
    

D S SERMON. 

Should Christians Insure? 

“Tet him appoint officers over the land and 

ak up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in 
he sven iteous years, —Genaosis 41 : 54. 

Turse were the words of Joseph, the 
sresident of the first life insurance com- 
pany that the world ever saw. Pharaoh 

had a dream that distracted him. He 

thought he stood on the banks of the 

civer Nile, and saw coming up out of 
she river, seven fat, sleek, glossy cows, 
and they began to browse in the thick 
azrass, Nothing frightful about that, 
But after them, coming out of the same 
river, saw seven cows that were 
gaunt and starved, and the worst look- 

ing cows that had ever been seen in the 

land, and, in ferocity of hunger, they 
devoured their seven fat predecessors, 

Pharaoh, the king, sent for Joseph to 

decipher these 

he 

MIDNIGHT HIEROGLYPHICS, 

Joseph made short work of and 
intimated that the seven fat it 
game out of the river are years 
with plenty to eat, the seven emaciated 
cows that followed them are seven years 
with nothing to eat. ‘‘Now,’” said 

Jes<ph, ‘let ake one-fifth of 

rorn crop of the seven prosperous years, 
and keep it as a provisic 
years in which there 

crop.’ T Kl yk the counsel 
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, and God, 
1 of those men is the worse? Well, 

you say the latter. Paul says the form- 
er. Paul says that a man who neglects 
to care for his household is more ob- 
noxious a 

Seriptures: “He that provideth 

for his own, and especially those of his 
own household, is worse than an infi- 

del.’” Life insurance companies help 
most of us to provide for our families 
after we are gone; but, if we have the 
money to pay the premiums, and do 
not pay them, we have no right to ex- 
pect mercy at the hand of God in the 
Judgment, We are worse thun Tom 
Paine, and worse than Voltaire. The 
Bible declares it—we are worse than an 
infidel 

After the certificate of death has 
been made out and thirty or sixty days 
have passed, and the officer of a life- 
insurance company comes into the 

bervit Ba) and pays down the 
hard cash on an insurance policy, that 
officer of the company is performing a 
positively religious rite, according to 
the Apostle James, who says: ‘True 
religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this: To visit the father 
less and the widow in their affliction,” 
and so on, The religion of Christ pro- 
poses to take care of the temporal wants 
of the people as well as the spiritual, 
When Hezekiah was dying, the injunc- 
tion came to him: 

“SET THY HOUSE IN ORDER, 

for thou shalt die and not live,” That 
injunction in our day would mean: 
“Make your will; settle up your ac. 
counts; make things plain; don’t de- 
enive your heirs with rolls of worthless 
amining stock; don’t deceive them with 
oeds of Western lands that will never 
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yield any crop but chills and fever; 
don’t leave for them notes that have 
been outlawed, and second mortgages 

on property that will not pay the first.” | 
That is, fix 
out of the 

“Set thy house in order.” 
up things, your going SO 

world may make as little consternation 

as possible. See the lean cattle devour- 

ing the fat cattle, and in the time of 
plenty prepare for the time of want, 

The difficulty is, when men think of 
their death, they are afraid to think of | 
it only in connection with 

ual welfare, and not of 
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which will come because of their 
gration from it, It is meaunly 
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A GENUINE EXCUSE, 

and there is no answer to it; but in nine 

cases out of ten, when a man says that, 
he smokes up in cigars, and 

down in wine, and expends in luxuries 
enough money to have paid the premi- 
um on a life insurance policy which 
would have kept his family from beg- 

A man ought 

is 

| to put lumself down on the strictest 
| economy until he can meet this Christian 
| necessity. 

  

You have no right to the 
luxuries until you have made such pro- 
vision. 

I admire what was said by Rev. Dr, 
Guthrie, the great Scottish preacher, 
A few years before his death he stood 
in a public meeting and declared: 
“When I came to Edinburgh, the peo- 
ple sometimes laughed at my Phos 
stockings, and at my cotton umbrelia, 
and they said I looked like a common 
ploughman,and they derided me because 
Ilivelin a house for which I paid 
thirty-five pounds rent a year, and 
oftentimes 1 walked when I would have 
been very glad to have a cab; but, gen- 
tlemen, I did all that because I wanted 
to pay the premium on a life insurance 
that would keep my family comfortable 
if I should die.”” That I take to be the 
right expression of an honest, intelli- 
gent, Christian man, 

The utter indifference of many people 
on this important subject accounts for 
much of the 
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until the froze their cheeks ; 
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exigency? The most condemned man 

pared life insurance man, for the simple 

nected with human exit, and he cannot 
{say : ““I did not think.” His whole 
business was to think on that one thing. 

O, my brother get 

MEURED FOR ETERNITY. 

In consideration of what Christ has 
done in your behalf, have the indenture 
this day made out, signed and sealed 
with the red seal of the cross, 

But I have words of encouragement 
and eomfort for those of my hearers who 
are engaged in 

THE FIRE INSURANCE BUSINESS, 

You are ordained by God to stand be- 
tween us and the most raging element of 
nature, Weare indebted to you for what 
the National Board of Underwriters and 
the Convention of Chiefs of the Fire De- 
partment have effected through your 
suggestions, and through your encour- 
agement, We are indebted to you for 
what you have effected in the construc- 
tion of buildings, and in the change in 
the habits of our cities; so that by scien. 
tifie principles orderly companies extin- 
guishs tue fire, instead of the old-time   
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Esopus paid for a single dish $400,- | 
{ 000, 

will | Caligula spent for one supper $400,- 
| | 000, 
| Are you prepared for the tremendous | Heliogabalus spent for one meal 

| $100,000, 

Lucullus usually paid $100,000 for a | 
| repast, 

| reason that his whole business was con- | Apicicius expended in debauchery 
$2,500,000, 

Messala gave $200,000 for the house 
of Antony. 

Lentulus, the soothsayer, had a for- 
tune of $17,500,000, 

The philosopher Seneca had a for- 
tune of $12,600,000, 

Cmsar, before he entered upon any of- 
fice, owed $14,975,000, 

Tiberius at his death left $118,125, 
000, which Caligula spent in less than 
ten months, 

Cleopatra, at an entertainment, gave 
Antony, dissolved in vinegar, who swal- 
lowed it, a pearl worth $40,000, 

Crosus possessed in landed property 
a fortune equal to $8,000,000, Lesides a 
large sum of money, slaves and furni- 
ture, 

Antony owed $1,500,000 at the ides 
of March, paid it before the kalends of 
April and squandered $147,000,000 of 
the public money. 

The brightar the light that casts 
them, the darker will be the shadows, 
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SUITABLE PRAYER. 

i I. Avoiding Vain Repititions : 

| They 

God i8 in heaven : 

| All 

  

In praying use not vain repititions (7). 

called from morning even 
until noon,. QO, Baal, hear us (2 

Kings 18 : 26), 
| In the multitude of words there wanteth | 

Prov. 10: 19). 
therefore let thy 

words be few (Eccl. 5: 
...about the space of two hours 

cried out, Great is Diana (Acts 19: 34). 
11. Observing Christ's Models: 

After this manner therefore pray ye 
(9). 

He. ...fell on the ground, and prayed 
(Mark 14 : 35). 

He said unto them, When ye pray, say—- 
(Luke 11: 2), 

He spake. . . .to the end that they ought 
always to pray (Luke 18: 1). 

Having been heard for his godly fear 
(Heb. 6: 7). 

IL Exercising Trae Forgiveness: 

If ye forgive not... .neither will your 
Father forgive (15). 

Blessed are the merciful : for they shall 
obtain mercy (Matt 5: 7). 

So....if ye forgive not every one his 
brother (Matt 18 : 35). 

Whensoever ye stand praying, forgive 
(Mark 11 : 20), 

Judgment is without mercy to him that 
hath showed no mercy (Jas, 2: 13). 

not transgression 

a3 
“le 

  
Proofs of | 

| ing his wife with affectioun;” 
| other “for cheening his wife to a post 

ior wyves," 

| women; but comyng in her hatt, and a 

| quarter about her neck." 

| equals of men, 
| says, “expects his wife to plough, to 

  

1. “Your Father knoweth what t 

ve have need of, 1) What 

kuows of man ; (2) What 

of Cron, } 

Human dependence, 
“After thi 

A model 
(2) In 

ns 

fred 

Wi nieealy 

(1) Divine knowledge 5h 
» LF 

i 

MARRIAGES 

Siberian Castoms--—-What Mme. Gres 

ville Says. 
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“not treat- 

and an- 

and slandering his neighbours.” A 

woman was dealt with for “comyng to 

be churched without kercher, midwife, 
or not ‘‘as other honest 

Madame Greville tells us that in 

tussia women are not regarded as the 
“The peasant,’”’ she 

harvest, to work like a beast of burden, 

This would be comparatively nothing if 

they were well treated and Joved.' 
Their husbands do love them, but in a 
peculiar fashion, For the first two or, 
three days after the wedding, things go 
on very well, that is, while the families 

| are exchanging their visits, After that, 
| the husband beats his wife; and, if he 
does not beat her, she thinks it is be 
cause he does not love her.” 

In support of this Madame Greville, 
quotes the following instance : *‘Onoe,’ 
when I was there, a girl who had been’ 
married only ten days, came to me with | 
her mother and begged me to use my 
influence with the newly-made husband. 
They wanted me to make him beat 
girl, according to her situation as’ a 
wife. It was a long time before I uf.) 
derstood the reason. I discovered that: 
it was founded on jealousy. If a y, 
band is not jealous, he does not DEAS 
his wife; and If he is not jealous," he 
does not love her,” 

i  


