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Discosered n shortage

ATLANTA, Febh 6 —The county com-
missioners of e Kalb have discovered
an apparent shortage of $16,920 1n the
aceounts of ex-Treasarer J A, Mason of
thut county  Mason had been treasurer
of the county for many successive
terms ap to the last election, when he
was defeated Soon after his defeat his
house was partly destroyed by fire and
the books of his office badly damagel.
This has made the investigation a tedious
one.  Mason is well-to-do and will make
good the shoartage

Gold Found Ia Siberin
St Peters<evrc, Feb, 6. —The Sibe-
Tian newspapers annoance the discovery
of rich and extensive gold fislds along
the upper reaches of the River Nevs,
Nina and Uibat, in the proviuce of Veu-

iseisk, East Siberia.

WOUMEN WHO WRITE.

A Delightful ¢ omparative stady with the
Worating slan.

When & man writes he wants pomp

and  circmnstanee and  eternal  space
from which to draw It he writes at
Thentnie sayvs the  Boston \dvertiser,
T Thasead it -Tll-.‘. or a library, amd he

thils Thies KHa ard the kevihol
Jren it er o that no one can disturb

i s tinished produets are of much
IR ST TR tor it for o time, lwe
the

orbit=s or the sunsiiane

inecls  have not

Maney because he

Acqguired 4 new I
Lizs written something by o ¢astiron

[ TTR# FENTY |

A woman picks up some seraps of a
copvioak or the back of o pattern,
~hirpens her e il with the scissors or
gunitws the end sharper.  She takes an
oddd preoerraphy, tueks her fool under
her, sucks her pencil periodically and
privluees literature

She can write with Genevieve ponnd-
e oul her exercises on the pinno,
with Marv buzzing over her history
lesson for to-morrow, Tommy teasing
thie baby, amd the baby pulling the
entls tall. The domestic comes amd

gt o for dirccetions and sapplies, but
the course of true love runs on, the

and win, amd the villains

kill and die among the most eoammmon-
place surroundings

A\ muan's best efforts, falling short of
Fenins, are apt to be stilted, bat the
womnan who writes will often, with the
stump of o pencil and amid the distrac-

s above mentioned, produace a ten
der bit of a pocin, 3 dramabie situation
Jrapre 'II' uin-m-riph-n: that. though
v rave, lives on, travels throuageh

the exchanges and finds a place in
the serapbooks of the wen and women
who know a good thing when they see
whecher there isa well-known name

st Lo 1t O Dot

Napoleon's Opinlon of Love,
During the period when Napoleon was
iment at Auxonne. as lica-
leryv, he devoted much of

with his re

tenant of artl
his spare time to anthorship. e wrote
two short pieces, one a ““Dialogae
on Love.” amnd the other “Refloetions
on the State of Nature o Prof. Wil-
Liam M. Sloane, in his new Life of Na-
perlisom T ogquotes the folloswing inter-
pstine extranet from the former in the
Centuryv: 1 too was onee in love,” he
cavs of himself. It eould pot well bave
been in Ajaccio, and it must have been
the memories of the old Valence, of a
pleasant existence now ended, which
l-':l:ln‘ 'i {' lr“rl lil - ‘l“l"f‘l: l.'l'llr!“"‘}"'l. Il
was the future Napoleon who was pre-

saeedd in the antithesis. 1 go further

than the denial of its existence; | be-

lieve it hurtful to society, to the indi-

vidoal welfare of men.”

A llrd'p-].-hl Schemae.

“Yours is a perplexing case,” said
the oculist. *“You call red ‘purple’
and referred to Nile green as *Turkey
red.'™

“Yes," replied the visitor with a con-
tented smile, 1 guess | was born that
wav.”

“It's the most apggravated case of
color blindness I ever encountered in
my llr!‘!‘t"h‘-ilillill t"\]h-l’ii'lh'l'."

“That's it. 1 want you to write me
out a stutéement to that effect. Never
mind what the fee is You see my
wife has a lot of samples she wants
matched, and she'll ask me to take the
Job some time next week, sure.”

And then the oculist had his sus
picious. — Washington Star.
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GOD'S CARE.
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A FALSE MASCOT.

BY GWENDOLEN OVERTON,
King was giving a dinner in honor
of his promotion. e was first lien-
tenant now, and had a fair chance of
g off some of his debts. Not that
wis & young man of particularly
extravagant habits; but a second lieua-

tenant, be he married or single, is
alwuys more or less in debt He is ¢x-
pected and forced by an unwritten law
Lo make quite as good a showing as his
colonel and te keep up quite as much
of an appearance.

The dinner was a little unigue. Al
the officers were to leave atone o'elog
that morning on a scout. They were
in their field clothes, at Kings's re
quest, and had already the rough. un-
shaven look of men able and willing
to do or dare anyvthing. In the hall of
King's bachelor quarters their felt
stonting hats hang on the rack: on the
porches of their own houses their mess-
kits, ready packed, stood waiting to
be strapped upon the mules; their
clothing and bedding, wrapped in
shelter-tents and ponchos, were beside

the clhiests,

Here in the dining-room—lighted by
a lamp which King had admired while
on lvave, and had gone a month into
debt to buy, and another which, in
Bt of economy, he had obtained from
the gquartermaster, and which hung in
uncompromising  uagliness over the
table —sat a company of twelve

Women in evening-gowns, strangely
beauntiful and modish in contrast to
their surroundinegs, and men in uni
forms wvery shiny at the seams, blue
flannel shirts and top-boots: they were
cavalryvmen, and belonged to King's
regiment.  Their gayety was not that
of prisoners just before execution, al
though there was the chanee that any-
one, or possibly all, of them might
never come back alive; but when one

has become used to going off every
spring, amnd sometimes every antumn,
Lo chase—how often in vain!—the wily
red man, one ceases to consider the
possilnlities of the outcome, and be-
sides it is not often that officers are
killed in Indian fights: there is fre-
quentiy a pretty animated exchange
of bullets, but the death list is not
heavy

Howbeit, there are exceptions to
the rule. So these men, each one
umder a possible sentence of death,
nid these women, each one, perchance

to say goond-by forever.to the man s

her side, talked and laoggrhed in gtrer
earclessness, findinge only an  added
zest in the rongh clothine of the men,
and a little decper interest in the
plans they were laying for their camps
and their diseussions of the contents
of the mess-chests

The dinuer did not go off without a
hiteh: that was handly to be expected
in this far-off part of the worlkl, a
hundred or more miles from the near-
est railroad, dependent on a commis-

sary department ansd a sutler’s for its
supplies: tut nothing mattered and

nothing was noticed,

Alfter a time they all rose and went
ont on the porch, where the men
smoked their cigars They had no
staved at the table and sent the
women into the parlor this time
They were army officers and preferred
thewr feminine friends to their to
bacco, and vach one was rlad to irnore

. custom which made it the proper
thing to deprive himsell of the women
for even so short a time: they were
lad of the excuse which the comines
parting gave them of making the most
of the few remaining hours,

The night was dully dark, the out-
lines of the foothills and the moun-
tains bevowd them could not be seen,
but a flicker of lipht in the distance,
from some Indian siroal fires, told
where they were Cayoles wers howl-
ing up by the graveyard, there wasa
sound of preparation in the barracks
and occasionally the neigh of a horse
at the stables

The sergeant of the guard ealled ont
“ten o'clock,” and the officers made a
movement to get their hats; there was
still mueh to be done before the night
march commenced. King sat on the
railing of the ol weh, talking to a wom-
an leaning against a post e eould
not see her, but knew that her beauti-
ful face was there close to his

That was enough. He was askinge
for a promise before he should start
off into the heavy darkness across
the plains. But the woman hal no
wish to promise; she enjoyed King's
uncertainty far too much;: it would
have been commonplace to have been
engaced-—she had discovered that on
previous occasions—but to have him
for a suitor would not be so bad; he
was handsome, manly, brave and her
abject slave. DBesides, if she were to
bind herseif she felt that this time,
with this man, she would have to keep
her word.

She laughed slowly as he continuned
to beg the promise. “*I'll tell you what
'l do; 1 will give you the next best
thing to me —a picture of myself. 1
amalways a mascot; my picture will
be more of one. | will give it to yon
when you start; of course, we''l all be
there to see you off. Now, remember,"”
she went on, waxing eloguent as the
charm of her idea grew upon her, and
speaking with conviction—"‘remember
that wherever vou may go. in what-
ever peril you may be, whoever shall
threaten or warn you, you need have
no fear; if 1 were there in person |
would be exempt from danger: so my
picture—my other me—will also be,
and if it is with you no harm cap
come near.”

— e e e =

And King had to be content. There
was no time to say more, for the men
were leaving and orderlies passing
backward and forward.

Through the sightless darkness
King walked home with the girl and
caugrht no glimpse of the face he
kissed so tenderly at parting. Ount of
the blackness a hand he could not see
rested on his; up from the pulf of the
night two lips were raised to his: then
he turned and walked back to his
quarters, lit a cigar, and gave his
striker orders concer ning the disposal
of his scouting outfit

In the silence of midnight the troops
rode awayv. The tramp of their horse s,
the muffled clanking of their accon-
trements could be heard. but not a
thing s¢en save the b raing points of
light from the officers’ cirarettes. The
signal fires of the Indians Asshed
and wentout on the mountains. There
were no burrle calls, no lond orders
even, for the enemy had its spies lurk-
ing behind every mes quite-bush, glid
ing beside every trail

In front of the commanding officer's.
the officers halted before they started
off; the women, still in th--ir'--vvu:u:
gowns, crowidel around them to sas
;_'n--nl-h_‘( They could recognize faces
ouly when the lizht from the eom-
mandant’s windows fell upon them,
beyvond that all was darlk

King waited for the maseot that had
been promised him, and was despair-
ing, when he felt something hard
slipped between his fingers and heard
a voice, whieh seemed to come out of
the inky air, murmur: “Adios."

‘Adios.” he answered, and followed
the sound of the hooufs of his captain’s
horse.

In the midst of the chaparral, trot-
ting slowly along with the column, he
struck a match and looked st the bit
of pastebourd in his hand. The light
wias uncertain, but he could make ont
a head and neck, and the eves seemed
to glitter. Then a gust of wind blew
out the match, and a coyote yelped
near Ly.

The rations were almost out. and
orders were to return to the post for

fresh supplies. King was happy at
the prospeet, naturally. He drew out
his maseot from time to time and

looked at the bennt iful face thereon,
the lips half parted, the eves glancing

from under heawy ;ir:-h it was ounlva
head, with masses of fluffy hair fading
into the shaded bac n.‘-‘l‘nulnl but it
was beautiful, perfect

The twilicht ecame on Thn-\' hiad
marched all the afternoon: thes Wers
1

weary of chasing phantoms, of

sty
ing useless truails 1 in':. [.':l'\‘vt'-i through
a pine forest and the darkness deep
ened.

A ¢reek at the bottom of a gully
flowed along in the shadow of 1
pines. The column went down to it
listening to the sound of the rippling
water All else was quict Suidiien
nu vue Spoke, Fhie black w ings of the
pines, like a shadow of doom, lay over
the Lroaps.

A crack, a hiss, a bullet striliing
through flesh, a startled IR T i T35
orders rinsing on the air in the midst
of the shots, then the soldiers returued
the fire of their unseen foes On 2))
sides they were surrounided. but tis
gully was wide esough for a littl
maneavering: the men got under ti
shelterof an :ahl"ul)l rising of th

Ik
and had only to defend themselves
from thiree sides.

They were badly frichtened—not as
cowards, but as men who are fond o
life and mean to sell it dearly. It wa
an ugly position, and not a few fell
face downward in the dancing moun-

tain stream The only person wio
seemed  completely 1o ignore the
danger was King. A cigarette be-

tween his teeth, he strolled, with ap-
parently utter ecarelessness, up aul
down gnder cover of the bullets of his
men and in full range of the Indians
hidden I.ﬂ.l above behind the tree
trunks

Some way the thought of the mascot
under his coat gave him a sense of
Security He heard again the sound
of the wvoiee which saul to him from
the darkness: “If my picture is witn
yvou, no harm can come near.” He felt
arain the touch of the phantom-ii
hand, the warmth of the lips ne conld
nol see,

There was a sharp pain in his breast
He gave a little erv and fell, his fair
head half buried in the pine-necdles

The girl, when she heard of it from
the dust-stained courier, grew uneass
She was afraid that bher picture !lli;_'l.it
be found on the body, and that the
wan she had promised to marry —the
muddle-aged colonel, who had great
ideas of her constancy—might hear of
it.

But he did not. There was a photo-
graph found in King's pocket, but the
bullet had plowed right throurh the
face, and it was so smeared with bloomd

as to be unrecognizable. It was sent
back east to his family. —San Francisco
Argonaut.

FUNERAL NOTES.

Tae Roman catacombs were origin-
ally gquarries. It is believed that some
of them longe: antedate the foundation
of the city. In course of time they be-
came S0 extensive that the whaole capi-
tal was nndermined.

MANY nations have followed the prac-
tice of placing a coin in the mouth of
the deceased to pay his WALV across the
river that encircles Hades. Generally
a coin of small valoe was deemed sufli-
cient for this purpose.

A THIBETAN tribe keeps a regular
watch over the cemeteries, and the
duty of the guard is to pray alond
whenever he sees o meteor. The belief
is that the shooting stars are evil spir-
its in search of the souls of the dead.

THERE are over sixty catacombs
known to exist in Rome or its immedi-
ate vicinity. The entire length of the
passages that have been measured is
five hundred and eighty miles, and it is
estimated that from six million to fif-
teen million dead are there interred.

-
No Law Agninst It

A prisoner in India recently. on be-
ing released, revenged himself on the
assistant commissioner whoe had sen-
tenced him by entting off one-half of
his mustache while he was sleeping
out of doors on a hot night. It was
then found that there was no way of
punishing him under the penal code
for, while cutting the hair of a native
is punishuble as dishonoring the per-
son, there is no such provision for
Englishmen, and the bodily harm done
was too slight to be considersd an
offense.
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