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nwuunOßF THE peasants of Rus-
sjF I sia had their way in

H I the bestowing of a title

fx I upon Count Leo Tolstoi,

B he would he known as

the Most-Beloved Leo
I n Tolstoi. For there is

H I no man ' n wor '('
I I who has so many friends
BgjipjMM'ral anion;? the plebeians.
|r:\ f*js JSa Still Tolstoi is immense-

iy wca "hy, but that

I I ''(K' B no,: Interfere with

H U jj which has now nearly
"SftiTvm tirawn to a close,

i He is now 80 years old and while in good health
at the time of this writing, his passing is but a
matter of a few months or years. There are two
sides to this great man. One is Leo Tolstoi, the
artist, and the other?Leo Tolstoi, the inan. As
the artist he has written fearless works and the
person or clique which has fallen under the scath-
ing attack of his pen has seldom been known to
boast of it.

There is no disputing his rank as the best known
of living authors. Also he Is the most generally
read and recognized. He has attained the highest
pinnacle of fame in the literary field and it can-
not bo said that he craved fame, either.

Best of all. Tolstoi is a friend of all Americans.
The traveler from the United States, visiting Rus-
sia, is as welcome at the Yafenaya I'olyana estate of
Russia's great man, as if he were in his own home.
America likes Tolstoi, too, for the author is the
most democratic of men.

It is told of him that he spurns all worldly luxu-
ries, even going so far as to have two tables set
within his home at each meal ?one resplendent
with fancy edibles, while the other is stocked
with simple food of the peasantry. Friends of his
daughters and sons are always welcomed at the

?ore prosperous looking board, while in the same
room, Tolstoi, stated alongside of his wife, par-
;akes of the necessities of life as an ordinary ple-
beian would.* However, his children, having been
brought up to the luxuries of life, are allowed to
gratify their every whim, and he never allows his
beliefs to step between them and happiness. In
that respect he is an Ideal father and ho has been
praised the world over for his broad-minded man-
ner of treating others who do not believe as he
does.

II" is also what Americans coll a "mixer," but

In an entirely different sense, lie meets the poor
of Ru sia on their own level, and, except for the
fact that he often pcatters money at their feet,

one would never suspect his wealth. There are
no : !i!t ".s attached to Tolstoi's gifts, and thousands
of beneficences to Russians in general, while the
benefactor's name is a secret, aro popularly laid
at the door <>f this greHt. man.

To be a friend of the Russian peasant up to a

few years ago meant to be an enemy of the gov*

ernni' iit. I'uon several occasions Tolstoi's outcry
,'ii Inst, oppress! n of the czar's, subjects has ? laced
him behind the grimy walls of Slav dungeons, but
he always returned to continue the work which he
has so ably accomplished.

He Is a social reformer eC 'he 112 st water and
many of the acts ol Jti 'lee which the ilusslan gov-

ernment of late ><'iu hat aecompl -bed can b.>
traced back to tli«\u25a0 work of Tol tol.

As a literary artist the count is d< ad. liis de-
u.iso was a literal) suicide, and it nicum 1 IJii

years ago, when he himself declared that his great
creative works were unworthy and altogether evil.

Here is his own account of the split in his life:
"I had tried to test science and modern cul-

ture, and I have turned from them with a feeling

of repulsion because of the inability of the first
to solve the really important problems of life
and because of the hollowness and falseness of
the second."

I3y becoming chummy with the peasant Tolstoi
declares he turned to frankness, simplicity and
essential kindness, and he says he is to-day near-
er mother earth than ever in his life. Ho declares
the peasant, typically, is the ideal Christian. And
thus since 1875 his writings have been almost ex-
clusively polemic and didactic.

To-day Count Leo Tolstoi is a large, heavily-

built man with unusually long arms, hanging

loosely at his sides, with a wide nose, somewhat
thick lips, small gray eyes, a head set on bulky

but slightly stooping shoulders and a matted
white beard. He possesses an air of strength
that is found in few great men. The power that
one finds in him is both mental and physical, and
hence of the durable sort.

One of this man's great themes is the Sermon
on the Mount. In this he has declared that
he found five laws of God and he has made them
his rules for faith and conduct throughout the
ljiter years of his life. These laws are sum-
marized as follows:

Live in peace with all men and do not regard
any man as your superior.

Do not make the beauty of the body an occasion_
for lust.

Every man should have one v/ife and every
woman one husband, and they should not be di-
vorced for any reason.

Do rot revenge yourself and do not punish oth-
ers because you think yourself insulted or hurt.

Suffer ell wrong and do not repay with evil for

you are all the children of one father.
Never break the peace in the name of patriotism.

What Tolstoi has done for the peo-
ple of his time in Russia is to be found
in the dress, customs and habits of the
lower classes of that absolute mon-

archy, but the critics say that right

in his home his own teachings have had
little effect. The answer which close
friends of the count give to that asser-

tion is that Russia's benefactor is too

broad-minded to make his home a mar-

tyrdom and to inflict his beliefs upon
his wife and children if they do not
care to abide by them.

So while Tolstoi has spent his life or

the greater part of it in preaching the
doctrine of poverty and non-resistance,

his children were reared on the great estate and

from the first their lot was that of the aristocrat.
They married "well," and are said to have com-
pletely renounced his views. It is told of Tolstoi

that his wife has always managed to "slip a piece

of velvet under her husband's crown of thorns
just when he wishes to press it to his head most
heavily."

That might be termed an inconsistency, but
surely it is not the count's choice.

The work which some of the critics of other
nations scoff at has reached from the thatched
hut of the poorest peasant clear to the palace of
the emperor himself.

For the sake of peace also, Tolstoi has accom-
plished a great work. The first Hague conference,

which made history, would probably never have
been called had it not been for the persistent
gospel of this friend of the populace at large.

Tolstoi saw that the eventual result of his teach-
ings would be some sort of a world's peace gath-
ering and he expressed gratification when Czar
Nicholas called the initial session of the body over
which the dove of peace was destined to perch.

No church in the world, it is recorded, carried
out as petrified a ritual as that of the Slav. To-
day, chroniclers tell us, there exists a tendency

towards softening of the customs of religion in
the czar's country. Teachings of simplicity by

Tolstoi will be accorded the honor for this change

if it is eventually wrought.

Humane treatment of prisoners and philanthrop-
ic moves of the immensely wealthy men of Rus-
sia are also laid to the work of the count. Tolstoi
tasted the bitter cup of imprisonment himself and
he was well pr< pared togo about that work with
a zest born of actual experience.

Simple moral truths have been the axioms of
Tolstoi throughout his later yehrs and while
skeptical persons call bis Ideas impracticable their
defender could, were he not all too modest, point

to the works which have followed in the wake

of his unique, quaint gospel.
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rheumatisml
LUMBAGO, SCIITIGII
NEURALGIA and!
KIDNEY TROUBLE!
"(-DROPS" taken internally, rids the blood 9
of the poisonous matter and acids which SH
?re the direct causes of these diseases. EH
Applied externally It affords almost in- M
atant relief from pain, while a permanent BB
cure ta being effected by purifying the H
blood, dissolving the poisonous sab- B
?tanoe and removing it from the system, n

DR. 9. D. BLAND 1
Of Brewton, G».« writes:

??1 bad been a sufferer for a nnmbtr of years B)
with Lumbago and Rheumatism In ray arm* K
and log*,and tried all the remedies tbat Ioould ;
gather from medical works, and alto consulted
with a number of the beet physicians, but found
nothing that gave the relief obtained from

"ft-DROPS." 1 shall prescribe It In my praofcloe j
tor rheumatism and kindred diseases.'*

FREE
Ifyou are suffering with Rheumatism,

Neuralgia. Kidney Trouble or any kin-
dred disease, write to us for a trial bottle
of DROPS," and test Ityourself.

"?-DROPS" can be used any length or
time withoutacquiring a "drug habit,"
as It Is entirely frea of opium, cocaine,
alcohol, laudanum, and other similar
Ingredients.
Lup SI.. Battle, "B-BBOPS" (See Dnm)

ei.ee. For Bala by DraggUta.
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If you are a business man,

| did you ever think of the field
of opportunity that advertis-
ing opens to you? There is
almost no limit to the possi-
bilities of your business if you
study how to turn trade into
your store. Ifyou are not get-
ting your share of the business
of jour community there's a
reason. People go where they
are attracted where they
know what they can get and
how much it is sold for. If
you make direct statements in
your advertising see to it that
you are able to fulfill every

promise you make. You will
add to your business reputa-
tion and hold your customers.
Itwill not cost as much to run
your ad in this paper as you
think. It is the persistent ad-
vertiser who gets there. Have
something in the paper every

? issue, no matter how small.
We will he pleased to quote
you our advertising rates, par-
ticularly on the year's busi-
ness.

MAKE~YOUR APPEAL

0 to the public through the
/\u25a0IT columns of this paper.

With every issue it carries
rag * its message into the homes

|L and lives of the people.
Your competitor has his

store news in this issue. Why don't
you have yours? Don't blame the
people for flocking to his storel
They know what he has.

mm n \u25a0«««. m*rm mm**. Gives you tha reading matter la
M BIG nomc fSMpGr which you have A® greatest in-

\u25a0 ' 1,, ?\u25a0 terest ?the home news. Its every
issue will prove a welcome visitor to every member of the family- II
should head your list of newspaper and periodical subscriptions.

G.SCHMIDT'S/ ?
?? FOR

fresh BREADj

?
popular

||_ «

CONFECTIONERY
Daily Delivery. Allorderii given prompt and

skillful attention.

Enlarging Your Business
If you are in annually, and then carefully

business and you note the effect it has in in*
want to make creasing your volume of busi*
more money you ness; whether a 10, 20 or 30

'*; will read every per cent increase. If yotl

word we have to watch this gain from year to

fWfm say. Are you 7ou W 'H become intensely in*

iwll spending your terested in your advertising,

ffaj wgu money for ad- and how you cxn make it en*

mj vertising in hap- large your business.
Wfi lU hazard fashion If you try this method we

%6j| as if intended believe you will not want to
for charity, or do you adver- let a single issue of this paper
tise for direct results? goto press without something

1 Did you ever stop to think from your store.

how your advertising can be We v-''" pleased to hava
made a source of profit to J' ou ca " on us »

an{l we W 'H
you, and how its value can be take pleasure in explaining
measured in dollars and our annual -ontract for so

\u25a0j cents. If you have not, you manj" inches, and how it can be
aie throwing money away. used in whatever amount that

Advertising is a njodnrn teems tie t to you.

! business necessity, but must If you ran sell goods over
be conducted on business the counter we can also show
principles. If you are not you why this paper will best

satisfied with your advertising serve yout interests when you
you should set aside a certain want to reach the people of
amount of money to be spent this community.
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JOB PRINTING
liitlt! 1 In- per than the other fallow. \ .'eliding in* it it ioM, Ift'ir in- . .
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