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DR. TALMAGE'S SERMO?

Heformation of Evil Habits,

o e

“When shall I nwake, T will sock it yet
again.—Prov, 23 : 3.

Wirn an insight into human nature
such as no other man ever reached,
Solomon, iIn my text, sketches the men-
tal operations of one who, having step-
ped

ASIDE FROM THE PATH

of rectitude, desires to return, With a
wish for something betier, he says:
““When shall I awake? when shall I
come out of this horrid nightmare of
iniquity?”? But seized upon by un-
eradicated habit, and forced dm\‘z‘nh;H
by his passions, he cries out: ‘'l will
seek it yet again. 1 will try it once
more,*’

Our libraries are adorped with an
elegant literature addressed to young
men, pointing out to them all the dan-
gers and perils of life—complele maps
of the voyage, showing all the rocks,
the quicksands, the shoals. But sup-
pose a man has already made ship-
wreck; suppose he is already off the
track; suppose he has already gone as-
tray,

HOW IS IE TO GET BACK?

I'hat is a fleld comparatively untouch-
ed. I propose to
evening to such, There are those in
this andience who, with every passion
of their agonized soul, are ready to hear
: They compare them-
they were len years
from the bondage in
incarcerated., Now, il
house, come with
, yet feeling they are
beyond the pale of Christian sympathy,
and that the sermon can hardly bé ex-
pected to address them, then, at this
moment, I give them my right hand
and call them brother, Look up, There
} ious and triuvmphant hope for you
I sound the trumpet of Gospel de-

wce. ‘T'he Church ready to
spread a banquet at your return, and
the hierarchs of heaven to [all into line
winered procession at the news of
emancipation. So far as God may
e, I propose to show what are tl
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lisgra
ing bis family, destroying his property,
ruining him body, mind, and soul. It

wan, being an intelhigent man,
ioving his family, could easily g
it habit, would he not do s0? Tl

he does not give it up proves
ard to give itup. It iy
thing to sail down-stream,

you with great for
turn

FHE BOAT UP STRI

18 it 80 easy then to row it? Aslong as
we yield to the evil inclinations in ous
hearts and our bad habits, we are sail
ing down-stream; but the moment we
try to turn, we put our boat in the
rapids just above Niagara, and try to
row up stream.
the habit of using tobacco, as most of
you do, and let him resolve to stop, and
he finds it very difiicult, Twenty-one
years ago I quit that habit, and I would
as soon dare to put my right hand 1n
the fire as once to indulge in it. Why?
Because it was such a terrible struggle
to get over it.

1 .
i Ve

A - a 2
Now, let a man be advised by his |

physician to give up the use of tobacco,
He goes around not kpowing what to
do with lnmself. He cannot add up a
line of figures, Ile cannot sleep nights,
It seems a8 if the world had turned up-
side down. He feels his business 18 go-
ing to ruin. Where he was kind and
obliging he is scolding and fretful, The
composure that characterized him has
given way to fretful restlessness, and
he bas become acomplete fidget, What
power is it that has rolled a wave of
woe over the earth and shaken a por-
tent in the heavens ? Iie has tried to
stop smoking! After a while he says,
“I am going to do as I please, The doc-
tor dossn’t understand my case. 1'm
golng back to the old habit.’’

And he returns, Everything assumes
its usual composure., His business
secms to brighten, The world becomes
an attractive place to live in. His
children, seeing the difference, hail the
return of their father’s genial disposi-
tion. What wave of color has dashed
blue thto the sky, and greenness Into
the mountain foliage, aud the glow of
sapphire into the sunset? What en-
chantment has lifted a world of beauty
and joy on his soul? Ie has gone back
to smoking. O, the fact is, as we all
kuow in our own experience, that

HABIT 18 A TASK-MASTER;
as long as we obey it, it does not chas-

tise us; but let us resist, and we find we
are to be lashed with seorplon whips,

and bound with ship cable, and thrown
into the track of ‘Lono—btuhng Jug-

Take a man given to |

| the god of reveiry.

| panther at full leap.
| tive!
address myself this |

gernauts, During the war of 1812
there was & ship set on fire just above
Niagara IFalls, and then, cut loose from
its moorings, it came on down through
the night, and tossed over the Falls, It
was said to have been a scene brilliant
beyond all description. Well, there
are thousands of men on fire of evil
habit, coming down through ihe rapids,
and through the awful night of tempta-
tion, toward the eternal plunge. Oh,
how hard it is to arrest them! God
only can arrest them,

Suppose a man, after five or ten or |

Swenty years of evil-dolng resolves to
do right. Why, all the forces of dark-
ness are allied against him, He cannot
sleep nights, Ile gets down on his
knees in the midnight and cries: *‘God
help me!’? IHe bites his lip, He grinds
his teeth. He clenches his fist 10 a de-
termination to keep his purpose. He
dare not look at the bottles in the win-
dows of a wine store. It is one long,
bitter, exhaustive, hand-to-hand f{i:
with an intlamed, tantalizing, and me:
ciless habit, When he thinks he is en-
tirely free, the old inclinations pounce
upon him like a pack of hounds with
their muzzles tearing away at the flanks
of one poor reindeer, In Pavis there is
a sculptured representation of Dacchus,
He is riding on a
Oh, how sugges-
et every who is speeding
on bad ways understand he is not
ing a docile and well-broken steed, but

one

i he is riding a monster, wild and blood-

{-a better life, and say:
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thivsty, going at a death leap.

How many there are who resolve on
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will try it once more;
I will seek it yet again!” Years ago,
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thin, and some one
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i our crowded cities who live a thousand
| miles from church,

Vast deserts of in-
difference between them and the house
of God. The fact is, we must keep our
respectability, though thousands and
thousands perish. Christ sat
with publicans and sinners DBut if
there come to the house of God a man
with marks of dissipation upon him,
people almost throw up their hands in
horror, as much as to say: “‘Isn’t it
shocking?"
ous Christians in all our churches are
going to get into heaven, I don't know,
unless they have an especial train of
cars, cushioned and upholstered, each
one a car to lumself, They cannot go
with the great horde of publicans and
sinners,

Oh! ye who curl your lip of scorn at
the fallen, I tell you plainly, if you had
been surrounded by the same influences,
instead of sitting to-day amid the cul-

tian, you would have been a crouching
wreteh in stable or ditch, covered with
filth and abomination. It is not be-
cause you are naturally any better, but
because the mercy of God has protect-
ed you. Who are you that brought up
in Cbristian circles and watched by
Christian parentage, you should be so
hard on the fallen?

I think men also are often hindered
from return by the fact that churches
are too anxious about their membership
and too anxious about their denomina~
tion, and they rush out when they see a
man about to give up his sin and re-
turn to God, and ask him how he is
going to be buptized, whether by
sprinkling or immersion, and what
kind of a church he is going to join,
Oh, my friends, it is

A POOR TIME TO TALK

about Presbyterlan catechisms, and
Episcopal liturgies, and Methodist love-
foasts, and baptisteries to & man that is
ooml& m‘:;g{ th: d;r.kne-l ol sin ‘lgho the

of the Gospel, hy, it
'ﬁ‘:ﬁﬂlm of » man deowning in the

| may

| these habits you have, and ask

sea, and a life-boat puts out for him,
and the man in the boat says to the
man out of the boat: “*Now, if I get
you ashiore, are you going to live 02 my
street?” Flirst get him ashore, and then
talk about the non-essentials of religion,
Who cares what church he joins, if he
only joius Christ and starts for heaven?
Oh! you ought to have, my brother, an
illumined face and hearty grip for every
one that tries to turn from his evil way.
Take hold of the same book with him,

| though his dissipation shake the book,

remembering that *‘he that converteth
& sinner from the ervor of his ways shall
save a soul from death and Inde a mul-
titude of sins,”’

Now, I have shown you these obsta-
cles because I want you to understand
[ know all the difficulties in the way ;
but I am now to tell you how Hannibal
may scale the Alps, and how
THE SHACKLES MAY BE
and how the paths of virtue forsaken
be regained. First of all, my
brother, throw yourself on God. Go to
him frankly and earnestly, and tell him
Him if

{ there is any help in all the resources of

ommipotent love, to give it to you. Do

| not go with a long rigmarole people call

and “*forever and ever, amen!” Go to

| God and ery for help ! help! help! and
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and live, I remember, in the late war,
hospitals after the battle, and saxd to a
man: “Where are you hurt?” Ile
made no answer, but held up his arm,
and splintered. I saw where
he was hurt. The simple fact is, when
a man has a wounded soul, all be has
todo is to hold it up before a sympa-
Lord, and get it healed, 3
)t take any long prayer., Jus
p the wound, Obh, it is no small thu
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open, and 1 saw the process,
held him fast, and they put the cup to
drink. What chance s there for such
vour also, seek
advice, Every Christian man 18 bouud
to help you. If you find no other
buman ear willing to listen to your
story of struggle, come to me and 1
will by every sympathy of my heart,

I counsel

and every prayer, and every Wil of my |
- J 1 ment,

hand, stand beside you in the struggle

{ for reformation ; and as I hope to have

{ my own sins forgiven, and hope to be |

{ Christ, I will not betray you.
tured, and the refined, and the Chris-
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SEEK CHRISTIAN COUNAEL,

Gather up all the energies of bLody, | _ .
“1 | a vigorous constitution and great mus-

cular development, and looked as if he |

mind and soul, and appealing to God
for success, declare this day, everiast-
ing war against all drinking habits, all
gaming practices, all houses of sin,
Half-and-half work will amount to
nothing: it must be a Waterloo, Shrink
back now, and you are lost. Push on,
and you are saved. A Spartan general
fell at the very moment of victory, but
he dipped his finger in his own blood
and wrote on a rock near which he was
dying; ‘“‘Sparta has conquered.”
Though your struggle to get rid of sin
may seem to be almost a death strug-
gle, you exn dip your fingor in your own
blood and write on the Rock of Ages :
“Victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ !

Oh! what glorions news it would be
for some of these young men to send
home to their parents In the country,
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much as the news you might send home
to-morrow that you had given your
heart to God, I know how it is in the
country, The night comes on., The
sattle stand under the rack through
which bursts the trusses of hay,
The horses just having frisked up
through the meadow at the night fall,
stand knee-deep in the bright straw
that lovites them to lie down and rest,
The porch of the hovel is full of fowl,
their feet warm under the feathers,
In
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| sisting, violently resisting, until after a | (e

| while they forced him to go in?
{ & summer night and the door was left |
They |

“It is indeed very fine,” said the
baron. ‘“‘How much do you want for
the ﬁ‘l'v’ﬂ‘f".’ ’

“Look you, sir,”” said the old man
with many years,
ug to live. 1 am poor,

my days in compara-
Will, you in exchange for
of Pu:(fo*ii“:‘, give me
life of 100 francs a

his valuable set

fncome for

month?"’
The baron

‘“!,A‘_d at the POOT man,

|

examined the plate again, and said:
“Well, be it s0; here 1s the first pay- |
service, and give |

Send me Lhe
me your name,’

The splendid set of porcelain was de- |
livered the same day to the baron, and |

a month afterwanrd while he was seated
in his counting house, a man entered
and asked for the second payment o
Bat  the
was young, scarcely 30 years of age, of

would live for a hundred years,

“But you are not the man!” exclaim-
ed the astonished banker.

“Excuse me, baron,”’ said bhe, I am
indeed the man,”

“But you appeared at least 80 years
old,”” sad the baron,

“I have wonderfully recovered,’ ob-
sorved the man, ‘“‘thanks to your gen-
erosity,”

The baron laughed heartily, and gave
orders for the paymeut of the money,
exclaiming:

“Ah, you are an excellent comedian,
and have taken me in thoroughiy.”

“I am probably the first who has done
80,"" replied the Jew, politely bowing to
the millionaire.

Tuene are some fond, foolish, trust.
ing men who will read over a recipe for
mince ple and then think they really
know what it is made of.
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The way to advancement (1)
Faithfulness: (2) Wisdom. R

2, “*Blessed is that servant.”
his personal character; (2)
official standing: In his
pective honors,

3. **He will set him over all that he |
hath, 1) Recognized ability:
Enlarged usefulness; (2) Deserved
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I. Heedlossness @
Shall say,.... My Lord tarrieth ;

shall begin to beat (48, 49).

Jehu took no heed to walk in the law
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HEEDILESSNESS,

and

{ four hours.

i BV ]}‘
{ bottle, and drank its contents by noon.
| The man craved the stuff so ardently

of the Lord {2 Kings 10 : 311,

As a horse that rusheth headlong in the
battie (Jer, 8 : 6),

They made hight of it (Matt, 22 : 5)

It Surprise:
Shall come in a day when he expect-

eth not (50

Trembling hath surprised the godless
ones (Isa. 33 : 14).

How is....the praise of the whole earth
surprised (Jer, 51 : 41),

At midnight there is a cory (Matt,
256 : 6).

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye
{1 Cor. 15 : 52).

1L Destruction :
Cut him asunder, and appoint his
portion (51).

Th!;) wa 06!) the wicked shall perish

s A4t
m(.\. . .8hall suddenly be broken (Prov.

0 5 1)
The chaff he will burn with
quenchable fire (Matt, 3'?’19).
These shall go away into etorndmf-*

ishment (Mats. 25 : 46).

which lasts in some cases for twenty-
His oth customer was a
peddier, who came atl a certain bhour
morning, brought a feur ounce

that he was unable to p» about his
business until he had set the machinery
of his stomach in operation, and starie

| ed the circulation of the blood by means
of the flery draught.

He says that
the habit is well known to the drug

| trade.
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He Started.

A rmag-peddler, who was driving up
Gratiot avenne recently, had reached
Hastings street when his horse balked,
The usual number of smart Alecks were
soon on hand with their advise, and
one suggestion after another was tried
in vain, The horse conkl neither be
pulled nor pushed, and as he was block-

| ading traffic, the crowd began o grow
| very rapidly.

“What is ¥ inquired a boy of

{ twelve, who pushed his way into the

circle,

“‘Balky horse,’’ answered some one,

“Where's the owner? Here, you
man, can’t you start this horse?"’

*“*No, he doan’ start oop.”’

“Wait a minute.”’

The Jad ran up the street hall a bloek
and pulled & bhandful of hay out of a
bale at a feed store. and when he re-
turned be cleared & space in front of
the horse, stood off about five feet, and
extended his hand. The horse pricked
up his ears, his eyes glistenod and he at
once advanced and followed the boy
around the corner.

“It’s according to the
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