ODD THINGS IN THE MAIL.
Curiosities at the Washington Dead
Letter Office.

The dead letter office is in one sense
the greatest museum in the world, for
here are daily received the queerest
things imngiunl»lv. Everything that
goes astray 1n Uncle Sam's charge goes
to this office, and in the course of a year
everything is received there, from a
package of needles or a bar of soap to
an nx handle. Once every year the de-
partment has a clearance sale of all the
miscellaneous articles that sceumulate,
and on an average about 10,000 articles
are (hf«‘)lnm‘il of at each sale, ;

It is estimated that every (‘u}' in the
vear shout 18,000 parcels, letters and
i-m'kug«-u go astray in the mail, all of
which find their way to the dead letter
office. As fast as received, this mass of
mail is assorted, opened and classified.
The dead letter office 18 not very large,
but it is & very busy place at all times
of the nl:\}‘.

SHE IS A DIRECTORY OF ALL THE CITIES.

The operators employed opening,
assorting, correcting and returning the
stray mail matter are nearly all women,

and they are counted far more skillful |

than men in handling the matter. Long
tables extend all around the room, piled
high with letters and parcels. About

twentv-five men and women are engag- |

ed in assorting and opening the letters.
In the gallery above are about
gixty vounge women who read the letters.
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FARM NOTES,

BUYING A HAY Press,—In choos-
ing & hay qwess, as in choosing a wife,
each farmer should judge for himself.
And in the former, as in the latter, 1t is
manifestly unwise to take appearance
as the only criterion. Consider the
amount of work to be done and the
power available, In pressing hay for
home use, it is not necessary that the
bale should be as compact as for mar-
keting. And a cheap press which
might make an acceptable bale for the
farmer’s own barn might be unable to
press one which would command the
highest price in the market, Speed isa
very important consideration, but not
$0 important as weight of bale per
cubic foot. And the weight per cubic
foot must not be obtained at excessive
cost of men and power. It must be
considered, also, whether the work will
nut prove too great a strain on the
team which the fanper happens to
have. Finally, the appearance of the
bale is something, as also its shape for
packing in a car. Besides honest dif-
| ferences of opinion among consumers
{ which make testirgonials of uncertain
{ value, there i8 a serious point which af-
| fects their weight: They are often ob-

| CeS,
provident than punctilious, to give a
recommendation for a consideration, A
| testimonial does not show on its face
whether it was given voluntarily an
in good faith or purchased for a price.
| Moreover, testimonials may be based on
| very limited experience or very careless
obs.rvation. 1fa man has never used
but one hay press, 1t does not signify
anything for him to solemnly declare
hat it he best he ever saw,
to only ordinary work,
not competent to declare that it 13
any emergency. For these
| reasons, which might be el
| by numerous cases of actual oce
| it may seen that testimonials are not

entirely ‘vh{.'\\ﬂlf?l.\'.
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PREPARATION FOR DONES, If
| equal weights of bone and superphos-
phate be procured the latter will con-
tain a larger proportion of free phos-
| phoric scid, readily soluble, while the

former will contain a larger proportion
of combined phosphoric acid. The far-
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It is & magnificent fan, and no doubt |

graced the costume of some court beauty
of the Old World. In one of the cabi-
nets, partially concealed in an envelope,
is 8 lock of dark brown hair. An in-
scription reads:
hair. Charles Guitean.” It was put
into the mail by the assassin of Presi-
dent Garfield.

A human skall grins from one of the
It brown with age
apparently lain in the clay for years be-
fore it started on its journey through
the mail. On the frontal bone of the
grinning skull is the inscription.
“Jimmy MecDuff.” A murderer was
execnted in a western town a number of
Vears ago, but it is not suppe wed to be
his skull.
of a pretty pink shell on which is in-
scribed s tender message of love,
reached its owner in a Massachusetts
town, who refused to pay 21 cents due,
and was sent to the dead letter office.

There are several hundreds of dollars
worth of gold and silver quartz in the
cabinets. It is all on exhibition. A
negro doll, that was addressed to a New
York society belle, upon which she re-
fused to pay the postage, is also on ex-
hibition. Coins of every nationality
and age are smong the curiosities col-
lected. Inone case is a set of false
teeth. An ax, such as is used by fire-
men, came in the msil to the dead letter
office, A fow years ago a tin can was
received at the office, and when opened
giateen rattlesnakes made their escape.
The men and women took elevatod seats
on the tables and gave the reptiles full
posession. After the seare the reptiles
were dispatched. In one of the cascs
hangs s bootblack's outfit, also a saw,
tin cup, washboard, hat box, gold head-
ed cane and a black felt cap. Articles
of wearing apparel, for male and female,
are received daily. The clerksin the
dead letter office work hard, but they

¢ many smusing things to break the
monviony of their routine duties —
Washington Letter,
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Tue farm is, to a certain extent, a
manufactory. The farmer can easily
prepare fertilizers on the farm at a re-
duced cost that will be of better quality
than ean be bought, eonsidering the ex-
pense of transportation, Lagging, ete,

| more serviceable on the farm by chang-

| ing them in composition. The reduc-
| tion of bones and other substances, that
| mnust be purchased,
| zation of materials as fertilizers that
| can be only procured on the farm,

falling victims to ticks, insects which
eat through the hide and then suck
| the blood. Cows have also been at-
{ tacked, but none had died up to last
accounts,

T cow soon becomes accustomed
to the milker, and if treated kindly will
cease giving evidences of vices. To
strike her places her in fear, and she
will seize every opportunity to kick or
move her position, Milking should be
| performed quietly the cow being
given her food just before beginning to
milk.

To Mrrove stock by selecting the
best for that purpose is commendable
but the method is a slow one compcmni
with the immediate benefits derived by
resorting to pure-bred stock in order to
grade up the common stock, and the
value is also greatly increased at but
small expense of time and labor.

ALL plants and trees consume water
in large quantities, Sir John Laws dis-
covered that an acre of barley will take
up 1004 tons of water iu two days.

rees and plants are composed more
Jargely of water than any other sub-
stance. The branch of a tree will
lose nine-tenthsof its weight by drying.
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| the top of each glass with a circle of |
paper dipped in brandy, and seal it so |
g | as to thoroughly exclude the air.
Honses in Daviess county, Ind,, are |
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HOUSEBOLD,

WHAT astonishment would not some
of the new notions of diet give our
grandparents could they revisit our din-
ing rooms, or look down with seeing
eyes from their portraits on the walls
there! They would be amused to see
the dandelion, for example, that in their
own day had solid boiling with a piece
of pork, now served, with no boiling at
all, as a salad, and still more amused to
be told that the seed of the weed is
gown in cultivated garden beds and the
thing raised as a crop, instead of being
universally dug in the pastures and by
the waysides with a sharp knife by ur-
chins selling their basketfuls from house
to house, and more even than that, that
it 1s raised in hot-houses under glass
and found profitable. And what would
they say Lo the tomato with all its scar-
let and orange hues, to snails in open
market, to bears’ meat in request, and

| to the flesh of rattlesnakes sought afeer

as & table delicacy by those of cosmo-
politan tastes without prejudice?

But whatever variation there is in
the dietetic tastes and principles of the

present generation as regards those who |

have already reached or nearly reached
maturity, all the schools are drawing

children, and are coming to consider it
of moment that grains and
vegetable substances should enter large-
ly into their nourishient,
that the heating properties of whas is
called a stronger diet are more or less
injurious, that milk in quantity i3 as
good, if not better than meat, and that
bran-containing food is necessary to the
creation of sheir teeth.
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JELLIES, —To0 have success with jel-
lies only the best quality of fruit should
be used, and you must be sure that
your fruit is not over-ripe. This 18 es-
pecially important in I ETRpPes,
gooseberries and currants; these fruits
are best used a little green. Strawber-
raspberries, blackberries aund
all small soft fruit should be used
the day they are picked, as stand-
ing over night allows the juice to
become thin and watery. Porcelain-
lined keitles are best to use, but a brass
kettle may be used if scoured bright
with salt and vinegar. Use a silver o
wouden sroon,  Neverattempt to make
jelly with any sugar except {
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then put the 1id or tie thick

over the top of the glass having
brushed over th
with the white of an egg.

Some housekeepers claim that
can only be made when the day is sun-
shiny. I do not know, but it is best to
run no risk, and so not altempt the
work on a cloudy day.— Ladies® World.
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APrrLE JELLY.—Use acid apples, red
After wash-
ing carefully, cut them up, skins, cores,
all,
cover with water, and boil until the
apples are perfectly dome, Strain
juice through a jelly bag, and to every
pint allow a pound of loaf sugar. Re-

| turn to the kettle and boil it until it
| Many substances that are procured on | will jelly.
| the market as fertilizers can be made |

Test it by putting a littie in
a saucer in a cool place—the refrigera-
tor, for instance. Assoon as it jellies
While

not seal up untll perfectly cold.

OLp Fasmionep BEAN PORRIDGE, |
~This is simply the same amount of |
beans, boiled with the pork very slowly |

for many hougs. Often a piece of salt
beef was used instead, and sometimes
dried corn was added. In Colonial and
later days, & quantity was made at once
and poured into pint or guart bowls,
an1 allowed to freeze, a string hanging
over the side of each bowl, by means of
which the lump of frozen porridge could
be lifted out, and this was carried by
wood-cutters or those whose work lay
out of doors, and heated at noon,

PrAcH CHirs, —Cut ripe peaches into
thin slices and simmer them slightly in
a syrup made of half a pound of sugar
to every pound of peaches., Hemove
from the syrup and luy in shallow dishes
in the sun, and every day pour over
them a portion of the syrup, which must
have been boiled down very thick after
the peaches were cooked in it. Turn
the peaches over from time to time,
Cover them with thin muslin tacked to
a frame 50 a8 to ¢ them from dust
and insects, W all of the syrup has
been nsed up and tho frait is well dried,
pack away closely in boxes lined with
thick paper, sifting sugar on each layer
of peaclies as you vack them.
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Put in a preserving kettle, |
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QuaLiIFIED,—'*Hello, Lamb, are you
still striking it rich in Wall street??

“No; in fact, I lost all that I had
therel”

“"'m sorry for that,
t]oinf now?”’

“Just now I'm writing ‘Tips for
Speculators’ for the dally press,”’

UL

Nor IMPOSSIBLE, —Smith—"Do you
know Miss Brown?”’

Jones—*‘I have spoken to her, but I
never met her.”

“Spoken to her, but never met ber?
Come, come, that’s impossible,”

“It isn’t impossible, I've spoken to
her through the telephone,”

“Come and take a cigar,”’

e

Dipx’r IMprovE IT.—"I really do
not see what is the matter with my ra-
gor to-day, Itisso dull that it don’t
cut at all,”’ said Johnoy’s pa.

“Why, pa,”’ sald Johnny, ‘‘it was
sharp the other day, when I used it to
make & ship with.”

What are you

OLD FASHIONED BDAKRD BEANE, -~
One quart of dried beans, crauberry
| preferred, soaked over night. In the
| morning pick them over carefully, as
| the bad ones are much more discernible

| over to boil. When the skins crack a
| little, which will be in about an hour,
| they are ready for baking., Put
in » deep pan or a bean pot, and cover
with the water in which U were
boiled, adding a teaspoonful of salt,

tablespoonful of molasses, apd half

eV

il
{ pound of salt pork, the rind of which
has been deeply scored. DPress it
| the beans, and bake them very
not less than five hours. It may be nec-
essary to add a little more water. They
must be moist but not sloppy and
For the
two tablespoont
ping can be used, or
f butter. Double
f no lw}); is used
THE STATESUCPPLIES THEM, —Joues
“I raw Slimkins yesterday., He is
doing first rate and has a new watch
and chain,”

Brown—‘‘He must have gotten down
to steady wi rk.”
“Yes, he has,

tiary.”
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Continued damp weather is very un-
favorable to sheep, especially if
have no sheiter,
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Fraser Axle Greass,

The Frazer Axle Grease i3 the very best.
A trial will prove we are right Hecel ved
first premium at North Carolina State Falr,
Centennial, and Paris Exposition,

L - o

It will pay to shake off a large pro-
portion of the fruit from trees that are
overloaded.

Cann’s HKidney Cuare
Dropsy, Gravel, Diabetes,
Heart, Urinary or Liver Diseases, Nerv-
ousness, &¢, Cure gusranteed. 831
Arch Street, Philad’a. §1 a bottle, €
for $5, or druggist. 1020 certificates of
cures. Try it

- i A AU O

The total length of the submarine
| cables at present in use is given by an
| Austrian paper as 113,031 miles,

st i

Rupture curegnaranieed by
Dr. J. B. Mayer, 831 Arch st., 1"hil'a,
Pa. Ease ut once, no operation or de-
jay from business, attested by thou.
| sands of eures after others 1ail, sdvice
free, send for circular,

Washington claims to have the hand-
somest equipages drawn by the best
horses in the United States,

:.TS g All Fils umgwd free vy Dr, Kiine's Great
Nerve Restorer, No Fiteafeer et day's use, Mar.
veious cures, Treatise and §2.00 trial boitie (ree W
¥il canes. Send 10 Dr. Kiine 931 Aren St Palia.Pa
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We are shaped and fashioned by what
we love.

Best, caslest 10 use and cheapest. Tisc’s
Remedy for Catarrh, By draggista. 50

How a;t:il A man ;»cnpa the eyes of
that which never vetteth?

1aMicted with sore eyes use Dr, Isano Thomps
won'sBye-water, Druggists sell at 5o, per bottie

-
Love eannot enter the heart without
bringing with it a train of other virtues,

[FT——-——

Smake the best—“Tansill's Punch”™ Cigar,

The innocence of the intention
abates nothing of the mischief of the
example. ,
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IpeENTIFIED, —Scrupulous post office
clerk—**No, sir, I can’t cash your mon-
ey order unless you can prove your iden-
tity.”

Stranger, after searching his pockets
in vain for letters, ete,—*“Oh, here 18
my photograph, won’t that convince
you?”

Clerk, examining it closely—""Well,
yes, there seems to be no doubt about
that. How much is your order for,
siry”’

ACCORDING TO Onrpers,—Editor,
flercely, to office boy—*‘See here, boy!
If you let another poet in here this week
I'll break every bone in your body, and
hang you up for a towel. Mind you,
now, No long haired person comes into
this office hereafter.”’

Office boy, meekly—**Y es, sir,”’

Editor, three hours later-—**"Who was
that beautiful young lady who turned
in from the street and then went away
again?’’

Office boy—**That was the new bank-
er's daughter, Miss Lovelydot, and she
wanted to subscribe, But I had to fol-
low your orders, sir.”

el

WANTED TO SEE BELLA JUMP.—
Bobby, who has been sitting patiently
half an hour—**Mr. Boomer, I wish you
Jella”
ella—**Robert, you naughty boy;
Te-
posterous remark?’’

Bobby, sulkily—*‘Well,
said if id you'd jump

L8
and I wanted 1o see you
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Crose Friexps Nor VALUED,-
Mrs, Sevenup—*Yes, I like this flat
very much, but, fortunately, we have
only taken it by the month, because we
will have to move out.”

Caller—**Why, what is the matter?”

‘‘some very dear friends of ours have
taken a flat in this same iflding, a
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TO WHA'T

WE HAVE TO SAY.

MO ITZS
BEST LOW-PRICED

GERMAN DICTIONARY

PULLISHED, AT THE REMAR
LOW PRICE OF

Only $1.00, Postpaid, 650 Pages,
Or only $1.50, Postpaid, 1224 Pages.

This Book contains 65 Finely Printed
of Clear Type on Fxcellent P
somely yet Berviceably Bound
giver English words with the Germa
jents and pronunciation, and Germ
with English definitions. If you kn
man word and desire to know meaning in
Pogiish, you lock in one part of the Hook
while if the Eonglish word s known snd you
want 1o translate it into German, you into
suother part of the Dook.

1t s ‘mvaluable to Germans who are not
thoroughly familiar with Baglish, or to Ameri-
cuns who wish to learn German. Consider bow
easlly you can master German with the ald of
this Dictionsry if & half bour per day i do-

KABLY
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ook

voted to study, bow much benefit can be
| derived from the knowledge, hasten 0O
i never

| send for this first-clam book. Y

- 3 regret it

RELDV RELIEF.

THE GREAT CONQUEROR OF PAIN,

Applied externally,
guickly

instantly relieves and
Brualses, Backache,
PFains in the Chest or sides, Hegdao e
Toothache, or any other wain, CONGES
TIONS, INFLAMMATIONS, HRHbheamatism
Nearaigia, Lambago, Sciatioa, Pains the
small of the Back, «

CURES ALL SUMMER COMPLAINTS,

Spasms, Sour Stomac h. N anaen,
Yomiting, Heartburn, DIARRHEA, Colie,
Dysentery, Cholera Morbuas, Internalliy, hall
to a tesspoonful in half a tambler of water,
S0e. a bottie, ALl Druggists.

ADWAY
PILLS,

An excellent and mild Cathartie, elegantly
coated and without taste. The Safest and
PBest Medicine in the world for the Cure of
all Disorders of the

LIVER, STOMACH OR BOWELS.

cures Sprains,

£

L.

Cramps,

| Purely Vegetable, Perfect Pargatives,

for |
Bright's, |

| -
{
|

Act Without Pain, Aiways Re-
Hable and Natural in
Their Operations,
Taken according to directions they
restore health amd renew vitality.

Price 250ts a Box. ESold by all Druggists

will

DUTCHER'S

FLY KILLER

Makes o clean swoep. Every
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