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WILD BEASTS GUARD HER

The Strange Protectors of a
Southern Woman's Home.

A Wildeat Ounce Saved Her Baby from -«
Strange Aulmal, and Then the Uas
Brought Her Family o Heslde
with Her.

Yesterday I rowed up to the mouth
of Little river, tied my skiff to the
root of a tree and walked slowly
toward a grove of oaks, in which there
is a small, white-washed cabin, w here
lives the pluckiest little woman n
Louisizna. When 1 reached the gate
and saw there as fine specimens
of wildeat as 1 ever saw in the
Joo sitting in a row on the steps,
and eving me with a “‘come-in-if-you-
dare” expression, my bump of brav-
yme nlmost flat, but my deter-
mination bump puffed up to my rescue,
and, steady ing my voice, 1 called loud-
ly. Mrs. DBenson  immediately  ap-
peared at the door, and seeing my
anxious face peering through the
fence, she fixed her gaze on the aTM-
mitls and pointing to the end of the
rallery, said firmly:

vMarch, boys; down quiet.” Then
turning to me she said with a smile:
“Lift the gale a8 wee bit: it hangs
heavy in wel weather, and come righe
in. Don’'t be afraid. They are harinless
as kittens when | speak to them. Now
take this chair, it’s the casiest in the
house. Here'sa fan, not very preity,
but gives a Food  wind, Won't you

ery be

talke off your hat and cool your head
while you're resting? Ah, there are
the babies How like young kittens
they are, only more shy. They play
soall day, but the mother knows you're
a stranger, and, being suspicions, is
too much concerned about the safety
of her y-:.ll-:m-.‘.\'vgua:-lmi children
to take part, as she unsually does, in
their sport. See how she watches vou
Pron't let it make you nervons  She is
only afraid. that's all. 1 am the only
one they know well, and they don’t

care to see anyone clse here 1 like to
watel them pinying. and you have no
idea how mupch company they ure to
me Queer taste? Well, 1 don't know.
Many people think so, but it doesni
seewn yueer Lo ne. Y ou see this is how
it came about, how I eame to be Jork-
ingly called: “The Wildeat Farmer.'
e diay during the summer of 55 1
went down to Uypress Girove, as | had
been doing for several weeks, to take
my husband’s dinner When the
swenther was favorable 1 earried our
latby, and then I'd stay and have a
long chat with Sam, and take my Lumne
about geiting home. But when I
thousrht ot unwise to take s onul.
why I'd lock up the house, huarry te
rrove atd back again, being afraid
to leave him alone tvo long (O the
day of which | speak the sun was ter-
ribly hot, with not a particle of
brecze. 1 didn’t dare take him ot ut
that time of day, and 1 was afraid w
leave him in a cluse room without any
tresh a1 opened one window half

wiy, and tied 1L S0, Kissed my sicepiliy

Ll

Lrry, locked the door, and hastened on
my way with Sam’s dinner. My hus-
band was in very poor health, but that
day was in such spirits that it cheered
me greatly, and | came home singing
at the top of my voice.

As | entered our gate such a secream
«time rent the
air. followed in guick succession by

as few hear during a |

thiree others equally terrible.  In ong
second 1 located the direction from
whiieh the souml canns, and thei 1t was
my turn to seream, but 1 conldu't. 1
had po voice 1o scereain W ith. I had no
breath, hardly. 1 was cold and par
alyvzed from head 1o foot.  In one cor-
per of the yvard was the sight that
nearly froze my blood. There wasa

strange ferocious-looking animal with

my bLaby; the skirt of lhis dress was in
his mouth, while the little fellow
dangled in the air In front of the
auimal was a wildcat I had seen

many of them since Living S0 ncar the
wookds, bunt this one was ununsui Iy
luarpe. Every time the animual would
tuke a step forward as thoush he 1b
tended Foing off with the baby the cat
would glide up against him, lash his
tail, erock his neck—a ceriain i
of theirs—and look as if he intended

v .
(SR TLELS

kithing bhim  that secoud And cach
time the auimal sereamed fearfully
The cat invanably barred  his way
Why b
was jealous of his prize and deter
wined to share it. I could aecount for
L s actions in 1o other way. 1 was

Jid so 1 don’t know, unless he

certain they were going to fight over
the baby.

—something had to be done, anddone
quickly, or I would se e my child torn
in two and eaten.  The thought made
me s wildas were the aunimals, almost.
I rushed in the house, grabbed the
shotrun, and, trembling lilce a leaf and
praying with every breath, fired
thironsh the window &at the animal
that had my baby. My aim was un-
steady, amd 1 only maimed him. 1t liad
the desired effect, thourh, for he
limped off as rapidly as he could, the
wildeat at full tilt after him, pounciug
on him every second. biting and
seratehing him, and the baby was
dropped on the ground. Ina moment
the baby was safe in my anns and 1 in
a fit of hysterics. The two animals
were just outside the varl and fizht-
ing in & way to wake one's flesh creep.
I'heir eries became faint, amnd then |
did not hear them again. I hugged
our boy and trembled the rest of the
day. My nerves were completely shat-
tered over the excitement Lyery mo-
ment 1 would draw my baby closer
and promise never to leave him again.
And | never did

“When Sam came home he examined
the trails. He knew those of the wild-
cat at once, but the others he had
never seen before. The {feel were as
long again as the cat's, but he did not
know just what animal it was, nor
cver had an opportunity of finding
ont. for the animal did not call again

wThe next morning, aboul nine
oelock, what should 1 see walking
around but the same wildeat as had
saved the baby the day before. He
was very bloody and, besides looking
as if hie had been in a terrific fight.a p-
ingf  CpeSia) anoj pue o1 I “spuiy
yioq Csaaangy Jaraq  JES) Ajuo fm
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peared to be half starved I was not
mistaken. I knew it was the same
cat. and. while his intentions might
have been the same as the other ani-
mal, 1 felt grateful to him for saving
my child. But for his repeatedls
barring the other’s way. which pre-
veuted his getting out of the vard b

i
and we'd never have known the f

of our babe. The thing looked so bad
I felt sorry for him and tossed a boue
out of the window He went for it

aur

fore 1 came, both would have goag.
X

and was gone in & minute, and the

pext morning he came back for an-

other bomne. which 1 gave him, with
scraps from the kitchen.

“He came without fail every morn-
ing ubout the same time, ate l_l.-- smnll
pit’-'l"- of bread and meat, and carried
the bone away with him He came so
regularly that | prepared his break-
fast early, put it in a plate and set it
near the fence where he came in, and
then I'd wateh for him. His morning
calls lasted for about two weeks, when
one morning, to my surprise, 1 saw
him comne out of the hollow tree In the
corner of our yvard. His impudence
frightened me a little and amused me
also. He came out, ate his breakfast,
or a part of it, and then made several
trips back to the tree, taking some-
thing in his mouth each time. Maost
of the day I watched to see what he
was sharing his meals with, bat did
not see or hear anything. That night,
however. after we had gone o our
room, Sam looked out through the
window and saw the old cat and two
young ones playing in the moonlight

“sShe had liked the place so well she

had moved her family there. Sam
laughed, and said we had three board-
ers. He felt toward the old catas ]
did, and we concluded to let her stay
awhile if they behaved. This they

did. Not once did they do anything
to cause us the least alarm. They be-
came more gentle every day, and
played over the yard like house cals

in a vear the young ones were as
larre as their mother, and the three
were glossy and fat They wonld run
up and down the gallery for
at a time, and never pay tae

tention to the baby, who was
toddling around

*Not long after this my huashand
died. and in less than six months jater
our boy joined his papa. | was almost
in despair as to whal I should do On
account of his ill-health we had man-
aged to put by only a little for a rainy
-’la._\ 1 had no relatives to o W be-
sides 1 couldn’t leave our home. 1
came here as a bride, our baby was
born here. a good many vears of hap
piness were spent under the r of of

"

this little cabin. In spite of the

do you Know thal now nevera
‘possum, mink, stray cit or any thin

man or beast., enters this yard at an}
Lime.

“*The wildeats, t i one 1've ha
so long and her two children. keep
them all away. They are better 1o
far than the best watch dogs o 19
f'»lll-‘! Before thl“\ ook up their
residence here and became our pels,
something could be heand prowlog
around every night. And not oualy
that, but making off with a duck or
chicken in his mouth. Now mnot

of the kind ever happens  They
come around, but are met or fripr

away before they ever gel i the

yvard. And Christmas week every ¥

.
- '3
i

1 bring home from market a smail
tune from the sale of my turkeys,
chickensand ducks.a number of which,
besides eggs, 1 dispose of readily all
during the yvear.

“Onee in awhile 8 chicken-hawl
swoops down upon some nnsuspecting
fowl hut that isn"t often, and is the only
thing that ever gels aaead of the cals
| was surprised a wieek aro by =eein
my old petcat had an addition to

family. It had been so lonzx since her
babies were born | did not think she'd
have any more. But there thes
two fine little fellows, as youa see

Well. three were enongh but I shall not
complain or interfere with her keep
ingr the othertwo. 1 don't know what
1 should do without them There's
one thing sure, I coukin’t live here
alone nor meet with any success with
fowl-raising. They are unegualed as
a guard.”

When 1 left 1 was escorted tothe
gate by Mrs. Benson and two of the
ecats. who walked along slowly at her
feet, their tails under them amd as
meek and docile as any dog | eversaw
The old cat stayed on the gallery. still
eying me uncasily, as she had Jdone

all along. But the moment 1 was out
of the vard she was relieved, and gave
expression thereto by leaping off the

gallery and tearing like mad over the
yvard, her two babies after her A
wilder romp | never saw than these
gve cats—for the others joined them a
moment later—enjoyed. As I pushed
the skiff out and picked up the oars I
glanced back at the small cabin and
smiled with admiration at the little
widow who has lived for nearly five
yeurs miles from a living person, sup

ported herself micely, and her protect-

ors wildeats Peterson (La.) Corre-
spondence St Louis Republie.

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES.

TueE architect of the Woman's buaild-
ing of the Cotton States exposition. o
be held in Atlanta, Gi., next year, is to
be Miss Elise Mereur., of Pitt <hurrh.

T }‘T""‘\:""nl'\ of the colleges in
Indiana, at a meeling held at Ind
olis, decided to pr vhibit
football games heneeforth Exhibition
sports of any kind omnly w il1 be allowed

Tuen
war of 1812 on the roll of the pensi
office, of whom fifteen are one huz

intercoll

- are forty-five survivors of the

or more years oli. There are twelve
pensioners of the revolutionary wiar,
but they are all widows,

Tue pope recently guve orders for the
construction of his tomb. I'rof. Lne-
chetti is to attend o the architectur

part, and Eugenio Maccazniwill be the
seulptor. The tomb will be in the
basilica. Santa Maria Magziore. Pius

V1. was the last pope buricd there.

CYCLING PROVERBS.

PorrreNess is like o pnenmatic tire,
as it eases many a jolt in the journey of
life.

Tue world, like a bievele, would scon

come to a stop, if it were not for the

vr:mi.e-.
Orgr lives are like roads. Some are

and some are all ups and downs.

A PLEASANT disposition. like the ol
in a bicycle bearing. reduces friction
and prevents a world of wear and tear.
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