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descending from the summit of a hard-
ly-attained peak. There is only one
way of getting up. The steady tramp
up the zigzagy paths to the hut, the
shady way throngh the pine forest, and
the arrival at the Clubhutte, are all in-
r"-tunu which come into every moun-
taineer's experience. The sardine sap-
per or the snowstorm which lasts for
two days may not happen to every-
body, but there are, at any rate—com-
mon to all who climb—the start by
lamplight and the consequent use of
bad languwage over broken shins, Such
experiences everyvone has togo through.
[Further on. each monntain has its own
characteristicss. Therve may be a sue-
cession of f‘-l"lnnl-. rock t'l'lllllﬂ\. or a
few hours’ step-cuatting across an ice
coulofr, or over the top of a hard arete
In this respect an infinite variety is |
presented to the climber; but, after |
all, every peak has to be conguered by
steady work with head, foot and arm.
But with regard to the descent, as I
have said before, there is a variety of
ways. A man may come down with |
the aid of his rope and his own strong
limbs. He may unceremoniously be
bundled off his led ge and come down a
few thousand fm t lower—certainly
without a stop, but, to say the least of
it, in rather a dilapidated condition.
He may, too, find bhimself obliged to
descend with unnecedsary velocity by a
brute of a stone that detaches itself
from above and plonges its way—with
him as a companion—into the glacier
below. Then there is the bardly less
pleasant mandere de deacendre when he |
finds the snow througzh which he is
plunging suddenly loosen itself and go
rolling and roaring into the depths be-
low, bhearing on its crest or in its midst
the unhappy people who had put their |

feet npon its treacherous surface. This |
last has been my experience, and,
though certainly not nnique, is uncom-

mon enoagrh for re'ation.
It was some ume ago that I found
myself in company with two friends at
that pleasant and agreeable mountain- |
eering eenter — Grindelwald.  Sur-
rounded by peaks above us, and equaily |
surrounded by heavily-booted moun-
taineers, it was small wonder that we
soon fell into the prevailing enthu-
siasm, and were not satisfied until we
had engaged oonr guides and made all
arrnngemoents for the ascent of the
Wetterhorn—that mountain that fis |
to the mountaineer what Cwmsar’s
Gallic war to the elassic. The |
weather was bad. There could be no |
doubt sbont thht But guides have a
vivid imagination, and ours saw in Lthe
sky Indientions of fine weather that, 1
must eonfess, none of us could per-
ecive. But it mattered little to as
long as our bearded conductors
thought we might make a start. They
said that it might “go™ =*it” was the
mountain, not the weather—and so we
went too.
Arrived at the
same weather prevailed,

is

us

Gleckstein huat, the
Dark clouds,

smart showers every now and again,
amd in the far distance a flash or two
of lightningz, did not make us mnueh

easier in our minds. I had already, a
year before, gained the summit of the
Wetterhorn, and so had not the same
anxiety and eagerness as my comrades
to mount in spite of wind and weanther.
But the yonng are proverbially foolish,
and st foar the next morning we were
all off in the highest state of joy and
excitement, having made the single
proviso that we should not mount by
the couloir, which in that weather
would have been particularly danger-
ons,

It was uninteresting worle, the tramp
from the hut to the first snow. Now
and agrain the clouds cleared away and
discovered Grindwald already gay
with its flags—for the railway wasto
be opened that day. But such glimpses
were few and far between. Nothiog
but the black mist and the oozy grass
could be seen. Sometimes the leading
guide told us to be carcful not to kick

our shins against projecting rocks, or
utter a deep curse at the weather. But
we—as obedient as Ulysses’ erew—

plodded on without a word, and looked
in vain for the promised change in the
ladened blackness of the mist. But
not a rift appeared in the enveloping
pall,. A continued and monotonous
darkness was around us, and when we
were roped together we—I h[)(‘:l.'-( for
ourselves and not oar guides, of course
—had no more idea of where we were
than a benighted Englishman on a
Seotch moor.

Our intention had been to *“*traverse” |
the mountain and descend on Rosenlani,
and so when we eame toa kind of ice
fall our head guide did not ent very big
steps, but simply satisfied himself with
providing us with footholds sufficient
for the ascent. This work of euntting
steps was long. The particles of ice that
were flying from the iee ax of the
guide were wost ingenious in finding
their way down our necks and dissolv-
ing themselves between our shirts and
our skins. As the guide said himself,
you must be a mountaineer to really
enjoy such littie incidents.

When » we were on the top of |
this slope of ice the guides ealled a halt
and we opened the sacks toeat. 1 no-
ticed in one of our sacks a stick about
two feet in length, and attached to it a
huge red flag. On inguiry 1 found that
it was intended to do the double duty
of marking the first aseent of the year
as well as that of doing honor to the
fete in Grindelwald, which was being
held that duy on the occasion of the. |

our way, when we heard a erack and a
hiss; and withont a warning found our-
selves rolling and tumbling on the erest
of an avalanche. 1 can only speak of
my own feelings at the time. I remem-
ber thinking to myself: “Well, we are
all done for now,” and at the same time
I had a bitter feeling of regret for hav-
ing persisted in our attempt in spite of
the bad weather. The first effect of
the avalanche was to throw me on my
back and to earry me head downwards
some twenty yvards. Then by a great
effort I managed to turn myself round
and get on the top of the moving mass.
I saw Andreas—the leading guice—but
a few feet from me, and 1 pereeived too
that he was in great pain, for his face
was contorted with agony and he was
groaning. I had this view but fora
few seconds, for I was onece again
turned upside down and my head was
buried in the snow. 1 had often heard
that in great crises of danger little
things remain impressed npon the mind
that one would think would not even
be noticed. I remember that in the
rongh and tumble of the avalanche the
clastic of my “goggles,” or snow spec-
tacles, became undone, and | remember
equally well being determined not to
lose them. I grasped them tightly and
never let go of them during the whole
of this ride on and in the avalanche, It
is useless, of course, to deny that I was

in a most terrible *“funk™ all the
time and heartily wished either
for a stoppage or a quick death. All the

previous accounts that 1 had read of
avalanche adventures passea tnrough
my brain, and [ had the horrible re-
membrance that death generally re-
sulted either from suffocation or from

the pressure of the mass when it
stopped. 1 looked forward, therefore,
to death in any case, but 1 hoped
and prayed it would come to
me by the pressure of the snow
rather than by suffocation. But,
of course, these thoughts flashed

through my head like lightning. and
when next I came to the suriace 1 per-
eeived that the mass was slowing up in
front, and the death T anticipated
seemed to be near at hand. Bot it was
not to be, Inckily for me. The mass
3Lq_1ppetl, as it were, altogether, and
there must have been but little pres-
sure. The front guide seemod to suffer
a little, for he gave an extra big groan
and then all was quiet. As soon as ]
could extricate my legs from the mass
of snow 1 locked around, and was very
thankfal and glad to see my compan-
ions all above us—all safe and sound,
but left in rather a heap by the ava-
lanche. 1 need hardly say how quickly
a run was made to the brandy bottle,
and how we refreshed ourselves and
drew fresh courage from it. Nor did
we delay. Gathering up our things, we
fairly rushed down the rest of the snow
slope, the guide throwing away with a
deep German curse the flag and stick
lie had brought np to commemorate the
first ascent of the Wetterhorn. We
came down the ice-fall in double quick
time, expecting it to be swept every
moment by another avalanche. Once
in safety away from the snow, we burst
into words, and each recounted his own
experiences in his first and—it is to be
hoped—his last ride with an avalanche.
—Pall Mall Budget.

ROTHSCHILD IN DISGUISE.

How the l’n“ru-.:-_va Were HRebuked
One Main -.alned Fame.

“I was the lion of the day once in my
life,” said Sam Davis the other night, as
he sat with Judee Beatty and a purty
of friends at the Palace hotel, San Fran-
cisco. 1 was onny way !rnm Oyrden
to San Francisco in the days when the
porter had the run of the siceping cars,
and we had a lot of eastern tourists
aboard. My berth was near the rear,
and when the porter reached me he was
mad. The largest tip he bad reeecived
was a nickel, and in some cases he had
been given one and two-eent pieces. 1
had paid for one night, and when he ap-
proached me T said:

* By the way, are you the man who
blacked my boots?®

“Yes, boss”

* “Thot was a n{m- job, and here is

and

three ¢l l;.Ar- for you.'
“When he had passed on a Maine
man sii | over eautionsly and asked

me condidentially if that was the usual

tip.
“ “Tip!" I exclaimed; ‘no, sir, I was
simply paying for services rendered.”

“Ihe fact was I had simply paid for
my berth, and had given the porter
nothing. As a result the information
sproad tl.nm;,'h the car and the porter
reaped a harvest. A few moments later
I strolled into the smoking room and
the porter said: ‘That was a good re-
Luke you administered. boss. It shan’t
cost you a cent to get w “Frisco. Tl
just tell "em you're one of the Roths-
childs traveling in disguise.’

“The word was passed and in a few
minutes [ was famous. Every atten-
tina was shown me, and when I reached
Lore I was burdened with all sorts of
tavitations.™

Freneh Ingenulty.

An ingenious advertising dodge is to
be found in Paris.  Small-pointed papoer
bayrs, something like those grocers twist
up, have been noticed on the pavements,
These, when opened, have becun found
to be handbills, which would never
have attracted any notice unless eurios-
ity had prompted somebody to look and
see whether there could be anything in
these old serews of papers,

|
|
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AVILION.

“1 am going o loug way
To the island valley Avilion,
Where falls not huail, or ruin, or any snow;
Where [ will heal me of my gricvous wound.™
—Morte " Arthar,

We seek that island of the blest,

Where zil things breathe of perfoct rest.
Fearl « { the ccoan’s mysteries,

Fur. far from kere, ‘neath summer skies,
Ambd unsounded seas it lies,

Deep in the golden gleaming west,

There never blast of hunter's born

Along the shadowy glens i horne:

There never ccholug war-note swells,

But lHlies droop their shintor bells

Ia silent felds and dewy dells,

Where slow streams murmur night and mormn.

There never care the slumberer frets,
The sounl its weight of woo forgoets:
Doep is the couch the mosses spread,
Fit fur a weary monarch’'s bod;

The pillow tor Kinz Arthur’s Lead

1s all of clustered viclels,

Low is the surf upon the shore,

Soft the cloud-shadow’s drifiing o'er.
Here, storms across 1ife’s «cean blow
And billows toss us to and fro;

Ah thither, thither lot as= go,

And find repose [orevermore.

Where golden-bearted suns-ts Aream
On slumbrous poo. and glill ¢ stream;
Where grass is lnsh a=ud winds are low,
And shadows tilcker 1o aud (o,

And all the eares we Daed To know
Like youth’'s forgotten fancies seem.

Nay, sall you east of sail you west,
The (sle shall never groct your quest S
¥ tv, OVUPW IOUZNT

With mbehty tolls, ame th:thor brought,
And (nd the boun of rest cosought—
God's last and greatest boon of rest.

r only heros

il doth bind,

ck It sl.all not And.
ranvas 10 the breeze
And steer, forgetting dreamns of ease,
Right onward through the unkoown seas;
Sowme day o pause of wave and wind,

A spell the falry §
That those who se
Then spread the ¢

After Jong stress of storm and gale,
By sun lght clear or mo gut pale,
Al morn or ove, ‘neath unkaown skies,
Wey belnro our «yea
The isle's enchuntod shores arise,
And drop the auch 1, furl the sall
—Allce Stone Blackwell, in N. 0. Times-Demo-
cral

TINY SKILLED WORKERS.

Marvelous Accomplishmenta of
Some Spiders.

il ne

Though Not Attractive ln Appearance
They Command Admiration for Thelr
Almest Incredible L hicevements—
Fuiry-Like Facls.

The best known mechanies of the in-
sect world are the bees and ants,
wasps and hornets, all of shich are
very skillfnl in cooperative house buoild-
but it is only of late that people
wmve begun to look at the spuders and
to find ont that, urly as they arc, and
mlovable and selfish even amonr them-

Lagrs

elves, they are wonderiully skill-
ial little workmen in several trades
How many more trades 2 longer ob-
servation will discover wo cannot
ruess, but already it is known that
there are masons, teat bailders, bal-
loom and diving-h-1l malkers, and
waterproof-silk manufnctarers, be-

sides the common web-weavers whach
we all know.

The mason spider, untortunately for
some other insects, does not earn his
living by his trade, although no one
can deny that he isa *‘skilled laborer.™
Buat he does not devote himself cntire-
.y to his useful calling; in fact, he
makes itsubservient to his better liked,
if less innocent occupation, that of a
highway robiber.

Like any other bandit the mason
spider finds it necessary for his sufety
to spend much of his time in hiding; so
he excavates for himself a cave, not
very wide but from one to two feet in
ength, sometimes running downward
in A more or slanting direction,
and sometimes on a level As he is
iaxurions in  his tastes —like many
another highwayman—nothing less
will please him than silken-hangings
for his retrest. -Like nearly all others
of his family, he is by natore a silk-
spinner, and it is with silk of his own
spinning and weaving that he so beau-
titully lines the entire length of his
cave.

After the silken hangingsare finished
to his satisfaction, he proeeeds to a la-
bor which reguires all his skill, both as
a mason and a silk weaver, and that is
the trap door which is to close and hide
his retreat.

For this purpose he first spins a web
exactly covering the mouth of the cave,
but attached to it only on one side.
Over this web, which though so very
fine is also very strong, he places an
extremely thin layer of earth; then
over this he weaves another web, and
azain puts on a layer of earth, and so
on, layer after layer of alternate silken
web and earth, cementing all together
with a strong ecement of his own pre-
paring, antil the door is thick and firm
encugh to answer his purpose. Of
course the part of the web which is at-
tached to the side of the cave forms the
hinge to the door. In most cases the

puder leaves open the door to his re-
treat when be is out of it, only shut-
ting it when he seeks safety within,
and opening it easily by pushing it up
irom the inside when he wishes to get
out

But there are some of these cunning
workmen who wish to sccure their
caves from possible capture while they
wre absent; so these extend the silken
tayers of the lid on the hinge side in

ach a way as to form a sort of handle

v lever, just above the hinge. Having
done this they can let the door or lid
full shut after they have passed
through, and when they wish to re-
cnter they have only to press back upon
the lever, thus opening the door. As
the outside layer of this door is of
earth, the robber-mason-spider’s con-

less

coalment is complete, for the most prac-

ticed eye can hardly, by the most dili-

' rent search, discover the door so in-

genionsly made.  This curious spider is
{ound in several places, but his habits
have been observed chicily on the Is-
land of Zante, in the Mediterrancan sea.

The tent-building spider is called by
naturalists Clothe Dwurandii. To form
the fairy-like tent in which it lives and
raises its young, it first weaves a tiny,
silken shect with seven or eight sides,
which form so many angles, to which
are attached the slender silken ropes
which hold the tent to the surface of
the ground. fine are the silken
sheets that several of them, laid closely
upon each other, are required to make
the tent strong enough to resist the
rain and protect those under the shelter
of the tent. As the spider must protect
its young from other enemies than the

. weather it has cunningly contrived

S

that the different layers of the tent
shall form a Inbyrinth through which
it alone ¢an find its way. To do this
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