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- r.. it 1. DowsLL,
b KEaqguirer, Eden-

- ., April 28, 1887,

The sest Cough Medi-
sine in Piso’'s CURE FOR
Children

CoNNUTMPTION,
take It without ohjectdon.
By all druggists. e

;J.LYNCH;

NDERTAKER,

Absolutely Pure.

Tne powager nevervaries. A marvel of parity,
atronxth and wholesomeness, More economical
than the ordioary kinds, nod eanpot be sold In
competition with the multitude of the low Lest
short weight, alum or phosplhinte powder
only in cans. Horvar Bagiwe Powpms Co., 108
Wall S, New Yoo,

Aod Manufacturer & Dealer In

HOME AND CITY MADE
FURNITURE!
falid AND CEAMEEA STITS,

L H'.\'(}Ii;\‘, BEDSTEADS,

FABLES CHAIRS,
Mattresses, &c.,

ELEVENTH AVENUE,

ALTOONA, PENN'A
g Uitizens of Cambria County and all
gibers wiahing to purchass honeat FURNI-
MTRE. & at honest prices are respectfully
to give us a call before buving ¢lse-
wipe, as we are confident tEat we can
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CURE

Aick Meadache and relieve all the troubles nel
dent to & bllious state of the systom, suoh as
Dizziness, Nausea. Drowsiness, DNstreas

eating, Puin M the Side, .!o While thelr most
remarkable success has been shown in curing

SICK

Headaohn, yot Canten's Lrrrie Liven Pwis
are squally valuable In Conatipation, curing
and preventing this annoying complaint. whiks
they also COTTVL t all disorders of the stomach,
stimulate the jiver and regulase the bowels
Evon If they only cured

HEAD

Arhe they wonld be almost priceless o those
who suffer froam this distressing complaint
hut fortunately their groibess dosa sot end
here, andghose who onee try them will find
these litte pllls raluable In s l.uuv ways that
they will not be willing to do without them.
But after all sick boad

ACHE

#s the bane of =0 ny lives that here fs
we make our boast. Our pills
while others o et
Canren's Lrrrin Lrver T
and very ensv to take, pills raie
& GO0 They &% mrit ~':-wn. by
not gripe or purge, hut by the .
vl mll who pse o
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" D. LAHGELL’S
ASTHMA

AND

CATARRH
REMEDY.

Sold

SOLD BY ALL DRUCCISTS.

Having strossted 20
desth with ANTHMA or PHTHISIC
eminent phy inng,. and rece
waa compelicd durtne the lasg s
ness to it on m¥ chalr day and night gcasping for

realh My sulferinus were hey lepcriplion

i ted on mysell compon nd-

years

. ireated b
ving no beneafit
vears of my (1l-

ing roots and her
ahtalne.! i

thne r tely Jdiscovered thia
WUNDERFUL 1t 'Ii'i' I"\. ASTHMA Al\'ll
CATALKEH. warranted t lirve the most stub-

horn caseof ASTHMA IN 1- IVE MINUTES, »
that the patient can lle Jown to rest And sieep
comfortatly. Flease read the fojlowing condens—
e exiracty irom ubsclicited testimoniais all of re-
rent date

Oitver ¥V, N, Holmes, San J
find the Romedy all and
sented. 1 recelve instanisnecas reliel.”

I M. Usrson, A. M. Warren, Kan., writas;
** Was treated by eminent physicians of this coun-
try and (iermany ; tried the ciimate of different
Sistes—nothing afforded relief like your prepars-
tion. "

L. B Phelps, . M. Grigua, Uhlo, writes - “Saf.
fered with Asthma o0 years. Your medieine in 3
winuter Joer wore for me than the most eminent
phraicians did for me In three years. '

H, ©. Pllmpton, Jellet LIL, writes : “Send Ca-
tarrh Hemedy at ance, Cannot getalong withoat
it. 1T flad it the must valuable medicine I have
ever tried.™

We have many other nearty testlimocisls of cure
or relief, and In onder that allsulferers from Asth-
ma, Uatarth, Hay Fever, and kindred diseases

18y havre an oppe nity of testing the value ol
’l’u Remedy we wi end to say address TRIAL
CEAGE FHEE OF CHAKGE. [f your dreg
'1.[ tatle to keop It da not permit Bim to sell you
scome worthless imitation hy his representiag it to

e, Ual. writes: “]
evon twore thad repre-

otween it'e and |

d inh aling the medicine |

be jusl sa good, bhut pend -|lr'«"°:y to us, Write |
your name an.! A-t fress plainty
Address, ). ZIMMERMAN & OO, Propa.,

Wholesals l"\m‘h'- Wagster, \k-_ttm Ca,,
Full size Box by mall $i.00

Tume 24, 1887.-17. .
BELIABLE RENEDY

“ATU R l"!‘u Nick Stomach,

Ccu For Torpid Liver, .
RE FO®R Bilioes Headache,

CONSTIPATION, .=
} Tarrant's Efervescant
Seltaer Aperient.

It s certain ia 1ts effects
It is geatle in its selinn.

It I» palatesdle ta the
taste. Jt eam be rulied
apon L0 cute, AD4 T cures
by asmefing, nol by culragy

o not take
violeut pa tivet, yous
< *olves or aliow your chii-
..--trtu Lo take them, Always
iso this elegant pbar-
BAleutical
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PATENTS

PATENT BUSINESS st
tetided tn for MUDERATE FEES

Our office s opposite the L, Patent
Office and we can obhialn patents in less time

ing, nature,

| than those remote from WASHINGTON.

Send MODEL OR DRAWING
v.ie as to patentability free’of charge and we
make NO CHARGE UNLESS PATENT IS
SECUKRED

We refere, hers, to the Puostmaster, the
Sapt. of Money Order Div., and to the offi-
e of the U S, Patent Dfee. Por elten-

lams advice, terms and references to actual
agents in your own State write to

C. A SNOW & F20.

Opp. Fatent Office Washington, D. C.

'L ‘ﬂwl ALL: ‘D N

rmm Touch, Workmanship & Durability, |

WILLIAM K¥AKYE & €0

Xoa 34 and 24 W.st Palttmare Sirec. maitimore
Na 112 FIfih Avemuse, New York

AI]V}:RTISEPS KOWELL & 00 16 Sprane |

New York,
"y projcdeg
M pers,

ran 'sarn the ezadt cost of
line nf Advertizing in Ameriosn
S 10-page pamphlet, 10c |

We ad- |
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TRACED IN . BLOOD |

Tha Little Old Man of the Batignelles.

EMILE GABORIAU.

CHAPIER L

\When I wax finishing my medieal stud-
fes—it wan high time, for I was twenty-
three years old—] lived in the Rue Mon-
pleur-le Privce,almost at the coruer of the
Rus Raciue. There, at thirty fraucs a
month, attendance ineinded, | had a fur-
nished room which wonld now be well
worth a bundred; it was so large that I
could easily put my arms through the
sleeves of iy overceat without opening
the window,

Leaving early in the morning to go to
my hoapital, and returning very Inte, be-
canse the CUafe [ermy possessed {reesistis
ble attractions far me, | scarcely knew by
sight the lodgers in the hoases, who were
all quiet peopie of indepemdent property,
or small tradesmen,. There was ono,how-
ever, with whom I gradaally became in-
timate

M. Mechinet was n man of middle
height, with a commonplace countenanes,
always scrupulously well shaved. The
concierge treated him with marked con-
nlderation, and never falled to bastily
ralse his cap whenever he pnssed bhis
room.

As M. Meachinet's daoor opened npon a
lauding directly opposite to the door of
my room, we olten met, and on these oc-
caslons were In the habit of bowing to
each other. One evening he came in to
a3k for some matches; one night I bor-
rows] some tobaceo of him; oue morning
wo happensd to go out at the same tims
rnd walk some distanes talking together.

Such were onr first relat 1-"»1...

Without helng cither curious or snapl-
clons—paople are not at the age | was
then—ouu likea to kuow something about
the persous with whom one Is nocqualnted,

Therefore, I naturnlly began—not to
walch my nelghbor’s [ife, but to think of
his acts and movementa,

He was married, and Mme. Caroline
Mechinet, a fair, plump, merry little
wonan, sergieid to worship her husband,

Iiut this bushand's mode of life was not

wvory reguinr. He often left the house be-
fors dawn, and the sun hal frequently
risen when I heard him return to his
domicile. Sometimes ko disappeared for
weeks,

How pretiy little Mme. Meehinet conld
tolerate this was what | could net uadar

stand,

In my perplexity, I thought our con-
clerge, who was usunlly as talkative as a
mave, milght enilighten me,

Wr I hadd scarcelr uttered the names
of Mechinet when he sont me abesut my
isitiess, saviug he was not In the habit

ol

.\f being & apy upon hin lodgera.

Thl« reception so lncrensed my carloal-
ty, thar banishing a hame, I set about
wa ng my nelghbor

Fuen 1 discovered things that seemed
abamin .

s I ssw him eome home dressed in
th latest fashion, his hottonhole adorned
witly ilve or six orders. The next duy but
oue I met kijn oun the staira attired in a

rty blouse and with a rageed «loth,
which gave him amost sinlster expression,

wrapped round his head

Thia jan’t all. One beantifu! afternoon,
as he went out, [ ssw his wife foliow him
to the thre-imld, aud pa-sionately em-
br-sing bim, say:

- you, Mechinet,
rementber your littls wife."

DBa eareful! Why? For what reason?
What did thls mean? Was the wife s
accomplice?

My astonlshment was soon redoubled.

I was sleoping sonndly one night, whea
some one sutdenly knocked bharriedly as
the rloor,

be-e=ch be careful;

I rose and opened ft,

M. Mechinet ontered, or rather rushed
into the apartment, hin elothss torn and
disordered, his cravat and shirt crushed,
..'.s bhead bhare,lils face coversd with blood,

‘What bas happened?”’ ] exclaimed in
terror, -

Ha n!gnnl to ma to be stlent.

“Lower,"” hea sald, “somebody might
hear you, It may be nothing, thouxh I
am suffering terribly. 1 thought, as yon
ware a wiedical stadent, you could doubt-

lons atteud to me!l™
Without saying & word, I made him aft
down, hastily examined the injury, and

gave him the necessary asaistance,

The wound, although it had bled fresly,
was very «light. In fact, it was only a
scrateh, commeuncing at the left ear and
stopplug at the lips,

“Well, I'm safe and sound thiz time,"
maid M. Mechinst, when the dressing was
finished. “A thonsand thanks, my dear
Monsieur Godeuil. Please say nothing
about thi; little accident to auybody, and
Kood night,

Good night! 1 was very llkely to slesp!

When [ rrmember all the alsurd ideas
and romantic fancies that passed through
mY brain, | ean’t help langhking.

M. Meclinet assumed fantastic propor
tions in my miud. The next morning ke
quietly came i to thank me again, and
juvited 0 to dinner,

It muay be supposed that | was all eyes
and ears when 1 entered my neighbor's
“wome. DBut it was In vain that my atien-
tion was on the alert. | detected nothing
caiculated to dispel the mystery that so
greatly perplexed me. From the time of
shis dinner, however, our relations be-
came more intimate. M. Mechivet had
evidently taken n fancy to me, A week
rarely passed without an Invitation toeat
his scnmp, as he expressed {t, and almost
every day he joined me at the Cafe Leroy,
and we played a game of dominoes to-
g~ther

So on a certaln evenlng {n the month of
July—one Friday about five o'clock—he
was on the point of beating me, when a
man of very shabhy appearance, It must
e confessed, entered and whispered
in his ear a few words 1 did not under
stand,

M. Mechipet started up with a troubled
{awe

“1'tl go," said he; “runand sayI'll ge.”

The man set off at full speed, and my
oiil neighbor held out his hand to me say-
fog—

“FExcuse me; dnty first—we'll contioue
our gams to-morrow."’

And as, burning with enriosity, 1
«howed great annoyance saying how much
i regretted that I could not accompany
nim:

“Well,” he muttered, “why not? Do
you want to come? Perhaps it will be in-
teresting. "'

My ouly reply was to selze my hat and
we weut out, -

CHAPTER 1L

¥ was certainly far from suspecting that
1 was taking ous of those apparently in.
significant <teps which have n decided in-
Burnce on the whele 1ifs

“Now," | thonght, “] ahall get the key
to the puzzle ™

And full of foolish satisfaction,l trot-
ted like a lean cat by M. Mechinet's side.

I say trotted, because | really had some
difficulty in keeping up with the worthy
man,

He walked on and on, along the Rae

Anaan AN b. Lin
fortune had depended on his speed,

Luckily n flaer¢ prased us at the Place
de I"Oxdeon.

M. Mechinet stopped 1t and openingtho
door, said, “Get in, Monsleur Godenil.”

uhﬂ-u!. an! he took his seat beshde
me after ealling to the driver inan im-
perative tone—'"Rue Lecluse, 39 anx By
tignolles—and be guick!”

The distance drew a volley of oath=
from the driver. Nomatter, he gave his
horses a violent blow, and the carriage
rolled on,

“Ah! so we're going to the Batig-
nollea?" | asked, with the smile of aconr-
tier.

But M. Mechinet made no reply. I
doulx whether he beard me,

A complete metamorphosis was taking
place In him, He Jdid not seem exactly
agitated, but his compressed lips and the
contraction of his karge, hushy evehrows
betrayed inteuse precocupation of mind.
His eves, fixed on a vacancy, seemed 1o be
studying the terms of some insoluble
probden:,

o had drawn out his snuff-box, and
was constantly taking immenss pinches,
which he kneaded between Lis luger and
thumb and raised to his nose, but did not
inhale.

This was & trick I bad notlesd, and
which greatly amnsed me, The worthy
mau, who had a horror of tobaceo, was al-
wars provided with a snufl-box worthiy of
astage fluancier,

Iif apything unforeseen ocenrred,
whether pleasant or disagreeable, he
pulled it out of his pocket and began to
take snuff farioualy. The box was often
empty, but Lis gestures remained the
same,

1 afterwards knew it was a trick of his
to concenl his impressions and divers the
attention of his questioners.

Mean:ime we drove on,

Thke fiacre ascended, not withont dIft-
culty, the Hue de Clinchy, crossed the
outer boulevard, turned into the Rne de
Lecluse, aund ere long stopped at some
diatancr from the addreas given,

To go further was imposaille, the street
waars Liccked Ly a deuse erowd.

Befors the house, bearing the pumber
20, twe or three hundred persons were
standing with ontstretehed necks snd
sparkling eres, panting with euriovty,
aud with difficulty kept back by a hall-
dozen policemen, who vainly sbouted in
tbheir har-hest tones, * Pass on, gentleinen,
PRss Ou

Aligbting frem the earriage, wo aD-
prosched the honse, foreing our way
through ths logugers with great diffi-
eulty.

We had already reachied the doorof Ny
=2, wheu » policeman rudely shrust os
back.

“Stand hack! Noadmlittance bere!™

My companioneyad him from haml
foot, and Jdrawing himeslf np_ suid:

“So you Jdun't recogniza e, [ am
Mechinet, and this youugx man"™ —be
pointed o me—"is with me. '

“Parcen me! Excuss me!” stainmered
the man, ralsiog his hand to his bat, I
didat know—wslk in.™

We entered

In the vest!iimle a stoud woman, evie
dently the concierge, redder thau & prou?
was talking vd gesticulatieg ausld
gronp of lodzers,

“Whrero is ™
roaghly

“On the third floor, my denr monefonr,™
she moswered; *“third floor, right-band
door! Oh Lord, what a miisfortune! Ina
bouse like curs! Buch a good man!™

I heard no more. M. Mechinet had
darted up tha stairs, and 1 followed, my
heart beating as if 1t would stifie me.

The right-band door en the third flacr
stood open.

We entered, crossed an antschamber,
dinlog-room, dmwing-room, and at last
reached & '-d chamber,

If [ conuld live & thonsand yearsI should
never forget the spectacle that met my
eyes. As [ write, after s0o many yu-,l
can see the smallest details

Two men were leaning on the mantel.
piece opposite the door: & commmissary of
police, with his scarf round bis waist, and
an cxamining magistrate.

On the rigzht, reated st a table, a Toung
man, the clerk, was writing.

In the eentre of the room, on the flooe,
amid a pool of biack, coagzulated blood,

e, . o ailiy LidE PERART LS S
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M. Jechinet asked

lay the body of ap old mau with white
hair. Ho was -1;--.tl.ml o bis back, with
iz arnmis extended. Terrifimd, 1 stocd
rocted to the :':-.rrqhn';i!, 80 near fainting,

that to save myself from falliug I was
abliced to lean against the door,

My profession had familiarized me
with denth; I had long rince conguered
the terrurs of the hospital, bat this was
the first time [ found myself confrouted
witherime, Porit was evident that an
abominable erime had been committed,

My neighbor, less Impressionable than
I, bad epvsered with a firm srep.

“Oh! it's vou, Moghinet,” sald the eom-
misary of police. “I'm wery soigy s
bave troubled you."

“Why*

“Becanse wa sha'n't need your wits,
We kuow the criminal. I have glven my
orders, and he must be already arcsted.™

Strauge! Frum M. Mechinet's gesture,
ous wanld have snpposed this assumnoce
aunoyedd bim He drew ont hia syull-
bax, took two or three of his ’.'hnglmr]
pinches, and sald

“ARY the rrlm‘nnl fa known *

The exnmiving masistrate answerel:

“And known in avery certain mnd pos-
itive fashion; yes, Monsieur Mechinet,
The erima having been commu:ittied. the
assassin fled, believing that his victim
had expired. He was mistaken. Provi-
dence watched the deed. The unfortunate
man etill breathed. Snnimoning all his
strength, be dipped one of his fingers in
the blood that was flowing In streams
from the wound, aud wrote on the floor
his murderer's name, thus denouncing
him to human justice. Look."

Thus informed, I perceived what 1 had
not noticed at flrat.

On the floor, in large, i1l-ahaped, scarce.
1y legible letters, was written with bilood:
MONIS.

“Well*" sald M. Mechinet.

“That,"” replied the commissary of po-
liee, “is the beginn'‘ng of the name of the
poor old man's nephew—a nephew of
whom he was very fond, and who is named
Monistrol.”

“The devil """ anid my neighbor.

“1 don't suppose,’’ continued the magis-
trate, “that the scoundrel wiil tryso deny
it. The five letters are an overwhelming
charge agnin«t him. Beaides, who profits

this cowardly erime? He alone, the
sale heir of 1he old man,who leavesalarge

fortune, they say. There is more covi-
‘!P'.\ff', the ffi.'“" “Mfl‘ﬂ‘.'!tl!lm! .\P!:l“f-
day evenivg. Well, yesteniay evening
no one visited this poorold man execept his
nephew. The concierye saw hini come in
about 9 o'eclock and go out a little belore
midnight.

‘That's plain,'
“that’s very plain.
fool ™’

Then, shrugging his shoulders, he econ-
tinned:

“Did he sten]l anything, did he break
any article of furniture, to put peonle on
a wrong scent jn regard to the wmotive of
the crime?”

“Nothing seems 1o be disturbod,” re-
plied the commissary of police ““The
scoundrel hasn't goue away. When be

sald M. Mechinet,
This Monistrol is a

-

Basccan L adane e Wi.i Cul-
fesn '

The commissary of police and N
Mechinet then retired into the recess ol o
window nud conversed together in a low
tone, while the magistrate gave some in-

stractions to his clerk.

v B LLESLU S Catu,

—

CIAPTER 1ILL

Hencelorward sy mind was settled.

1 had wauted to kaow exactly what my
myaterious nelghbor did. Now } kuew.
Now his desultory mode of life was ex-
plained, his absences, the late hours at
wlhich Lke returped, his sudden disap-
pearances, his yonng wile's {ears, the
wound | l-.u dressed,

But of w hat use was my dopovery?

I had gradually recovessd my scuscs,
the power of reflecting and deliberating
had refturne], and ITserntiniaed everyihing
arnund me with sager curiositr.

From the place where | stood leaning
against the door, I could survey thewhale
apartment,

Notbing, literally nothing, betrayed the
pcene of a murder,

Frerviling, on the eontirary, vevealed
eomfort, but at the same time parsimon-
fous snd methodical babite, Evervthing
was in its place: theve vas not a 3
awry i tho curtaics, and the frames of
the [uruitura glittered, implyving daily
pulishing. Desides, it seemed evident
that the suppositions of the magistrate
and eommissary of police wers carreet,
and th® poor old man bad been assassi-
nated the cvening before, jgsh &s Lo was
preparingto 5o to bed.

In fac:, the bedclothes
back, and ou the
nightcap.

were turned
quilt lay a shirt and
O the table nt the head of the
bed I saxww o glass of sugar nud water, a
box cf matclen, kud an eveaing paper—
the Palrie.

Ou one corner of the paAs:telpleco glit-
tered o canudlestick—a Inige solid copper
candlestick. Put the caudl!e that had
iHuminated the erinie ywas ecisumed, the
murderer had fled withour blowing it
out, and it 1 barned down, hilackening
the alabaster save-all on wkhich it waa
{netened.

These detalls | had percelved at onea
without eMort, wilhout, a0 1o spenk, any
exertion af my will,

My eve performed the part of a photo-
graphis object-ginss, the sccuo of the
murder was fixed on my mind as if onna
prepared piate, with such precisiou t=at
o circumetance was omitbed, wilh
snch permarene2 that even now [ conld
draw the chamber oceupiod by the
“littlo old mam of the Batizuollea™
without forgstting snytking, without
omitting even A cork half coverrd with
green wex, which ¥ ean still see on the
floor, undet the clerk’s cbalr.

The facalty of luvestigalion, which ban
Leen bestowed updm mn, Is A very extra-
orliparyous 1 bad never before had oc-
casion o esert I8, pat itsuddeny rovealed
it=clf,

AL that tima 1 was far too deeply azitn-
terd to be able to analy®s oy Improssions
I sad but one obstinate, burning, irresis-.
tille desire—to approack the corpac, Iy-
fng two yards away from mie.

At flest I roggied agsins: this wish.
Dutthore was & fatalityaboutis. 1 ap-
proached,

Had my prescace beon notdcod ?

At any rate, nobody was paring aay ni-
tentiad to ma.

M. Mechinet and the polle officer wera
still talkinyg together mear the window,
theclerk was reading in a low toue Lis
report to she mnagistrate.

So there was pothing to preventd she ac-
ecomplishment of my plan.

Besides, ] must copfess, a sort of fevert-h
engerness hud taken possession of me,
w hich miade me Insensible to external cty
cumstauces and ntterly tsolated ma

I venturcd to kneel down by the body,
Lo see [t better aud more closely.

Far from thinking somebody was going
to exclain:: “What are yon doing here?"’
1l moved slowly and steadily, Hke a man
who, haring receiverd a miSiow, is goiug
o execitle 3L,

The unfsrtunate ol man ssemed o ba
about seventy or soventy-five yours old.
He was smiall and very thin, but bhad evi-
dently Lbeen siroug, and likely to live tn
e a hundred Ie siill n great deal
of hair, of = yelluwich white color, :_1.:':--1
on the bhark of his peck. His ’*}
strong and thkk-=¢t, did nolacem to have
been sh «1 fg* five or six days; It mnst
have ygrewn -;}fu" his Qearh. This cir-
ca o, which I had often atizined
anyvong subjects bronght to the hampiial
for dismer: ion, cnnwed me Do sunretee,

What did astonish me waa the nnfor-
tunate man's foes. It was calia, nay,
fug.

e lips were pariedasif fora
Brecting.
Denthh had heen ter

Ithink

weand,

et at

friendly

by seid-w, "lace
ke Bl kept that plessant srprossion.

This was the first idea thad yrcocuted
{tneif to the mind,

Yee, but how conld I reconclle these
two irreconcliable clreumstances: a snd-
den death, and the five letters— Monisa—
whiclhi I saw in chagnotem of blogd upon
the floor?

What efTors muat it not have eost the
drving man to wrelve that! Ouly the bope
of vepgeance conld have given Lim such
emergy. And what must hare been his
raze to feel Iimself dying, ere he could
trace the whale name of his assassin!

Yet the face of the corpse seemed $o
smiile at me.

The poor old man had been stranek in
the throat, and the weapon had eut the
neck from ear Lo ear.

The lustrument of the crime mrnet have
been a pouiard, or rather one of those ter-
rible Catalonian knives, as wide ax the
hand, which cnt on both sides nud are as
sbarpas n necdle.

Never in my life have [ expericneed
sensations ao =ingnlsr.
My temples throbbed with unpr

dented violence, and my heart awelled as
A it wonld burst,

What was 1 going to diseover?

Urged on by a mysterions and irre-
sistible power which annibhilated my
will, I tovk bYbetwreen 3py own hands
the cold, rigil bands of the corpee,

The right one was elean: 1t was one of
the incers of the left, the forefinger, that
was stained with Llood.

What' The old man $ad written with
kis left hand! Come, come!

Orerwhelmed by a =ort of giddines=s=,
with wild eves, bristling bhair, and a face
paler than that of the corpse lying at my
feet, I started up, uttering a terrible cry.

“Gieat Heaven!™

All the others, startled, surprised and
bew! exclaimed In a breath—

“What is i2? What Is the matter?

1 triedd to answer, bnt my emntion
stifled mne: it seemed as if my mouth was
fuil of sand,

1 could only point to the dead man's

Idered,

hands=, stammering—

“There! there!

OQuick as lohtning, Mechinet had
thrown hiraeel! on his knees beshide the
porpse. Hesaw what | hod seen, and e

coived the same impression, for, starting
to his feet, he claimed—

“It was not this poor old wan who
Taced these Jetters,”

And as the magistrate and commissary
of police stared at him with mouths wide
open, he explained to tiem the circoum-
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“And 1o think I didn't notice 1t," sald
e commlissary, monrnfnlly,

Al Mechinet ook sunfl far tonsts,

“{hat's nlways the wav,* he remarkoed,
“The thing= in platn stzht are the very
o that are not seen, 13t no mntter,

siluaticy s entirely clinnged, Siuce
itk uhl man «id not write the letters, Lis
assnesin djd

“Evidently,” assented the o

“Now,” my neighbor comntinues
we imagine o manderer stuphd enough to
denounce himself by writiog Lis
beside the body of his victim? No, that
v'tit. Nouw let us conjecture.™

Tue ihlﬁi-;'.:-h' had become anxjons,

1t iz pladn,” sald ke, “that appearances
Lave deceived us. Monistrol is not tho
criminal. Whoishe? It's yourbusiness,
Monsisur Mechinet, to find out.™

Ile pansed., A police officer entered,
who, sddressing himself to
sary, said:

“Your ordera are executed, monslenr,
Monistrol bas been arrested and fmpris-
oucd. e ks confessed everytiing.™

-

N

EEE N

LA The

Lie cumnls-

CHAFPTER

The shoek was the
unexpected,

It was Impessible to descri
tunishiment, et

What! While we were there
find proofs of Monistrol’s inu
way confessing his guilt,

AL Moechiuets was the first to rogaln Lis

4 -

mder Lecanse so

e our as-

trying to
cence, he

Bianti}
M.u!?-lu ’X
and, ng

y raised his finger

s fyom his
Limes,
saic:

to his nose five

uneing

or £ X
to the policeman
4 \'m: aro mistaken, or are ti'cti‘-.:..:
B, there's no half-way course,
e T

?"t}'" 1, Monsieur Mechinet*

“Silenes! FEither voun have misunder
stood what Moujstrol said, or you are
intoxica wl} w the hope nf? astounding us
by telling us that the ailalr is setiled,”

The policeman, | 1werto homble and
resi=ctfal, now rebelled,

“Excuss e, bo luterrupted. **Pm

peither m fool nor n linr, and | know what
I'mitaliing =hont.” e
The discassion was verging =o nearn

guarrel that the maglstrate thoupht it
bis Cuty o0 interfere,
“Reep your temper, Monsleur Mecll-

pet." snid he, “and wait till you have all

the fuformmation befoses you forma an
epiaion™ ~—

Then tuflog o the polieeman, ke con-
tina+4

“And voun, my friend, tell ns what you
know, ang the ressons for your coufl-
dounce.””

Thus supported, the pollcoman crushed
M. Mechiinet with a sarcastic glance, and
diaplaying & wvery perceptible touch of
csnuecit, began:

*“Well, then, thils ‘s the state of aflsirs
The magistrate and commissary
present ordered us, Inspector Goulard,

bere

my colleague, Poltin, and myself, w
arreat the man named Monistiol, dusler

in gaitation jewelry, living
V&icuae, the aforesaid 20
aconsed of the murder of
sat 13 corregt,

in an undertone.
“Tlercupou,”ocontinued the policema
“we took aflacreand droveto the {.a.f!:l't‘-.
On o riival we f rMonis
trol in bis back shop, just about toait
dowa to dinuer with his wife, A remark-
ably beantifnl woman tweanty-five or

thirty years old.

O seeing us all three enter in a row,
up. ‘What o you

my gentieman started
wani® heastad. Goulard instantly drew
, "I arrest

t No. 75 Hue
strol being
.Jj"‘ ul !

saud tho CullpL seATY

4 TR T

out she warrant and answered
you in the name of the law! ™

M. Mechinet seemed to be on thoroa.
“Couldn’t you hurry a little?"” he 2ald to
the policen

Jbut the latter, ma If he had ne
tho remuark, sosutinued in seane guiet
fugie—

“1 have arrested several
my lifo, but 1 never saw
composed as this man,

An.
t licard

the

individnals in
any one 20 dis-
‘Yon are joking,

or have mawle a mistake,” said hee *No
we haven't made any mistake.’ ‘1'4:.
whydo yon arrest me?” Goulardshrugged
bkis shoulders,

**‘Doun’t act Jike a child,"sald e, “Your
uncle—thes body is found, and there are
QUP“*!I"‘!Illlk proofs against yon.*

Mt the ravesl. Te tottered, anld at
Inst fell into a chinlr, sobbing nnd stam-
m -t..'t ron:e reply which it was lmpos-

lerstaned.,

w this, Gonlard shook bim brthe
(‘ul'.ll‘{af lll.. coat, saying—

**“The shortest way is to confess every-
thing.'

“Hr looks] at ns with o Lewlldered ex-
||rr1:In.s and muttered —

“Well, 1'll confess everythin

“*Well munuaged, Goulard,”
commnmuisnary approvingly,

ThLe policeman was triumphant.

“The poiut in gquestion was to make no
distiurliance in the shop,” he coutinned.
“"We had been ondered to aveld eausing
any gossip, and the loungers were alveady
assembling, G -uland seized she prisoner
by the arm, exclaiming: ‘Come, start; we
aren expecte] at the jrefecture!” Monis-
trol manaced to stand on his trembling
Bmbsa, and i the tone of aman who is
plucking up his courage, said, ‘Let us
go.'

"'We thonght the worst was over, but
we hadn't reckaned npon the wife,

-l I.:I to that moment she had remalined
in an arm-chair as if fainting, without
uttering a wornd, or seeming to under-
stand what wne passing, But swhen she
saw that we were really taking her hne-
hand away. she started up like an anery
lioncss and threw herself before the
dnor, erving, ‘Youn sts’t mnot pasa?
Upon my word, she waea mageyficent;
but Gonlard has seen A great many
people.  ‘Come, come, my good woman,’
gzid ha, “don’t interfere with us; you
shal! Lave your husband again.’

“Far from making way for us. she
clung still mera convalsively to the door,
awearingthat her husbhand was funocent ;
declarinT that if he were taken to prison
she wonid foillow him: sometimes threat
enlng us nand everwhsalming ma with
cur=es, sometimes pleading with us in the
awert st Lones,

“Then, when she realized that nothing
would prevent us from doing our duty,
she moved away from the door, and.
throwing herself into her huni-jnd'n
arms: 'U!a ' my dearest,” ahe moaned,
it poesible you can be arruml of a crime,
son—ryon! Tell these men you are in-
nocent.’

“TWeo were all touched : but he, more
eallons than any of us, had the crnelty
to puash Lix poor wifa away, so hrutally
that she fell like a lump in a corner of
the abiopn.

“Fortunately this was the end.

“The wife had fainted. We took ad-
vanthwe of the opportnnity to pack the
husband into the firere we had brought.

* Pack is the rizht word, for he had be-
eome ke n 1ifoless thine: he eonld no
longer strndd and had to b To
forget nothing, I must add that bis oz,
n sort black puz, actaally tried to
jump into the enrrinse with us, and we
haad the greatest difficulry in getting rid
of it.

“Om the way, ns was right, Goulard
tried to divert our prisonec’s thoughts
aund muke him tzlk. But it was im.

u.n.d ske

carried,

of

[ He enly bowed

pos=sible 1o h"‘ a word ¢ @f his mont
Not until we reached t..u prefecture did
he seein to recover b When he
was salely and daly installed in one of
t*a ‘close-confipement’ cells he threw
himself full length on the bed, repeating,
*What have I doue, ob what have
l done ¥

“ At that moment Gonlard approached
him for the second time. he,
*you couless that you *Yes,
yes,” replied Monist
in a hoarse voice, * pray let me

YWe did a0, taking care,
station an attendant at the
cell, to wateh Jest the
tempt to commit s

“ Goulard and Poltin
and [—came hore. ™

“That report is exact,” muttered the
eommissary of police; ““it couldn’t
more so."

This waanlsn the magistrate’s opinion,
for he muttered :

“How canu there he a doubt of Monis-
trol's guilt after that*”? .

1 was confounded, yet my convictions |
were improhable, 1 even opened my lips
to hazard an objection, when M, Mech-
inet anticipaved me,

AN this ia very fine!” he exclaln
“Ouly, if we admit that Monlstrol
amsassin, we are also forcwd to adn
he wrote his name t‘un.-
and, zi it's b

“Sto .'r..':.:e-! the commiesary of
police; *““since the eriminal
what i® the nse of troubling ourselves |
about a circumstance that will be ex-
plained #*

fut my neighbor's remark h
more aronsed the magistr
S0, without pronouncin
snid :

“1 am going to the prefecture: I want

question Monistrol this very evening.'

And after having told the commissnry
of police to carefully exectite the for
malit i --.1 Lt [or
the ph 1S 5us ned ton € i o=t |
IDOTLEn « X3 1 Of the baady, Le went
away, followed by his clerk and the
policeman who had come to tell 1 of the l
success of the arrest,

. “If these doctors only don't
walting too long!
missary, who was thinkiong of Lis dinner |

Neither M. Mechinet por I answered. |}
We remained standing face to face, evi- |
dently baunted by the same idea. i

“Perliaps the old man wrote it
all"” murmured my neighbor.

“With his left band? Is that po
Withont considering that the
death must have been instantaneous?’ |

“*Are yon sure of it?"? '

“From l!m nature of hi=wonnd I wonld
take my oath upon ¢ Hut some doctors
are coming who wn" tell you whether [
am right or wrong." |

M. Mechinet tormented his noseina |
perfect frenzy of excitement.

re ]’r!"-‘-'r_ « thert
in it." sx11d he.

* Inguiries must be made ngain.
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hand,” said Ralph,
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