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vig itly. The

lars in his poclet, and twenty

omach of a h

speculative turn of mind. and he went
Iware dealer who hod been an
itance of his father in New Ded-
ford, and proposed that he let b take
a cargoof hob-nails, shovels, pi" k-mxes,
washing-pans, ete., into the mining
districts and sell them on commission.
I'he hamdware merchant fell in with the
idea, and a few days lator AMills started
out for the mines with a half dozen
poack mules loaded with articles that
would be of use to minerss The vent-
ure was a success. The articlea sald
readily.and the margin on them swas
wide. In a few months Mills had
cleared enough money to enable him to
buy an interest in the establishment of
the man who had given him the start,
amndd they did business together for two
years, when Mills became restless, and,
selling out his Interest to his partner,
he started for the mines with £4,000 in
his pocket. He stopped at Frazer's
camp, then one of the most prosperous
mining camps, and being of a convivial
nuture, he livad a happy, careless exist-
ence until his moncy was exhaunsted.
During Mills® stay in California he had
become possessad with a passion for
ganmbling, and whether with eards or
dice, the reckless manner in which he
played made him a conspicuous figure in
the wild communities that sprang up
among the Sierra Nevadas in those early
days. As a comsequence of his reck-
lesaness he gambled with varying fort-
une, until at last the game got the
best of him, and he found himself pen-
niless.

But he possessed a lively spirit, and
with pick and pan he set out for the
wliggin's™ on a prospecting tour. Good
fortune attended him, and one day,
while bending over aspring of water
m a remote canyon, he noticed some
[..'lj.lh'l"i.ﬂg pilf’.\"in."' at the bottom. I1e
scooped up some of the sand, washed it
ont, and found that he had tumbled
vpon a rich placer deposit.  ITe staked
ont iis claim, worked a week and went
back to the camp with a pouch filled
with gold dust.

Onece more the cards and dice went
agunst him. He found himself money-
le¢ss and he returned to Lis diggings in
the canyon to replenish hiz porse.. The
astonishing amonnt of dust that Mills
had brought back to the camp with him
u_ft-'-r an absence of but one week ex-
cited eonsideralile comMent among his
rsoeintes, and when he returned to his
claim he was followed by a couple of
men, hired spics of a mam who reproe-
sented & syndicate of  English capi-

ose days in San Fraanecisco
short way towarnd lin-

Ithy man or
s baclk. Bnt Millswas of o

once met some perch-like fishes travel-
ing along a hot and dusty gravel roasd
st midday. Humboldt saw a species of
dorus leaping over the dry groand, sup-
ported by its pactoral fins: and he was
old of nnother spocimen that had
mbed a Lillock twenty feet in height
A French naturalist pat «d in the
snsactions of the Linnman Society
of Normandy,” 1843, an acconnt of his
observations on the ambulatory move-
ments of the purnand at the bottom of
the sea.  [le observed theses movements
in one of the artiflcial sca-ponds or fish-
ing-traps, surroundedd by nets, on the
shore of Normandy.

e saw a score of gumanrds ¢lose their
fins agninst their sides like the wings
of a fly in repose, nud, without any
movement of their tails, walle along
the bottom by means of six free rays,
thiree on each pectoral fin, which they
pluced snecessively on the ground

They moved rapidly forward and
baclkward, to the right and left, grop-
ing in all directions with these rays, as
if in search of small crabs. Their great
heads and bodies seemed tothrow hard-
ly any weight on the slender rays, or
feet, being suspended in water, and
having their weight further diminished
by their swimming bladders.

Yhen the naturalist moved in the
water the fish swam away rapidly to
the extremity of the pond; when he
stood still thoy resumed their walking
and came between his legs.

On dissection the three anterior rays
on ench pectors]l fin are found to be
snpported each with a strong muscular

apparatas to direct its movements, |

apart from the muscles that are con-
nected with the smaller rays of the
pectoral fin.—Youth's Companion.

Mora! Reform o Chinn

The moral reformer of China is the
“Provincial Tressurer of Sooctow.” Ile
has issued a proclamation commanding
wanagers of theaters in Shanghai 1o de-
sit from the representation of immoral
plays. Restaurants and other places of
ruklie interest must discontinue em-

ploying female performers.  “lmmoral |

plays.” the Provincial Treasurer says,
“excite the female mind, and sometimes
lead women to imitate the wicked ac-
tions porirayed on the stage.” Because
theaters “have heen established so long
that it would be impessible to wean the
public mind from them so far as to per-
wit of abclishing them,™ all that can ho
done is to purge them from their “sen-
sational, degrading and licentious”
dramas.

Jastice to a Pecrless Woman,
Of all Thackeray's people, good andsgs
bad, there was not one who conld be
more surely trusied 1o make a Balf hour
scem like 8fteen minuws than Hebecca
Slarpe, !

1 *d to join them,
= or three daystill

e neXTt Cclape prison, a

cthesome shiwl,. Here n

ol

ek or ten davs wonld be made, and
arch resumed; s

the
at last resched his @
is the most occonomical mode of travel-
ing in Russia: technically. it isnota pun-
ishment As a n s of simple faet,
it iaa horrible ardeal to go through
always worse than imprisonmment, snod
occasionally more terrible than denth—
b - bullet-wounds made ont-
side the chalk eirele which a diminu-
tive duelist once proposed to draw on
the ungainly body of his giant adver-
sury, it doesnot count. Any respectable
man, woman or child in BEussia is linble
to be gent home by etape. If you lose
your money on the road, and have not
the wherewithal to patronize a more
expeditions mode of locomaotion, you are
sent home by etape. If the yearly pass-
port of a man who is not residing in his
native place is not remewed by the
suthorities in time, even thongh the
fault be none of his, he is arrested and
sent home by etape. If youn are a
soldier in the army. and, hav-
ing served at a distance, have
received your discherge and a good
character, you are frequently sent
home by etape. It was thus, therefore,
that the ill-starred rustic was restored
to his lares and penates as poor asa
church monse, having been robbed of
the little ready money he possessed by
the scoundrels who were his companions
on the road. The Zemsky Natshalunik,
hearing of hisarrival, ordered him what
Russians facetiously term a meal of
“birch gruel” There was absolntely
no motive, real or alleged, for thns add-
ing to the hardships endured by the
poor wreteh during his marehing and
imprisonment, unless, indeed. the
Seriptural saying were appealed to that
whosoever hath to him shall be given
He was adrvised by some sympathetic
soul to appesl to a higher court, which
is composed of a number of Zemsky
Natshaloiks under the presidency of the
Marshal of Nobility. The sentence.
however, was conflrmed on the ground
that it seemed desirable to the court to
allow Zemsky Natshalniks the right of
punishing peasams for sets that are not
forbidden by the law, if the punishment
is calenlated to do the persopsome good.
“Anud thus,” exelaims the Mpssenger of
. . “a miserable Inborery tempor
rily out of work, can be arrested, sent
back to his village. where thepe i<
ing for him to do, and after ing heen
to all the ' and pri-
' ble from @ journcy by
ondem: I‘P—“.

ire place.

I'raly this can not be termed
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Meapwhile a3 & lowd burst over

their heads and the radn pouared down

The scene,” we are told,
impressive. In the hut it
and nothing conld be

he duill thud of the lash. the
an, the wineing and wrig-
floor, and the vague, inar-

enlnty urmurs of the peasants
around. Suddenly a brillinnt flash of
lightning turns the night intoe day,
revealing the bare back with the red
marks made by the rods, the brick-
colored, ‘.'l'|~.i§,"l‘-"h«'l{)'"l.l. S!lh;,’;"fh‘ beard of
the heaving mass on the ground, the
anxions crowd standing closely up
agninst the wall of the room, the
vigorous sweep of the lash, the gloomy
ficure of the elder, and the iromnical
glance of the secrctary. ‘I won't lie
down,' exclaimed one of the peasants,
“for I nm not the owner of a house, and
wasn't sent for. My father asked me
to come and see what's up.” ‘It's all
one,” said the practical elder: ‘down on
gour marrow bones and take your
father's share. We've no time to wait
for him to tarn up.* And, sceing that
there was no help for it, he lay down
and received his father’s portion.  The
operation was mot over till daybreak,
when they adjourned to the nearest
tavern, drowned their sorrows in
voddkn, and retorned bome dronk and
disorderly, threatening to wreak venge-
ance on their persecutors.”

WOES OF THE BRIDE.

First Made Jeoxlons and Then Crushed by
an Explanation.

“Muria," said the voung and hand-
some Leiber to his pretty bride, ““how is
Miliic Biuebas coming on?™

The lady in question was suspocied
by his better ball o bo an old flame of
ker bushand’'s. says the Philadelphia
Times. She had dined with them the
evening before.

“] haven't seen her, Alfred, 50 I can't
say.” with a touch of plgue in her tone.

The next ovening and the next My
Leiber repeated his inquiry., This per-
sistence finally roused his wife's jeal-
Ousy.

*“*Alfred Leiber,™ she retorted, 1 wish
to know why you are so anxigus to hear
shout Millie Bluebas. Here, we'ro only
a month married, snd yet you—" Fur-
sher utleranco was Stopped by a burst of

‘g Whv my dariing,” sald Alfred, hon-

“estly surprised, “I was only anxious for
* your dear sake. T notieed that she ate

two pieces of yoar cenke ut vur little din-

“ner, anddknowing the faet, T naturally

wanted 10 know the consequences.™
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ited by the sun, and some
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oul s conduocted 1o the mer-
L the ‘f‘ [
then, to worirtain the tem-
the uir it of doors), it is,
CoeSERTY 10 I'I.'."-' the thor-
4 ) i ‘l 3 .
s not enpugh. Erven in the
instrument may be snr-

rounded by sulstances warmer than
the mir.

In one direction

a patch of ground
or a wall, on wh the sun is shining
brightly, in other directions are the
mals.  All these
heated ohdects radinte heat to the ther-
mometer, sl i
above that of the air,

Even the shaded gromnd may be |
ter or colder then the air, and in eit
case it will exort a disturbing influcnec
lHow can ull these eauses of error be
avoided, aud the true temperature of
the air obtained?

bodies of men and ani

it Lon Wit

ot~

her

'r}n'_'.' Can notl e \'l.!ftl'!"!_\‘ wnraided, but
it is quite casy to diminish their effects
D -'rl‘c.ti‘.' thut thu vV are of no i"!';&"‘ ical
import ance. It will be readily seen,

that if the air were & very good con-
ductor of heat, the effect of the sun or
other hot bhody upon the thermometer
would be very slight, because the air
which surrounds the thermometer
would carry off the heat so rapidly,
that the temperature of the mercury
could never rise far above that of the
air.

But air is a very poor condnetor—in-
deed it eun
durtor at

scarcely be called a con-

_‘,.-.-‘ eials ]-\ t ‘.nr’.“ e ]-:,'
the process called convection. The mir
in contact ith the hot body bocomes
heated. expands, and, being lighter than
the surrounding air, rises and is re-
placed by the latter. This is heated in
turn, and rises in the same way, and so
a enrrent of » is formed, which con-
tinually earries heat from the hot body.

Buat this process is a very slow one,
and _the convection current is a very
gentle breeze indeed.

Hence a heated body cools very slow-
Iy in still air. If the air is not still,
however, but a brisk breeze is blowing,
the cooling is much more rapid, as the
wind changes the airabout the hot body
frr more rapidly than a mere convee-
tion current can do. lienece a thermom-
eter exposad to o gale of wind will soon
attain the temperature of the air very
nearly and will remain practically at
the air temperature, no matter what hot
bodies in the vicinity are striving to
make it blunder.

The heat radiated by these bodies to
the thermometer will he earried off by
the wind as fast as it arrives. In the
absence of a nataral gale, it is only noces-
ary o create an artificial! one with =
hellows or @ fan

all
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