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fneapacitated by old age from relaining
command. What will the merchant with
hi= bags of gold, which yon hava made for
him, eare for yon then? Will he take into
eonsideration the fuct thst you bave braved
dangers

and ransacked every clime for the

No,

artivles of merchandise be reguived §

i he will never give it a thought, and the old

ehipmaster, the faithfal but wom ant
vant will totter to tha door of the saila's

snug harbor, and feg for chmily and a

Ber-

voof over hig grey hend, unless indesd yonr

" wife sud two girl babies ecan support

you."

The merchant blew a long cloud of
emoke from bis lips as he ceased speaking,
and eyed Jackson with a very

y peculiar
look as toat individual wipad the perspira-
tion from brow, which had besn in-

voked by he artfal picture protrayed by

his

the eloquence of the sharp, shrewd mer-
chant.

“Good God ! Mr. Fa'ling, I never looked
upon it in that light; bhut I dare say you
arve nghai. But what ean L dot The eizgh-
ty dollg-s ¥ get keeps my wife from siarv-
frg”

“Peaclly, and no mo Take another
— that's right. Your good healih.
The I‘:Kiv-l'a:' = nsaeed, isn't ahie i

“Yes, to her full value.”

e,

glass -

“And you are to insure the cargo ales”
“Certiinly; my owners are always very
parficular abont that”
“Hlumph ! How wonld yon like to
} ffly thousnnd diotlars, Jackson, and

pockei iy il

weather on your owaners and the poor-
bousa, «h T

*What a question to ask a man in my
position I ana Jack:on’s head b .gan to
epin about a8 he lictensd to the srifully-
worded soplisary of the fempter.

“We can mpke o good thing of it, and
Now B your opposiunity Your owners
grindg vou «dawn, now let thean take the
©h crenies, althauvh ?"‘-:,' will not losa
miuch, bul the anticipated profit. I will
furnish yon the silk and tea, but instead of
the best I'll give you the poorest. Don™t
junp, man; there's ne harm dons  yet.
The hichest market price will hba ehurged,
and you shall have 'n-:.!.‘,‘::'-e thousund
dollars 1o-night, or when won siyn the

l"'._".!.‘l'l“ Artiolea {\f w rranment

as having

reeeived the stipalated quality and  gucati-
ty. The other twenty-live thousaud shall
be paid when the Expotler goss 1o the
botlan, and you return to Bhianghad from
4] wie ! Not & word, man, but
eome achos We'll inliX it ull over at my
offica”

And linking iz arm throngh Jack=on's
be assistad (he oh'pmaster to leave the
culin and deseerid the side.

The next day the first lightar load of cargo
for the Exporter ayrived and both bale and
box was rattled capilly into hor eapacions
hold. In les= than two weeks' tiine the
snip wazs ready for sea, and Jackson, who
hud spent the greater portion of his tine on
shore repaired on bomrd.

Nt nrtil too late did the entanrled sea-
. xaka from the delnsive dream mtio
which he b 4 Leen Beouiled by the skilllal
Faiitug 't ship was lomded, the first
half of he Gty thouseud dollars had been
pabdd, and Juck=on, by the ndviee of ithe
merchant, did not bank the amonnt, but
pegoliated for the valne in dimwonds, which

he wore around his hody.

It wae ton late 1o etveat; he had gone
far: avd alilooagh his
troubded him eadly, =till be muwle np his
mind to enrry oul the frand that had been

tho conscionce

(& rrlrrr'“l‘*‘l“l.

The Exporter sailad down the mighly |

d, w hich fr*r-':nt*:u_-tl
as the good ship par 4 Woo Snng. Every-
body on bhoard was in high epirita at the
heptaey !"*I
excoeyption of poor Juackson, who paced the
deck in moody silence, He had solemuly
tasle champasne again, and

Yungtze with 2 falr w’

idea of boing

swoirn never Lo
had firmly made up his mind not to re-
visit Shanghai, for he had learned to fear
the mfuence which Failing exercised over
bimn.

He kopt to himself, avoided the society
of his first mate, and spent most of his time
in the seclusion of his cabin, nvoding over
the terrible sewret which he camied in his
bosom.,

The character of the cargo preyed con-
tinually on his mind, and waking or sleep-
ing, he was continually haunted by a
nightmare, He grew nervous and impa-
tient; o much #o, that both officers and
erew wondered at the guadden changs that
had come aver tha “old man.”

When alone in the dead hour of the
night, he would pour over his charts, and

envelop the mast-heads, and the zigzag
sheets of vivid lightuing dasted through
the heavens, only excelled in fary by the l
appalling peals of thunder which erashed
unceasingly above them. The sea, lashed |
to fury, was enveloped in & feathery foam, I
and flew over the ship in blinding showers.

Groaning and ereakiog in every timber, |
the ship bowed before the gale, and, as all |
hands had been ecalled to shorien eail, Q:
cut away the tattersd remnants of what |
had besn blown away, Captiin Jackson
himself took the wheel, that the helmsman

| might lend a haud in aiding his struggling '

{ the first rays of the

! Ia ) = ll

hnlt-IIL “‘i'h ”lﬂ |

girive in vain to fix definitely upon some |

shonl or reef where he eonld safely carry
ont his intentions, and an involuntary curse

would escape bis lipe as he felt the pressure |

~f the belt he wore about his body, or the

fentures of Failing, which would oceasion- |

ally rize up hefore him.

rg'.iall)- plnwmf her way down the China
sen, and all hand= congratulated them-
selves on & speedy termination of the voy-
age,

'No opportunity had ocenrred fo sacri-
fice the ship, for Jack<on was determined
not 1o hazard the life of any one on board,
and, keeping well to the eastwabd, the
high mountainous island of Borneo loomed
up blue and picturesque above the
horizon,

For two days the Exporter skirted along
in sight of the island, and then a fuori-

onts sgall of mist and rain swepl over the

ship

The black, lowering clonds anpeared to

Fuvored by fair weather, the flest ship . mude the science of medicine a study—so

shipmates, .
No human being ean ever conceive the
feclings which raged in the unforin-'

i
nate shipmaster's breast thut memorable |

night.

The rosvizg of the waves, the rash of |
the pelting rain, the howl of the gale as it
swept throngh the cordage of the ship, and :
the benting of the surf on the beach and
reefs in the diclance, minelad with the |
clear word of commnnd of the mates, and |
the chevry ery of the nimhls satlors aloft :
as they roared out, “hanl ontto lesward " i
or *licht over to windward ™

The last man had laid down fram aloft, i
the men were clustering aft to “splice the
main brace,” when a sudden grmmble and |
gruting ran through the ship. A =shock, a |
bump—followed By a second shock, which
threw the men off their feet viclently, and
then the good ship Exporter strack heavily
on & coral reef, and was foreed high up on
the dangerons shoal.

With a suceession of erashss the
Wavering

tally
the side, the

afirighted cries of the men, the shonis of |

the officers, and the ferrilile ominons grind.

mesis went ovaer

ing on the ship’s keel rang out on s mid- |
night nir,

But the ealm, ?-‘-'v":'.-!}' voive of the f"'l!‘-l

tain was heard abova all, ealling on fhr‘m1

ln u‘\[-_‘ i'.'E,\' n,'l'{t-t'_-‘. an l -I;-l:"!i:"‘\i!.i.'ﬂ t'.l'l,lllll"?.‘f'
had the desived offect,

Watihing for the next vivid flash, Jackson
seanned the =cone and that it wae |
comparatively ensy to reach the main lana
by the coral reef.

Carefully and cantionsly the men were
direcied to =eramble for the land, and Jack-
son was the |ust

BAW

man to leave the doomedd |

ship. A sharp ery of anguaish escenped |

from him as he leaped over tha rail, but it |

wus swaliowed up i the foree of the
gale, which now eel In with redoabled
fury. '

All night 1
awned the

while

e it raged, and as duylight
a

Launous

WIVES were runuing |
high, the breaksrs roared like so |
many angry and hangry wolves,

Not a vestics of ship or eargo rempined |
save i few remnants of shattered H]HLISy
and singular enough the medivine clest |
was found comparatively aninjured. By |
gome menns it had escapad the undertow,
and was half buried in the sand, a sad
relic of the onee nolile =l

Jackson hnd perforined his diffienl! tnak

well, not s brenth of auspivion conld attaeh !
it=slf to him, and all hande endeavored to
epeak a word of comfort to  their pale, de-
jected suparior.

engrossad the at-
With

]
wRing sun “:mz':tl

But other matlers soon

tention of both officera and men.

the dispersing storm clowds, aj
numerons and well armed body of natives
snddenly made theéir appearance, and with |
loud and menacing ories rmashed upon the
defenseless, shipwrecked seamen.

By the advice of the captain, no attempt
W |:!-=. mude to resist the half-naked, swarthy
natives, who bore the entire ship’s company
in their midst to their reigning  prines,
who was atlived in more than barburie
splendor,

A Mulay stepped forward fo act as in-
terpreter, having cervel]l on board & coun-
try wailat a= seaman, where hg had learn-
ed a smattering of the English langunge,
He informed Capt. Jackson that the ship
had strmek & resf making ont from Sara-
wak, on the i=land of Borneo, and that they
were the and slaves
of the prince bearing the name of the
tovwn.

In a low, eonfidential tone, he addad that
he wished them no harm, but advised them
to sirain every ellort to eseape, as the
rajah was a bloodthirsty fellow, who de-
lighted in putting his prisoners to death by
the most eruel tortures that could be de-
vised. The Mulay added that the poten-
tate was greatly depressed at present on
account of the seveore illness of the yomng
princess, his favorite danghter; and as all
the ja-ju men on the island had failed to
relieve her, their hends had paid the forfeit
She was hourly growing worse, and the
father wus almost frantic at the thought of
losing his idol.

Caplain Jackson listened in deep silence,
and a ray of hope darted across his really
fine features as he reflected for a moment,
In his many leisure hours at sea he had

now prizoners

much so that he felt perfecily confi-
dent to grapple with any ordinary disease,

The men were standing belween thal
well-armed natives, who were only await-
ing the well-known signal of their ruler to
dash their brains out or reserve them for s:
worse fate, But the dusky potentate had
velapeed into a reverie, and had xppu-‘l'
rently forgotten the presence of the white
men.

The guards stirred iropatiently, while
their dark eyes shot forth glaness which
boded no good 1o the trembling men whom
they had in thair power, |

Nerved on by desperation, and a prey to
terrible suvprehensions at  the

the most

awful predicament and danger the ship's |
company were in throngh his instrumen-
tality, Jnek=on whizspered a few words in the |
enr of the Malny, who ventured to approach |
his royal master.

Jackson had bethought him of the fortu-

| nate discovery of the medicine chest, and

determined to assume the risk of asserting
his power 10 save the princess” life, which
he aceordingly did, and the Malay quickly
conveyed the intelligence to the despondent
father.

In an instant the hizh-born native was
on his feet.  His eyes glistened with an un
natoral lastre; his deep, scnorous  woics
echoed through the room, while the jewels
flashed and scintilluted on his clothing as he
gesticulated wildly,

The MMalay transiated the will of his
chiafiain, and Jackson was informnd that
he should bave an epportunity to try his
ekili—that, if sueceessful, he wonld be
londed with wealth such as he never
dreamed of -— that his comrades should |
share in his goed fortune, and liberty as |
well ns jowels should be the share of the |
white strangers.  DBat, en the other hand,

after exciling false hopes

and making an
assertion he coulldl not make good, il the
princess shouid die, then death with the
most exquisile torments would be the por-
tion of all.

It was not wilhout anervous chill that the
shipmuster listened to the aliernative, and
although kis fuce was pale, still he never
faltered in lis step as he followed a guide
to the presencs of the princess,

He could scareoly repress his ombarrass.
ment us e bent over the sligit fonn of the
princess, who was litila more than a child l
in yenis, sand stature,  She was reclining in
a silken bamwmock, partiadly covered by a
moved her I
ving with pain,
Jdreckson as he !
exnmined her pulse, tong 1, ete. f

H ter tronble was
nothing more sertous tu

which the contonts of

E;i;_,"hr Elnze covering. ~he
heawd from side to side, o
and qmetly sabmitted to
goon discovered it
w slow fever, |
the medieme ehest ’
wonld easily nlleviate, s he breanthied a !
silent bt fervent ponyer of guntitude for
the means of eseapo olloied o his colarades
and himsaif.
The prerions

soon nnder

collection of drugs was |
the proper

remedies given, aud for the fust thae L

bis watchinl care,

msny days the ]diu"--:-- EAUA 0 AN dusy
aad refreshing slumbor that misht

Jackson wutelied by hoy
the Liel oecupied & pile of cush-

iu;l.--g elosa ]u'r-'ni." L.

mmmork, while

siern old

The recovery of thy palient was rapid,

thanks to a rood co uz and enpmin
Jackson in the vomse of e 5% ] had the
sabizfaciion of sec ¢ her siiting  up

Ionghing aud tadking with her overjoyed
father.

The =afoty of the ehipwrecked erew was
the rajsh kept his
word, heaping gemss and gold dust npon
them all.

To Jackeon he made the most munifi-
L the office n[

Bul the ship-

gasured, more than

cent offors, prossing upon
chicf je-jn of the island.
muedter wisely declined the office in ean-
tioni= langraage, and ot paoting his belt re. !
eeived an addition that more than esceedod
Lis wildet iduns of wenlth.

Tue cuurs puriy woere emveyed to Sin-
gapore, whare Joeckson huede adien to his
ofdd comreades, tuking the first mail steamer
that lefi

Reaching Liverpool, he soon arrived at
Lis destinntion, and was warinly weleomed
by his wife and li tle ones, to whom he re-
lated his strange adventuras.

Without loss timse he ealled on the
owners of the Exporter, who had menn-
while, securad their Mol manrance of vessal
and cargo—ecoolly informing Jackson thut
he nead never expect to command one of
their ships agraing for which rebuff he cared
Tt litile,

Removing 1o a smal. ent growing West-
e he boecame identiied with its
prosperity, and to-day is one of its wealth-
iest und most infilnential citizens.

He has conscientiously sfriven to re-
pair the error into which he was drawn,
Lat never thinks of Shanghai and the tea
trade without a visible shodder,

e E——— e —

»~
wi

town,

STRONG DRINIL.

I have heard the wail of children erying
for bread, and their mother had none to
give them. I have seen the babe pulling
the breasts as dry us if the starved mother |
had been dead. 1 have known a father \
amrn a stepdanghter into (he =trest at night, |
bildding the sobbing girl who bloomed in- j
to womanhood, sesk her living there as |
others did. I have bent over the fonl pal |
let of a dying 1ad, to hear him whisper,
and his father and motber, who were sit- ‘
ting half drunk by the fireside, had pulled
the blankets off his body to sell them for
drink. I have seen the children blanched
like plints in a cellar—for weeks they
never breatiied a mouthtul of fresh air for |
want of rags to cover their nukedness; and |
they lived in continual terror of a drunken l
futher or mother coming hote to beat |
them. 1 do not recollect ever seeing a
mother in these wretehied dwellings hand- |
ling ber infant, or of hesdving the little ones
erow or langh, These are some of drink’s
doings; but nobody ean know the misery
suffered amid these scenes of wretcheduess,

woe, want and sin.

A landlady, in Jersey City, lately bought
& piano at auection for four dollars and sixty
three cents. “It is for the benciit of my
boarders,”” she remarked.

THE LONE CABIN.

A WILD RIDE FOR LIFE,

I had ridden hard and fast, and was as-

 tonished to find myself coming into a strag-

gling settlement. On the cours: which [

should have taken there was nothing of the |

soit,  Somewhere I had crossed the right
trail and taken the wrong one. Almost
any traveler in the border sections wonld
have been glad to thus stumble upon a
place for food and refreshment. Not so
with myself. In the hreast pocket of my

coat | earried five thousand four handred |

and ninety odd dollars, United States mon-
ey, 1 had veceived this amount from Maj.
Gen. T. M. Lacey, and it was to be earried

through to Fort L———; and placed in the
| hands of Col. Asa F. Southard, to dofray

DECESSArY AUMY exXpenses,

‘et through at your best gait, Camnes,”’
said the Major, *“‘the money is long since
overdue, and Southard’s rather irascilile
temper must have been tried tothe atmost,
You know how the soldiers get to growling
il uncle is at all delinguent in paying up.

Ride in a carcless manver, but be careful, |

I don’t think that any one dreams of the
arvival of this money—save, of course, the
mail agent and the clerk who delivered me
the packages.”

I was directed over an unfamiliar section,
hence my losing of the right route. I eon-
sidered it my safest plan, so long as 1 had
Llandered upon the verge of the settlement,
to boldly enter and rest as an ordinary
traveler would do.
Iy on, I wight, by that very act, exeite sus-
picion.

There were only two men in the barroom
when [ entered-—the landlord and the
hostler.  Under his familiar cordiality the

laudlord fartively eyed me in a manner |

that made me wish that 1 was done with
my job, but 1 reassared myself with the

 thoaght that it was the eansciousness of

the responsibility reposing upon me.  DBes

[ fore T had finished my supper two moe
| travelers rode up, ealled oat for the host~

ler, and ordered drinks, or rather one of
them came mm with the orders, and the

| other threw hiwscll down on a bench out-

I Wad barely time to place myself in this
receptacle for the dead, when a hoarse
voice—one that I knew by the description
which I had of it—ealled ont :

“*Here you, Dick,™

The woman threw her apron over her
head and opened the door.

“Where's Dick.”

“He hasu’t come back yet," returned
the woman,

“Oh, he arn’t—Jen, hev yer hord a horse
g0 by to-night 2"

*““Yes, ouly a little while ago—a small
man 2"’

“Yes—driving like the devil."”

“I guess,” she said, then pausad, “‘you
can hear the horse now,” feiguing to listen.

But Bill "Wolf must have been of a sus-
Eiciuns nature. I heard him leap from Lis

orfe and strike with a jaurving plunk upon
the sod. A smonldering fire was buining
on ihe stone hbearth, 1 could imagive
Bill's attitade—he had a hand on each
duor casing, his bruial head was thrust in-
side the room ; he was peering about the
apartroent,

“What in h— is that?"* he questioned ;
and my heart stood still, for | knew hLe
spoke of my retreat.

“1's Stautfer's eoffin,
cnrry it over to-night.*”

“Staff I ejaculated the desperado, ‘‘as
Le made his bed, so let him lay—buzzards
are the sextons for the likes o him.”

The woman sort a groaned, and then 1
heard Wolf go up and joggle the yain bar-

Dick is going to

| vel at the corner of the cabin, and finally g0
Should I push horried- |

away with the remask ;
“IMe ain’t far off ; be conldn’t stick to
that blind critter when he began to burry,”
“What shall I do? What shall 1 do?”
gasped the woman ; “they will be back in
twenty minntes, for T believe that your
horse is in sight, not more than three guar-

| ters of a mile off, and my busband is liable

side and begauo loading a huge pipe.  Stoll- '

ing carelessly about the roow, [ managed
to glancs out of the window. My heart
leaped iuto my throaty for in the man outs
side T recognized—from a deseription of
Lim—Dill Wolf, oue of the most desper-
ate clunacters Lhat ever figured in the an-
wpals of border rufianism.  There was the
hage red monstache, the thick, hairy theoat,

to come at any moment,'
““Bat with him inside the house we
might—""

The driver mumbled something, but the
whisky had thickened his speecli so that it
was unintelligible to me.

If be did attempt to move the coffin [
was lost.

They kept within hailing distance for
the length of sowe three or four miles,
Dick smashing the heavy wagon along at
a stunning gait ; and 1 expected every mo-
ment that my shell would be jostled ont.

By and by there was a shout off to the
right of a *tally o™ as if the huntsman
had siglited the quanry. Nothing but an
utiwarrantable amount of liguor conld have
influenced them to eonduct themselves as
they did, for no sooner had they called omt
from the right than Dick came to asadden
halt, leaped fiom the seat, and yan off
toward those who were hallooing.

For ove instaut my heart stopped beat-
ing at the thonght of the next hazard
which I was about to ran. The uext mo-
meut [ sprang (rom the coffin to the gronnd.
A few lightning-like strokes, and | had
severed the (races and the holdbacks of
the harness,

The whole scene is vividly pictured in
my mind. The moon-lighted praivie, the
little ravine towards which e rencgades
were dashing, the wagon standing in the
trail—then the rattling of the falling thills
reached the ears of the party, and with a
wild shout they turned townre me. | was
on the horse’s back, but boldly detined by
the mooulight. There was the sharp re-
port of 1wo vifles. 1 felt a sting in my
foot, another in my shoualder, but the horse

| was unharmed, and the race forlife began.

“With him !"" she emphasized it in des- !

pairing toues—*he’s Bill Wolls brother.”

1 was ont of the coffin in a trice, then,
you may well believe.

“It is death for youany way," she moan-
ed, “for I heard the rattle of Dick’s axles
already.”

“Stay, there’s the rain barrel,™ said 1, in
desperation, “they’ve tried that once, they

. may not asain,”’

|

And before yon would be able to speak
a senteunce, the water was dashed out of

| the cask and stealing down into the arid

and the shonlders hunched up around his |

head, sogeesting the shape of a mammoth
clam—and 1he voice with a deep down in-
tonation like the plop, plop, plop of the
water hvviedly leaving a jug., If the de-
scr ption of the notorions renegade is incle-
gy, it has the merit of teathfoluess, and
musi, therstore, be excused.

I went through with my sapper in form,
but whatever appetite I might have felt

i

|

soil, and [ was in the barrel, and the wo-
man dropping a tub half filled with water
in at the top as a cover.

She had barely time to enter the honse,
the doar of whieh, f-l'l'lllml.lt_"[.r, n|l(-||ml on
the side away from the moon, when a rat-
tling wehicle drew up at the door and |
heard a hioarse voice raving and swearing
at the woman for something dove, or un-
done, and then from the bung-hole, the
plng having been dislodged in the npsetting

on my entrance ivto the inn, had vanished i of the eask, | saw the [arvious retnrn of the

with my discovery. Afier a time the other
fellow came in, baving been ont, he said,
to ivok alter the animals, and they also or-
dered supper. . Now was my time to leave,
which 1 did in a careless manner, passing
some commmplres remarks with the two

men as | erossed the aim, smoky bar-room. |

Asthiey scemed o 1ake no notice of me what-
ever, | felt my spitits rise with hopes that
I should make a safe transit,

three rencgades,

There was a good deal of lond talking,
and explanations, and oaths, and stirring
up of hot neetar and rough remarks abont
the cistern o the eorver ; bat both Diek
aud the woman seemod sore about that
maiter, and the mau peremptorily refused
to join that hunt beeause of the eoffin.

“Well, yon're going our way a piece,”

[L was quite | said Wolf, “likely enough yon'il Lave the

duskish outside, but the hostler was flisting | fan of secing us wing the tarkey.””

about the stables with lus lantern, which

The conversation was dis! ressingly per-

emilted buy a little more elfulgent light | sonal, made acutely so by Dick asking :

than a white beam would have done, but

““Is there water cnough out there, Jan, to

he graciously bronght out my steed at the | drink my horse 2"

order. and mounting, I thavkfully trotted
away. The moon—a little passed full—
would make her debut in something more
thau an hoor after sunset, and 1 pushed
along at a smart Lot 80 as o get well out
upon the plains aud into the vight trail be-
fore thut time.  The animal went along at
an asswring gait, and I was feeling infinite-
Iy relieved at my providential eseape from
eontact with the dosperate characters
whom I had left at the settlement, when
my acute, trained, ever alert ears detected
the sound of swilt viding.  In which diree-
tion? From behind me, as the mildly tloat-
ing breeze bilow from that quarter. The
face of Lhe praivie in this section was = Jit-
tle rolling, but not so as to afford and shel-
ter, and not a shrub or bosh dotted the ex-
panse for miles.

|
]

|
!

“T'll see,” she returned, moving slowly
over the door-still, and then, leaping to
the cask, she lifted out the tub, and tipped
my prison over a little so that I oouid
spring out. [ was belind the cask when
Irek came to the door and chivruped his
beast up to the tab to dguk.

“I"1l go with you as far as the forks,”™
he said, as two of them came out with the
coffin and slid it into the body of the
wagon,
bly to call the others.

At that moment a wild and desperate
plan entered my brain, but feeling for my
kuife, T found that it was missing, along
with the belt to which it was attached. 1n
the sudden jostle which the falling steed
had given me, the girdle had been snap.
ped and lost without my knowledge. The

[ drew up my horse one moment to liss | horses of the three renegades—my own,

ten.
that., Tt meam pursuit,

I gave my steed a galling lash, and she
broke into a eonvulsive gait, hove her body
up with one or two plunges, stumbled,
going down from her knees to her nose,
and pitched e literally heels over head.
For an instant [ was paralyzed with as-
tonishment, the next 1 scized the bit te

|

No chance travelers ever rode like | which had been retained by the hostler at

the inn, among them —were hitched on the
farther side of the door, where the moon-
light, striking by the énd of the eabun,
rested fally npon them. It was snicide to
attempt seizing one of them; but as the

, woman, with some purpose in her mind,
| sang out to the men to come back and get

fetch up the fallen animal, which bad in |
the meantine undergone a strauge meta-

morphosis.  She had lost her white face

lon or in the grass, and, passing my hand
- between bereyes, [ fouud the hair was wet. |

In an instant I was examining the white
teges ; my hoise had been pecniiavly

found these sticky with whitewash,
then ? Simply, my trappings had been
transfered to anotlier avimal gotten up to
exacily represent mine inihe evenig. This
discovery bronght wu appalling iuterpreta-
tion of the on-coming horsemen. gave
the horse the whip as soon as his unstable
legs were well nuder him, and sent him a
seonring on ahead while I rvan off to the
right, making for a litde hollow, dry ravioe.
Here, to my profound astonisliment. 1 dis-
covered a lone cabin, or hat, about the
dimensions of an owdinary counutry log
house, and, impulsively dashing up to
this, I gave a rapid succession of knocks.
A shrinking, pale aud cowering woman
opened it.

“What is it 2" was her flist guestion,
noticing my breathless haste.

Had I stopped for a moment’s reflection
upon the strangely isolated position of the
eabin, I should not have passed in by her

with the explanation :

“Is there any chanee to Lide here—my
horse has thrown me, and I believe a par-

ty of desperadoss are elose up with me.™”

I noticed that the mooun was coming up
dry and red in the east, when she mechan-
ically closed the door behind me before I
had linished my explanation.

“No, no; there is o place,” she gasped,
her quick ear pnow catehing the sound of
the eoming horsemon. “This is all the

the last dipper-full of lignor which she had
mixed, 1 seized the ouniy aliernative. 1
sprang lighfly into the wagon, liftea the
coffin lid, and again crawled tnto the long
DAITOW prison.

There was no choice. The flood of
moonlight had swept so far toward my

i hiding place that only a part of my body
marked with white legs and face, and 1

What

was goncealed by the bairvel, and I kvew
that diseovery was inevitable, for the man’s
horse stood in sueh a position that in o der

| to recover the reins he mast have trodden

upon me, aud there was no earthly (bing,
as far as the eye could reach over the plain,
behind which a man could hide. Ab, bat

Cwhat if he shonld read jost bis freioht?

Can you think how my heart pam ped away
at the thought? You wonder what my
plan eould be ? I bad none, other than the
hope of having only one man to deal with
if he weut on his way a8 he ealenlited,
The three ruflinns were mounted, sod &1
were about to stact, when the womnn ran
out with soiue sort of a blanket, and mnt-

; tered something about covering the eoiila.

:'
|

room there is—and there is neither cellar |

no actic.”

“But this?" I exclaimed, rushing for a
dark object in the eorner.

“It's a ecoffin,” was her quick response ;
“but there’s no other chance—they are
turuing up to the door—get in.”’

The man jelled ont to ber to mivd her
own business and lel the *hing alone. '

She retreated with the cloth, but she
had accomplished ber pucpose.. In its
folds she bad concoalad a bewie kun.feg
under its eover she had vaised the hd avd
dropped the weapon inside, it giving me a
eut as it fell upon me ; but in the momen-
tary noisc and confusion I had got the
weapon in my bhand, and with its point
raised the heavy lid of the jough box the
fraction of an inch, so that breathing was
easy if my position was cramped.

1:tm three horsemen sprend out, remark-
ing to each other : “Beat np the game vow
speedily, before, by any miracle, he geis
into the wooden Lelt by Bufind’s Springs.”

They continued to halloa at each other
for some time ; their liberal potations sur-
monnting their diseretion,

“Dick,” they cailed back, as they were
driving off, “‘a cool twelve handred npiece ;
throw out your old shell and join the
buut.”™

. her mind and head toward me,

They then stepped back, proba-

There was a disheartening disndvautage
for me, for I bad uo saddie, but 1 was rid-
ing for my life, and [ beld my steed be-
tween my knees, and took the broad trail
with the fary of a tomado.  But the issue
would 1est mostly with the horse. [ kuew
nothing of those that were pursuing me,
excepling my own white-faced mare. She
eould run like an autelope and ont-wind a
hurnicane,

Ou and on my steed, desperately spurred
with the point of my knife, bove ahead,
actually causing me o gasp for breath ;
and not two hondred yards in the rear
rode my would-be murderers,

Oun the rolling praivie vow, and my ani-
mal took the declivities with a plunge,
and the eclevations with a suve, ficrce
stride —across the brawling ford—but crack
eame another rifle echo, and again astream
of fire seemed tostrike my shoulder. They
were closing in—closing up. I eould vow
make out only two horsemen following me.
Oune of them had discharged his rifle at me,
the other I kunew was held in rest for them
to come just a few yards nearer.§

A momentary dizziness lopped me over
upon my horse’s neek.  The raflinus yelicd
trinmphantly belind, but a distant echo
brought me ap, and giving my poor beast
a stinging blow, T emitted the wild, long,
fierce yell of the border rangers, and sped
om again ; but wy horse had that peeunliar
squiim now and then iu bis gait that told
me he was falterving,

Agnin that echo reached me, swelling
ont on the rising wind—ir was the shiill
squeal of the fife avd the rom diddie-nm,
did-e-um dum-dum, dum of infantry re-
turping from some expedition w Forg
L———. Aguin 1 sent out that long, wild
border yell, and T knew by the quicker
breathing of the fife, and the rapid pulsing
of the drum, that the soldiers had broken
into the ““double quick™ in heed of my ory.

A parting shot fired at random, and the
two desperadoes turned ; but one of them,
at Jeast, T was uot done with. 1 called my
Lhorse with a pecaliny whistle ; T repeated
and repeated i, and then T hemd him
crashing again in pursait, while hig driver
shouted and lashed him, and tried to pull
him round the other way. For a brief
time the desperado wrestled with the aai-
mal, lashed, goaded, and ronred at her,
but my incessant, jerky whistle-call kept
v He only
gave up the froitless struggle and leaped
from ber back when a squad of infantry
dashied over a hillowy swell of praivie, and
rusbed down toward us at that steady,

i measmied ran which is so effeclive in con-

trast with a disordely gais,

“I"s well, boys™ 1 exclaimed, as they
came up with me—for T knew his voice.
bad no need to tell them that there was a
priceset on his bend, as it Las been clearly
proved that e bad stivied up the savages
to commit more thau onelmassacre of the
settlers ; and a dozen of them, uttering a
vell of fury, started in parsait, while the
others, noticing my swaying about on the
animal which I rode, begnn o thiok that T
had found something sevions in my race for
life. 1o faet, the plain naslsing aud fall-
ing and shuffling about o that it took a
great amount of nevve and equipnise to sit
as [ ought.  They got me inw Fors Lara-
mic, howcever, with uncle’s promissory
notes all safe in my vest pocket ;| while my
baot fall of Blood, and the galling fesh
wounds in my shoalder, accoanted for the
oad mancuverings of the plain wiitle 1T was
on horseback.

After a ief bt dosperate conflict Bill
Woll was brought in, aud passed over ta
the proper diiicers “to have and to hold,”
until there shonld be meted ont to him the
measare hie bad given others,

-

A LATELY appointed postmaster of a
Massachusetts town went to Boston the
cther day to “‘qualify’’ and have his bond
for 800 ﬂ:l}-'l'l""("l", The bomd was all t“klll‘.'
and the regolir question was put to the P.
M.z “How muoech nre you whrih; sir 2
“Wal.” he replied, “I don’t tell how much
'm worth. Pradstrost sets me at §10, 000,
T guess you'd better puf it down at that
figger™  “How much do the assessirs sot
you at ™" “Wal, the asseseomrs don’tset e
at so high a figzer; bat (in a euonfidential
whisper) "tween you'n' we I'm coe of the
assessurs.”’

- - -

Tre Movenry Greonoe WASHINGTON, —
George . Washington conldn’t tell & lie, and
that's what aiis the average Vieksburg
boy. The other day, when one of them
accidectally broke a pave of glass in a
store-window, it was touching to see him
walk bravely inlo the store and up th the
merchant, and say :  *“Mr. Binuk, [ broke s
pane of giass in the window there, and you
can chairge it 1o the old mwan’s account,
Pat it down as a ponnd of salaratus, and
he'll never know the difference
- _— s

Sae used to meet him at the gate with
a kiss, and a smile like morning light, buat
now she comes to the door in a dingy ealico
wrapper, aud shoes down at the heels,
shades her eyves with ber limnd, looks enr-
nestly to make sare i*'s him, as he walks
up to the honse tived and ecare-worn, in-
quires with a voice that scems to need  gil-
ng, “‘ia you bring that mackerel




