WATCH YOUR WORDS.
Keep & wateh on your words, my darlings,
For words :\{v wonderful things ;

They are sweet like the bee's fresh honey ;
Like tho bees they have terrible stings.
They can bless, like the warm, glad sun.

shine,

And brighten a 1§ ¢

lonely life
Thay can cut, in the strife
Likean open, two-edoed

) 3
ti through

€m
lenged,

If their errand is trae and kind;
If they come to 8upport the weary,

To comfort and help the blind ;
If a'bitter, revengetul spirit

Prompt the words, let them be unsaid;
They may tlash through a brain like light-

ning,

fatl vn a hear

sy

h t Hike lead
Keep them back, if thoy're cold
Under bar, and lock, and seal ;
The wounds they make, my darlings,
Are always slow to heal,
May peace guard your lives, and ever,?
From the time of your early youth,
May the worJs that you daily utter
Be the words of bLeautiful truth

THE VACK OF CARDS,

was many years ago that I flrst
Journeyed down the valley of the Mis-
sissippi. The country was then wild

It
ie

and almost uninhabited, and one could |
travel for days without meeting a hu- |

man being. It was solitary work, I
ASEUre vou.

One

wWas
find an
singuished upon
1Stance
track of
path which I followed and presently
found myself among one of those primi-
tive habitations called log houses.
Before the door of this house
seated an man. tl
about 80, he uppeared
asa man of 50. W
only son, a vigorous
his son’s wife and a
12, whose face, like that of its mother,
had an Oriental character.
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Welcomed cordially by the old man, |

I entered the humble dwelling, but I

was filled with amazement at the sight |
Instead |

of the mistress of the house.
of the simple rustic woman whom I
expected to see, I found myself face to
face with a lady of singular beanty.
Her black eyes and hair and dark com-
xi all indicated, as I have said, an
Her husband called he:
is name made me think
of Jewish ori-

e,

n,
tal tvr
ital Lype,

aken.
L'his Rayner family, so different from
any I bad ever met in all
ings, awzkened

and gave e

in

2 ides

round the fire, I neticed a pack ot cards
LA It was easy

see that before being placed there,
hiey had been well worn by tbe han
players. The smoke had blacke:
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ou have there

gular chimpey orna
iled as I uttered the
responded to the smile. t
trury, I noticed upon my host’s fa
dden expression of sadness..- Mrs.
ivner arose and left the roowm. When
had gone her husband said to 1
Yes, what you see there 18
will expiain it after
pr s
A mnxent
man retu

family

vt it
sO0 1
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bad stopped in h
before., He read a
offered a fervent pra

When these devoti
ended, Mrs Rayner bade u
and withdrew with her child.
man also retired, and [ remained alone
with his son, who of Li rd,
again alluded to the remark I had made
about the cards,

“Young man,’
thit pack of card
tory which I believe 1 ghit 1t 1L
to wi yoursel just co
méneit ife. It is to me a
reminder and a solemmn warning. as
solemn, I dare to say it, as the Holy
I}l)ﬂk lﬂﬂt.ii which my
TeL i

."-17"1\"’“‘7 "
veniure had
and I were
made but littl
still less, 80 we
happy. We had no
worry us

Twelve years ago, then one hot day
in August, I was seated in the shade of
a tree half asieep.
awakened by a oty of distress,
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My father

this house, We
ey, but we spent
comfortable and

I leap-
direction whence the cry came,

bending over the body of his horse,

which nad been bitten by 2#n enormous |

serpent. I approached the wounded
animal, ahd made an meision in its leg,

and then ran to get seme salt and rub- |

bed it into the wound with my hand,
but it was too late, the poison had done
its werk, and the poor ereature soon
ceased to live,

Then I examined the stranger wlm;
had watched my operations in silence, |
He wasalittle old man with a pale, |

careworn face. Age or fatigue had bent
his body, but had not extinguished the

flame of his black eyes which shone |

with an extraordinary fustre. He was
elegantly dressed. From his

waistcoad hung a assive gold chain,

“I an teuly Borcy for . your wmisfor. |
| Rainbow, or if you want the horse, leave |

tune,’” 1 said to him.

*Bahl” he replied, tranqguilly, *‘it is
an accident that can soon be remeded,
Yon have s good horse, and I hope you
will seil it to me.”!

w4 these words I gazed at him in sur-
rige; then I turned and looked at my
Kum&:. I had no ides of parting with
him, but where is the American who,
w_en he finds an opportunity, refuses a
good bargain, I considered, too, that
we had two hotrses in the stable. and
thal a certain sum of money would
be very useful to us just at that time,
as it would enable us to improve our
farm. I sald to the stranger:

“*1t 18  suberb animal,”’

“1 see it is,” he replied, ‘‘so I am
willing to pay well for it.”

|
and oruel, |

the |
from the river’s | ¢
wheels, and saw a |

wugh he was |
iin ived his |

reautiful child of |

ing to trouble or |

Suddenly I was |
{ He stopped suddenly at these words, |
ed upon my hotse, and hastensd in the |
At the |
distance of 100 feet I saw a stranger |

velvet |

‘“ How much will you?”

“Name your own price.”’

“One hundred and seventy dollars,”
“Very well you shall have them,

As he spoke, he counted out the pie- |

| ces of gold.
“There my good fellow*"
placing the money in my hands, “I
think that
much gold in your entire life.
" *‘No: never.”’
“May this sum
| happiness, You have
Your horse has no concealed defect?”
“No.

{ I added: **But
{ that 1 have been too exacting.
{ not to have asked more than $150 for
| Rainbow. "
“*And that troubles your conscience,
{ You are a good boy,
! you a chance to appease your scruples,”’
i At these words he took from his
| pocket a pack of cards, the same cards
| that you see nailed upon the chimney.
! “We will play, he said, throwing the
| the §
| Mechanically
| pieces by the side of his,
invitation, knowing that
| wrong,
| resistible faseination.

“What will ver play?” he asked, and
he named twenty games of which
er even heard,
| “You do
sand, in surprise,

[ named one with which I
nnocently amused myself with my fa-

20 which disturb you.
1 placed two similar

ney-

not know game?' he

any

aer,
“Ah!'W }'(il'
fore? So be it.

I cut the cards

hen we began to play, and his eyes |

80

me more and more brilliant,
Hiant that I did not dare
Asthe game progressed he asked
numerous questions about my family,
| our situation and manner of living.
After I had answered him frankly 1
said to me:
“Yon are a
you are also lucky at play.”?
Fortune favored me. [ won.
did not wish to take my winnings,
e throwing

‘.":;‘..',

i

) fellow;

omel” he continued,
four gold eagles before him;
my revenge.”’ I obeved with an eag
thich I could not ¢
Again I gained, and

I had t

blood rushing to m t
hand, I 1 he car
¢ after apother, witl i 4
¢ 1 ,

e,
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trembling

wouse,’’

‘‘you are a brave

nto another’s,.’
it him, but I had not
I played at random;
t is yours,”
.' -

fed a second

he sais

OWard me,
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TA0U DBAYe I'v
said

1

How
suppose,

“Yes, dut I have no sweetheart.

| This country is hardly inhabited, and I |

0 not Know a girl wuom I should wish
$O Inar ’

ry

**I hope however, that
¥

YO
» 3 i
"

are o
too exacting.

“No, I do not think so. But it seems
x to me that one ought to feel a decided
i preference for the woman he wished to
marry, and I have pever felt anything
the sort.”

“I see that you are not easy to capti
vate, but I do not blame you. How-
ever, there are some women.

! of

¥

**There are some women,’”’ bhe econtin-
ued in a moment,

This time again he did not finish his
| sentence,

| moredly, “‘play vour best,
i bow maystill be yours, But l warn
| youmy play is not to be despised. What
{ do you do?”’

“1 play e

*Very well., Play.”

“1 laid down the ace of hearts, the
same which is there upon the chimney,"’

“Decidedly, ** exclaimed the old man,

| and the horse are yours,

“Thanks!” said I to him as I arose,
“But that is not what I want. I do
not know why I have played so long
with you, except that I did not wish to
be disobliging,
ished take your money and leave me

{ me §150, which is a fair price for him,
Asfor the rest I will not touch it.”

“You are a fine fellow,” replied the
old man, **but don't talk nonsense,
| Know that among men a gaming debt
| is sacred. He who loses must pay, sod
he who wins must receive, ‘There is

our _money, and the horse Is yours,

i'lut I am not through with you yet, 1
like you, and the chances are I shall
make you my heir. 1 hope you will not
refuse to give me my revange,”

“Certainly not,”

“"

y purse is empty, but I have arin
and adﬂmond wor':‘ more than nn?
have lost. Only, T must confess to you
I have not those objects with me, 1

give you my word as a gentleman, and

perhaps you never saw so |

He is perfectly sonnd.”” Then |
I must confess to you |
I ought |

But I will give |

$10 gold pieces upon the gronnd, for|

I obeyed his |
I was doing |
but he exercised over me an ir- |

sometimes |

hink of that be- |

look at |

But I |

“*Now, Rayner,” he cried good-hu- |
Your Raio- |

“you are a lucky man; both the money |

Now that we have fin- |

T e ———— emtimonses —

you may besure I am not deceiving

you.,"

I accepted his proposition willingly. “
Ie took from his pocket a scrap of |
paper, upon which hie wrote: **Good for |
| & ring and a diamond pin worth $700," |
he said, |

I believed as I read these lines that
{he was mad, and 1 was
this when he added:

*“*That is not all,

my dear Rayner.

| If you win my jewels you will win at |
contribute to your |
an honest face,

the same time a wife,”

At these words I burst out laughing,

“Do not laugh,” he eried, “Iam per-
fectly serious, I was never more so.
You want a wife, do you not?”

“Yes, if I could find one who pleased
| Me—"

*You are a fine fellow. You deserve
a good wife, and I will give you one.”

*“1 hope so,

| necessary to inspirelove. She is gentle,
sensible, intelligent, educated. Oh,
| nothing has been spared in Rachel’s
| edueation?”’

“She is called Rachel?”

“Yeu.'?

‘“*And her family name?"’

**You shall know it if you
diamonds,”’

The luck
me.
diamonds, Rachel.

‘‘Marvelous!’ he said, *‘I am entire-
ly satisfled with yon; all yours., I
only beg you to lend me your horse that
[ may go and get your wife,”

van  my

which I had still stueck to
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Then 1

money,

took £150 from
wnd left the rest
**X ou are my heir,”
a8 my purse is now empty, I will t:
what 1 really neeq.”
While he bent over
| turned my head away.
{ another movement, he had mounted the
3, and departed ata gallop. All

B
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he replie

the money, I

he had lost lay before me, except | Y

what he had left, and
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ten days?
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en days,
“But are you speaking serion
"T.“'n‘i"“ Do vou doul
your question
ten LO me, lf.,*}"»‘.‘,g a
1 to me by adearfnend. 1 desire to
id a protector a brave
trust. 1 be
I judge a
e and
iel’s hus

my

B E

eve

O Gaw

ptly; ¥«
you for Has
nothing of
iin with you a week,
noed that in that
vy contentexl with each
At the end of
love with Rachel,
| believe that
““Rayner,’’ said Ui
“‘'vyou are an honest fellow. BSuppose
iyou go and fetch a priest, What do
| yousay? Your father told me there was
| one not far from me. You can bring
lilma before night and can be married
this evening. 1 shall bave to leave you
to-morrow,’’ ‘
I could not object to sach a proposi-
tion.
thorse was harnessed, and that same
| evening I became Rachel’s husband.
| The next morning, a8 800p a8 his
{ breakfast was over, Eckhardtarose, put
on his overcoat, and said to Rachel:

“My child I must leave you.

projecis: she
and I am
time you will be
other."
a week 1 was dead in
and 1 had reason
e reciprocaled my love,

¢ old man to me,

I do

father. You are the wife of an honest
man, and I am sare you will make an
texcellent wife. Kiss me,

voiee; **do not speak su!"’

And, in the excess of her emotion,
she fainted. Eckhardt ralsed her in his
arms, and bore her to the bed; then he
said to me:

{  “Itis nothing serious; she will soon
I am going to take advantage |

recover.,
of it to escape. .AS s00n as she recov-
| ers come and join me. You will find
'me at the place where we played.*’

| Ina few moments I went to join him

’u he had requested. I expected to find

him prepared for a long journey, but to
my astonishment there was neither
horse nor valise,

“Where is your horse?" I saked.

“I have none. You know [ lost
Rainbow.”

"%nd do you :hlnk." I eried, *‘can

ou for & moment SUpPPOsE—
§ “Silence, Rayner, you area good hoy,
Rainbow is yours, you are a good boy;
whether your luck at or _my gene-
, it matters not, I ‘?ﬂr t;l’l’
Ly

confirmed in !

“Very well. But will she please me?"’ |
She has all the qualities |

I won the diamonds, and with the |

Before I made | ¢

not know when I shall see you again, 1
have fallilled the promise I made your |

my child; |
| kiss e, It is perhaps for the last time, '’
“No, nol” she said, ina trembling |

that you do not still think of
{ us?”’
*I am decided. I must.”
*“And bow are you golng to travel?
By watery”

leaving

smile. Then, after a moment's silence,
he added:

‘“There is more than one way getting |

out of the world, and that is the jour-
ney 1 propose to make. Life is an un-

| certain thing, Little as it is worth,
most men wish to prolong it indefinite-
ly. I, on the contrary, have had enough
of it, and I renounce it. All my ar-
rangements are made, and, as I have
told you, you will be my heir,”

not speak thus,”

**Rayner,” he replied tranquilly, “you
are a good fellow, Do not interrupt
me,
 you, Presently you can talk all you
please; 1 shall not interrupt you.
| you understand?’?

“I understand that you mean to take |

your life,”’

“That is true. I
| mournfully as if
| yours,”

“l am profoundly aflicted by your
despair. May I ask the cause?”’

It would be a long storv. 1 will dis-
| pense with relating it to you. Suflice
it to know that I am weary of
Every moment 1t is prolonged
humiliates and degrades me. 1 have
possessed three princely fortunes but
yw 1 have not 1 snt. 1 was known
as a brill t talented man, but |
had 3 force of character ]

Lo avoid
if I were

21y
jut

you say it as
I were going to take

exist-

ence,

" v " o e
pany. thie on

1 Of my en

my own,
y I feel no
[ ‘,' 'J"-'l‘ '
for her
work s ended.

e these cards

YOu.
whi
wruments of
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yw them
ng. A1
s {rom my fate to shun gam-
mortal dap-
Now farewell; leave me.”
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ot e was conducied into

% m, and being seated re-
husiastic greetings of
all ages, who thronged the
to take him by the hand,
a photographic artist came

s portrait. I,who am now 80 |

years of age, and was one of the escort-
ing party, can vouch for the correctness
of this account for him, having inti-

mately known him ever since he came |

from Copnecticut and became a near

{ neighbor of my father’s when I was but
In the twinkling of an eve my |

8 years oid. He was a cousin of Put-
nain Catlin, Esq., a prominent early
st iar Lirre from Litchfield county, who
was 1he rsther of the celebrated artist:

Indiaas of North America,

3 Russian Stove,

T Russall stove is made of fire-re-
sistink porecelain, is always ornamental,
and trequently a highly artistic, hand.
some article of furniture, Internally
it is dividod by thick fire-clay walls into

| saveral upright chambers of flues, us.

ually six in number. Some dry fire-
wood is lighted in a suitable fireplace,

| and is supplied with only sufficient air
| to effect combustion. all of which enters

below and passes through the flue, The
productions of combustion being thus
diluted with unnecessary cold air, are
very highly heated, and in this state
pass up and down through the different
compartments. At the end of this long
Journey they have given up most of
their heat to the 24 heat-absorbing sur-
faces of the fireclay walls, Then all
communication with the chimneyis out
off, the fire is put out, having done its
work, and the interior of the stove has
bottled up its caloric ready for emission
mnto the rood, and, n&:hmugh the
non-conducting walls of stove, 18
radiated into the apartments,
- -

Orural neurslgia is said to be some-

what uent dentis to
the er tove & savin o
ing work,”

“Perhaps,’’ he replied, with a strange |

I have but a short time to talk to |

Do |

word |

£ i

portesit painter and historian of the |

Burios and Canoes,

Blifkins has been spending the past
summer 1o the Southwest, but returned
| to Detroit to vote, On the evening of
his arrival an informal reception was
held in Schneider’s little back
i The guest of the occasion had been di-
lating at considerable length the
sights he had seen on his trip, and the
dangers he had encountered and survi.

upon

attempt to ride a burro; an atlempt
that terminated in about thirty seconds
and confined him to the house for a
| week,

he would walk every step of the way in
| preference to trying to ride a burro
| there

{ **Oh, shucks!
ride any
! bucked,

‘nough to
long-eared hoss that ever
Just you wait till vou've
mounted a birchbark canoe, Blif, and
| you'll walk
Windsor.”
The assertion came from Bill Mat-
| son, who was slowly but surely groping
his way towards the bottom of a bootleg
of er‘l'.
“You're
that you
Bil.”
“*No, I ain’t, Blif. As
schoolma’am said when
down for her slipper to
youngun, I've had
‘You don't

It’s easy

avout

talking

don’t know

something
nothing about,

the married
reached
ank her own
‘sperunce,
mean to tell me that ar
downeast Yankee like you ever naviga-
ted a birchbark canoe, do you Bill?”
“1 didn’t say I had, Blif.”
*What ere you talking about, then?”
““But I tried it once, jest tried

quickern

e

A8 you
off
*Tell us abou Bill 1»

plion committee, and one of
oned to Schneider that Billsscl
er should make another vovage to the
| keg.

“*When I was a boy, d

| York, there wa’nt a chap in our diggin’s

that I couldn’t throw in a wrastle, lick
al rough-and-tumble, out-holler. or do
up in any fashi Tou that con-

#ait with me to Michigan, but it had a
bad chill afore 1I'd been here a week and

died inside a no h. The funeral

curred jest about the time I tr
juainted with

“It was ug
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own in New
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tailed paddle, fus
ther, and
me 4 CANnOe and

w a white
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a4 SWeeh
sst kKerzackly as the Injun
never ask me how it
know, 1
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1 sunk, bu! to the ¢
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W iks

“Well

“¥For

““To inspect

“What d«
“Nobodv kn
I on 1he exq
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Paving Inspector

the street and
’
.

Wil e

W
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over
walks up and down and thinksof b
a dar. He around on
stones and shakes his hiead in
solemu manner,

“But if he failed to show up?”
“Oh, that would make no dif
What ;ihe contractor doesn’t know
inspector can’t teach him, met
they are not even personally acquain
Lted, and nobody ever heard of an in-
spector giving any orders on the job.»

“Doesn't bhe throw out su
| “Very rarely, He sometimes sug-
| gests that it is a very cold day, or that
{a glass of beer would just touch the
| spot, but further thanthat he never goer,
Some folks think the excavator might
| dig right down to China if the inspec-
{ tor was not at band, buf that 1sa de-
{ lusion.”’

t “And when
| ished ?”

““Then the excavator packs up and
leaves, but the inspector sticks the
jcloser. He is there when the sand is |
{drawn in. He may know sand from !

biue elay, but is not required to, He |
{ may know the paver, but he has noth- |
ing to say to him, When the blocks |
come he may pick up one now and then |
| turn it over and over to sec whether it |
{be walnut or cedar, and then lay it |
| down with a trembling sight, but that's 1
all, When the blocks are ail lad he
remains to see the hot tar poured on |
and the gravel spread out. He kiows
hot tar from mineral paint, and he
knows gravel from clover seed, byt his
kvowledge is thrown away, W;hen the
street is opened for traflic be ceftifies
to that effect, and his tremeadous
mental and physical labors are conclu-
ded-—except to draw his pap.

sits

the
> Jnes

ket o 014
gZrestions?

the eéxcavating is fin-
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~Queen Vietoria has an allowance
of §1,925.000 for household expanses,

According to Knowledge thete is a
sulphur deposit at Djewmsa, Bues, o a
perfeotly rainless desert on the African

room, |

ved, and particalarly his first and only |

He concluded with the declara- |
8 |
. tion that if be was going to California
‘“In the name of Heaven, I cried, “do |

when you want to go to |

Dungeon Yife,

i
| Therels or was late
{the Countess of K -y living in
{ Paris. Bhe wears a very singular
brooch, It is encircled by twenty pro.
clous stones, on & ground of dark-blue
enamel, covered in Lthe centre by glass,
And what does this brooch contain? A
portrait or a lock No, only
four common ping, bent together in the
form of a star! Aund she wears that in
| memory of her husband, a Polish nobiles
{ an, who was put into prison because
he was thoughtto be a secret enemy
to the government. It was a dark,
{ deep dungeon, far down under the
{ ground. He had no one tospeak to,for
no one was allowed to see him but the
| keeper of the prison, and he of course
| was not permitted to converse with his
prisoner. Days, weeks, months passed
| on, and he was still left in his dungeon,
He was most miserable and feared that
he should lose his senses, for his reason
seemed to be giving way. Oh, if he had
| only some hope—some one thing to re-
| Hleve his misery ! Feeling all over his
| coat one day, he found four pins, and
{ he actually wept for joy, vet what could
four pins be to him? He took them
| from his coat and threw them down on
| the floor of his d ungeon, and then he
| went down on his hands and knees and
| falt all over the floor till he found them
zain. succeeded 1n this,
scattered rain on the floor,
and could you h: ne into his dun-
geon you woul ! gr
ing on his h
| pins. When
he

ment
mens, o

ly a Polish lady,

of hair?
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something ( ude ax
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{ ued more than g
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The next we

each other our
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Parchasing Fower of & Dollar.

Facts show that in 1880 $1 wounld

| buy 26 pounds of wheat flour, in 1881

it would buy 20 pounds, In 1880 §1
would buy 33 pounds of rye flour; in
1881 it would buy 23 pounds, In 1860
§1 would buy 9 powadsof roast beefl; in
1881 it would buy 6 pounds. In
1860 §1 would buy 14 pounds of mute
ton ; in 1881 it would buy 9 pounds,
In 1860 §1 would buy 9 pounds of salt
pork ; in 1881 it would buy 8 pounds.
In 1860 $1 would buy & pounds of
good butter; in 1881 it would buy 3
pounds. In 1860 $§1 would buy 1}
bushels of potatoes ; in 1881 it would
buy less than a bushel. In 1860 $1
would buy 312 pounds of coal; in 1881
it would buy 225 pounds. In 1860 §1
would buy 6§ days rent for 4 rooms ; in
1881 it wouid buy 24 daysrent, In
1860 $1 would buy 24 days board ; in
1881 it would buy 14 days board In
1860 §1 would buy 12 pounds of soap ;
in 1881 it would buy 15 pounds. In
1860 §1 would buy 9 yards of prints ; in
1891 it wonid buy 13 yards,
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Rev Vlliam  Cowell Brown of
Stefll d who wes the inventor of an in-
goulous devior for saving life at sea,
whioh he oalled the Nautilus, is dead,
It oconsisted of a ohemical




