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I THE DEFECTIVE NAIL.
BY THOMAS DUNN ENGLISH.
I looked at a carpenter nailing one day
Some weather boards on in a workmanlike
way,
Aund saw that the claw of the hammer he
clapped
T'o a nail, which the moment before he had

l;tll!h'l'_

And, drawing it out, threw it by with a
jerk,

Took another instead, and went on with Lis
work.

“What's that for 2 T asked Nim.
nails grown o chean,

Thar Fon toss them aw Ay as too worthless to

“Have

k----'. S
N0 he answered, “it bent in the driving,
:‘nwl s,

Lest it make abad job, to the ground it must

(L8]

We draw while we're able,” he said, with a
grin,

“For we can’t pull it our, onee we hammer
itin."

When the nail had been followed by one |
that was good .
I ot

feod besside it a dent in the wood — !
Flhie mark huol been msale Uy the base of the
i ’
i g foren exsertedd th eyt
\ =10 o evesight q
I vl over, w
Te-mat v
. n
1;. Wi i
! v frome ] pia
i
" 1!
I.
Isy i A i T¥wve n . wl
I
|
W g ks i ] H &
Al I 2 B Frankliu, his 1 -
biveke
t I Sl W
> e precit Lns |
|
'l Zh ti ' =
4 1 i
i b 1 na 1 s Dham
11
e . = i i Pisesl o]
Who b ¢ maiden, and made
lari CR d
L. n hix g i
¢ i Atied onses with dissolute
"
't A dri oy orivoken to sy
| er p Coml gpuiionly, not hamomer it in,
= . L
W hivn s neighibor of those sees thetr
(1! tht 1zh 4 glase
I AR - r the censor to
]
A i " I their wickedness, tiglit-
( “ m r, the other a sot
! I L1 Al p<s ot wortl o pin,
] aovord WoTwakl bwiast ot he hanuied
it in
W ki A grir] = 5 the world that she
nreiv thinks jess !
UILE I T re and comdnet than gadding
and il pess |
When =he engerly secks for a eonfab with |
Whios Kk solely runs npon dresses aml
L X,
\ ) o
N ceting home dotios some strest-varn to
e

That nail will give troalie it onee hammered
.

When a wife finds her temper grow peevish [
A =, H
Aud the tones that once charmed her have
fost all their power :

she seolds 6l her hnsbaund, iv fury
and Jrenine, |
a fool, in whisky seeks oblivion *o |
gain
"Twere better by far did she never begin
Tootap oo that uail, less hammer it in.

When
I.: -

When some wommi—wife, widow, or spin-

ster, the same —

Too eager ta blow the dull coals to a flame,
Pl fanlis of her sistors brings closer 1o
Yieew,
Calling this one strect.gadder, and that one
Her nail has a flaw, is ill-shapen and thin,
As sl flod to her cost whien she Laminers
it
Evough for ths T The nnils tlint we
wl? v
Not through boards that are pulseloss, but
frarnes that are iive,
Examine them waoell closely sean ere too
late ;
Should they prove of firm metal, well.ewt
andd qpuite stradghn,
1. Enrillima of = vring, or clamor_ or din,
1*iace el wlere it should be, il b
N A S HE DaAr
| v L 2l 1% llt UADY,
. \
-
[ ] of |
i i ne ' i
' 1}
! waoke, she departed, lvaving
i o 2 L l"lIJE Vviment, i
d by pastr inscourity into a state of
| ~4 Iy
With e eye on my boot and the other
on the erndle, hike a faithful wateh dog. 1
listened to the retreating footisll that
shionld bave warted me buat did not, *“e
leok ont for squalls,™ I had no idea of the
nwlunl responsibiiity which I bhad taken

npon myself, or I shoonld haveshink fiom

it, a5 a eat does from a mastilf
Infact, T rnther

suspect that I felt in a tritling degree am-

water, or

from achurning machine.

bitions that baby shonld open ove eye—only
I might have the pleasure of |
shutting it again. Unwary mortal ! How |
little do we know when we are well off !
My smbition was but too soon to be grati-
fied ; I had yet to learn by bitter experi

ence how weary is the lotof those who tend
on babies,

one-=that

I wondor whether infants are eonscions
in their sleep of their mother's absence, and
know that an oppottunity has arrived for
Seutting updidoes.””  The bahy over whose
slumbers I had beeome the guardian genius
—how the flies pitehed into its nose ! —was
as sonnd asleep as any baby eould be when
its mother departed ; but sosooner had her

1 tempaest out of the eradle.

| and fro the room, tossed it up and down

! layers of brick thick.

shadow faded from the room than the
symptoms of wakefulness began to appear.
First came a sigh, then a chuckle thatsaid
as plain as a chuekle conld say, “Now for
some fun,” and then one eye opened and
shut, and then both began peeping about,
until the head seemed inelined to bob off
the pillow. I felt a little nervous at these
symptoms—only a little. “Poh I"* said 1
to myself, “‘a roll or two of the eradle will
" but
Baby was bound to have aspree.
That
g, bothersome blue-bottle tly, too, tired
of watehing for the ship over the clock face,
started on a voyage of discovery on its own

soon settle your business, yoangster ;’
it did not.
It knew that its “mother was out.™

account, and the promontory which it |
reached was the nose of the baby —a tempt-

"ing spot upon which it landed for refresh-

ments, buzzing most villainously as it did
so. It was a ticklish landing, however,
and baby soon drove it off with a sneeze

that astonished its senses, and mine too,

more than the fly's, for the fly was aeens-
tomed to ticklish situations, which I was
not, Baby wn 1t chly aroused. Up
woent 112 1 T, Linblilsy arin I'.:‘ ._n‘.,l'
i i i i

i Jdid ) I i1 i

& -. i { i i - L

hiad 1 i 1 \

I k [ d p ! i solf
f the way in which T did i, and 1 am

e th reasonable baby wouid have
14 e b sleg p agat il o Wy for coing Vitent
siake ;- ba hiee bLia the ceradle didn't
The ¥ ment th ch FOeas v[,n':atui;-r--"'l
the little head with o small, peevish ery. 4
Ihat ery ! it was like the *“fizzing of the
K i pevider mag e 1o el

' an "

Woere v evet wreeed thie mnldie of
Lhe -__' i :»:. the maid-of ail-work l-'ll‘i?:;_'_
i her slippers and night eap toinform you |
that yoar o was o fid Dhid yonever
stand by a Dutchiman » was weighing
gunpowder with a Jight cignar in bis

mouth 2 Did you ever stand over the boiler

of a Mississippi steamboat an I\'.\:jvt.‘t_“:vv"r_\'

moment o be banded on the ee tops half
a mile inland 2 I noi yon cannot eonoeive
my hovror when I heavd that ery. T was

in a cold perspiration fiom head to oot |
I have no doalt that as big as |
ff my lore-
baby
indin rub:ber :

I

bail=tones
i misght have been pic
head, 1 vocked for ds
I st 1 a ball .

- 1ifve, and
ke
\(rs

<h

vinidistic <1
I.l

e
bt the IFt.l'l-_'.

: nseloss I sange o
1 think ofy from the

a-biv-bibsy to “Ulease, mide MOTELS |

ried tenor, and T tried bass ¢

dird not know the difivrence. It seemed to

|
think it ail base. The louder [ sang, the
it

squall beat,

londoer cricd. Tt was bawl and sqnall,

and The squall prevish be- |

eame the ery indignant, and the cry indig-
I.ll.\ll'- |

bottle bozzed with delighy, and danced =a

pant became the squall imperative.

hornpipe on the window, while the clock |

1%y |

kept np a taniahizing “Go it ! Go it

In an unlucky moment [ lifted the little ‘
.\-t""l'l'. never,
pever will I eommit sueh an act of thonght- |
Before T did so 1 ‘

could have truly sung with the poet, “The

less imprudence agnin !

white squall raves ;'
ficreest blasts seemed belehing from that
little throat.  In the hope of guicting the
tornade, I took it in my arms, waddied to

\
but aflterwards the i
{

until my shoniders ached, dandied it on
my knees—now the right one, now the
left ; bt do. Like
eastorly gale, that multiplied squall seemed
to 1
wias completely terrified. T saw visions nl":
convuisions aud such like ills that infant
If 1 had been the
city | am sare that a erowd wonld have |
I might have been taken uap
and accused of an attempt to commit in

nothing would an

be endiess. 1 felt really alarmed

“flesh = heir o™ in

edlect (:fi.

| tanticide —perhaps been published in the

papers as a wreteh guilty of croclty to
dumb animals Pami! How [ wish that
i 17 Tamil ean had been demb | I even
' i ‘ TR b p e « indoe 1
1 l ot il exd nredd e
" i 1 i "
. ved, with 1 :
ey,  yer D not yel i
il veoed I o ol irned to
ite oid quarters ove the « | plats |
witch for the reappenrance of the ship.
porhaps asking, as impatiently as I did,
the guestion, “When will she return?"

while the cluck continned to repeat nnecas-
“Nob yet ! 1

rushed a dozen times to

ingly, not yeg I kuew not ‘

what to do, and
the door, ]:uiui:lg to see the coming reliel ;

Is of the dist

bt the wal it ehuarel and the
honses beyoud were thick, and I esuld not
look through them.  The brook was langh-
ing in the sunshine, and marmared joyous-
Iy as it glided over the stones, and 1 felt a
strong temptation to pop the piping part
of the baby intoit. 1 am sare the elock
eried mockingly, “Deo it! do it!"”" but the
thimght of a coroner’s inguest restrained
me—a conntry jury of Duteh boors, with
short pipes in their mouths, and skulls two |
There was a vooster |
upon the fence flapping his wings, and
crowing like a Trojan—I do believe it was
over my perplexity ; the pigs were grunt-
ing in their sty, and a cow was giving
nourishment to her ealf in a distant fieid.
Suaddenly a bright idea struck me. [ seized
an old tobacco pipe that had been stowed
away apon the mantelpicee, and, immers.
ing the bullb in a tambler of water, thrust
the stem into the baby's mouth. Bahy
was uo genius. I beoame satisficd of that

| every blast,

! cious Jamb I

in a minute. [t is an attribute of genins
to accomplish its desires with imperfeet in-
struments. There was no stoppage in the
pipe. I tried it myself.

I was at my wit’s end, and laid the baly
on the floor, cromming my fingers into my
cars. [t was no use ; I could not shat out
the sound. It was like a thousand “‘ear-
piereing pipes,’’ drilling me through and
through. 1 was riddled with screams that
touched like galvanic wires on every nerve,
The clatter of a thiee-story cotton mill,
with a hundsed girls talking of new bon-
nets through the din, was nothing to it.
All the locomotives in the land tortured
into a state of agony wonld alone compare
with it ; but mill and lvcomotive might be
stopped, and baby could not be quicted
even fora moment. Anything but a baby’s
lungs would have been worn out by sach
an abuse of power, but their strength only
increased, seeming 1o acquire new pipes at
What would I not have given
for the sight of a petticoat bearing down

! Naver did Rabinson O

1

0O my relied

iv Fason
ot his desert island gaze more long ingly
over the ocean in searvel of & &uil than 1 did
# 1 ) I b e el onrls, I
L i T the 1
L T | il ! i B [
Tiedi | innest het pay 1

’ bint the fem
nines, HEke other pseless ¢ ditics, had

atl vitnished when most wanted —e

| CAl, i nsible ereature, had disappeared.
Like the distresseil iero of a 1 I |

was lell to LY OWn resonices, d hiad
resources feft.  There was a baby flopping
abisut on the Hoor like o porpoi=e ona ship's
deek s il | o1 ils Deam ends wans a
o prosition I riglted L a 34
timmes, but over went agnin, as if al &
ballast bad shifted tothe head., 1 b o it
the shovel and tongs and the bellows fiom
the | replace : but buby wonldn't ook at
them. not a it of i ugh 1 took the
[ trouble to blow the bellows in the blue-
botthe's face, and s¢ the threads on the
carpet Hymng about the room. LEven (he

clother-brasl and nutmeg grater proved 20
attraciion, and [ broke a snspender batton

hopping

abont ke a frog on all fouss,
If I bad stood on my Lead and had shaken
the peunnics out of my pockets it would
Lave had no effect.  Even a lamp of sugar
it

wud pitched

woeld not bribe it to be -l']it t. nde

wiy Buces at the mircon, HAV-=
agely into the pitlow, turned indignantly
from the tea-kettle, and squared ol at the
rolling pin.  If 1 bad given it the carving-
kaife [ do verily Ybelieve that it wonld have
cut o its own head, and made too squalls
instead of one, but [ forbore. Give

! T forbore.

» 1 - . 3
For negsrly a mortal hour—an age—was

-

me
eredit for my magnanimity
[ thus kept in a state of frenzy. My bair
stood up like “guills apon the freitfal por-
cupine.”  They have alwaysstubbornly re-
I shouid
hawve had a **gray head npon my shoulders.™

fused to lie down smoothly since.

Perhaps 1 should have sunk iuto the grave

| with a nervous fever, and have had ““died

(a}

£ baby nwrsing™ for an epitaph upon my
tombstone.  Fortusately for the public in
general, und me i particular, I was spared
such a catastioplie by the return of the
mother, who burst panting into the room
at the eritieal moment when my Job-like
patience had miscrably perished by de-
grees, s the water leaks from a broken-
hooped bueket. With what a feeling of
relief did 1 look up at the old elock as it
1o cheerful
™ Would
yon believe it, bat I'm sure you ¢an’t—the

announecd me, “in its maost

tones, “=he’s come ! She's come
fact seems too great an enormity —the little
piece of perversity was as gquiet as a lamb

in o mmnte !

Why, the mother was so de-
ceived that she netually ealled it her ““pre-
I benrd her and was as-
tonished. T wonder she didn't feel sheep.
ish ; T know 1 did 1f that

Lambindred !

| was being a lamb, what ~vould it be -when

became matton® Why, it was fast
S0P agnm no time, and laughing in
1= dienms over 1} fun it had enjoyed.
[ vow never 1o e eanehit with a
i« I o I be—

s T1 L

- Al -

Thern were tl of them—a man and
two women, Thoy saw the sign, *-Arctic

soda water,”” swinging iu the breeze, and
they went in and the man said they 'd take

aboat three drinks,

»

“What syrup?”’ asked the eonfectioner.

The man’s wife, who was one of the two
women, tarned ber hushand aronnd =o that
his back was to the fonntain, and then said:

“Now, William, if you want lemon and
vanilla, or vanilla and cream, speak right
up, for yoa won't have a chanee to say va-
nilla and eream and wink for him 1o put in
whisky!"

The husband s countenance fell, but he
had to guietly submit. e has been won-
derving ever since how his wife eould have
dropped on the practice.

- D -

A veEny tall and shabby looking man, a
fellow that reminded you of a vagrant let-
ter from a font of forty line parmgon extra
condenserd, stepped ap te one of onr bars,
last week, ana after pouring a glass of |
liquor into his long throat, blandly asked
the bartender if he conld change a £20 bill. |
The gentleman informed him that he eould,
“Well,” said the tall one, with a sigh of
satisfaction, “T'Il go out and see if T can

; find one,” and he plunged out into the

cold world on his mission.

Lije Beneath the Waves,

‘apt. Bogton in Gentlemen's Magazine.

Soon afterward [ worked down into the
Galf of Mexico. The first coral T raised
was in Catoche. Knocking round about
thera [ beard of the loss of the schooner
Foam. The first mate and three men got
saved, but the captain, his daughter and
three men got lost. 1 slung round to see
if she counld be raised. After we'd spent
the best part of the week, we sailed over
her and dropped anchor. It wasa lovely
Sunday morning when we struck her. She
lay in sixty feet of water on a bottom as
white as the moon. Looking down 1 could
see her leaning over on one side npon the
coral reef. When I got down to ber 1 saw
she’d torn a great gap in the reef when
she ran against it. The mainmast was
gone and hung by the fore. T clambered
up. I saw whole shoals of fish playing in
and oat of the hatches. First T went to
look for the bodies, for 1 vever like to
work while about.
Finding the fseastle empty I went to the
two Litle

theve's any of them

w

state eabins., It was rather darvk,

and 1 Lad to feel in 1 lower bomks,
£ was not ng in the Hrst, grd in the

1 il Rory '\\:‘_‘-;";-D"L I ]-iil l! it opren

i shot | k the lock with my adze. It
Lew sjen and out somi 1.!l;t-.'_‘.' fell I.l’;'h[
nust me. I felt at once it was the wo-

manr's body., [ was notexactly frightened,
bt il shook I slung it from
me and weut out into the light a bit antil
dd of myself. Then 1 turped

me rather,

I hiad ot I

und brovehit wt—poor thing ! She'd
been ve and as 1 caervied hier io
my o r wh face nestling
Jagi )| iy shioulde i, shie seemed as if she
Wi e, 1 made her fast to the
1i as 1 eould to send her up,

ad the fish played about her as if they

wore sorry she was goiug. Atlast I gave
the signal, and she went slowly up, her
Laiv foating round ber head like a pillow
of golden seaweed. That was the ouly

body I found therve, and 1 managed alier
to raize pretyy considerable of the eargo.
One of my expeditions was among the
stlver banks of the Antilles, the loveliest
place I ever saw, where the white coral
As 1
stepped along the bottom it seemed as if 1
were in a frosted forest,

grows into carivits tree-like shapes.

liere and there
tratled long fronds of green and erimscn
scaweed.  Silver-bellied fish flashed about
among the deep brown and purple seaferns,
which rose high as my head.
all the
water were different eolored leaves, and on

Far as |

comld sce reand in transparent
the Aoor piles of shells so bright in color
that it seemed as if 1 had stumbled on a
place where they kept a stock of broken
rainbows. T eonld not work for a bit, and
had 2 gquarter determination to sit down a
while and wait for 4 mermaid. 1 guess if
those sea girls hive anywhere they select
that spot.  After walking the inside out of
hall an hour I thought 1 had better go to
work and blast for A little bit

on from where I sat were the remains of a

Lredasure,

treasure ship.
and corals bad formed all aboat what was
left of her. The eoral on the bottom and
round her showed black spots.  That meant
a deposit of either iron or silver. | made
fairly good bauls every time [ went down,
and sold one picce 1 found to Barnum, of
New York.

After I left there I had a eurious ad-
venlure with a shark.
nasty rock
comfortable

l wag down on a

bottom. A man never feels
on them : he ean't tell what
big ereature may be hiding under the hage
quarter-deck sea loaves which grow there.

The first part of the time I was visited by a

poreupine fish, which kept sticking its |

quills nup and bobbing in Mont of my bel
met. Soon after [ saw a big shadow fall
across me, and looking up there was an in-

ferual shark playing about my tubing., It
mnkes you feel chilly in the back when
they re about.  I1le came down to me slick
as I looked up. 1 made at him and Lo

'

sheared off., Foranh he warked at i,
till I eonld s'and it . I your can
keep your head level it's all right, and
vou're pretiy safe if they're not on youn

sharp. This ugly brute was twenty fect
long, I should think, for when I lay down
all my lengih an the bottom lLie stictched a
considerable way abead of me, aud 1 conld

sce him beyoud my feet. Then I waited.

They must turm over to bite, and, my lyving |

down bothered him. e swam over me
three or four times, and then skulked off
I
knew he'd coma back when he'd settle Lis

mind.

te a big thicket of seaweed 1o consider.

It seemed a Jong time waiting for
him. At Iast he eame viciously over me,
b, like the time before, too far from my

The next time I had my chance
and ripped liim with my knife as neatly as
I conld. A shark always remembers he's
got else when he's
cut, =0 off this fellow goes. It is a curions
fhing, too, that all the sharks about will
follow in the trai} he leaves. T got on my
hands and knees and as he swam off |
noticed four shadows slip after him.
saw no more that time. They did not like
my company.

arms.

businesz somewhere

- A .

A womax will reach up and pull at a
window-sash for a few scconds quite good
naturedly, bot when it doesn’t come down
promptly and she tarns around and sees
her husband looking comfortably on, she

Tt was a Britisher, 1 think, :

T

| - HOW WOMEN ()RGAJ\IZE._

—_—

It is a sad thing to see ten or twelve wo-
| men get together aud attempt to organize a
“society to aid the deserving poor.™  They
tried it in Ninth avenue (which we presume
is in Detroit) the other afternoon, aiter
Laving talked up the matter for three or
four weeks. Thirteen or fourteen of them
met by appointment, and after some skir-
mishing one of the number called the meet-
ing to order and said that the first duty
would be to elect a president.

A sharp-faced woman got np and said
that she didn’t want the position, but if it
was the wish of the meeting that she should
take it, why she would. There was a
painfal panse, and a fat woman arose and
said that she had had considerable experi-
ence with such socicties, and that she
could render great persomal aid if made
president. There was another painful
pause, and a little woman rose up and
squeaked, ‘1 move to lay the subject on the
tabie !

The other women lovked at her in a
freezing war, and it was suggested that a

ballot be taken.  All vendily ngreed to this,

and  ballots were prepared and a bonnet
When the voles were

counted it was found that each woman had

passed  arvound,

put in at least one for herself, and three of
them hiad pot in two or thiee. The presi-
dent pro tem. looked very grave as she
stood up and remarked @

.

(T | H T
Ladies |t t

ust that this errer may not

aceur again,”
It did, bowever, or at least each one cast
a vote for herself ; bt on the third oballot

achoee was made and the lneky woman
tonk hey

seat, smoothed cut the folds of her
dress and remarked
“The next thing in order is the —the

. Y

next .
A

A woman with a wart on her nose then
made a speech. saying that she had been
treasiarer of several similar associations,
and that if it wasthe wish of the convention
she would accept the office. It didu't seem
to be the wish, however.
' *solemnly exelaimed
a woman with a lariee backeomb.
“The motion is not in order,™

woman across {he room.,

“I move toadjomumn I
replied a

“Am i in the chair, or are you?" de-
manded the president,
| “1 move to
| squeaked the hittle woman.
* put in the fat

|
re-consider the motion?™?

I snpport the guestion !

woman.,
The president wiped her spectacles, rap-
ped on the stovepipe, and replied :
“Ladies, there is no question before the
| honse, and the question to adjoura is out
of order.™
“Not mach " exclaimed a woman nearly
six feet Digh, deawing herself ap. **I've
seen more meelings of this kind than tle
president ever heard of, and | know that

an order to adjourn is always in motion.”

2o is your tonguoe "7 said some one on

the Iounge, and the president knocked on

the stovepipe, and said :

“The chair beli

ness as well as any woman wearing plated

ves she knows her basi.

wire hoop skirts
“And I'm going hum !I"* added the fat
WOInan.
“Seam [ **
“Soam [
wSoam I
|  “Saam 1
And they stalked ont, leaving ths presi-
dent tying np her et shioe and her eyes
And all tlvs is why

Detrvit hasn't another “Seciety to Aid the

"

flashing wildeats,

| Deserving Poor.

| T
Tuk other day a Detroit mother ponred
| some ink on the pantry shelf, near the
sugar box, and west up staire, leaving he
small son playing with the cat.  When she
came dowan the boy sat by the window
wenring a placid, innoeeut look, but there
woere ink stains “There !
the sugar I she exclaimedd
as ske seized bim by the coliar.  “Mother,
“Whnt

on his fingers,
you've been at

do yon think I'd steal sugar®

mnrde ‘em?"  *“Those stains, mother 2"
*“Ves, those stains.”  “*Well, | cannot te i
a bold lie, mother. T think I've com-

meneed to moitily.” She wasn't quite
sure, and he was allowed to go out and
| play circus.

- - -

—A henbelonging to a Montgomery coun-
ty farmer was the hervine ofa plucky dwed
a few day since. A large mt attacked Ler
brood, with theintertion of making a good-
Iy meal, but the mother warned the little
ones of their danger and they fed, shie 1e-
maining to give battle to the intruder, and
she consequently made the attack immedi-
ately. Her method of eampaign consisted
in eonfusing and blinding the rat with her
wings, at the same time fiercely pecking
him on the head. In vain the rat tried to
seize her, bat finally fell stunned to the
ground, too disabled to go on with the con-
test.

Ax old Highlander, rather fond of hi®
| toddy, was ordered by his physician during
A temporary illuess not to exeeed one ounce
of spirits daily., The old gentleman was
dubious about the amonnt, and asked 1=
son, a =chool boy, how much an onnce wa -
“Sixteen drachms,” ‘was the reply.  “Sis
teen drams !—an excellent doctor ! re
sponded the Highlander; “run and teil

mentally asks herseif, “Is civilization a Donald McTavish and big Johu to come
fallure 7" and then wades for lnim.

doon the nicht.”




