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OME people have the knack |

=
( ,/\,f" of arranging things. They
take hold of a house or a
room, be it ever so com-
monplace, and t 1sform it
with the waterial all
hand, into somet
I recall a lady

we

s
ng beau-
who used to buy

Lave at

 house, move to it, and be-
gin making changes outside and in.
In about two years the whole placei
was simply transformed and she had
spent the time happily and busﬂy.}
But her occupation was gone, so she
would look up another place that,
needed regenerating and put lha'.‘
which she had completed on the mar- |
ket. She cashed in her ideas and |
went hag to work again. The lit-|
tle city in which she lives is beautiful n
and she is one of the chief educators |
of public taste. She shows others

how to improve their surroundings. |
I knew another woman gifted in man- |
aging interiors. She had little money
—less time, for she was a wage earn- |
er; but she had the faculty of making |
things sweet around her. 1 want to |
tell you of the Christmas decorations |
which transformed her small home |
into a sort of bewitching Christmas |
bower, not to be forgotten, and yet |
shioned from just the same things
all have at hand. This is her rec-

Sometime before Christmas, say six

weeks, buy a roll of dark red crape pa-

per. and » of olive green, crape pa-
per, ailso a sheet of pale yellow tis-
S1i€ iper Buy some checap bonnet
wire from the milliner. Use a real
poinsettia blossom for a pattern or
buy one already made of paper, and
proceed to m up two dozen poinset-
i First cut patterns,

pping paper, of the
poinsettia Open the

the

Bonhon Backet of Paper, Tinsel Star.
Poinsettia Flowers, Paper Bells.

ruils of crape paper and stretch them.
A roll of ten feet will stretch to fifteen

and be improved thereby, for some
purposes To stretch the paper let
sume one hold one end for you while

you pull the other gradually, or tack

one end to the floor, stretch the pa-
per and tack the other end, allowing
it to remain for a few hours
Cut from the red paper, according
to rapping paper patterns, the
I vhich will be in three sizes
( ard of the green paper into
] ise strips, half inch wide, with
to id the wire for stems. A
piec 6 or 8 inches long is cut
G, Four little wads of the yellow tis-
g€ pa the size of a large pea, are
¢ red with a  plece of the
§ e paper, ar B are This is
brought over the wad and twisted into
1 tem. Then little wads are
stened (o the end of the piece ol
vire by winding with a coarse thread
or a fin pool wire The latter is

best Flaece two or thy
o! the red paper around t}

he
ich

oo s

mall petals
end of the

e to wh you have just fastened
the little yellow wads and fasten them
with thread or wire Next  place,
lurger petals and finally the largest
following the natural blossom, or
the paper one bought f a gulde, as
nearly as ne bl Wind the wire
stem with green tssue paper. Pull
the edges of the petals slightly to give
them a tural look. As the paper
poinsettic blossoms are finished put
them In a hat box. In two or three
evenings as many as will be needed,
are casily made
After the polnsettia is finlshe *d make
little baskets of the red paper For
foundations use little card b ard dish

es such as confectioners use for Char
lotte Russe, or those which may be
bought for the purpose. Make han
dles of wire Cover the basket fnside
and out with the red paper, pasting 1t
to place and pulling the edges Into
ruMes Make as any little baskets
\re guests-to-b Cover the
handles by wrapping the wire with
na v strlg of the d paper Fin
15l th I bows made of baby ri
bon or unarrow strips of t pa
) n | or . P ! |
bash a '
s candle or ele |
/ \
I f vd
& ) I v
| hew
the
: s In lhes

| yards) of silver tinsel.

| covered with green paper.

| sills are deep enough.

rest on the metal shade supports.
From the paper napkin or dolly, cut
a circle at the center 33§ Iaches in
diameter. With a needle and thread
gather this up to fit the metal support.
Place the doily over the card-board
disc and tie the ends of the thread
firmly about the metal.

As soon as the stores begin showing
them, buy a few strands of red tinsel
balls and two packages (about six
Two dozen
of the small paper Christmas bells in
| red and, two bolts of red baby ribbon.
These things are to be found at the
ten cent stores, and cost very little.
Get them early and put them away.
Ncthing further is needed but the ever-
greens which are bought just before
they are used.

One small well-shaped Christmas

| tree will be needed and then a lot of

The Littie Yule Log.

A Festoon of Red Tinsei Beads Strung
on Baby Ribbon.
greenery-boughs that have been cuu
away in trimming trees, or trees that
do not sell readily because not well
shaped may be bought for a trifle or
(hese may be procured in this coun-
try. The sweet smelling kind add a
listinet pleasure to Christmas. Bring
your boughs and trees home two or
three days before Christmas. Cut the
branches from the trunks.

With small
branches wound to wire with dark
cord or heavy thread, make wreaths

for pinning to the window curtains.
Saw from the end o1 one of the tree
trunks—(which will be from 4 to 6
inches in diameter) a piece 18 inches
long for a miniature yule log. Tie red
baby ribbon around each end and sus-
pend f{rom tI - chandelier or in a door-
way. llang a tiny bowl to represent
i old-time kettle over it, lexw‘\;
baby ribbon Hﬁoﬂmnc‘les to
i&‘i‘b‘lmliers but do not cover them
too thickly with greens. Take the
remaining greens and place them in
the frult baskets which you previously
Use holly
with them. Set these wherever they
look prettiest; in the windows, if the
Pin a wreath
to the curtains at each window. Now

| all your greens are placed and the red

is to be added. The secret of using
it effectively is to be sparing with it
Bring out your poinsettia and place
two or three blossoms in a group
somewhere in the green about each
door and window. Fasten one flower
at the top of each wreath. Festoon
your little red tinsel balls among the
greens at the top of the door by which
your guesis enter the living room. Use
the remaining ones in groups of two
on the Christmas tree.
the Christmas tree with
the manner

Decorate
the silver tinsel and in

Y
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The Paper Candle Shade.

to which you have boen aeccustomed,
for the sake of old times

lac e vning candles on the

wantels, plane or on the dressing
ases to b I hy the guests

Y ou lecorating s dou ul when

the s It oand #in W glow

thre t ' had ye will e

1 the vt L hoart
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by.Julia 5oﬂomlg1,

- EST and merrlest of all
dinners, that of Christmas,
sweetly compels us to take
extra thought and put forth
extra effort that it may be

7 set forth in state. At the
call of some one, whose heart Is “good"”
toward us, we gather round the bright
table. Sweet with fir, beautiful with
holly, gleaming with white napery and
twinkling glass and all lit with rosy
candles, it sets the heart aglow, be-
speaking a loving kindness, which is
the salvation of our workaday world.

The dining room is the heart of the
house and its great day is Christmas

day. It is really very little trouble to
lecorate it for a Christmas dinner,
and dressing the table cannot be

spoken of as a trouble—it is a pleas-
ure.

The dining room must be entirely
clean-—the windows newly washed and
the walls and furniture wiped off and
polished up a bit, before the placing
of decorations begins. These should
be simple and in green so as not to
digtract the attention from the table.

If a hanging lamp or a chandelier
is suspended over the table, nothing
is much more effective than the fes-
tocns of green from lamp to the cor-
ners of the room. Ropes of ever-
green are made by cutting off small
branches and winding the stems with
dark cord or heavy black thread. The
lamp, or chandelier supports, may be
dressed with sprays of evergreen and
Lolly and the evergreen festoons ar-
ranged along the walls, underneath
the plate rail, the festoons to be
caught up with sprays «of holly.
Branches of green over the windows
and door casings and wreaths pinned
at each window, on the curtains, are
the time-honored Christmas decora-

tions that cannot be improved upon
ind are dear because familiar.
But in setting forth her table the

ss has a chance to exercise her

Christmas Candle Shades and a Mica
Shade for Protection.

ingenulty and be as original as she
may please.

The table Is to be made amply long
so that it will not be crowded, and
spread with a protecting pad, and an
immaculate cloth, smooth and shin-
ing. Silver and glassware are to be
scoured and polished and the china
treated to the same freshening proc-
until everything shines. Lay a
dinner napkin at each place and pro-
ced to decorate the table.

A centerplece is to be provided. A
very handsome one is made of a bolt

ess,

of No. 80 red satin ribbon. Two
lengths of this, each 1'% yards long,
ire erossed at the middle of the table,

lving flat aad the
toward the corners of

ends extending
the table. In

dish with the loops tanding.

lish

ups

in crepe or tissue. Fill the
.moss or sand. In the
miniature Christmas tree,
baby tree il possible,

per
with
stand a
natural

and the smallest of red
balls. The candles are not to
lighted., Place few decorations
have them all in miniature. The
is charming.

Another pretty center
with five ordinary tin
supporting five red or white candles
Set one of these on an Inverted paste-
board box in the center
md the four remaining
«t each corner of the box, on the table,
Use a small box, not larger than the
bottom of the candlestick.

dies

plece 18 made

The
used may be an ordinary milk
pan previously covered with red pa-
pan |
center |
a
De_o-
rate the minlature tree with tiny can-
tinsel

be
and
effect |

candlesticks,

of the table
candles one

Cover the
candlesticks and the box with sprays

of evergreen and holly and sprinkle
over these the “diamond dust” which
may be bought, or made by cutting a |
plece of tinge! rope Into little part)
oles Make shades for the candles,

ng red paper Buy the Ilu'[lllmh-d‘
%ind for safety

star. Cut the star from a plece of
white wrapping paper, making it 12 to
18 inches across. Lay the paper star
in the center of the table and place the
small mirror in the center of the star.
Cover the paper star completely with
silver tinsel. Place a tall slender vase
in clear glass on the mirror and fill it
with poinsettia blossoms or red carna-
tions or bright red roses. If natural
flowers are not available a tall candle
in a glass stick, surrounded by shorter
candles In shorter candlesticks, will
do nicely.

At each place at table, a little bas-
ket is to be set containing salted pea-
nuts or almonds, or red cinnamon
drops and green mints. These bas

|
A Bonbon Basket

the Dinner

for
Table.

kets are made of red paper with a lit-
tle spray of holly fastened to the
handle. Or they are pretty made of
brown tissue paper twisted into cords
and gilded with gold paint. A basket
of this kind is shown in the illustra
ticn.

If the table is long, candles may be
placed at intervals around it, but
ctLerwise, the centerpiece, with one
cr two candles at opposite ends of the
table, will be the better arrangement.
Place these candles diagonally oppo-
site.
are as pretty as red ones for the din
ner table.

ways a part of the menu, served iu
glass dishes, or set in a glass bowl,
is decorative. Gellatin in two colors
(red and green) in tall sherbet glasses
is also fine as an aid in carrying out
the Christmas color scheme, Triangu-
lar slices of bread or rolls of bread
tied with red baby ribbon and placed
on the bread and butter plates gives
| an additional little finishing touch.

When the silver is laid and the wa-
ter glasses placed, a emall spray of
holly for the buttonhole or corsage is
to be placed for each person at the
table. It rests on the napkins.

In order that the candles may last
out the dinner it is as well to postpone
lighting them until the dessert is serv-
ed. Other lights may be turned lower
at this time. The effect of glowing
candles is very inspiring to the guests.

Often the Christmas dinner must be
served in the early afternoon. If arti-
ficial lights are desired the hostess
must darken the dining room. But
there are pretty decorations from
which candle light is omitted. The
center plece for such a table may rep-
resent any familiar winter or Christ-
mas scene. One may buy, at a trifling
cost, a Santa Claus, on a chimney top,
about to descend.
painted pasteboard and a doll. At
the confectioners' there are all sorts
of Christmas pieces in the form aof
large candy boxes. Santa Claus and

plece mounted on a small box, con-
cealed by evergreens and holly.
A table for daytime light may

the center an ornamental fern dish | center about 18 inches square. Sur-

is fashioned of the ribbon about a | pound this by evergreens to represent |

plain fern dish a skating pond. Dress two or more
The ribbon is wmade Into standing |

loops, each about six inches in length., .

These are placed In a row about the | \

! Decorations for the Christmas Dinner
Table.

tiny dolls to represent skaters. The
closer you can come to making it look
like a real pond In minlature the more
yvou and your guests will be delight.

| ed. At the ten-cent stores one may
buy small red houses and even glass
jeleles. lelcles may be represented

by Mttle pleces of tinsel also. After
you once get to work the thing will
grow under your hands and you will
be enthusiastic at the end. When all
I8 finished the Christmas table justl
fles the thought and work put on It
the play s Indeed worth the candle,
If one must count expenses careful-
Iy the decorations will be found to be

The shades are very easlly made by | |\ .o 4 matter of Ingenulty than
yiting  four petals of paper and money. Evergreens and red paper,
mounting them over an isloglass pro S . ndles and cheap eandlesticks
tector on ! brass shade holders are within reach of nearly all of us
Pull out th dges of the paper to Of all days Christmas Is, for that very
ot the rufed cffeet.  Tle the shades 1eRSON “,”. one for which we should
| about thelr with a small cord make our very best endenavor
| Over this plac s plece of tinsel, fin
‘ Jdng 1t bow aor knot, Each
cand! will appear t pring from a Christmas Precaution
% nest of § n he candies e o b Mothet i Santa Claus omes
' g \ the d rt erved. A gown the chimney, he'll have to walk
| ] \ ol bed throu e \ n't he?t
! { 1 s he 24 \
A d prefty e . Well ' th ! maybe
i perhag 1 lock p the ne

White candles with red shades |

Cranberry jelly, which is nearly al- |

These are made of |

his reindeers are fine for the center

be |

Y > i a small mirror in the |
£ENRES Wk & 5 | since one may make them of a rem- |

| Bed slippers,

BY

JULIA BOTTOMLEY

HRISTMAS shopping is an

easy enough matter for

possessor of plenty of

money, but for the most

of us Christmas time

shows a great disparity
between the size of our pocketbook
and that of our heart—the latter Is
80 much bigger. The world is full
of pretty things, waiting to be bought
by those with money enough. There
Is consolation in the fact that the
gift which costs time and thought,
and is a little tax on the resources
of the giver, means more to the re-
ciplent than any other.

We are eager to remember our own
dear people and some of our friends.
Now the question is, how much can
we spend and how shall we spend fit,
to include them all?

We will start out with mother; she
should come first. A search through
the shops shows a lot of pretty gifts
that may be bought for little money
and a greater number that may be
made at home at a saving. She will
appreciate our circumstances. Some
good things may be found at the ten
cent stores even, and they are the
stronghold of the little folks who want

to make a dollar go a long way.
Mother will like the pretty waste
paper basket shown in the picture,

of white molre
roses on it

paper with delicate
Here may be found good
looking candlesticks of clear glass,
which are as pretty as those that
cost three times ag much.

Lacquer boxes, from Japan, are
cheap and artistic, and very durable.
Such boxes for gloves and handker-
chiefs range in price from twenty-five
cents to a dollar or go and are to be
found n department gtores.

Selecting a present that may be
made at home is easy because the
outlay of money is usually small and
the finished article a success. There
are pin cushions and bags of flowered

A Waste Basket of Flowered Paper,
Pin Cushion and Collar Bag of Silk.

ribbon such as are shown in the ple-
ture. Pretty little muslin aprons and
hand-made laces, made of Rennalis-
sance braid and simple stitches. Tow-
els with large initial embroidered in
the corner never fail to delight either
mother or grandmother. Combing |
| Jackets, like that shown In the ple- |
ture, are made of squares of figured |
cotton or silk or of large handker- |
chiefs. They cost almost nothing,

nant a yard square or of four cheap |
cotton handkerchiefs (with pretty fig-
ures) and two yards of narrow satin
ribbon. These handkerchiefs are used
for short kimonos, laundry bags, sofa
pillow covers, and sgmaller embrold-
ered handkerchiefs for pin cushions
made of elder down |
an acceptable present
They are prettily ‘
and rib- |

flannel, make
for an old person.
finished with fancy stitehes

' bon and cost next to nothing

| grandfather taxes the thought;

Getting a present for father or |
men's |
wants seem to be so few compared
to those of women

Handkerchlefs, tles and slippers are
among those that cost little and are |
acceptable. Bill purses, for the safe |
carrying of money, cost from 25 cents |
to two or more dollars. A good plain
fountain pen gives a man continual
satisfaction, and other articles for |
convenlent writing he lkes. There
are portfolios with paper and blotters,
and other articles. Desk fitthngs, and
especially those made of Japanese
antimony, are tasteful and .a great
convendence,

Among the things that may be made
at home, the list for men Is not long
House jackets and sMppers are dear
to the heart of the man who wants
to be comfortable. Bath robes are
not difcult to make and a great
comfort Bed slippers, for the old
are a luxury they enjoy Young men
ke ties, stick pins and handkerchiefs,
books and kodaks

It Is easy salling when we start
out to buy a present for grown-up
or nearly grown sister. Sho will Hke
W1l the pretty things for her dressing
cane. the candles, pin cushlons nd
a lot of Nitle foollsh thin boside
sterling fiver hoo buttoners il
hos POOs 1 to be had for \
auart Huffers nall f tooth
\ hos W I ha oal

y ) tast f Tuxuy ! ris

. n never | too
wmny d andkerchlefs and neck

| likes

pleces, or too many gay ribbons Pup
her hair or lingerie. All thcse canm
be found at an expense ranging irom
twenty-five cents up to two or more
dollars.

Young girle like ornamental ple-
ture frames, pretty jewel cases, puft
boxes and hat pin holders. These
are shown in tasteful designs for fifty
cents each,

All girls love perfumery and
sachets. They like calendars with
pretty verses, to hang in their rooms,
and chain or mesh purses delight

them. These may be bought for fifty

Tea Apron of Muslin and Lace Collar
and Chemisettc of Lace.

cents to fifty dollars each. Fans are
shown in a like variety.

If you prefer to make a present at
home nothing is more lkely to delight
a girl than a bedroom set for her bed,
window and dressing case. These sets
consist of spread with flounce, cur-
taing, pillow shams and cover for
dressing case. Muslin and casement
cloths are used for making them and
cost from five to fifteen cents a yard.

Fancy bands for the hair, made of
ribbon or tulle, especlally if bright-
ened with spangles, are acceptable to
the girlish heart. The floating veil
of chiffon and the soft scarf for the
head and shoulders will make her
eyes sparkle with pleasure. One has
only to buy 214 or 3 vards of material
and hem It, for these. Silk muslin
makes lovely scarfs and may be had
from thirty cents to a dollar a yard.
A scarf of this fabric is shown in the
picture.

Big brothers will like the same
things father does and besides, he
will like plctures of sports, baseball
and football subjects. College flags
for his room, sofa pillows, pipes and
pipe racks appeal to him. He will
flourish silk hoslery with great satls-
faction and if one may spend a suf-
ficlent sum he llkes a good sult case
or the fittings for one for traveling.

The younger boys and girls rarely
leave us uninformed as to what they
want. The girls want dolls and min-
jature housekeeping things. Small
sets of furs please them. Hoods, leg-
gings and mittens, bright hair rib-
bons, a length of goods for a new
dress and school aprons are among
their gifts. Beads for the neck and
handkerchiefs they treasure. Girls
are fond of finger rings and purses,
and they enjoy kodaks as much as
boys do. In selecting presents, it is
well to get those which will keep the
girls out of doors as much as possi-
ble. Skates for ice or roller skating
and mufflers for warmth are gifts
that do much good.

As for the small boy, he voices his

preferences with some insistence. e
likes mechanical toys, skates and
sleds. Albums for his picture post-

cards or his collection of stamps and
books of adventure, give him much
pleasure. A good boys' magazine or
a mechanical magazine (if he is old
enough) will be fine for him Ha
tools for building things and
above all plenty of good things to
eat, In his Christmas stocking

The baby and the tiny people Just
out of babyland are delighted with

Combing Jacket Mads of a Large
Handkerchlef or a Square of Fabrie.

of which there are =0
many, made for them. They llke the
toy animals best.  Building blocks

and pleture books they never tire of

all the toys,

and the dear old falry tales please
them forever It 18 no trouble to
select o gift for them There are

hundreds on sale that cost little, o
as you will, They are as happy
doll from the ten cent stors
as with one for five dollars, and have
been known to prefor a rag y o
+ tnlking prodigy

At one may
lttle shoes and bonnets
gally decked with ribbon
thelr tollet reguisites: soajl
wnd fine tak pow e A plah
glided and Moed and de \

tes of baby thbon ple
Little  boot

much,
with a

bal

home make for ! m



