banks. In the Applegate 
| region there are few bridges left. Many 

were obliged to leave their 
| homes for safety. 

The Oregon and California Railroad 
| track in Southern Oregon has been 
washed away for miles, and the road 
bed Is seriously damaged along the 
whole line, There has not been a mail 
from either the north or south for sev- 

{eral weeks, Hundreds of thousands 
{ of dollors would not cover it. Advices 

  
| poopie 

| from Portland, Oregon, say the situa- 
i ton there is undoubtedly due to the 
| rapid rise of the Willamette river. It 
| lows Into the Columbia just above 
! Portland, 

For nearly a month past the hills 
and mountains of Oregon, through 
which this river flows, bave been piled 
with continually falling snow. The 
drifts, in some places, were 15 and 20 

| feet high, During the past few days 
| the warm winds have melted this Snow, 
{ and the Willilamette river has become 
{8 torrent. On the Northern Pacific, 

| between Noxon and Trout creek, there 
have been several avalanches since last 
Saturday, and the telegraph lines there 
are also Interrupted, 

St. Pavn, Mian.,, Feb. 5.-—It is 
{reported that Portland will suffer 
considerable from the floods, but that 
the city is not wholly under water 

| appears from the reports of the train 
| despatehier of the Northern Pacific 

taliroad, at St. Paul, since the pas. 
Senger train, due at Portland to-day on 
that line, arrived but four hours and 
25 minutes late, although the distance 
from St, Paul to Portland is a trifle 
over 2000 miles, and this traln is a 

i 
i 

i 

i 
i 

| 
i 

SPOKANE FALLS, Wash, Feb, 
The own of Burke, Idaho, in the 
Caur 4° Alene mining district, has 
been nearly destroyed by avalanches. 
Half of the business houses are in ruins, 
Three men were killed, and the terror- 

inhabitants have fled to the 

5 o — 

repetition of the disaster, Particulars 

means of com- 
munication. 

PORTLAND, Ore., Feb 6.—Waler 
apparently is at a standstill this after- 
noon, but is still up to the waist in 
front of the Pacite Postal Telegraph 
Office. 

PORTLAND, Ore., Peb. 6.—The 
river is falling slowly. and fear of local 
damage from the flood is past. The 
water reached the highest point, 28 feet 
4 inches, at 6 o'clock this morning. 
This Is the highest water in the his 
tory of the city. The goods in stores 
ou the lower streets were all removed 
beyond the reach of damage, 

Reports from points on the Willa- 
mette river indicate that the river is 
falling rapidly. The most serious loss 
will be from the destruction of bridges, 
The largest towns In the valley are 
well above high water, Interruption 
te travel continues, but the Oregon 
Railroad and Navigation Company has 
established steamer service to the Cas- 
cade locks, above which tralus are 
running, Between Cascade locks and 
here there Is a succession of landslides, 
entirely obliterating the track in some 
places, 

The Southern Pacific sent out a 
train on the branch line west of there, 
but got no further than McMinnville, 
fifty miles from here. No trains have 
been sent out on the main line, The 
Northern Pacific is running to Tacoma, 
and iscarrying the mails. The Eastern 
mals accumulated at Cascade Locks is 
expected to reach here by steamer to- 
night, It 1s expected that the railroad 
blockade to Cascade Locks will eon. 
tinue some days, and that between 
here and San Francisco for weeks, as 
track and roadway have been entirely 
destroyed for a considerable distaner, 

The Union Pacific is blockaded by 
heavy slides between this city and the 
Dalles, and no traine are expected to 
be running for several days, The 
Northern Pacific is still running, At 
Salem 60 houses have been SWepl away 
and maoy persons were driven from 
their homes, though as far as known 
no lives have been lost. Along the 
river bottoms live stock has been 
drowned and quantities of grain and hay destroyed, The Columbia river at 
Vancouver, Washington, Is falling. 

At Eugene, Ore, a large iron 
was washed away, causing a loss of 
$20,000. A few buildings and large 
amounts of cord wood, fencing und 
other material were washed away and 
the aggregate losses will count up to ot me tar, A i " y DO ve arrived 
since Friday, and a shortage of 
fons is feared unless commun   

have been totall 
flood. 
TAcoMA, Wash., Feb, 6.—The Wil- 

y destroyed by the 

past, Many bridges are threatened, 

in the entire valley. 
The revenue cutter Richard Rush, 

with the northern mail from San Fran- 
Cisco, was unable to cross the Colum- 
bis River Bar, came back to Tacoma, 
and has taken the mails back to Ban 
Francisco, 

SroKaxe FALLs, Washington, Feb, 
6.~Later reports from Burke indicate 
that no lives have been lost. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wise, Jack Walt and wife were 
buried in the snow slide, but all were 
rescued with slight injury. 

than at first reported, Bix. men were 
killed outright, Among these were Jack 
Galbraith, foreman of the mine, Mike 
Flynn, cook, and Tom Mahoney, a 
miner. Forty men are employed at 
the mine in two shifts, One shift was 

at the time the avalanche rushed upon 
the boarding house, Muny other 
avalanches have occurred in the Cour 
d'Alene districts, 
snow, rocks and great trees. ‘The 
people of that whole section are terror 
stricken, and did not nleep last night, 
CHICAGO, Feb, 6, —General Mansger 

W. 5. Mellen, of the Northern Pacific 
iallroad, telegraphs the Assoclated 

Press as follows from Tacoma, Wash- 
ington. 
“The report that the Northern Pa- 

cfiie 18 In trouble is absolutely untrue, 
We were temporarily blockaded Sup- 
day and Monday by a snow slide In the 
Cascade mountains, but all delayed 
trains were gotten through, and to-day 
We are moving both freight and pas- 
senger trains close to schedule time. 
Sunday's and 
the frst the 

this winter. 
mountaios 

Northern Pacific bas had 

Colder weather in the 
has checked the snow 

slides, and we have had none 
for two days. We have had no 
trouble whatever with high water, and 
the only trouble 1 know of with 
on the road is confined locally to Port- 
land, and has not in any way or man- 
ver Inlrfered with Northern Pacific 
tralns. The Northern Pacific 
including all branches, is open, and all 
trains are moving. You can rely upon 
thls, as It is from personal observation 
on the ground.” 

nn 

Slst CONGEESS,~First Sessior, 

EENATE, 

In the United States Senate, on the 
Oth, the bill to regulate commeree Cal- 
ried on by telegraph was reported and 
placed on the calendar. The bill to 
provide a territorial government for 
Oklahoma was taken up. Before the 
Clerk had finished reading it the hour 
of 2 o'clock arrived, and the Blair Ed 
ucalional ill came up as 
business, and Mr, Blair Epoke in sup- 
port of his measure, After speaking 
& while be yielded temporarily to allow 
Mr. Sherman, from the Committes on 
Foreign Relations, to report a joint 
resolution cougratulating the people of 
Brazii on thelr assumption of seif-gov. 
ernment. The resolution was 
on the calendar. Mr, 
tinued his speech. He yielded a 
motion Ww go no executive session, 
which was carried. When the doors 
were re-opened the Senate adjourned, 

to 

for Oklahoma was 
went over, 

government 

cussed, and 
dis. 

continued his speech in its support, 
After two hours he yielded to a motion 
for an executive session. When the 

journed, 

HOUSE, 

filibustering was resumed by the Deamo- 

to adjourn was defeated, 
then 

The Speaker 
iaid before the House various bills 

relieve the Treasurer of the United 
States from the amount now 
to him and deposited 
States.” This bill the Speaker referred, 
under the rules, to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. Mr. Bland moved 
its reference to the Commictes on 
Appropriations, The Speaker declined 

mentary struggle began, which, after 
the usual dilatory motions, counting of 
quorums by the Speaker, sle., the bill 
Wis referred to the Ways and Means 
Committee. The House then ad- 
ourned. 

In the House on the Oth, there having been a tacit understanding be- 
tween the Republicans and Democrats 
that no effort would be made to trans. 
act bosiuess, owing to the attendance 
of muny members at the funeral of Mrs. and Miss Tracy, the Cierk was 
permitted to read the Journal in its 
abridged form. Tbe Democrats, not wishing to go on record as approving 
the Journal, demanded the yeas and 
nays, whereupon the Speaker, as usual, 
counted a quorum. The House then 
adjourned. 

In the House, on the 6th, the Demo- 
crats continued their policy of silent 
protest against the rulings of the 
Speaker by declining to vote upon the 
question of approving the Journal, It 
was approved, however, by a vote of 
153 to 0, the Speaker counting a quor- 
um. r. Cannon, from the Commit 
tee on Rales, reported the new code of 
rules, and it was ordered printed and 
recommitted, Mr. Morrill, from the 
Committees on Invalid Pe re- 
ported the Senate bill to increase the 
pensions of certain soldiers and sailors, 
nina submitate, The subatictte was 
ag Wo + 88 amended, 

nd bill for the relief of the 
sufferers by the wreck of our naval 
vessels at Samosa, and the Senate bill 
for the issue of an A   

to entertain the motion, and a pariia. | 

’ 

{ 
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SECRET OF A SHOCK. 

| 
| Terrible Nightmare in a Strange lamette river 1s higher than for 20 years | 

nnd there hus been great damage done | 

i 

i 

! 

Hotel. 

“There 
world,” said an old newspaper 
whose hair was gray twenty years ago, 
to a reporter of the Denver News. 
I'm not much of a believer in paper- 
natural ocourrénces, but when a plain 
fact comes into my experience I am 
willing to admit it. What I am going | 
to tell you I know and am satisfied | 
about, 

are strange things in this | 

man | 

You may or may not be, just as | William 111, King 

| veloped in that arm snd in no less than 
a month it was useless. Jn his letter to 

{ me he said: ‘You are the only man who 

| ever suspected my secret {wm wleper.” 
-——— 

Ages of European Sovereigns, 

The new issue of the Almavach de 
| Gotha gives an interesting table, show. 

ing the ages of the reigning roversigns 

| of Europe and the duration of their 

reign: “Omitting the small German 

| States, the oldest reigning prince is 
| Leo XII, who 13 70% years old, and has 

reigued I Comes 

“ 

nearly 12 years; next 

of the Net! eriands, 
| wuits you. | 724 year old, having reigned 40 years: At Custer | 

Mine, however, the disaster was worse | 
i 

i 

i 

{ the Btate, 1t seemed to me. below and the other was eating dinner | : : ! 

“You remember,” he began, 

neapolis and what a crowd was there? 
The State Fair and one or two other 
things attracted people enough, but the 
President's presence drew every one in 

Chicago paper at the time and got an 
assignment to go up and take in the 

| combined show, 
Canyous are full or | 

i 

| wasn't anvthi 

Monday's blockade was | 

Wahler | 
x 3 

| 80 pallish 

Road, | 

| It wan a little bit 

In the Umited States Senate on the | 
6th, the bill to provide a temporary | 

The Educa | 
tional Lill was taken ap and Mr. Blair | 

| after 

| could raise doors were reopened the Senate ad- { ing mass on my chest. 

| played across the pale face sunk in the | 
| pillows 

for reference, among them the bill “io | 

: [a corpse, that I clasped. In the House on the 4th, the usual iin horror and climbed nervously ont 
| bed 1 crats, but the journal was approved by | “ : 

a constitutional quorum, and a motion | 2° 

  

“When I stepped up to the counter 

I no 

ticed that the man in front of me. who 

of the leading hotel to register 

3 i, was also i 

go. There 
special about iis 

had Just laid down the pe 

newspaper man from Chica 
rior g ape 

pearance except that he was unum 
tall and thin and didn't look ¥ 
Naturally, when I had put down 

I turned to 
i myself, 

i ery well, 

my 

and introduced 
We shook hands and be gan to 

DA him 

While we were doing this the old 
pro 

was 1nspeciing | 

chat, 

Nan WOO was irictor ir 
i 

ing to us he said t 

ne empty roon 

we were 

louble 

but the tall 

I was u little huffed 

that he could have the 

uj 

ver it. 1 could sleep 
¢ t ohsir or walk the streets sll night, 

had often done so before. 
‘ ' Ts . '*Oh, no,’ said the tall man, “it isn't 

One alse 

think- 

that, I snore so badly that no 
could sleep in the room. I was 
4d g of vou.’ 

assured 

1 
Finally he gave in and 

“I laughed at the idea and 

that I would 

struck the bed 
sleep as soon as 

we agreed to take the room together 

of a cubbyhole st the 
top of the house, and the only arm 

1 and two 

MCREO NEWS 

were there 

three of us 
sal there and talked until I supposed it 
was 2 Neither 

uulinished | 

placed | 8 
Blair then con | 

Onger. 

dread My fis fealing 
There was not 

Was 

a sound from the man st 
my side 

to be 

I was suffocating, 

could 

A huge lump of ice seemed 
n my chest and press me down 

I tried to shout, but 
not emit a syllable. It was only 

long that brought 
sweat pouring out all over that I 

the inert frees. 

a struggle, 

me, 

my hand 

“It was a pulseless hand, the hand of 

i dropped it 

of 
The moonbeams came in thr 

little dust-covered window and 

still on my chest. I could not over- 
| come the frightful sensation of help. charged | lesanoss 

with the several | Np 
Iiit the gas and proceeded 

to call for help. Then it was, in the 
better light, that I saw he was not dead. 
I went to his side to look at his hand, | 
but some movement of mine awoke 
him, and he softly pulled it under the | 
counterpane. I could not go to bed 
snd remained up all night. 

“In the morning, when I spoke of 
she affair the tall man laughed and said 
1 must have been dreaming, as did the 
landlord; so did my newspaper friend. 
I oould not answer them, but I felt that 
some strange mystery was hidden that 
night in the little room. 

“Shortly afterward the news came 
over the wires that my companion of 
that night had committed suicide under 
circumstances of almost inconceivable 
horror. A few days afterward a letter 
came to me from him. He had written 
1t and left it on his table the night he 
took his life. It solved the mystery, 
“The Christmas night before 1 met 

him in Minneapolis he was drinking in 
a saloon in Chicago with several friends. 
Ho made the remark, ‘I suppose we 
have to again celebrate the birth of a 
bumbug.’ One of his companions asked 
him not to speak that way, upon the 
ground that it would be & personal 
favor. This led to argument. The 
blasphemer mid, ‘Prove to me that 
there is a God.” His friend said, ‘Prove 
tome tha! there is not a God.’ 

“The tall man drew himself erect and 
raised his arm on high, ‘I will eall up- 
on God, if He ts a God,’ said he, ‘to 
strike me dead right here where 1 
stand.” 

“I'hoss aroand drew back, but no 
misasle followed. The ial man langhed 
at his young friend. They parted for the night, perhaps a little solemaly, but 
mot much was thought of 
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next, Christian 1X, King of Denmark, 
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Mild Winters. 

I'he continued mildness of the wintes 

has already produced one crop of the 

most natural character th 

Ao 

goes back so far as the year 1424. when 

al is to say, 

of precedents ntinental oollector 

msomedq in them 

April; 
wer gardens w 

the orchards bl 

March and the vineyards in 

1538, 3 the ff wher 

loom in January: and to 1585. 

5 ear ut Easter 
next century we have 1669, withont 

or snow anywhere; and in 1692 a 

during which 

i. PP 

winter, 

emasined unlighte 
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m bill, and the birth of ti Pras. 

But it is not 

years in ti 

cable 
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Temacy 

that several of the re lis 
1 
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of excepti 

connected in date with winters 

mal severity. The 
of 1424 was compensated by the historie 
frost of the next winter but snd 
persons who saw the gardens gay in 
January had to cot their with 
hatchets before they were much older, 

of 1692 immedi- 

hen the 

mildness 

one; 

The stoveless winter 

ately followed that of 1681, 
| wolves, driven by the cold, invaded the 

and 
| 1707 was followed two years later by a 
frost of three months long. Of course, 

| but little regularity is observable about 

the comparison, and long intervals have 

frequently passed between the compen- 
sation of one extreme by another. 

uw 

| streets of Vienna in search of food: 

In Reference to the "Ess 

A language may be rich by the use of 
| terminations which indioste the sex of 
{the employed. Yet rich things are 
| often not agreeable. Pastry, preserves, 
{and some millionaires are perpetual 
proof of this. 

{ The adoption of a termination that 
would make such words as typewriter- 
oss, preacheress, teacheress, and the 
like, would make riches a burden —es- 
pecially when they come to the plurals. 
How will the ear that is fastidious be- 
come reconciled to the sibilants in 
typewriteresses, preacheresses, teacher- 
esses, and deaconesses, to say nothing 
of the clumsiness of “‘contributresses. ™ 

We might be able to overcome the 
tendency to associate a poetess with the 
stilted style and sickly sentimentalism 
of a sort of poetry we have all groaned 
over. But the ‘‘esses” on the end of a 
long word would forever hiss at a mis 
taken yearning for wealth of language. 

A Young Monarch. 

One of the youngest monarchs in the 
world is King Thantal, potentate of An- 
nam. He is gine years of age, very 
precocious, and fully conscious of the 
importance of his position. He is sol. 
smn and thoughiful, disdains childish 
sports, and spends all his time in the 
seclusion of his palace, studying, con- 
vorsing with aged counselors and pour- 
ing over books and manuscripts. He    


