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Band

1g an Account of the Capture and
onviction of That Notorious Band

Counterfeiters of Which Fred
3iebush Was the Leader,

By CAPTAIN PATRICK D. TYRRELL

{Copyright, by Marion G. Scheitlin.]

Bridges said that soon after he first
became acquainted with Biebush he
met him on a Sunday while the latter
was on his way to Sunday school, the
old fellow always maintaining an atti-
tude of much apparent respectability in
Chese matters. Biebush said to him:
“Up to this time I have taken you
your word; have you any refer-

1905,

’lenty of them,” answered “Bill.”

“Do you know Joe Butts and John
Q'Brien?” asked Biebush. Both of these
weare notorious criminal characters.
“Sure,” said Bridges, and then pro-
ceded to convince Biebush that he had
such a wide and close acquaintance
with noted criminals as to render him
Gt for initiation into the Biebush ring.

Biebush thereupon turned him over
@ Sulllvan, showing the great confi-
dence he had in the colored man. From
Sullivan Bill” got several
packages of half dollarg, 40 in a pack-
age, and (hree rolls of bills of $100
representative money each. These he
1, turning over the proper pro-
ion of the od money received to
ivan. Thic Sullivan and Har-

however, we 12 only mem-
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willing to go to St Louis |
to a wiiness against Biebush |
il the Jatter were trie but in this we
seemed to be cut off squarely by lhul
Missouri statute previously referred lu|
95 one of Biebush's chief sources of |
security, prohibiting convicts or ex-

eonvicts from lestifying.

“Hoosier Bill's"” information concern-
fng Whalen and Woods merely con-
firmed what we knew. This pair made
headquarters at Bosse's saloon, as did
Thielen and Sullivan. Galligher, Ken-

noch and 1 had placed ourselves on
more or less friendly terms with Wha-
feo and Woods while we were trying
to buy ‘“coney” from Biebush. They
f1ad told Gallagher in so many words
that “Old Fred” was dealing extensive-
{y in counterfeit money and seemed
anxious (o initiate Gallagher into the |
secrel. ring, a plan which had Dbeen
hecked by Biebush himself,

While the information I received
from Bridges was « at value as in-
di¢ ng the persounel of the band and |

1 functions of each mem {

had not given us any positive |

)wf, and legal proof was all we want- i
ed It il remained for us to find a
vay Lo prove what we knew. In .11!
L failure to “rope” Biebush |
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¢ chiefl in order to save themselves,
iuntormers in criminal cases are of two
i Is—voluntary and involuntary,
Voluntary informers are usually |
compted by motives of rey L or pe- |
lary gain—more often the former,
favoluntary informers are usually the
sapaller fry in a criminal band who are
illing to furnish evidenc nst the
leading criminals under promise they
will be leniently dealt with as a re
1, but the must fir be caught in
toll themselve Because such
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And let me say now that most effec-
tive detective work consists in being |
able to find the right kind of informeis. |
I know full well that detectives w-ur!
erally are prone to throw a veil of mys- |
tery over their work, leaving the im-
pression that some sort of supernatural |

!
him was what |

| vision has been brought to bear on the
[ unraveling of the

case in point, where-
as, when the full truth is known, the
solution of the mysterious case is made
possible by the most commonplace in-
formation secured from voluntary or
involuntary informers. 7That eminent
creature of fiction, “Sherlock Holmes,"”
never had to make his case good in a
United States court, and if he had he
would have needed a great deal of
corroborative evidence that only could
have come from ordinary, unromantic
informers.

In this predicament I fixed on Wha-
len and Woods as the two men who
most easily could be forced into a tight
corner and who, once cornered, would
be the most likely to sacrifice their su-
periors in crime to save themselves. So
all my energies were bent in this di-
rection. The men were communicative |
to those they trusted, fond of drink and
of not overmuch intelligence. Woods
was known as the husband of a woman
who ran a boarding house of question-
able character in Venice, 111, just
across the river from St. Louis. Wha-
len was engaged to be married to a
young St. Louis woman whom he afier-
ward married. I mention these details |
merely to show that these men were
approachable at more points than lhu:
other members of the band. [

It required some time to u"rumplishl
my purpose, but the time came when
I felt safe in revealing my true identity
to these men and in showing them the
trap into which they had walked. They
found themselves face to face with im-
prisonment on one hand and turning |
against Biebush on the other. They!
chose the latter alternative. These ne-
gotiations were conducted, of course,
with the utmost secrecy and it was
stipulated that they in no wise were |
to change front toward any member uf]‘
the Biebush crowd. Mrs. Woods, |
through her alleged husband,

was ulso’
enlisted on the government side and |
produced one bit of information which |
later proved of much value—that in |
the Chester, 1ll., penitentiary was oue
John Mitchell, alias Jacobs, a former
intimate of DBiebush, who probably |
would be able to give the authorities
desired information.

Mitchell, it seemed, was in Chester
for the cure of the same habit that had
brought “Hoosier Bill" to Joliet—that
of getting his own horse confused with

those of other people. He had boarded |
with Mrs. Woods and had revealed to |
her his association with Fred Biebush

in handling counterfeit money. I con-
sidered the lead a promising one and
went to Chester. 1 was amply repaid.
I have told how Biebush escaped from

the court when confronted by William
Shelley, the counterfeit engraver, in/
1870. I found it had been Mitchell who
had met him at the foot of Perry street
with a skiff, in which the “Great South-
| west Koniacker” made his escape to
Cabaret island, and that itchell had
| been arrested for ste g the horse
and buggy with which to further aid
| his chiel to escape the law. He had
passed counterfeit money for Biebush
in 1877 and 1878, recently enough to
make the offense punishable at that
time, [

Of course, I secured from Mitchell all
the information I could, and among it |
was this fact: While serving a pre- |

vious term in the Joliet ;wn:lvn'iury\
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|
| Mitchell had formed the acquaintance

of a fellow conviet named Thomas, |
| who was doing time for the theft of
harne 'homas had told Mitchell that

bhe combined preaching with larceny |
and mixed the duties of singing reviv-
alist with those of “koniacker.” Sub-
sequently Mitchell had carried written
communications  from Jiebush to
Thomas, and the latter, Mitchell said
was then in St. Louis following his in
congruons occupations of saving souls

and paszing bad money, [

. . .
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{ complained to him that the minister's
counterfeit coing |
happened |

had given
vegetables

wife
for
often enough
thick-witted
incidence, and
the policeman,

The “shadow’
tion in the
as traded,

him
This had
to  convince even
peddler it was not a
he

the

carriedon his investiga

stores in which Mrs, Thom-
and several instances of the
passage of bogus silver were
found. I therefore decided some one
should be sclected to gain the minister's
confidence, and almost as quickly de-
cided that the one should be Woods,
Before long the two were doing business
together, Sullivan having been the in-
termediary. Woods and Sullivan
planned to go to his house on one occa-
sion for counterfeit . money, but the
preacher objected to the place of trans-
fer. He also objected to the plan of
meeting Woods in Bosse's saloon, he-

pieces

|

co- |
told his troubles to |

cause the church of which he was pas- |

tor was so close to the saloon that mem-
bers of his congregation might see him
entering or leaving the drinking place.
It was arranged, therefore, that Woods

should attend night services at the Mor-

gan street church whenever he wished
to make an engagement with the minis-
ter, and they could select a meeting
place while the preacher osiensibly was
exhorting the sinner Woods to repent
of his evil ways and become a Christian.
It was one of these occasions I described
in beginning this narrative.
Woods reported to me that he was
such terms with Thomas that he
“coney” from him without
delay at any place appointed, It was
still necessary for us to place ourselves
in position to corroborate the state-
ments of Woods, and in order to do this
there must be a witness to one of thesa
transactions. Woods was instructed to
make an engagement with the preacher

on

to deliver to him a package of counter- |

feit money
place near

at the customary meeting
the “Rock” church, and a
few nights after the meeting I have de-
seribed in Grand avenue between the
preacher and “Harry"” I became a wit-

ness to one of these deliveries, being |
stationed so that their every move
might be observed.
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The operations of the
related up to this
months, |

secret service
point had covered
was determined to do the

work so thoroughly there would be no

chance of its coming to naught in the
courts, as so many efforts to “settle Old
Fred Biebush’ 'had done. Thielen, Sul-
Hargate, Evans, Mrs. Welch and
the others were shadowed or “piped,” in
the vernacular of the department, with
some good results, A continued watch
was kept on Bosse's place, This sur-
veillance, for one thing, resulted in our
catching Evans and the Welch woman
passing counterfeit money in smail
amounts. 1 was thoroughly satisfied
this mouey came from dies made
Hargate, and, for the purpose of prov-
ing it, caused the arrest of Evans and
Mrs. Welch and tried hard to get them

to tell where they got their supply of
money. Although they were [ll' mall-
est ducks the Biebush puddle, they
stubbornly refused to give any informa-
tion whatever as to where their sup-
plies came from. The system of “pip-
ing” also revealed the fact that Hargate
was handling 25 and 50-cent pieces only,

So far as the minor members of the

ring were concerned, the net was being
drawn around them in a satisfactory
way, but Biebush was still well outside
of it. The solution of this great difii-
culty at last eame through Whalen,
| who, after being enlisted on our side,
one day met in Bosse's saloon a stranger

from southeast Missouri,
came well acquainted, the stranger con-
fiding his eriminal history and desire to
handle “ceney.” It is unnecessary here
to relate the details of the deal which
was consummated between Whalen and
the stranger., whereby the latter was
to “rope” Biebush. Suffice it to say that
this deal was carried to a successful
close, wary Biebush at last Leing
drawn into the net he had seduously
avoided for so long.

* *
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s as here related, with many

cirer antial and corroborative de-
tails 1 believed justified the making of
arres Fred Biebush had moved
| from his Stoddard street residence to
a place acquired by him through fore-
closure of a $2.500 mortgage 51% miles
| west on the Olive street road. It was a
well-known tavern called the Seven-
lile hounse, Deputy United States Mar-
shals Wheeler and Scest and I left the
Lindell hotel in a carriage about five
o'clock one afternoon in October, 1879,
and gave the driver directions to go to
the Seven-Mile house, vshere we arrived
at dus! There was a water trough in
frout of the house, and as I stepped out
of the carriage to uncheck the horses

o they conld drink, Biebush stepped out
of the use, bare-headed,

In the dim light he did not recognize
me, and I am doubtful if he would have
known me had the light been good, as he
had never seen me, except in the dis-
guise of river man at the Bosse sa-
loon. Wheelerand Soest remained in the
carriage. Biebush gfade a pleasant cas-
ual remaric about the weather 1d as
he did =o I stepped up to him and laid
a hand on hi houlder

You 1 prisoner I said, “and
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Buffalo & Susquehanna Railroad Comapany

(‘ondensed Time Table in Effect June 4, 1905,
READ Down. Reap Up.
Sun- o iy g )
day Week Days. Daily Week Days.
Only
P. M. P. A. M,
618 10
6 00 9 :
614 0
6 47 g 8
1 8
700 708 3 Galeton, SAr| 87
7 10 ¥ ".Cross Fork Junc 7
8 00 7
8 20 6
P. M. i
8 20 1
8 29 2
838 2 | I 35, 6 50|
| 100 638 8O00. | 3.10 95‘1805
| 200 705 845 AN 2720 910/7 40
| P. M. | An | |
| ca—| — ! | .—_-I.——‘——
| | . R .
{ : . | 88| #a8
b % . Genesee,. ..‘ | 7 4 18
909 4 Ill‘ .West Bingham, ’ | 780 208
. 927 4 15! Newfield Junction..| 7 18| 1 50| |
‘ 10 10[ 4 55; Galeton ...... .| | 830 1 asI ’
Y — . e . —— . sy v | [, W, — N | —
[11 05 @ 23] Cross Fork June | 7 30 | |540
| 11 55| 710 Cross Fork . | 30 {

| |
|
)

and 7:00 p. m.

Returning Invc Aunsonia at 9:35 a.m., and 8:3) p. m., arriving at Galeton at 10:09 a.

:05
At l)nnuoml wllh P. R. R.
At DuBois with B. R. & P, Ry
At Keating Summit with B,
At Ansonia with N.Y.C.& H
At Newfield Junction \\llh
At Genesee with Y & l‘n
At Addison with Erie R.

V. Div.

CONNECTION
Additional trains leave (ialeton at 8:15a. m. and

440 |

5 p. m,, arrivlaz at Ansonia at 9:21 a.m.

m., and

of Pennsylvania R. R,

l‘m all points north and south,
P. A.Ry.,

Union Station.

Union Station.
Umun Station.

At Wellsville with Erie R R for points east and west.

At Sinnamahoning with P. R. R.—P. & E.

M.J. McMason, Div. Pass Ag't., Galeton, Pa.
A. NIEL, Trafflc Mgr. Buffalo, N.Y.

Div,
W. C. PARK, Gen'] Supt., Galeton, Pa.
C. PETER CLARK, Gen'l Myr. Buffulo, N. Y.

Taking effect May rn.h. 1801,

!counznrow & PORT ALLEGANY R. R

EASTWA RO,
| 10 |
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Port Anﬂuny.
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Lv"
Gl
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even Bridges,
llrmundl 8, ..

'611!
6 2l‘|

uwhem
Newfleld Jnncllon,
Perkins, ......

Carpente:
Oroweil’s,
o1, %

A M., M. AN, |
.7 201 2 25 9 10|
72792329919
[ 2 (#2340 9 2|
*7 8292 37 9 26/
787 343 982
*7 41| 246] % |
744 2 49| 9 40|
07 49) 2 54|* 947/
*8 01 *3 03 *10 02
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% 12 98 17 *10 20
<o |*8 28/410 35
.| 838 880 1045
BNES™
. 828 600 130
% | 00 l o0 l‘
5 23 86 05| *1 31
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Ll .ﬁs‘
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Flag ltntlonl. (°°) Trnlnl do
) Telegraph offices. Tra!n Nos.
carry passengers. Talns8 and 10 do.

Tralns run on Eastern Standard Tim

Connections—At U‘lyllel with Fall Brook R'y
for points north and south, t B. & 8. Juno+
tion with Buftalo & Bulquehannlﬂ R. north fos
Wellsville, south for Galeton and Ansonia. A#
Port Allegany with W. N. Y.& P, R. R., north
for Buffalo, Olean, Bradford and Bmulhpon]
south for Keating Summit, Austin, Emporiune
ond Penn’a R. R. . polnu
A.McCLURE JGen'lSupt.

Coudersport, Pa.
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Above all, USE GOOD PAINT!

goud 1 & pure hnsg:d is the "glc‘;—xhe one great requd:-
aint for which t ere is no substtut &
fmh r seed oil is to buy the oil a:d :km ¢ . Ot

hind

USE PAINT
&very gallon of Kinloch Paint buy one gallon of luueed oil.
s two gallons of -paint, ready for use. You then know that the paint
you're putting on your house is alive—""the )
paint unless it contains 50% of really pure oil.
of Kinloch Paint if you will call and see us.

FOR SALE BY

HURTEAU

Laat e years.
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uine oil is in it,” and paint is not
We will further explain zhe virtues,
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-‘NEADQUARTERS FOR

FRESH BREAD,
PIES,
FANCY CAKES,
ICE CREAM,

N
&
CONFECTIONERY

Allorders given prompt and
skillful attention.

STRONG

”

-~

y vl(u to the whole belng. All drai

Mai d o
money, §5.00. Send for frce book,

WHEN IN DOUBT, TRY

They bave stood the test of
?hv l:ur d thou: ,.‘o‘

Dis such
28 DONIIV Dlulnn!. Sleepl 8-
ness and Varicocele Atrophy, &c.
They clear the brain, strengthes
the clrculation, make digestion
?erfect, and im u: a healthy
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Fer sale by B. 0. Dodsen, Druggist, Empertum, Pa.

Wiﬁdsor

Hotel

*n 12th and 13th Sts., on Filbert St.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Three minutes WALK from the Reading

Terminnl, Se——

Five minutes WALK from the Penn’a R.
I

Betwee

R, Dapot., Sew=s
European Plan $1.00 per day and upwards,
American Plan §2.00 per duy.

FRANK M. SCHEIBLEY. Manager,

French
l’emule

[Madam Dean’s

rertaln n-lh-f f«-r Suppreased
ver known to fall, fwfe!
p- edy! Satisfaction Guaran teed
ey Refunded, Sent prepatd for
$1.00 Yn rbox. Will send themoon trisl, to
be pald for when relloved, Namples Free,
UNITED MEDICAL CO., BoX 74, LANCASTES. Pa

ITaggart anc R. Q.

Sold in Emporium by L.
Dodson,

Foley’s Kidney Cure

makes kiducys and bladder riglit

Send model sketch or
freereport on

How to Secure'
Patents And

hoto of mvcmlon for
tentability, For free b

RADE-MARKS “

OPPUSHE: U S PATENTURFILE
wAsmuc’ronm.c..‘

The Place to Buy Cheap
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J. F.PARSONS’

LADIES

OR. LaFRANGO'S GOMPOUND.
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Bouklel lrw.

i
m' lAll.\-\Hleu' |u.d
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Clothier?

It it’s R. SEGER & CO,.
you are getting the right
kind of merchandise. There
is no small or grand decep-
tion practiced in their store.
Bustained success demon-
strates  that there is
‘“‘growth in truth’” in the
retailing of

NEW AND UP-TO-DATE
CLOTHING AT POPULAR
PRICES.

R. SEGER & CO.

For Bill Heads,
Letter Heads,

Fine Commercial

Job Work of All
Kinds,
| Get Our Figures,
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b D"‘""“ MARTIN RUDY, LANCASTER. PA.

EVERY WOMAN

Bometimes needs a reliable
monthly regulating  medicines

DR. PEAL'S

PENNYRGYAL PILLS,

Are rl!rnmpL safe and certaininresult. The genus

ir, Peal's) never disappoiat, $1.00 per bany
Sold by R. C. Dodson, druggist

iodol Dyspepsia Cure
Dlgutu what you eat,

SOR—

Foleys Kldney Cure

makes kidneys and bludder right,

BANNER SALVE

the most healing salve ln the worlds

Sold |-_\ R. (

00

» Dodson, Druggist,

DYSPE

DIGESTS

The § tie contalng 2

PARFARED

PSIA CUR

WHAT YOU EAT

i

oathe trial slee, w ' 8alis for 50 centa,
NV AT S ’

E. C. DeWITT & COMPANY, uLuCAGO. iLi.



