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of Chicago, St. Louis and Linceln
could, therefore, secure no ‘“coney”
money worth the handling, and the
smaller dealers, from the Canadian
line to the gulf of Mexico, were send-
ing in orders for bad money that could
not be filled. The only plate available
for use at the time was the one of a
$10 note of the Bank of Richmond,
Ind. This was what was known as a
skeleton plate—that is, so made that
the part bearing the name of the bank
was mortised in, allowing the insertion
of the name of another bank, the rest
of the note being the same. Counter-
feits of the Lafayette and Muncie, Ind.,
banks had been printed from this
plate, but this counterfeit had become
worthless on account of the worn con-
dition of the plate. The Richmond
“10s” were so well known as to be
practically unpassable.

Peter McCartney was at large, but
was not inclined to divide the fruits
of his labors with the Lincoln crowd.
Charles F. Ulrich, another cutter, had
been released from the Ohio peniten-
tiary, but his release was not general-
ly known and he was not disposed im-
mediately to resume operations. With
a knowledge of these facts it can read-
ily be understood why the straits to
which the counterfeiters were reduced
were desperate. The release of Boyd
was an absolute necessity, to be ac-
complished at any cost.

For months the members of this
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Besides this bond of intermarriage
there was a strong property tie con-
:eting the counterfeiting principals.
Nelson Driggs, whose brother kept a
hotel in Jersey City which was a ren-
dezvous for “‘coney men,” had $40,000
in cash, 28,000 acres of land in Texas
and other property. Ben Boyd had
means 1n plenty, as did McCartney qnd
several others. They were men of
&ood habits in point of abstemious-
ness, and many of them lived Jekyll
and Hyde lives with such success that
in their respective communities they
were rcspected members of soclety
while making and shoving the “queer.”
Many of them were men of education.
had a magnificent library and
udent. Few of them, during
able periods of their careers,
business that was not hon-

heitlin.]

ong them being farmers,
professional men and an
howev there were

thig rule,
e exceptio One of these
s James Kinealy, who, at the time

most cunning and desperate band had
| been whipping their brains for feasible
{ plans to effect the release of their pal.
| None that passed muster in the crim-
Ein:xl council had been suggested. The
secret service, knowing that every en-
{ y of the criminals would be
| strained to free Boyd, but having no
| knowledge of the plans suggested,
| worked diligently to enmesh the
| known members at large on counter-

| feiting charges and in so doing made |

| a special effort to trap John Hughes,
[\\'hn for a dozen years had success-
fully passed and dealt in counterfeit
money, besides taking side excursions
into other paths of crime. Sufficient
evidence against Hughes had been
gathered to secure an indictment by
the federal grand jury in 1874, but for
a year and a half he had eluided the
shrewdest men in the secret service.
At that time I often secured in-
formation from a man named Lewis
C Swegles. He was what we then
termed a “roper” or stool pigeon.
Swegles was the son of the first audit-
or of the state of Michigan—the black
sheep in a fine family—but a man who

had been of considerable value to the

shdes, miv Informant had plven as one
of the motives for the proposed crime
the desire for the release of Ben Boyd,
which 1 knew Lo be a consderation of
the utmost importance to the men
whose operations had been so abrupt-
ly ecurtailed by the plate cutter’s in-
carceration,

The rioment was one for action,
even at the risk of finding later that
the secret service had been led into
unaecessary activity by misinforma-
‘(imL My inforinant had learned that
certain St. Louis men, whose names
he did not know, were parties to the
plot. Previously a similar plot, em-
anating from the same sources, had
been revealed to Chief of Police Wil-
kinson, of Springfield. In this plan
James Kinealy had evidently been the
promoter, and had decided to use the
Linceln counterfeiting contingent as
his agents. Thomas J. Sharp, editor
of the Statesman; Nathin L. Curtis,
his assistant, and Vive G. Williams, a
bartender of Lincoln, as the first step,
opened a saloon in Springfield, which
they made their counterfeiting head-
quarters as well as the place from
which they could gather, without ex-
citing suspicion, such fnformation as
they needed to aid them in their work
of stealing the body of Lincoln.

From the facts that the gum of ran-
som money pyoposed in inis plot and
the later sum were the same and that
| the interests of all the men in bota
;pluts were closely allied, there was
I little doubt that one man had cons
| ceived the scheme to release Boyd, and
‘.lhorv was also little doubt that the
one man was James Kinealy, }e was
| capable of concocting and trylhg to
carry out such a plot.

The dream of the easy acquisition of
$200,000 led the counterfeiters who had
| opened the saloon in Springfield i{nto
| the lavish expenditure of money and
dissipation. In one of these bouts
Thomas Sharp confided to a woman
of the town of Springfield that he ex-
pected zoon to become one of the bene-

|

ficiaries of the $200,000 ransom fund
and intimated to her the plan by
which the money was to be secured,

This woman informed Chief Wilkinson
of the drunken boasts of her admirer,
Wilkinson immediately took steps teo
place aaditional guards over the Lin-
coln tomb and took such other pre-
cautions as indicated to the conspiz-
ators that their plan could not be cam
ried out. It was in this first plot that
the leaden casket containing the body
of Linceln was to be sunk in the Sans
gamon riv till its hlding place
should ha revealed by Ben Boyd.
After ecoming into possession of the
information concerning the second
plot 1 s=at Swegles back to Hughes to
keep in touch with the movements of
the conspirators as closely as possible,

He succeaded so well in ti.s that he
was cl «n to be opre of the men to
eng: aciively in the work, and the
details of the plan were ated to
him without reservat to
furnish the light spring wagon in

was to be convey
The plan to 1k th

casket

*h the
n Springfield.
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ailments of women. It will entirely
cure the worst forms of Female Com-
laints, Inflammation and Ulceration,
falling and Displacements and conse-
quent Spinal Weakness, and is peculi-
arly adapted to the Change o})e Life,
It will surely cure.

Backache.

It has cured more cases of Female
Weakness than any other remedy the
world hasever known. Itisalmostin-
fallible in such cases. It dissolves and
expels Tumors in an early stage of |
development, That

Bearing-down Fecling,

causing pain, weight and headache, is

instantly relieved and permanently
cured by its use. Under all circum-
stances it acts in harmony with the |
female system, It corrects i
Irreguiarity, }
Suppressed or Painful Periods, Weak- |
nessof the Stomach, Indigestion, Bloat. |
ing, Nervous Prostration, Headache, |
General Debility., Also }
Dizziness, Faininess, |
Extreme Lassitude, ‘“don’t-care” and |
‘ywant-to-be-left-alone ” feeling, excit-
ability, irritability, nervousness, sleep- |
lessness, flatulency, melancholy or the |
“Dblues,” and backache. These are |
sure indications of Female Wealkness,
some derangement of the organs., For |
|
Kidney Complaints i
and Backache of either sex the Vegeta- |
ble Compound is unequalled. |
Youw can write Mrs. Pinkham about |
yourself in strictest confidence. |
LYDIA E. PINKHAM MED., CO., Lynn, Mass,
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Balcom & Lloyd.

WE have the best stocked
general store in the county
and if you are looking for re-
liable goods at reasonable
prices, we are ready to serve
you with the best to be found.
Our reputation for trust-
worthy goods and fair dealing
is too well known to sell any
but high grade goods.

Our stock of Queensware and
Chinaware is selected with
great care and we have some
of the most handsome dishes
ever shown in this section,
both in imported and domestic
makes. We invite you to visit
us and look our goods over.
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