s 3 X ution, He steppec
A PASHING EXPLOIT rhei:ddonble-btmu od pistols from his
When the Revo'ution of 1830 set in, | ots and presented them at the
Alexander Dumss, then 8 very young | gpartied y. “You are four,” he
man, seeing nothing in life but one se- | o jded, * gentlomen, but we are five. If
ries of tableanx, took his share in the | {hat order is not signed in five seconds,
more stirring soenes in the capacity of a | [ give you my word of honor, 1 will
skirmisher. He te Is the whole story in | h ow your braina out, beginning with
his memoirs, and his scocount seems an | the Commandant there 1™
anticipa‘ion of (h» best pertidns of Rab- He owned he felt a little nervous, Yut
agas. But his narrative of his expedi- | ho was determined.
tion to Soissaus to seize some }\«‘“‘lh‘fi “Take eare,” ho went on; I mean
will be found one of the most stiTing | what I say. lam going to count.  One
bits of adventure of modern times. | ~estwo---three---."

He heard TLafayette say that if the | g At this oritioal moment a side door
Eing were to advence on Daris there ‘ was flung open and a lady flung herself
would be no powder to meet him with, | gmong them in a paroxysm of alarm

lexander conceived s bold scheme, and | |« Aorae! agroe ! sho cried. Oh,

g:\)poaed to the Genersl to set off for | ¢his is another revolt of the negroes
issons---a town he well kuew-and | Think of my poor father and m--lhv‘x‘
soize on the magngine there. Lafayette | whom they murdered in San Domingo

Alexander owned that the lady's mis
take was excusable, considering his own
natural tint (deepened by violent bro™
ing from the sun), and the peoular
character of hair and veoice, But we
may wonder at the inseusibility to
ridionle which could prompt him to set
Jdown such a jest at his own expense
The truth was, he was so filled with
| vanity that all the nicer senses became
blunted, and he was even unconsoious
| of the roars of laughter these foolish
| confidences produced. The Command
ant could not resist the entreaties of his
wife. Alexander declared that he had
| infinite respect for the lady, but en
treated her husband to send her away
and let the men finish the business
The poor Commandant protested thai
his self-respoct must be respected.  He
could not decently yield to a single
man. Alexander then offered to sign a
paper, to the effect that the order hiad
been extorted at *‘the mouth of the pis-
tol barrel,” *“Or wounld you prefer
he sdded, *‘ that I should feteh two or
three of my gompanions, so that you
should seem to have yielded toa more
respectabile force ' The Commandant
sccepted this *‘l\‘]\'nk\l, and Alexander
left {;\m bluntly declaring that no ad
vantage must be taken of the delay, o
he would return and ** blow all their
brains out,” and the whole party must
give their parole of homor that they
would remain exactly as they were

“ Yes, ves,” cried the lady Alexander

laughed at the idea, but conacmted to |
give him' a pass to Geaeral Gerard, to

which Dumss coolly added: ‘‘and we

recommend his scheme to you." From

Gerard he, with some difioulty, ob-

tained & rqguisition addressed to the |
authorities of the town for the powder. |
In this he ingeniously interpolated the

words *‘ Mimstor of War '--a rank

which no one but himself had conferred

on the Genersl,

With this official doocument he re-
turned to Lafayette, and persuaded the
old patriot to write him a sort of letter
of introduction to the citigens of Sois-
sons, recommending them *‘ Alexander
Dumas, one of our combatants,” as a fit
and proper person to whom tiey should
hand over the powder. Then our hero
~<for such he was on this odcasion--
snpuvd himself for as spirited and

ramatic an sdventuro as cau be found
in the books of romance.

It was sbout 3 o'clock in the after
noon of the 8S0th of July, 1850. As he
was hurrying away he me! a young

inter named Bard, who was only 19,

e asked him to join, The other agreed
with alacrity, aud Alexander sending
him back for his double-berre'ad pistols
and his horse, set off himself 1n a eabni-
olet for Le Bourget, then the first post
on the road to Soissons, and which has
since obtained such a disastious noto-
riety. Arrived there, he exhibited his
Lafayette and Gererd letters to the
Postmasster, and demanded & chaise and
borse for his mission. Tho FPostmaster madag low bow, but declared that it
was friendly, and even empic¢sse, &nd | was pot her parole that he wanted. The
supplied him at once wit! t he | Commandant gave what was required of

ed. He went out to buy some pieces | him snd Alexander, hurrying away,
of calico—-red, white and bine--which | gpeedily returned with two \

were sewn jn & tri-color flag fixed 10 & s men, whom he placed i the

bhoom-ap’ek. which latter was tied on to Opening the window, he bade them in
the chaise. With this cusign they | form the gentlemen inside t}

started, in hopes of getting to Soissous
about midnight. About 1 ¢'clock they
had reached the gates of Soissons,
through which they were alowed to
pess, ‘‘the door-keeper littla dream-
ing,"” says Alexander, *‘ that ho was ad-
matting the Revolution

were ready to fire at the {
appeal answered by the
sound of the cocking of
Commandant understood, wrd
the desk wrote out a formal order

After this the rest was comparatively
The magazine was broken open,

[ )

They went st owoe straight i carts were procured and loaded, and
house of Hutin's mother, where tl about 5§ o'clock they were outside

firet business was the manul
a huge tri-color fla She cc
&er blue and red curtains, w

town, Dumas was
t he sank down on the gros

wedge, and fell fast asleep, |

oture

so exhausted
U A

, unde

vousaod

eloth, and all the women of ;.h sently, started on Lis journe)
boll were set to work to sew the pieces | and by 8 o'clock reached Villers-Cot
together. By daylight the task was | yarets” where they found the suj
comp'eted. The pole, of course, gave ' wady, which had been ordered

1o trouble, as the one from whickh the | pefore. After a jovial mea

Bourbon white flag was flosting would | gnee more, and by 3 o'clock

snswer, The flagetaff, as Dumas said,
had no political opinions.
The p'an they had arvan
Quixotic in its extravag
deed, seems a'most incredible, Mak-
ing all allowance for Dumas’s bombast,
it will be seen that, at the most, he had
caly been guilty of the novelist's exag- .
; though at the Mue the story | pyll of a Church---Terrible Slaughter.
re was all but scouted, | e .
it conld not be disproved in its fucts, At W ”xmm‘.-"‘!'(‘ Penn., :
which are given with the most minute evening, the Sabbath-school attached to
details of dates, names and places. It | the Buptist church at Newberry,
was settled that Budaxd H . Save : -
to take the flag and contrive 4o it | participate in the ceremonies
into the ca i of | ™ might. P“.".\'A three hundr
sceing the s | wemen and children were pr
the sacristan
was to be flu

ng were close to Paris
whence they had started.
wd  presented
s powder, at the Hotel de
trinmphantly accomplish
g exploit he had undertaken

ed was really
noe, and, in-

himself, tog

on Christms

from tho tower. It

}

ceremonies of the oecasion
augurs and Mr. Kinsloe,
proceeded to address the chi

liar shake and quivering
It that de: o

tanco |
45ancy

1 pect

bers was felt t
iownfall of the building. r
had tl pression taken firm hold npon
those present than the floor gave
precipitating the whole assex
the cellar below,

The church was constructed with an
upper andience room, and it was in this
that the congregation had assembled
The intsrior dimensions of the floor are
twenty-six feet in width and forty feet
in length. There was a centre girth,
with joists thickly placed on each side,
and through the centre from above were

Bard waa to hurry on ¢ i his
Dumas, who would be engaged att
wder magazine, Sach was the dssh
lan of the three men,
ey started at dayt
made his way to tha St Jean, v
small pavilicn, close to the ga
was used as the mo
not attempt the gat
round, climbed up the wall ca
snd took a peep into ti
two soldiers busy ho
den at the corner.

y NO  Sx

and looked ow
esthedral, He saw two bolts connecting with this main

girth. Evidently the weight of those
{ | assembled sprung the truss bearers, and
i | the su‘pporks slipping out of their places

caused the ternble catastropbe. This
is evident from the fact that the timbers
were not broken. The gaspipe, two
| inches in diameter, which was beneath
| the centre girth, was bent double by the

the sky the dark outline of so:
the white flag, after being to
in an extraordinary fashior t cou
not have been owing to the wind, |
finally dissppeared, and the tri-color
took its place. Now was the moment ;
bis companions hsd done their part.
He slun h.i‘o donble-barre’ed gun ebout ol 0w
him, limb the wall £

Whenuk’:e g;fg‘tz :E)e :o;: ,hl‘ :s‘. :h)(" When the csash came there went up
two soldiers staring with wonder at | heart-rending wail of mangled hu-
the strange flag on the cathedral, then, | manity. Children wildly shricked for
cocking both barrels of his g{m, he | their parents and the groans of the
Jeaped down snd stood before them. | Wounded and dying filled the air. To
One was named Capt. Mo'lard, the | add to the horror, the oil lamps of the
other Sergeant Ragon. He advanced on | edifice ignited and bid fair to destroy
them, presenting his piece, explaining | all in a general conflagration. Those
who he was and his errand. He was  Outside worked with a will and used
Monsieur Alexander Dumass, son of | ®Ver¥ ible effort to rescue the liv-
Genersl Dumss, ete. He came in the | iDE- e church was now on fire, but
name of General Gerard to demand the | Providentially the flames could be reach-
surrender of the powder, and there was | 24 and were speedily extinguished.
his order signed by the Genera!, which | Before the floor gave way many of those
h: presented with ons hend, holding | Within were able to reach the windows
his cocked gun in the other. The pair | and leaped to the ground, a distance of
were much taken back, and knew not | fifteen feet. In the panic several per-
what to do, when the Colonel, D'Or- | %ons were wounded by being run over.
ocourt, who was in command, was seen | At eleven o'clock p. m., the dead
spproaching. The matter was explain- | bodies were removed and were identi-
eg to him, and sfter many courteous | ied as_follows: John Riche, Boyd Me-
phreses, the tresty was arranged, by haffy, Mrs, Duncan Campbell and two
which the three oficers promised their | children, a child of C. V. 8. McGinnis,
neutrality, and engsged to keep within | Miss Ladie Moffit, Miss Mary Fisher,
doors. Thus the powder magazine | Miss Lizzie Boskin, Miss Grace Seaman,
would seem to hsve been captured by | Miss Tillie, a boy named Shuman, a
Dumss single-handed. It hes the ar | child of John Budd and Mrs. John
of a very brilliant schievernent, and the | Wi Kinson.

icture of the hero alone in the fort, | There were some forty or fifty wound-

is fingers on the triggers of his gun, | °d, some of whom will probably die.
courteously but firmly controlling hie - R
three opponents, is & most dramatic | oved to their houses in different parts
soene. en writing the account of | of the city.
his adventure, from which we take these |

iculars, however, Dumas forgets
t in the official report fnrnished to
the Moniteur twenty-three years before
he bad stated that threo of his faends
were waiting at the gate.

Thus successful, he opened the gate
and found his friend Bard. To him he
handed over the charge of the magazine,
end went ewsy to deal with the Com-
mandant of the fort, Liniers. He found
this officer just rising and discussing the
news of the sudden & rance of the
flag on the cathedral, mas laid down
his gun at the door, introduced himself,
end made his demand for an order
remove the power. The other dee'ined
1> acknowledge General Gerard's order,
and said that there was scarce'y any
power in the magezine, The Command-
ant seemed, in fact, rather emused, and
smiled scornfully when Dumas answered
that the party at the magazine were hie
prisoners.  Alexander, replying that he
mldg back at once and bring prooi
under their hand fhat the powder was
there, made his bow and retired. He
flew back, found that he was right, and
returned present'y with satisfactory
proof that a large quantity of powde:
was in the magazine. ut when he
raached the Commandant’s office he
found that the party had been inereased
daring his absence, and that Lenferna
a1 oEcer of gendarmes, and Bonvilliers,
Co.onel of the engineers, were there in
full uniform, and srmed. The Com-
mandant addressed him in a sort of ban-
tering tone, telling him that he had sent
for these oﬁoen, who, with him, were
in command of the town, in order that
taey might have the pleasure of hearing
M. Dumas exploin his mission. The
young man saw that boldness was his
odz‘dm, and cooly told him that
he been engaged: by Lafayette ‘o
bring the powder to Peris or Jose his
Yfe, and that he insisted on the Com-
mandant handing over that powder to
him, The officers passed on Gerard’s
order from one to the other with a sort

-of smiling contempt,

“And so0,” said the Commandant, in

t‘umm&“so. single-hended, Mon-

The Fire at the Fifth Avenue Hotel.

The Fire Marshal of New York, after
an exhaustive  zamination of many wit-
nesses, is of the opinion that the recent
fire at the Fifth Avenne Hotel was
caused by saccident. The testimony
| clearly shows that the flames originated
| in one of the servant women's chambers,
through which passed the laundry ele-
vator, the openmg therefor being =
square aperture, cased with dry wood,
sxtending from top to bottom of the
{ building, about ninety feet. This ele-
vator opering formed, in effect, an im-
mense chimney for the rapid progress
f the flames. The woman who eccu-
pied the chamber testified that she was
in bed, sound a&leep, and awoke to find
herself surrounded by flames. Her
clothing was destroyed, the bed cloth-
ing on fire, and she herself was badly
burned. She escaped into the hallway,
and gave an alarm; but the fire had al-
ready traveled to the attic, and an alarm
been given. The Marshal thinks that

bably stepped upon s match, which ig-
nited her clothing; the fire smoldered
for a while, but at last increased, the
flames entered the elevator, the drait
carried dense smoke to the attic, which
there suffocated the eleven unfortunate

the flames could have
bodies,

The evidence goes to show that the
Fifth Avenue Hotel was well provided
with the apparatus for extinguishing
fires, in the use of which the men con-
nected with the hotel are frequently
drilled. All the floors are provided
with water mains, to which hose pipes

reached their

ure alse steam pumps always in readi-
ness in the b-.lemenpt-. Inge
case it was not half a minute after the

was given before some of the

rected upon the flames,

time before its di

, and it was

sienr Dumas, I think yon eaid that was
our name, you propose to force me to
sis. You see that we are four,” nity of :tle ocoupation; not the occupa-
man saw that matters were | tion measures the dignity of e'
man., !

-

"bnc'si..nd took a prompt

1 back, pulled |

| Many of them were immediately re- |

the woman, in getting into bed, pro- |

females, who lost their lives long before |

| nized.

are kept oonshntfy attached, and there |

resent | addresses to a gnly
¢

who had long
| things to a crisis.
hose had been stretched and water di- | When she was alone.

looking slyly into his face :
of you last night.”
dreamed that you kissed me.” ‘‘ Why, | domestio happiness should never listen |
now ! What did you dream your mother | 30 the suggestions of such & man, in |
e wasn't at | favor ef a secret marriage.
Tt is the man who determines the dig- home.” A light dawned on the youth's
intelleet, a singular sound broke the
stillness, and a few weekw after they
were

hod evidently been burning for some |
discovery, ar

then too late to quickly check its spread. |

| said ?”

s "

Farm, Garden and Houschold.

Mr. James Gowen, of Maryland, in
1838, impgrted the Short-Horn cow
Dairy Maid, bred by J. Whitaker, of
Yorkshire, England. Tn 1839, when four
years old, she gave 225 1.2 quarts of
milk in one week, and
¢85 14 quarts in one week., In each
caso she had suokled a onlf three months

An Illincis correspondent of
feeding 06 hogs, weighing 9,4 pounds,
an average of a linde over 168 1.2 pounds
He fod them 1,200 bushels of corn in 87
days, and found their weight 15,5670
pnlm«lx a gain of 61468 pounds, an
average of 100 5.7 pounds for each hog,
and nearly & 1.8 pounds of pork for
each bushel

Boil a turkey in sa little water as may
be, until the bone can be easily sepa
rated from the meat, Remove all the
skin ; out the meat in thin slices, mix
ing together the kght and dark parta
Season with salt and pepper, Take the
liquid in whieh the ImL) was boiled,
having kept # warm, pour in on the
moat, and mix it well. Shape it like a
loaf of bread, wrap it in cloth and press
with a heavy weight for a few houms,
When served up it is cut in thin slices
Some of our professional cooks can
shape it somewhat like the original bird,
so that one cannot tell at once when it
18 seon that it is boned turkey; but
this requires skill and labor,

We grumble at the high price of pro

visions ; but look at the provisions
within our reach which we will not
tonch ! How few averange Amerifins

will eat sorrel, for instance, vet the
Fremch make a delicious soup of it
This wholesome plant grows plentifully
all over, and would furnish many a nn
tritious dish to the poor country work
man ; and if vonwent to some of them,
and explained the valuable properties of
the plant, and its inexpensiveness---since
it grews wild in the fields like a weed
they would answer that they had never
tasted any, that they had never heard of
any one who had tasted any, and finally,
that they ** didn't fancy it.”  This is al
ways the kind of answer a would-be in-
novator obtains, You ask these same
people to try dandelion salad, which is
very good eating indeed, and they will
laugh But these preju
ned to the laboring class
v elass 18 just as obstinate,

wong it has money to buy other
food, the obstinacy is not of so much
The midd@e-class house
wis has no spinit of adventure. She
1ever attempts to stray beyond the ae
knowledged reutine

derisively hices

1, &8

consequence

The Rallroad Massacre on the Buffalo,

Corry and Plttshurgh Rallread.

A despateh from Erie, Penn., savs that
the immediate cause of the accident at
Prospect station was a broken flange on
the tender wheel. About sixty rods
west of ‘the station is a trestle work
wenty feet high, over which the

nd tender of

ad passenger cars---only two
es being in the train--—-were thrown
the trestle and struck top down-
T ght of the truncks crushed
he ears, elosing up the windows, and,
r the situation even more terri
passenger coach was partially
n its side, so that for th
ts of that side there were abso
lutely no means of escape

wi i
mediately the cars took passen
r at botl Some
ns waiting st thestation
e scene of the aocident,
ed at an immense disad
water could be had, s
that was scraped up had little
r the flax Only twe

le, and the woodwork
d together so firmly
little headway
All the ti
put forth the

i

1

shrieksof mprisoned victims as the
ching enveloped them was ap-
to the stoutest heart. Now and
en a rope was put through a crevice,
rer pulled
Sometimes it

fastened toa form and the sn
out by main strength.
would be

arms, leg

r head wonld drop off

the stru . In three orfour instances
the he was thus separated from the
trunk, and in as meny more cases the
body was bereftof its [imbs. The body
of & lady was thus rescued from the

flames, the head and one arm snapping |

off like a piece of charcoal, while the |
other arm was unteuched, a kid glove
covering the hand and her fingers wear-

jewelled ornaments.  The body
will doubtless be recognized with the
aid of the rings. But for these it would
have been impossible to identify it
The bodies of three other ladies were
taken out, neither of which, it is be-
lieved, can be recognized. In all it is

estimated that four ent of the nineteen |
forms removed from the burning car are

unrecognizable. It is supposed that in
addition to the bodies recovered a num-
ber of others were consumed in

raked over,

not fall short of thirty---the whole num-
ber of

five.

After the accident Frank Tavlor, of
Corry, one of the rescued pusn'vngrru,
was leaning against some object, and
seeing an scquaintance passing, vnllmli
him by name. The friend turned round, |
Taylor spparently uninjured, but
and
fell over dead. He must have died from
internal injury, but the inmates of the
burning cars were shrieking for aid and

saw
suddenly he said, “tell my wife "

Mr. Taylor's friend did not see him

again until his corpse was brought in |

and placed with the others.
groans of the dying were

After the

ing bodies is said to have been sicken-
ing.

{  With no means of extingnishing the
flanmes, and the heat bhing too intense

to admit of all the bodies being extract-
ed, nothing conld be done by the spee-

tators but to stand quietly by and see

the remains slowly consumed.
T'he bodies thus far

the next year |
L only 8800 *; sots of furs, marked weli up
[ into the hundreds: cloaks; satins; wil

the |
(Prairie Farmor) on Sep. 10 commenced |

| costly articles suited to the t

| a8 he had lain waiting
] “'('kh.
| woman, and a sober and honest one as

the eastern |
bound express passed in safety, but the |

potn

a Nfele ~-4I-«nl).|‘n 1the charred |

| of that point to the west of it,
change 1n the fature will be slower than

the
burning ear, and that nothing but their
blackened bones will be discovered when |
the fire is extinguished and the ashes
Adding these to the num-
ber of injured that will die, it is esti-
mated the total number of lives lost will

: persons in the two cars at the
time of the acoident being about forty-

| the rapic

stilled in
death the stench arfsing from the burn-

Two Holiday Pletures,

We strolled aleng a gay thereughfare |
Garish shop- |

An ovening or two ago
windows glittered with overy eonceiv-
able artiele which good or bad taste
conld possibly desire as a holiday pres
ent. Rioh shawls, ticketed "(‘hmp

verware; dolls dressed in the latest
fashion, and held at a hundred dollars
oach; toys of every land; dinmond rings
and pins;  gold-hoaded oontly
trifles of every sort; beautiful
for the rich and reflned, and still more

te of the
short, that
ure Lo use
shop

oanes

articles

vulgar rich; everyth -
love or ostentation could de
as ia was in t)
windows, and

expression OB
purchasers by the hun
dred stood before the ecougtors inside
It seemeod that ial Chrissnas
spirit was in all hearts, that every hn

the gen

man being in that throng was happy in

the thought of bhestowing happiness

upon others Ihe sight was a plotur
esquely pleasant one, and weo hngered
1-»\1:;;;1\ in the midst of it, catching

the ten thou
sented in

something of the glow of
safid Christmas firesides repre
the persons of the purchasers
On the following evening we had o
casion to go into one of the darker wards
of the oity Ihere, in the top story of
a tenement-house, small
room, we found & widdw with two chil
dren.  The room and its furniture were
clean and neat, though excessively rn-r
In a closet adjoining lay the widow's
son, & bright boy of thirteen, whose
weekly earttings had once helped to keep

in & single

{ the family in compuarative comfort ©

lay now waiting for a slow-coming death,
for many
mother, an industrious

wWoanry
The
well, had found but a single day’s em
ployment and a single day's
months

wages du
She had

ring the last three
sold one article after another, until now
she had nothing left to sell ; and the

€hristmas time, which seemed so bean
fYul in the light of the shop-windows
of the great thoroughfare, not half a
dozen blocks away, was to her the dark
est and dismalest of days. No one of
the lavish hands expending money in
the gaudy shops had held out to her the
price of a single comfort for her dping

boy: not one of the generous hearts
there had devised a plan by which she
and such as she could find work to do
and wages to eam,

As we went away from that miserable
tenement-house room, and remembered

that this woman's case was only one

f such in thas Ch

\ ousands ¢
tisn country, which
nstional thunks for anabun
«nd whieh

(-m'.l!} gav
oe of the

earth's frouts, ele
brating the birth of that sher w
was cradled @ who,
threughout re to lay
His head,” two or three sentences kept
n ng 'n Oar oars
i the poor heard |

‘Inasrmuch a8 ve have de it
one of the least of thesd, my ethiren
ve have d it undo me Hecartl

and Home

The Centre of Gravity of Popalation,

In a letter

Cm

reeand to

wentre of gravity «
the United Stat
Hilgand
nudertook t
centinie

foar censu

the exact »
States, exclusive
actual popul

{essor

the

wls, he gots, by

n which suc

ach 1 wld Hy
this point to be
near the eastern foo

shain, and
thirty-nine degrees north Intrtude I
1850 it had erossed the untains

moved westward

In
Woes

westward, al

at the rate of
vear, d that
has ne

so f

citizens have been in the habit of clam
ing. In future decades s quite prob
able that its progress will be slower It

would not in the

beyond Bl

next thirty vears get

in, even al

the rate of the last t if, as
we are inclined to believe, gration
of ,..,.ul..“..;. west of the present centre

of gravity to the region of country
further west great, if not
greater, than that of the population east
hen the

i

I8 quite as

Am

wes

in the past, e shifting
tion on the m side
will not affect the balance ;
be an actual increase
larger ratio than on the
The increase from births is undoubtedly
larger in new countries,

of pe pula

eastern side

moves westward. The arca of
inviting to settlement on the
slope of the Appalachian cha
over, enlarged by the abolition of slav

conntry

118, more

ery ; the salubrious climate, the rich soil
and its profitable culfivation, and the
contiguity of the South, will conduce to
ipation of a region from

O !

which hitherto free labor has, for the
most part, been excluded
of the

movement westward

gravity.

P. T. Barnum,

People will have their little jokes,

most of them, however, perfectly good
natured, about Mr. 1?;|r‘x.;|!:: and

in conflagrations,

he doeg the fires, and even if he should
be compared to a salamander, it would
srobably awaken in n no ather feel
ing than a desire to add #int rare crea

| ture to his next collection of birds and
‘1 “1'.’""i"".
identified are | by this time that Mr. Barnum is, mor-

It is well enough understood

Mark Haight, of Brocton, N. Y.: Wil- |1|Ilwt»lxﬂit|«‘rv~rl_ perfectly incombustible,

lism H. Osborne, of Westfield, N. Y. ; |

Herman Ryan, of Farnham, N. Y.; Ed-
win H. Bell, of Sherman, N. Y.; Con

and that nothing but the destruction of
| the whole world can prevent him from

being the possessor of lions, tigers, aii

Maloney, of Brooton, N. Y.; Frank Tay- | elephants, of monkeys, anacondas, and

lor, of Corry, Pa. ; John White, of Lan- |
| Nature sheuld take it into h
Charles Metz, of Eden |
Corners, near Angola, N. Y.; Mr, and |
| have one of the earliest specimens here

easter, N. Y.; August Cardat, of Ark-
wright, N. Y.:

Mre, Wilbur F. Rice, Titusville, Pa.; E

Joseph Curtin, of Titusville: \\'mi:m.\

Rankin, a laborer, from Canada: James |

H. McCarten, of Miller Station, N. Y.:

Four bodies only remain unrecognized. ‘

All the wounded, but Maggie Curtin,

W. H. Tickner, Mrs. Cornelia McCarten |

and Fayette Flanders left Prospect sta-
tion for their homes. At the Chautan-

{ qua House, Mayville, one John Doug

lnss, a Capadian, has his left shonlder
and breast broken, but he may recover.
Barney Cook, of Lancaster, bad inter-
nal injuries ; his recovery is very doubt-
ful. There were thirty-ecight paying
passengers on the train, and five em-
ployes back of the tender.

Orville Bwift, of Corry, was on’the
train, and his body has not been recog-
i Two of the four bodies un-
claimed are shapeless masses.
five minutes, says several passengers
were killed outright, others were writh-
ing about until suffocated, and others
were conscious until burned to death.

A Diffident youth was paying his

He called one day
After settling the

Why, now !”

“ Ob, T dreamed

married.

| As a purveyor of innocent
| {ml-hv favorites ;

! annowncement
! eerely lln[w, ton 'blul'l‘ of which Fire is
| not the principal feature.

Mr, |
Douglass, who was in the car twenty- |

“1|

Mie dodoes ure extinet, but if
r head to
issne a second series of that big bird,
we all know that Mr. Barnum would

whales,

in New York for our inspection. It is a
way of his, and we beg f-xnt to say that
it is a very good way Considered
merely as a first-rate cxample of the
never-say-die quality of human nature,
Mr. Barnum is an invaluable example
to a community greatly given to exalta
tions and to corresponding depressions
imusement,
and as a satisfier of a good deal of euri
osity, Mr, Barnum is really one of the
and we ineline to the
selief that he will be pleasantly remem-
bered long after he has issned his last
and has gone, we sin

A woman should never consent to be
rmrrird m-vro'l’\: Her marriage should
e solemnized in the light of publicity,
and not in the shadow of concealment.
She shonld distrust a man whe has any
reason for shrouding in darkness the
act which---in his estimation, at least---

| should be the erowning glory of his life.
The man who always has some plot on
lass of the country, | hand, who naturally takes to trickery and
espaired of bringing | concealment, and is never ready to have
his actions brought out into the clear
li.lzbt of day, is apt to be so constitution-

{ merits of the weather, the girl said, | ally base, that he seldom, even by acci-
< gl ¥ “] dreamt | dent, deviates into the path of honor
and virtue.

No woman who values her

The eduecated live longer than the

illiterate; the rich, longer that the
poor ; the good, longer than the bad. ' shedding brightness on everything.

of the plan
there must
of population in

but to offset
this is the increase from immigmtion on
the seaboard, a portion of which only

oastern

These vari-
| ous influences will serve to retard the

centre of

the
hahit which he has of becoming involved
The gentleman him,
self seems no more to mind the fun than

| Dess,

over the Hudson river near Peekskill

feet above the river by 20 cables made |
of 70,302 miles of stéfel wire, and will

weigh altogether over 17,000 tons,
working strength will be equal to 2,40
tons, and its breaking strength 25,1'1
tons.
sides a million tons of other freight, are |
expected to pass over this bridge annu-

| ally. !

WORK;
or, OHRISTIE'S EXPERIMENT.

By Lovmsa M. Areorry,

Women,'" * Old Poshioned

@irl," * Litcle Men,"" de., de !
CHAPTER L

CHRINTIE

A Colloge for WiHld Beasts. i

It is in Ratoliffe Highway, Londem. |
Mr, Jamgich conduets it. A newspaper |
notice of a young tigress, which had
broken loose, ran into the stroets,maim- | fuher of ** Litthe
a boy, played praunks with s passing |
brewer's dray, and flnally had been so- |
eured by her keeper wrmod with a crow- |
bar, fiest informed me that an institution i
for the education of wild animuls was in !
oxistence. | ¢4 A ENT BETHEY, there's golng to be &

Lanade a note of it determing that 1 4\ pew Declaration of Tndependence ™
would visit Mr. Jamrach some fine duy.  Ploss and mave us, what do you mean,
I'he resolve remained in abeyance until oiild 7" Aud the startled old lady precipls
I saw another snnouncement, to the of- tatod & ple In‘o the oven with destruotive
foct that s fine young rhinoceros had en- )
tored the seminary to bo educated for a | baste

“1 mean that, belng of age, I am geing

wenagoerie,  Not kuowing how long this
course of teaching might last, I conelud- | to take care of myself, and not he & burden

ed to go to Ratelitfe Highway at onee any longer Uncle wishes me out of the

In nuswer to my kuock at the door, | way : thinks 1 ought to go, and, sconer or
Mr. Jamrach s‘lmrl“'l" himself in the | oo will tell meso. . I don't intend to wait
form of a stalwart German, whom no

':lu-l- dt lion or tiger would care o meet for that, but like the people In faicy tales,

f the man had & erowbar

1 explained the object of my call, and
he ontered 1nto my views st onca,

“1 have only small animals here,” e
sald, “but come with me a little way
down the street, and you shall soo my
ld@Pygor pupils.”

Bo away went, Mr. Jamrach telling
me, a8 wo proceedod, that the rhinocer-
os was to go to the Zoological Garden
next day, Arrived at the courtyard, 1
found myself between two rows of near
ly cinpty cagos, Passing on, we came
to a ladder leading to a loft.  Mr, Jam-
rach told me to mount, which led me to

I kunow | can find it
Christle emphasizad her spoech by -ntt-‘.

tune

ot

kneading the dough as If it was hor dosblny

Aunt Betsey stood Nstening, with uplified
ple fork, and as much astonishment aa her
plackd face was eapable of expreming. As
the girl paused, with o decided thump, the |
old lady exc'al'ned

“ What erazy idee you got inte your head

usk whether the rhinoceros was up “A vory sane and sensible one, that's got to |

there be worked out, so please listen to i, ma'sm. |
“8She is not up there,” replied he. | I've had it & good while. I've thought & over

“She is below in a den,  You will have | thoroaghly, snd I'm sure i's the right thing

to see her through a bhole in the floor-
Mg
Down through the hole I peoped, and
there she was nibbling hay. Mr, Jam-
ruch now went away, handing meover to
the guidanoe of the keeper. This keep-
man almost as worthy of nlmi_\'
ns the animals w very
short, with muscular chest and brawny
arms, his eyes steadily fixed upon you,
whether he or you were speaking, com-
municative, and full of anecdotes, 1
had no sooner begun to ask him ques-
tions than the rhinoceros hal made hep-
self invisible
* 8o ho, Mouta,"” said he, calling her
by her Indian name “1'll teach you
better wuanners ;" and down through the
floor ke bobbed, Seizing a murderous-
looking Lhalf pike, halt hatehet,
v way at the ereature,

| for me to do. I'm old enough %0 take osre of
myself ; and if '] boen & boy, | shonld have
been told to do it Jong ago. 1 hate 0 he de-
pendent, and now there's no neod of it; I can't

not leave you, or | never forget how Kind you
have boen to me, 1 am s burden to him, and 1

or Was a

er his charge

can't be happy Gl I do, for there's nothing
bere for me.  1'm sick of this dull town, where
the one ides is to eat, drink and get vich, J!
don't tind any fricnds to help me as 1 want to |
be helped, or any work that 1 can do well; s0
let me go, Aunty, and find my place, whatever
i

* But 1 do nesd you, deary, and you musnt |

weapon

bim, ho mn't pleasant, I koow. 1 don%t .ﬁl
to bang @

he beg why von can't be conterged ; Iive lved here
! ugh with many snorts and | . e Aagw, and never fonnd the place Jone. | bar warkg way, and
she came out juto the light, | some, or the folks unveishborly,” and Aunt | When it was 8
wt have been hurt, 1 uow saw | g, looked perplexed by the new idea. o Adante, the five, and till late
of ":::':‘ ‘.‘ ""-‘ (:n ":'l' " :' “" lll')l‘: Yo and 1 are very differont, ma'sm, ':":\
el ‘A"M'“‘:"“.:‘" - h‘ ki WEAELY | There was more yeast put into my composition, | one
- l‘l 15 the wvariable result with all 1 guces, and afer standing bt B "m:‘.\'r;r;;lud girla.
the new-comer he replied. ** They Thegin to furmeut, and ought | o mon”sense, many
are in the habit of rubling away ghe | be kncadad up in tme, so that | may tern | den nader the shy pride
poiut of the horn against the sides of { o9t & wholesome loaf. You ean’t 4o this: sa | g%
their dens fuster than itean be produced | Jet me go where it can be done. else I aball turn | when the greet m ment eomes.
at the base sour and good for nothing, Docs that nnh-‘ Chrintio wab ongof Shat faowe
He hat " ¢ r to gain | the matter any eloarer 7 ™ And Chnistie’'s sori- | who moderstely sntowed with talenta,
the o« of y than o tiger, vet | ons face relaxed into & smile as her sunt's eye  and troe-hearted,

AROS W

ca- | went from her to the nice!y-molded joaf offered

ilustration

olly ways, as an

“1 e what vou mean, Kitty ; but I pever |

igress which eseaped,”

suid he, “knew me well, and seemed | (hought on't before. You ba boetter iz thad
f 1] ' 1 }
very ud of when T was | pe: thongh, let me tell you, too meuch emptine
Pt 1 thrust out

makos bread poor stufl, like baleer's trash ; and
toward | o, much working up makes it bard and dry
Now fiy around, for the big oven s most het,
takes & wizht of time in the !

" on L o
Ao 1 this cake
'

paws on You havn't ssid Imigh! go, Anntv,” began
d caress  the gird atter a Jong panse dovoted by the old

e pent - wurt ladvt preparation of some ﬁtmltw
Iy"‘ i Gy 8] o seemcd 1o require great nieety «f messnure-

WOC T ment i ite ingredients; for when she replied,
Y | Aunt Bewsey cunoasly interlanded her speech
b .. | with = e ions Lo herself from the
Fhere i ! apt-dwwok before hor
[ ain't no nght 1o keep wvou, dear, of you
wowe 10 (1ako & pinch of salt), Pmsorry vou
st think you mizht «f vouw'd only
six yolks and whites together |
can't and fool that you need (two |
r', only speak to Unele, and of be
wro of frosh Jemon), go, my dear,
blessln' with you (not forgettin’

t hapw, at

8l ¢

aressing, | | 1o cover with & plece of paver

-
ngh cohoed through the

’ Chnatic's kitoben
b bit of it.” said the hreper ad the “ ady »uu’i-'-: e ':1;{1\1: ‘i'n::‘u'm-b-

ey 4 3 . scious the canse ol O ZITTe e Tl N
fe jorgave ' after o fow days “1 shall ask Uncle to-nicht, and [ know he
We Were us g fr Is a8 ever wou't olject. Then I whall whito to see If Mrs.
B t have a somewhnt danger- Plint has a room for me, whcre [ can stay till 1
as 1if f it 1 thin Are vou never Rt s thing o, There is plenty of work
fraid ? i the world, and I'm not alradd of it; a0 youll
- . wouis ear good news of me. Don't Jook sad

rds. But the ¢

Not of beasts and 1}

't fancy them over

w you know 1 pever conld forset vou, even if |
I abionld becume the groatest fly in the land.®
And Christie loft the prints of two flosry but
Bectionate hands om the old lady's shoulders,
an she kissed the wrinklod face that had never |
worn 2 frown to ber,

Pull of hopefal tancies. Christic's salted the
pans and butterad the dough in pleasant for-
getinlness of all mondane affgirs, and the In.

1 snakes too ?

Mr. Jamrach deals

“Of all sorts I understand their

rattlesnakes and

dverse to .
,t : ‘I.u.l:'.:' ‘(-, ”h';h:i_h?r“‘ ficrous dismar of Aunt HBetser, who fullowed
<= - . WHIEE, | her about rectifving hor mistakes, and watch.
but A latter. In either jog over her an if this sudden abmence of mind
case vou wil th bitten Ihe puff-  had roused saspiclons of hor sanity
adder is different from both. Yoo must Uncle, T want to go away, and get my own
seige hin iving, if you pleasc.” was Chnstic's sbpant
yat - ygcny " Ml beginning, a8 they sat around the evemn;
“How ?" I saked. *“* With tongs or gee.
pincers?” “Hey ! what's that ™ sasd Unele B
“* We have not a pair of either on the  ing from the doge bo was enjoying,
place.” ; tle to perious proximity to his newspaper and
" v How do you cat sh them, then?" 1 bis nose
" alos ' Christie repeated her requost, and was mnoh
inquired relieved when, aflor a meditative stare, the old
“Seize them,” he replied, *‘bhy the ' man briefly :l’:llvlﬂ!!
) . fing and thn “Wal, go abbad.”
. - iy 'ln" - I, - b, and “ Twas afraid you might think it rash or «flly,
fun hint's the only safe

wir.'
1 think it's thy hest thing you could dc; and
I Yike your good sense in vxp,«-ln' on't.”

eal with them

“Do you wear gloves ?

“Yes ; very thin gloves, Thick clog . Then 1 may really gr
the ;‘”‘ '”_: . '_“”'“:‘ "Ih_‘ S * Boon's ever vou like.  Don™t pester me shont
) g 1 PRS- CVED | 4 ) you're ready; them Il give vou a Nitle

through kid. Then, you know what a
rattlesnake is goug to do.  He sounds
his rattle twice before he stri) The
cobra, too, rises up to give you warning,
but a puff-adder
looks.”

Passing along between two rows of

oy fnine while listening attentively tomy | £% prond of, he will be as glad to see me hack
informant, I felt a soft velvety touch spain.™ Then her voloe changed, her eyes kin-
on the back of my hand. Looking | died. and the firm bips softened with & sndle.
round, I perceived a creature---not quite ' \T l'i} !r.‘hm.' f;l'*nmm" then I'll get |
a monk but s N ~begring some-  Teh; found & home for girle like mywalf; or,
:I“le u:l ():'.::'.n WS Sy better stall, be & Mrs. Fry, & Florence Nightin-
. = gale, or—-"

“The y are great gluttens,” he said ; e l["lvvr are you on"t for stookings, dear ¥
“but nothing edmpared to these,” open- Christic’'s castios in the air vanishod at the |
ing a door where ‘mlf a hundred mon- | prossic question ; but, after a blank look, she
kevs were grinning snswered plessantly ;

Yo - g “ Thank you for bringing me down to my feet
Do you ""l' monk¢ys ? rl aske -'l . .':Mn‘l.h'n 1 -’ru »;nrih( .'n;l(-v far and wo |
arge part of our trade, | fast m poorly off, ma'am: bat if you are
We imported over a thousand monkeys | knitting these for me, T shall cortainly start on
v fitm foundation.” And. leaning on Aunt
Dotay's knee, she patiently discussed the ward-
robe guestion from Lose to head-gear.

“Pen’t you think you could be eontented anv

suthing to start off with.” And Uncle Enos
returned to *“ The Farmer's Friend.™ as if cat-
tle were more intoresting than kindred.
Christie 'was accustamed to his enrt spoech
and carcless manner— had expected nothing
more cordial; and, turning to hor aunt, said,
rather bitterly
“Didn't I'tell you he'd bo glad to have me
No matter! When I've done something

[N

as mean as has

“That's a

last year.”
“And pray who buys them ?”
“Organ gmnders and menageries

\"4

sell a few as pets and many go to the  way, Christie, of I make the work lighter, and
Continent 2 leave you more time for rour books And things?
“At what price do you hold mon- seked the old lady, loth to Jose the one youth
e : ful clement iu her quiet hifo,
keys ? “No, ma'am, for I can't find what 1 want

here,” was the decided answer.
** What do you want, child **
““Look in the fire, and I'll try to show yon.”
The old lady obediently turned her apectacies

“That depends on quality and breed-
ing,” he replied.  ““Aring tailed female
monkey, of gentle disposjtion and cor- |
rect deportment, will command twenty | that way, and Christie said in s tone half so-
ounds, while a common blue-face can | rious, half playful
w bought for five.” . “ Do you see those two logs? Well, that one

“And the voung rhinoceros 2" smouldering dismally away in the cormer i

ey £ " : . what wy lfe s now; the other blazing and

“We sold “"r to the doologieal Gar- singing is what 1 want my life to be.”
dens for five hundred pounds, and a “Bless e, what anidee! They are bhotha
poor bargain it was for us, 1-n‘xn|u' where they are pat, and both will be
every penny of it.” :':l“:;,,"."'m”m'" ; 80 what difference doos it

Christic smiled at the literal old lady; but |
following the fancy that pleased her, she added
carpestly :

“1 know the end is the same; but it does
make a difference how they turn to ashes, and
how 1 spepd my life. That log, with its one
dull gpot of fro, gives npither life nor warmih,
but les dzrling despondently among the cin-
ders

She cost us

Tobacco and Liguor,

Our countrymen spend more money
for the luxuries than for the necessities
of life. It is no wonder that many peo
ple are poor when their hard earnings
are washed on indulgence which do
harm instead of good. Bread is the
geeat staple of food, and §200,000,000
were spent last year for fleur to feed
our people. But the tobacco sold in

the P""m-r" for ‘,.“ wing, and \m--l(mc: it will be useful sad cheerful o it Insta, wi
and snufl, cost £250,000,000; asbhout $7 ) esed when it ends, and Vo something
for every man, woman and child, bobind besides ashes,

"Lhis is bad enough, but the cost of r :-urn‘-)u m:l:dh:ll ;:;uhhrh-(nl‘uuwr, ;)w
intoxicatimg liquors consumed in 1870 :‘-"“"'""‘"'“"'| the ol y, and made her
600,000,000, avernging nearly 820 for “_‘,":,:"',‘,:;l“u,l,:,"“n:;;:m POy SNy
every man, woman and child. A large Aqmd smart blowin’ up with the belusses
amount of this is used in poor families, | won™ make the groon stick burn most as well
and reduces them to want and wretched- :x:|1:r.(=;‘y.(;lnlrs}:rtv:!::lx "l’ :l:;:'h:\;c'::‘ 3
only think so.™

1 daresay you are right, sunty; but I want
to try for myself ; and if 1'fail, I'll come back
and follow your advice. Young folks alwayvs
hiave discontented fits, you know. Didn't you
when you were a girl I

“ Shouldn't wonder ef I did; but Enos came
along and } forgot ‘em.™

“ My Enos has not come along yet, and never
may ; o 'm not going to sit and wait for any
wan to give me independence, if I can carn it
for myself.” And a quick glance at the gruff,
gray old man in'the corner plainly betraved
tuat, in Chnstie’s opinion, Aunt Betsy mado a
bad bargain when she oxchanged her girlish
aspirations for s man whose soul was in his
porket. :

“Jost like her mother, full of hifalutin no-
tions, discontented and sot in her own id-es ; a
poor capital to start a fortin’ on.”

Christic’s eye mot that of her uncle peering
aver the top of his paper with an expression
that always tried her patience. Now it was
like a dash of cold water on her enthusiasm,
sud her face fell as she answered quickly :

** How do you mean, sir 7™
| “T1 mean that you are startin’ all wrong ;
| your redic’lus notions about independ and
| kelf-cultur’ won’t come to nothin' in the long
run and you'll make as bad a failure of your
life as your mother did of her'n.”

ney

d with a !-h-annl sound.
the ro

m and

the «osiest place in the house, and we shall all
niss the friendly blage when it dies. Yen,™ she
vdded, as if to herself, “1 hope my life may be
ike that, so that, whether it be long or sho

If the ymlnup-urln of the land would
mefuse to toush tobacco ro liquor this
fearful extravagance would soon coase,
and the wealth of the country increase
with marvellous rapidity.

A New Bridge.---The proposed bridgg
will be one of the largest in the world.

Its length between the towers will be |
1,665 feet. It will be suspended 1556

Its |

Three million tons of coal, be- |

Good temper is like a sunny day, |

LARGEST CIRCULATION

IN THE WORLD !

f?kw.h\nytiﬂbm:lul‘m
iy ¢ mcw
t:nn-hl-'-

s Vo vamg eber
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Which can be trusted, and which & slways full of
Iuierest, s & Docessity of the tmes.
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The Unseotarian, Evangelical,
Literary and
Family Newspaper.

ho
travel away Into the world and seck my for- |

oall i1, Late dopw
| len’t auy love to make it boarable, ¥
demonstrations in the bread-trough, | say so in words, tut I khow yon

HENRY WARD B FECHER,

whon I'm gone, Tm w
and she was shaping it to sult herself; while | want work T oan put my
| 1t doos me good, no ma
| only ask .'4':-."‘”

1§

1t bas something for every
bold, i of

. sdebon, i
o o ycung a0 644, bng

r. Heocher's vigopous and
pon fu los Kdivortals and Sar

1 ..r':. Lectare u-u-“:db. Mymou

are g & mctions. e 1 also s juge
N yud alide o litarial stalf .

3 .m.".ﬂ'.'&mu'-":

1Y, ¢ | whetclics, i ;ouorsl o tick s appearing in thel paper
olier s | Tug conve

vo p boantifil exsm X
&?mxu:lhr‘ar’. Do | Shalesome fe
Chrieue’ (altered aver
the m:-';:ud fectings w!
waorking ber auring the last few davs had
| wtirped her-deeply, avd the resolotion
old life bhad not bheen
th w“?p'! with
per to thisn on ng
dmoomfort which aew Lo bim.

not woflen him, and when Chrisiie

“~
»

bear it any longer. If you ware poor, 1 would | agree to ibnew ; forwm !
THE REMARKABLE SUCCESS

of this journal it haviag stiained
ton of its cisse in the world has
Lstorn, srengtien s Bagto-
e and oditors, snd give these o

PECIAL ATTRACTIONS
For 1873!

% Betsey. wa o wal
must go where | can take care of myself, 1 :‘:lnw w-u‘.

as Chiristic ealls it, snd we've
| h for one nighl” A
man quited the fSedd, worsted,

“There, here, dear. hev a gond ory,

about 1" Y.

e ma‘had away, for the
a

| of hor Jord and master,

think Unele don't ke you, He does, ouiy be | ;:,:.,:’zm‘;z :‘.‘

don't show i, and when your odd ways fel | Good wist, my dear

tronbled, for 1] be & lamb
Having kised the ofd hady,

i
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SERIAL S10RIES
By Distinguished Writers,

:

£
FAREARETFR Bido

Publishers bave arrs

fassoug wriva, o
n‘:nu ESH. Amotg e

LOUNA M, ALCOTT

Author of * Littie Women," *Little h,"‘ »
“ The Old Fashioped Gird” ote, ets.

" and her inheritanes & head.
pair of hends; aiso the dower

-
that soon melts

i

| Ber wew story, full of freed life and beauty.
d—dm!f-"‘"" m our Linstrsted

HARRIET BEECHER STOWE

| Author of ** Uncle Tom's Cabin," ** My Wife

and 1,"" ** Sam Lowson's Slovies,” elc., otc,

EDWARD EGGLESTON

Author of * The Hoovier School-Master,”
s The End of the World,

ROBERTSON GRAY,

hBervtofore kbown ok

S dr'm' 104 n.:aunlv. !
ternperament or prinsiple ont into
ppiness and hornaes for them.

their mistake tono Iate: the weakest lome their

hemaclvos; but the stronger
struzgle on, and, after danger and defoat, earn
at last the hest possession this waorld oan

it, rieh in selfknowlodge,

This wan the real
boart; this wan to be
and to this hapry
v brought by the
laber.

The ahove Seriols én Book form
would_cost dowble ovr swbscrimtion price,

schia mot commir= | A SPLENDID LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS
e |

poess. antroutied even br
v, had followel him out
| of the world, eaving her little child to the pro-
tecthon of ber heother.

Christie Jocked back over the lng, 1\

in the ol fSro-house, |
and church, and daoing her
| tasks with kind Agnt Betsey while & ol
| slowly growiny info gitfhood, with a w
| pomane © locked no in 2 heart hungry fur Jove

®he had tried to avprase this haneer in many
| wavs, bat found Htide help.  Her father's old
| books were all she could and
she wore out with mach reading
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