VELORE VERE

A dazzle of golden hair, the gleam of
eyes blue, sweeping lengihs of
pale, lustrous gilk, and a smile that was the

heavenly

very radiance of all beauty; this is what
illuminated, for an instant, the dark old
hall of the hotel at Westwold. 1 hurriedly
touched Sloewick’s arm, and the vision
passed

“1t is Miss Vere,” he said

“And is she stopping here

“They came in the stage this morning
Miss Vere and her father.”

I took & turn upon the piazza and came
back again

“Why «
Nloewick ?

“1t's quiet, healthy, and out of the way
of all excitement old gentleman has

es a woman like that come her

been ill, and Miss Velore is devoted to her
father.”

“You kn , then

“ Not muc h now-a d.\\» o

to dancing school were
children.”
“Sloewick, ln\..,\l':h-i,"\ 1 don’t say

been

negligent of
gotten the r
set that evening, Miss Vere sat

At
the piazas th her faul loewick gav
ne IH I | !  § AV AN
ked very
h somethiy
has | ..np:mn. { nes. Miss

Vere looks

e We werv walking
, Mr. Vere, his

was

going down

already
ed Velore,

The moon
up

was in the r
brilliantly at ei
r the Ln.‘x'x‘
v by its light.

As we came in sight of (hl hotel
said in a thougl

“Mr. Der
Sloewick
“Only since last

white cla

M

spring,” I answered.

She was silent for a moment, then she
*Jid
‘ He seems to me to have grown very sin-
gular.”
“Others have renrarked it,” I rej
“but I have made his acquaintance so

lately "—
She interrupted
cited manner.

me with a slightly ex-

“ He use (n be a z\\ lmx k fellow. He
is like—he is | I ted, then
concluded with a rréhce--

“a ghoul
I looked at her with surprise
no more. She was silent until she
the hotel. Then going with her fs
their rooms, she bade me good nig

usual manner.

Vhen had gone, I
back toward the l'rifl.zs
commg up round and full.
in my face dense and dewy.
idly up to the road, and hurriedly enteres l
xhe wood.

The light fell in broken patches l’xrungh
lhe branches upon the shrubs of flowering
clusters, deliciously fragrant iu thé dew.
As I rapidly broke the brittle stems I start-
ed at sound of bushes crackling behind me.
Turning I saw the dark figure of a man
gliding off through the trees.

“Some poor tramp taking a night's rest
here. I have disturbed him,” I thought.
My hands were already full of the lavish
bloom, and I turned away.

The next morning I presented the flowers
to Velore.

turned insta
The m

she

“ What! Did you get them there?” was
her first exclamation

“Yes, I went back last night.”

“How kind and thoughtful of you. Bat,

Mr. Derford, did you see no one ?”

“No; all was as quiet and beautiful as
a scene of enchantment. Yes,” I interrupt-
ed myself. “An old straggler stole off
through the bushes as I was gathering the
flowers.”

I saw her shudder as she turned away.

Four days later little Helen Vere came.
She was a petite thing, but very pretty,
with a torrent of bronze-brown ecurls that
almost enveloped her dainty figure.

I could not but notice that at this time
Sloewick was 80 moody as to be almost un-
civil. And he seemed to regard me with a
furtive dislike---I who had always wished
to be his friend-~that made me most un-
comfortable. I had no feeling for him but
one of pity. I thought him ailing, un-
happy. I would have rendered him any
relief in my power. So I said to Velore,
She turned very pale, appeared about to
tell me something, but stopped.

“Did you ever think,” she said, after a
moment, “that he might not be quite---
quite sane

“No indeed !” I answered.
quite impossible.”

She heard me eagerly.

“I am glad you think so,” she said.

At dinner she was missing. Mr. Vere
was petulant. “ Where could Velore be?
He would not dine without her.” But
Helen and I coaxed him to his place at
table, and she did her best to take her sis-
ter’s place

It was strange what had become of her.
Singularly enongh she had gone to walk
alone at about eleven o'clock during the
forenoon.

Making only a feint of dinner, yet doing
that that old Mr. Vere Yul;\ht not have his
anxiety increased by perceiving mine, I
set forth to find her.

It was five o'clock in the efternoon. The
sun was gliding toward the west. Velore
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»d Heavens!” [ cried.

know hir
‘I have known him very well
“Yes. He was placed in my care by his
father; pronounced insane by his family
physician. I have given his case the best

care and particular attention, but he is in-
curable. At present his physical strength
st failing; in short, I fear he is dying

Buat as | fails reason returns, and as |
now cor er his state perfectly natural,
and his reason luci ¢l required to

treat his wishes th i nee. He de

sires to see you, and I have come for you.”
I rose d began 'ooking for n

When a serv had 1 gh I

Dr. Vaux to his carris
was 100 confused te

we took. |

erve what course

only realized, with a sudden
thrill, that we stopped at last before the
portals of the lum. My companion

gave me some refreshment, for [ was, I con-
fess, very nervous, and then I followed him

through several light, pleasant corridors to
quite prepared to see me?" |
“ He is waiting,” was the reply.

I was usl into a chamber of mod-
erate size. light was subdued. A
woman stood at the side of a bed fanning
the ly face among the pillows. The
head was shaven, the cheeks deeply fallen ;
I never should have known George Sloe-
wick, not even by his voice.

,” he raid, in a strained whis-
per, motioning me to the bedsid

Dr. Vaux placed a chair
stood with a hand upon my

“J can talk only a
wick, with a painful effort.
—-I killed Velore Vere. Y
money hid ther
the money | cou

gha

“Come close

er

moment,” said Sloe-
“1 killed her
m see | had
under a chestnut tree, all
1get. My dog saw
bury it. He was a sagacious brute,
dug it up, and I killed him for it. 1 was
burying him near the spot, and I was all
marked with his blood, you know, when she
came and saw me. [ thought she saw all,
for there lay the bags of money as the dog

me

He

had pawed them out of the dirt. It was all
the hiding place 1 had; I thought she
would tell, and 1 determined to kill her.
Perhaps, after all, «he did not see the
money; I don’t know ; but I pretended sick
the next day, and told her that I was in

great trouble, and wanted to talk with her.
She promised to meet me near the bridge.
She came. [ strangled her. Then I hid all
day in the woods. At night 1 heard yon
calling her. I stole out, and tried to kill
you to; I thought I had. Then I ran
away and got safe to the city. No one ever
suspected me.

“You see I'm dying now. Don’t let any
innocent man suffer for what I did. The
money is there now under the chestnut tree.
You will know it, because it is splashed
with Sultan’s blood.”

He stopped here. He evidently wished
to say more, but was unable. The doctor
started forward and rzised him to a sitting
osition When he 1 id him down he was

ead,
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M. Brunet states in La Nat that
that on going « lay int
just before a st e fo

eVery now

£8 and man 1«
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t.v-!\- victims had been devoure e
expected the toad’s voracity would be re-
warded “I«.I a sting, but :n vain. Ob-

further destruction, he seized

v of his legs and carried
him to wl- l of eabbages ti

irty metres
off, where he did do real service among
the caterpillars, ete, Three days after

this, on g g out to the hives, he fonnd
the same toad (which was esmily distin-
guishable) at its old work M. B

let him swallow only three or four

then carried him fifty metres in another
direction. Two days 1 ater the **wreteh ”
was again found at his post, greedily de-

vouring.
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To Do Up Point Lace

Fill a goblet, or any other glass dish,
with cold soapsuds made of the best
qr wlity of washing soap; put in your
lace and place in a strong sunli ight for
several hours, often squeezing the lace,
and changing the water if it seems
necessary; when  bleached, rinse gently
in three or foar waters, and, if you wish
it eern or yellowish white, dip ‘it into a
weak solution of clear cold coffee liquid;

f you desire to stiffen it slightly, dip it
into a very thin starch; provide vourself
with a paper of fine needles, recall the
form and looks of the collar when first

wmed; take a good pin-cushion,

e your collar in the right form,
n ul ger n!_\' pick into place, and secure

with the needles every point and figure
in the first purchased;
leave it to dry, and press either between
the leaves of a heavy book or lay between
two pieces of flannel and pass a heated
iron overit. Appliquelace can be nicely
washed by first sewing it carefully, right
side down, to a piece of woolen flannel:

lace as it was when

wash, stiffen shightly, and press before
removing from the flannel
o ——
An Ex-Governor’s Adventure,

Hende
u pars

Ex-Governor
an old man and
ter was out riding with
ton; they lost their route and finally
found themselves in o wilderness at night,
their horse wornn out with fatigue, and
the ex-governor scarcely able to walk at
all. One night they passed in the car-
riage and another under a tree, the
daughter in the day time searching for
some way out of the wood. At last, on
the third day, a Sunday, in the forenoon
she heard a cow bell ring. Passing up a
creek she found a negro cottage and an
old man showed them the path to a saw-
mill, where they met a party of thirteen
| persons who were looking for them.
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