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though she refuses to meet her glance,
still feels deeply for her.

“I think any voung man who keeps
philandering after two girls for momths
together, without coming to the point
—vyon see, [ know everything, my dear
Elinor—should he summarily dealt
with. T have heard a good deal, and I
think Sir Sydney should get his eonge.
If he is not

onght ta be forbidden at the honse.”

“He can™t well marry us both, poor
soul'” remarks Cecil, demurely. “The

law forhbids.”

“Eh? Eh®™ says U'nele Gregory, ir-
ritahly.

“At all events, he certainly ecan't
marry me,” Cecid goes on, snavely, in

spite of a warning glance from her

mother, which she pretends not to see.
“Because the duke wonldn't hear of it!"”

“The duke! What duke? demands

old Rir Gregory. raising himself from
his recumbent position, to stare blank-
y at her.

“My duke.,” veplies Ceril, boldly,

though her eves are sparkling with
laughter. “Didn't you know of it¥ I
have made up my mind at last, and
nothimg under strawberrv-leaves will
eontent me!l”

“It is only Cecil's nonsense™ says
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hood, and 1 have never yet been able to
get out to explore it, as would be my
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it snows. What bitter lines! 1 shall
go out of my mind, if [ sm ‘coribbed,
eabined, and confined’ much longer.”

“It is hard on you—my *red rover,”"
observes Ronnie, with a smile, glanc-
ing up from the piece of coarse ugly
ticking she is embroidering.
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