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By ARTHUR J. BURDICK.
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I WAS the day before Christmas, and up in the north

With his presents old Santa r:pafed to set forth
On a visit to children to scatter his toys

And to fill with delight hearts of girls and of boys.
ALL his presents were sorted and labeled with cace
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"WHY. my father,” the rollicksome youth then replied,
“Your good reindeer of age have every one died;
Also that mode of travel is quite out of date.

Keep abreast of the times; you must stnke a new gait.”
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\( PUOR old Santa looked stumped, and he paused, hung his =
head;

Then he heaved a deepsigh and sorrowfully said,

“ suppose | must Hn IJ W\‘l?l the times kee p apace,

So bring round an suto, if there's one 'bout the place.”

Y‘\)UVIVHFL'L Nick winked an eye, and he drumn-vl a sly
smile.
'‘My good father,” said he, “you're off many a mile.
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