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*“T thought you ha w
ago, Madge,” said the old ls a

, certain trouble in her kind eyes,

- “So I have, over and over, but he
wouldn't stay refused. I think he 1
now.” Here her voice rose and rang,
and her eyes flashed. The indignation
returned. “I mever will marry him,
Aunt Phemy—never ! And I think he

g understands it at last.”

¥ Miss Roper’s eyes sparkled now ; she
was old and wise.

“Don't be troubled about it, Madge
dear ; nobody can harass you on the
matter, If you don't love'a man, don’t
marry him, if he be king or kaiser
Jacob Schenck is a good man and a gen-
tleman, but I think he is far too old for a
rosebud like you.”

Oh, Aunt Euphemia! you too had
been a yirl, and remembered it. A little
spark entered M dge's cool eye.

“He's not so very old, aunty ; fifty
ien’t really old for a man.”

*“No, it's not deerepit, but it is some-

\ thing more than nineteen ; besides, Mr.
Schenck is only forty-five. However,

B we can afford to drop him now, since
Miss Positive * never will’ marry him.”

. Madge laughed, but there was an un-
certain ring about her laughter, and Miss
Phemy went ou :

“ Are you going to Boston, dear ?”

“7 don't quite know, aunty. I rather
hate Boston ; but I love Polly.”

*“ Then you'll have to take your choice
between the love and hate, mademoiselle,
and that directly, for you know Polly is
clamorous for an answer.”

¢ believe I will go; perhaps Boston
may be nicer than I think. Itis awfully

s slow, I am sure,”

“ Madge !"”

] can't help it, aunty ; I don't know
what else to call it. Shall Isay triste ?”

s ¢ Foreign affectation is quite as bad as

P slang, and not half as natural.”

“Qh, aunty, what a two-edged sword
you are ! I must go to Boston to purify
my English, I see.”
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What Shall the Harvest Be!
Bowing the seed by the daylight fair,
Rowing the seed by the noonday glare,
Bowing the seed by the fading light,
Sowing the seed in the solemn night-

Oh, what shall the barvest be?

Bown in the darkness or sown in the light,
Sown in our weakness or sown in our might.
Gatbered in time or oternity,
Sure, ab ! sure, will the harvest be,

Oh, what slis!! the harvest be 7

Bowing the seed of & lingering pain,
iuo-mgumnoduflwmdbnh\,

— | Bowing the seed of a tarnished namie,

Bowing the seed of eternal shame
Oh, what shall the harvest be ?

Items of Interest.

The Mu’(&uims de Caux is in her

thirty-seventh year,

| A Bouth Carolina man’'s nose was kick-
ed off by acow,

The plaintiff in a San Francisco divorce
snit is & man eighty-six years old, and
the wife is seventy,

Some people can't endure a ringing
sensation in the ear, while most ludies
take very naturally to ear rings.

An average of 110,000 letters is daily
received at the Boston post-office, A
year ago the average was 91,000 letters a
day,

A woman was caught with five smug-
gled violins under her pullback skirts, in
Philadelphia, as she was disembarking
from a steamer,

The enormous quantity of 420,000,000
{-nuuh of rosin was produced in the

Tnited States for the year 1876; about
300,000 casks of spirits of turpentine,

There is o $30,000 tomb in Greenwood,
A stone mason made it, In the outskirts
of the city a pauper lies under a rose
bush. —God made it.—Danbury News,

The richest copper mine—the Calmut
and Hecla—near Portage Lake Mich., it
is stated, was discovered by the rooting
of a pig in an ancient pit some ten years
Ago.

* Women," remarked the contemplative
man, * are as deep as the blue waters of .
yon bay.'" *“ Aye, sir,” rejoined the
contemplative man, “and as full of
eraft.”

At the station house in Waterbury,
Ct., they have a *““Weloome” motlo
over the entrance to the cells, thus mak-
ing it pleasant and homelike for the oe-
cujants,

The Senate of Connecticut has passed
a bill giving married women the same
property rights which they beld before
marriage, but prokibiting husband and
wife from couveying property to each
other.

All the male members of the Swedish
colony at Houlton, Me., were recently
naturalized. There are now sbout six
hundred Swedes in the colony, whieh is
reported to be in a very prosperous con-
ditioa,

Rumor says that Miss Elizabeth Er-
rety, of Minnesota, has fallen heirto a
miflion-dollar estate in Europe. Young
men, however, should swait & confirma-
tion of the news before they make *“a
bold stroke for Lib-Errety.”

“All the world's a stage,” he rumi-
nated, * and all the men snd women are

merely players, and most of the plays
are trom Shakespeare, 100! Before we
were married, Julia and I played

‘ Romeo and Juliet,” and now its mostly
‘Tempest." ™

When & man in Nevada receives a
notice, signed * 601, "telling him that he
must quit that section, he understands
that if he disobeys he will be punished
by vigilance men. BSeven thieving
gamblers have just heeded such a com-
mand in Reno,

Lady (10 servant, who has given notice
three days after her arrival)—But if you
didn't mean to stay why did you take
the placet Servant—Well, 'm, when I
see you st the registry office you looked
50 tired and fagged I took your si*ustion
out of (‘hmly 1ke,

A Spaniard and an American were re-
cently dining together in New Orleans.
The former in passing a dish of brains
to the latter smid : ** What you lack!”
The American offering the Spaniard a
!-‘mh- of tongue answered ; “ What yom
have a surplus of.”

By the new liqunor law recently passed
by the Maine Legislature, hotels are not
allowed to publish wine lists on their
bills of fare. In consequence of thisact,
the bills of fare of Portland hotels have
gone into mouraing, being heavily bor-
dered with black.

Scene in an Jowa court — Judge:
“That point has been decided against
yon by every court in Christendom, sir,
and there i1s no use of further argu-
ment.” Lawyer : *“ Very true, but your
honor frequently decides aguinst every
court in Christendom.”

The Norristown Herald says: The
men who have honesty enough to resist
the temptation of removing an uncan-
celed postage stamp from a second-hand
envelope, and using it the second time,
are the kind of statesmen we want st the
head of our government,

A milk dealer in Chicago hes retired
with a handsome fortune. When a boy
asks him how to get on in the world, he
says: “Don't be discouraged; you
can't get rich all to wunst. Look atme!
All the capital I had to begin with was &
milk can and a water pail.”

Southwest Texas is filled with a
flourishing German population. The
inhebitants of the State have doubled
their numbers since 1870; they now
amount to 2,000,000, and if the census
were taken, they would be eutitled to an
increase of ten votes in the electoral
college.

A Rondout chap, having heard of the
wonderful effects of blue glass, has had
inserted in his room two panes of violet
hue, beneath which he has placed a di-
lapidated wallet containing s $1 note,
and now he is watching to learn whether
it will bloom forth as & new Russia leath-
er one containing a $1,000 greenback or
ten $100 notes.

An individual who sold clams on the
Lord's day defended himself with ‘the
plea that he “‘feared the clams wounld not
keep till Monday, and it would be better
to pay the costs of court and enjoy a free
conscience than to palm off dead clams
on an unsuspecting Peuple, and suffer
the pangs of remorse !

A Catskill woman receatly knocked
down seven robbers, one after,the other.
Her husband wetched her from the top
of the stairs, and felt so brimfal of fight
that he couldn’t cool off until he jerked
his eight-year-old son out of bed and
whaled him soundly for not getting up
and helping kis mother.

George MacDonald, the novelist, has
a family of eleven children. Girls and
boys have succeeded esch other in al-
ternate order, and the usual rogulutiy
in the MacDonald family has been util-
ized by giving to each girl the sole charge
of the brother next in age, and expecting
her to exercise over him a maternal care,

Count Z. de Z. married an opera star
of remarkable beauty. His friends con-
gratulated him, but & gruff old cousin,
who was the husband of an ugly old cat,
observed that he should scarcely care to
have a wife whom a couple of thousand
men had a right to lorgnette to every eve-
ning. ““Well, I don’t know,” said the
count, I think it’s preferable to having
a wife whom a couple of thonsand men
wodldn’t look at if they could.”

““The baby has got a new tooth, but .
the old lady is laid up with a cold in the
head, remarked a gentleman to a de-# _
feated canditate. * What do I care ?” g
was the reply. *‘Well,” said the gentle- %
man, slowly, “before the election yon
used to take me aside and ask me how
my family was coming on, and I've been
hunting you all over town to tell you,
and that’s the way you talk to me. But
it don't make any difference, I voted
for the other candidate, anyhow.”

An old pioneer, who believed that
“what was to be would be,” lived in &
region infestad with Indians, “Healways
took his gun with him, and once, finding
that some one of his family had borrowed
it, he would rot go without it. His
friends rallied him, saying that there was
no danger of the Indians, as, anyhow, he

{would not die before his time csme.
‘i“Yes," said old Leatherstocking, ‘‘but
| suppose I was to meetan Indian, and his
time was come, it wouldn’t do not to have

my gun.”



