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DR. TALMAGE’S SERMON: 
——— A ————— 

“The Divine Mission of Pictures, 

“The day of the Lord of Hostsshall be , . . 

upon all pleasant pictures.” Isa, 2: 12, 18, 

PicTuREs are by some relegated to 
tlw realm of the trivial, aceidental, 

sent mental, or worldly, but my text 
shows that God scrutinizes pictures, 

amd whether they are good or bad, 

whether used for right or wrong pur- 
poses, is a matter of Divine observation 

and arraignment. 

The divine mission of pictures is my 

subject, 
“That the artist’s pencil and the en- 

graver’s knife have sometimes been 

nade subservient to the kingdom of the 

bad is frankly admitted. After the 

ashes and scoria were removed {rom 

Herculaneum and Pompeii, the walls 

af those cities discovered to the explor- 

xs a 
DEGRADATION IN ART 

which cannot be exaggerated, Satan 

and all his imps have always wanted 

the fingering of the easel; they would 

rather have possession of that than the 

art of printing, for types are not so 

potent and quick for evil as pictures, 

The powers of darkness think they 

have gained a triumph, and they have, 

when in some respectable parlor or pub- 

lic art gallery they can hang a canvas | 

@mbarrassi 3 ascinat- | Pus eka wisi 
embarrassing to the good but fascinat | pire,” and by Turner's ‘Slave Ship. 

Patriarchs, | ing to the evil. 
It is not in a spirit of prudery, but 

bac Ked 

I say that you have no right to hang in 

your art rooms or your dwelling-houses | 

that v hich would be offensive to good | 

people if the figures pictured were alive | 

in your parlor and the guests of your | 

household, A picture that you have to 

hang in a somewhat secluded place, or 

that in a public hall you cannot with a 

group of friends deliberately stand be- 

fore und discuss, ought to have a knife 

stabbed into it at the top and cut clear 

through to the bottom, and a stout fin- 

ger th 
clear through to the left. Pliny the 

elder lost his life by going near enough 

to see the inside of Vesuvius, 
further ou can stand off from the burn- 

sug crater of sin Never till 

the books of the Last Day ure opened 

shall we know what has been 

harvest of evil pictorials aud unbecom 

ing art galleries. Despoil a man’s im- 

aginatiou and he becomes a moral car- 

cass. The show-windows of English 

and American cities, in which the low- 

theatres luve sometimes hung long 

lines of bruzen actors and actresses in 

style insulting to all propriety, have 

made 

the beiter 

kn nil 

TO DEATH 

for multitudes of people. But so have 
all the other arts been at times suborn- 
ed of evil, Ilow has music been be- 

draggled? 1s there any place so low 

down in dissoluteness that into it 

not been carried David's harp, 

Handel's organ, and Gottschalk’s piano 

and Ole Bull's violin? and the flute, 

which though named after 

ficant a Ul 
has seven spuls on the side like flute 

holes, yet for thousands of years has 

had an exalted mission? Architecture, 

born 
worlds, under its arches and across 

floors, what bacchanalian revelries have 

been enacted! It is nol against any of 

these arts that they have been led 

into captivity! 
What a poor world this would 

it were not for what my text 
‘pleasant pictures!’ 1 refer 

memory and mine when I ask If your 

A BROAD PPATH 

in 
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ton’s “Paradi-e Lost,” emblazoning it 

on the attention of the world, he takes 

up the Book of Books, the monarch ot 

literature, the Bible, and in his pic- 

tures “The Creation of Light,” *‘The 

Trial of Abraham’s Faith,” *“T'he Bur: 

jal of Sarah,” “Joseph Sold by his 
Brethren,” *“The Brazen Serpent,’ 

“Boaz and Ruth,” “David and Gol 

jath,” “The Transfiguration,’ **The 

Marriage in Cana,” “Babylon Fallen,” 
and two hundred and five Scriptural 

scenes fn all, with a boldness and a 

grasp and almost supernatural afflatus 

that make the heart throb and the brain 

reel and the tears start and the cheeks 

blanch and the entire nature quake 

with the tremendous things of God and 

eternity and the dead. 1 actually stag- 

gered down the steps of the London 

Art Gallery, under the power of Dore’s 

“Christ Leaving the Practorium.” 

Profess you to be a Christian man or 

woman, and see no divine mission in 

art, and acknowledge you no obligation 

either in thanks to God or man? 

It is no more the word of God when 

put before us in priuter’s ink, than by 

| skilful laying on of colors, or desigus 

! on metal through incision or corrosion, 

What a lesson in morals was presented 

by Hogarth, the painter, in his two pic. 

tures, ‘The Rake's Progress,’ 

“The Miser’s Feast,” and by Thomas   
up by God’s eternal truth, when | 

rust in on the right side ripping | 

and the | 

the dire | 

NP | 

has | 
and | 

SO Insigni- } 

+ as the Sicilian eel, which | 

the heart of Him who made the | 

Cole's engravings of the **Voyage ol 

Human Life,’ and the “Course of Em- 

God in art! Christ inart! 

prophets nnd apostles in 
Heaven in art! 

NEGLECTED PAINTERS, 

The world and the church ought to 

come to the higher appreciation of the 

divine mission of pictures, yet the au- 

| thors of them bave generally been left 

| to semi-starvation. West, the great 

| painter toiled in unappreciation till, be- 

ing a great skater, while on the ce he 

| formed the acquaintance of General 

| Howe, of the English army, and through 

| coming to admire West as a skater, 
| who gradually came to appriciate as 

he accomplished by 

{ his hand as by his Poussin, the 

| mighty painter, was pursued, and bad 

| nothing with which to defend himself 

| against the mob but the artist’s port- 

| folia, whiel held over his | 
es hurled at him. The 

chard Wilson, of Eng- 
for fabulous sums of 

| money after his death, but the living 

| painter was glad to get for his *"Alecy- 

a piece of Stilton cheese, 

From 1640 to 1643 there were 

| pictures wilfully 
Queen Elizabet 

art! Angels 

{ in art! 

{ much that which i 8 8 
Hoel, 

keep ui i i 

| pictures « 
land, were ] oO 

| one’ 

4. 600 

destroyed. 

gn rei of , N 
bit 

: wielr 

| pieces, 

| First it was ordered 

| all pictures of Christ be burnt. 
| ers were so badly treated and h is 

| in the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
lowered clear down 

ime 

In 

hat they were 
blimity of their art, and 

accounts of 

their colors, as 

A PAINTERS BILL 

| which came to publication in Scotland 
in 1707 indicated. The painter had 

been touching up some old | ! 
the church, and he sends 

{ ized bill to 
a chink in the 

the vestry: “T 
Red Sea am 

{ the damages to Pharaol’s 

| a new pair of hauds for Daniel 
i of teeth 

Nebuchad - 
push to 

ng the 

knowledge of the Holy Scriptures has |! 
not been mightily 
woodculs or engravings in the old fam- 
ily Bible, which father and motber read | 

in the old | 
were boys and 

out of, and laid on the table 
homestead when you 
girls. The Bible scenes which we all 
carry in our miuds were not gotten 
from the Bible typology, but from the 

BIBLE PICTURES. 

To prove the truth of it 
case, the other cay I took up 

family Bible, which I inberited. 
enough, what 1 have carried in 
miad of Jacob's ladder was exactly the 
Bible engraving of Jacob's ladder; and 
.80 with Samson carrying off the gates 
wf Gaza; Elisha restoring the Shuna- 
mite’s son; the mussacre of the inno- 
cents; Christ blessing little children; 
the Crucifixion, and the Last Judg- 
suent. My idea of all these is that of 
the old Bible engravings which I scan- 
ned before I could read a word, That 

is true with nine-tenths of you, If 1 
could swing open the door of your fore- 
Beads I would find that you are walk- 
ing picture-gallerics, The great intel- 

it own 

old 

ore 

in mj A ¥ 

the 

ligence abroad about the Bible did not | 
cowe from the general reading of the 
book, for the majority of the people 
read it but iittle, if they read it at all; 

«but 
ALL THE SACRED SCENES 

have been put before the great masses, 
and not printer’s uk, but the pictorial 
art, must have the credit of the achieve- 
ment. First, painter's pencil for the 

. favored few, and then engravers’ plate 
or wosdeat for millions on millions! 

What overwhelming commentary on 
the Bible, what reinforcement for patri- 
archs, prophets, apostles and Christ, what 
distribution of Scriptural knowledge of 
all nations, in the paintings and engrav- 
ings therefrom of Holman Hunt's 
“Christ in the Temple”; Paul Vero- 
nese’s “Magdalen Washing the Feet of 
Christ’; Raphael’s ** Michael the Arch- 
angel’’; Albert Durer’s ‘Dragon of the 
Apocalypse’ ;Michael Angelo’s * ‘Plague 
of the Fiery Serpents’; Tintoret's 
“Flight into Egypt’; Rubens’ **De- 
scent from the Cross’’; Leonardo Da 
Vinel's ‘Last Supper’; Claude's 
“Queen of Sheba’; Bellini’s *‘Madon- 
na at Milan"; O ’s “Last J 
ot®: and hu of miles of pic- 
tures, if they were put in line, illustrat 
ing, displaying, dramatizing, irradiat- 
ing Bivle truths until the Scriptures 

. are not to-day so much on paper as on 
canvas, not so much in ink as in all the 
colors of the spectrum, In 1833, forth 
from Strasburg, Germany, there came 
a child that was to eclipse in speed and 
boldness and grandeur anything and 
everything that the worl | seen 
since the first color appeared on the sky 

«at the creation. 
PAUL GUSTAY DORE, 

At eleven years of age he published 
marvellous Sishographn of his own, 

: Saying nothing of what he did for Mil. 

augmented Ly the {1 
oS ’ 

my | 

f his legs’; “lo pulling 
le on Moses® basket, and 

hes, and adding more fuel 
1 Nebuchadnezzar’s fur- 

painters were humiliated 
| clear down below the majesty of their 
art. The old 

portrait of Chaucer, though now of 

| great value, was picked out of a lumber 
| garret, Great were the trials of Quen- 
| tin Matsys, who toiled on from black- 

i 
y 

| sith’s anvil till, as a painter, he won | 

The first mission- 
aries to Mexico made the fatal mistake 

| of destroying pictures, for the loss of 

which art and religion must ever la- 
ment. But why go so far back when 
in this year of our Lord, 1888, and 

| within twelve years of the twentieth 
! century, to be a painter, except in rare 

| exceptions, means 

POVERTY AND NEGLECT? 

poorly fed, poorly clad, poorly housed, 
because poorly appreciated! When I 
hear a man 18 a painter, I have two 
feelings— one of admiration for the 
greatness of his soul, and the other ot 
commiseration for the needs of his 

| body. 
But so it has been in all departments 

of noble work. Some of the mightiest 
have been hardly bestead, Oliver Gold- 
smith bad such a big patch on the coat 
over his left breast that when he went 
anywhere he kept his hat in his hand 
closely pressed over the patch. The 
world-renowned Blahob Asbury had a 
salary of $64 a year, Painters are not 
the only ones who have endured the 
lack of appreciation. Let men of 
wealth take ander their patronage the 
suffering men of art. They lift no com- 
plaint; they make no strike for higher 
wages, But with a keenness of nervous 
organization which almost always char- 
acterizes genius, these artists suffer 
more than any one, but God, can re- 
alize, There needs to be a concerted 
effort for the 

SUFFERING ARTISTS OF AMERICA, 
not sentimental discourse about what 
we owe Lo arti but contracts that 
will give thetn a livelihood; for I am in 
full sympathy with the Christian farm- 
er who was very busy gathering his fall 
apples, and some one asked him to pray 
for a posr family, the father of which 
had broken his leg, and the busy farm- 
er said: “I cannot stop now to pray, 
but you can go down into the cellar 
and get some corned beef and butter 
and eggs and potatoes; that is all I can 
do now.” Artists may wish for our 
rayers, but they also want practical 
elp from mer who cn give them 

work. You have heard scores of sere 
mons for all other kinds of suffering 
men and women, but I think this is the 
first sermon ever preached that made a 
plea for the sufenng men and women 
ot American art. ir work Is more 
true to nature and life than any of the 

that have become 

i wide recognition, 

  
# 

¥ 

and 

head to | 

est picture in England, a | 

masterpieces immor- 
tal on the other side of the sea, but it is 

TU PRET TI 

the fashion of Americans to mention 
foreign artists, and to know little or 

nothing about our own Copley, and 
Allston, and Inman, and Greenough, 

and Kensett, Let the affluent fling out 

of their windows and into the back 

yard valueless daubs on canvas, and 

call in these splendid but unrewarded 

men, and tell them to adorn your walls, 

not only with that which shall pleass 

the taste, but enlarge the mind, and Im- 

prove the morals, and save the souls of 

those who gaze upon them. 

As the day of the Lord of Hosts; ac- 

cording to this text, will scrutinize the 

pictures, I implore all parents to see that 

in their households they have neither in 

book Or newspaper or on canvass any- 

| thing that will deprave. Pictures are 

| no longer the exclusive possession of 

| the affluent. 'Lhere is not a respectable 

| home in these cities that has not speci- 

| mens of woodcut or steel engraving, if 

| not of painting, and your whole family 
| will feel the moral uplifting or depres- 
| sion, Have nothing on your wall or 

| in books that will familiarize the young 

| with scenes of cruelty or wassail; have 

{ only those sketches made by artists in 

| elevated moods, and nore of those 

scenes that seem the product of artistic 

deliriem tremens. Pictures are 

A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE, 

| The human race is divided into almost 

{ as wany languages as there are nations, 

but the pictures may speak to people of 

all tongues, Volapuk may have hoped, 

with little reason, would become 

{ world-wide language, and printers’ 

| types have no emphasis compared with 

iit. We say that children are fond of 

| pictures; but notice any man when he 

{ takes up a book, and you will see that 

  

the first thing that he looks at is the | 

pictures, Haye only those in your 

| house that appeal to the better nature. 

One engraving has sometimes decided | 

an eternal destiny. Under the title of 

fine arts there have here from 

France a class of pictures which elubo- 

| rate argument has tried to prove irre- 

| proachable, They would disgrace a bar- 
room, and they need to be confiscated. 

| Your children will carry the pictures ol 

| their father’s house with them clear on 

| to the grave, and, passing that marble 

pillar, will take them through eternity. 

Furthermore, let all reformers, and all 
Sabbath-school teachers, and Chn 

tian workers realize that, it vy would 

be effective for good, they 

pictures, if nott 
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After making the picture, put it on the 
! wall, or paste it on the fly leaf of some 

| favorite book, thal you may have it be- 
| fore you. I read the oth 8 

rn 
Aid 

| who had been executed for murder, and 
' the jallor 

| assassin’s own hand, 
A PICTURE OF A FLIGHT OF STAIRS, 

| On the lowest step he had written: 
| “Disobedience of parents;’’ on the sec- 
fond: “Sabbath breaking: on the thind: 
{ *Drunkenness and gambling; on the 
{ fourth: “Murder;’ and on the G6fth and 
{ top set: “A gallows.” If that man had 
| made that picture before he took the 
{ first step, he never would have taken 
| any of them! Oh, man, make another 
| picture, a bright picture, an evangelical 
| picture, and f wi help you make it! 
| suggest siz steps for this flight of stalrs, 
On the first step write the words: “A 

washed in the blood of the Lamb; on 
the second step: “Industry and good 

| companionship;’ on the third step: i.) 
i Christian home with a family altar” 
on the fourth step: “Ever widening 
usefulness;’’ on the fifth step: 
glorious departure from this world;"’ on 
the sixth step: “Heaven! heaven! 
heaven!’ Write it three times, and let 
the letter of the one word be made up 

the third of thrones! Promise me that 
you will do that, and 1 will promise to 
meet you on the sixth step, if the Lord 
will through Ilis pardoning grace bring 
me there 100. 
And here I am going to say a word 

of cheer to people who have never had a 
word of consolation on that subject, 
There are men and women in this world 
by hundred of thousands, and some 
of them are here to-day, who have a 
fine natura) taste, and yet all their lives 
that taste has been suppressed, for they 
must support their households, and 
bread schooling for their children 
are of more importance than pictures, 
‘Though fond of music, they are com 
pelled to live amid discord; and though 
fond of architecture, they dwell in 
elumsy abodes, and though appreciative 
of all that engravings and paintings 
can do, they are in perpetual depriva- 
tion. You are going, after you get on 
the sixth step of that stairs just spoken 
of, to find yourselves in 
THE ROYAL GALLERY OF 

VERSE, 

the concentered splendors of all worlds 
before your transported vision, In 

way all the scenes 
through which we and the Church of 
God have passed in our earthly state 

hwill be pictured or brought to mind, 

Sa 

THE UNI   

a | 

er day of a man | | 

found afterward a picture ! 
made on the wall of the cell Dy the | 

l | parent is guilty, and then spiritiess, | 

nature changed by the Holy Ghost and | 

“A { 

of banners, the second of coronets, and | 
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At the Cyclorama of Gettysburg, which 

we had in Brooklyn, one’ day a blind 

man, who lost his sight in that battle, 
was with his child heard talking while 

standing before that picture, The blind 
man sald to hus daughter: “* Are there at 
the right of the picture some regiments 

marching up a hill??? * Yes,” she sad, 

“Well,” said the blind man, *‘is there a 

general on horseback leading them on?” 

“Yes, sho sald, **Well, is there rush- 

ing down on these men a cavalry 

charge?” “Yes,” was thereply. *‘And 

do there seem to be many dying and 

dead?’ “Yes,” was the answer. "Well, 
now do you see a shell from the woods 

bursting near the wheel of a cannon?” 

“Yes, she sald. **Stop right there!” 

said the blind man. ‘*That is the last 

thing I eversaw on earth! What a time 
| it was, Jenny, when 1 lost my eye- 

sight!” But when you, who have found 
life a hard battle, a very Gettysburg, 

shall stand in the Royal Gallery of 

Heaven, and with your new vision be- 
gin to see and understand that which in 

your earthly blindness you could not 

see at all, you will point out to your 

celestial comrades, perhaps to your own 
| dear children who have gone before, the 

i scenes of the earthly conflicts in 

| you participated, saying: 

{ that hill of prosperity I 

  
Was 

| was wounded, There I lost 
| sight, That was the way the 
| looked when 1 last saw it, 

world 

| worlds while the Rider 

| stars of heaven His tiaral 
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Chinese Immigration to lassia, 

I'he paragraph from he Nord tele. 
t graphed by your 
ent and published in The Times recent- | 

1 

ly can hardly be officially inspired, for 
Russian officials who are in a position | 

usually know per- | to inspire The Nord 
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BuNpaY, NoveuMpen 18, 1833, 

Helping one Another. 

LESSON TEXT, 

Joah, 21 43 45; 22 1.49. Memory vorsos, 20:14) 

LESSON PLAN, 

Toric oF THE QUARTER: 
. . vv 

Promises Fulfilled, 

God's 

There railed not aught of any good thing 
which the Lori Jocudd spoken ao the 

house of Israel ; all came lo poss, Josh, 

21 : 45. 
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heritance, 

1. Gracious Promises Fulfilled, ve 
45-45, 

2. Holy services Ministered, va, 1.4, 
| 4 Splendid Possessions Enjoyed, vi 
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The Wrong and Right Way, 
 ———— 

How parats provoke their children 
by unreasnable commands, by per- | 
petual restgction, by capricious jerks 
at the bridle alternating with as capri- | 
cious dropphg the reins altogether; by 

| not governlg their own tempers; by 
shrill or stefa tones where quiet, soft | 

| ones would fo; by frequent checks and 
rebukes and sparing praise, 
is sure to folow such mistreatment by 

{ father or mother? 
| for which ths child is punished and the 

| listlessness and apathy. “I can not 
| please him, whatever 1 do,” leads us to 

| a ranking séase of injustice, and then 
| to recklessiess—‘*It is useless to try 
| any more,”’. And when a man or child 
| loses heart there will be no more obedi- 
ence. Manga parent, especially many 

| a father, drives his child into evil by 
| keeping hintat a distance, He should 
{ make his bty a companion and play- 
| mate, teach kite to think of his father 
{ as his confident, try to keep his ehild 
| nearer to hintself than any body else, 
{ and then hisauthority will be absolute, 
his opinion an oracle, and his lightest 
wish a law. 
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Deaths rom Lead Volsoning. 
ASS 

In the list of deaths from poisoning 
in Great Britaln—3511 in a single year— 
ninety-five, or over one-sixth, were 
caused by lead, The people of all elvil- 
ized countries are in need of special 
caution concerning the use of lead. 
Lead pipes, kad faucets, lead solder, 
and in many sther forms, lead is a sub- 
tle and terrible danger. Thousands 
suffer from lead poisoning who do not 
die thereby. It should never be used, 
when by corrosion it can become an ele- 
ment in food or drink. The symptoms 
are so easily laid to other causes that it 
can do serions mischief before its pres. 
ence is suspected, Ita use in red pre- 
cipitate as a solder on pipes is specially 
dangerous. Next to lead, the cases of 
poison most pumerous were from 
opium, then fram earbolicacid, Bella. 
donna and aleohol, aconite, chlorodyne 
and hydrochlorie acid follow in the list 
with nearly equal pace, For suicidal 
purpose carbolic acid was used in forty- 
two cases, morphine, opium and laud- 
anum in forty-one. The fashion in 
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In - General 
Lieutenant Sherman, 3 

a short time, and learning 

was to mal a speech 
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yim. On basis the ) 
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win, whom he had met on several oc- 
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peared: 
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¢ull and rucning over, and explained 
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the privilege than 1. 

“ Are you a foreign Ambassador?’’ he 
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“Roy 
“Are you Governor of a State?» 
“No.™? 

| “Are you a member of 
| fiouse?’” 
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| persons, ”’ 
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