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HABIT OF MUCH SUPERFICIAL
READING LEADS TO HALF
DOING OTHER THINGS.

ampairs Mental Power—Great Think-
ers Always Thorough Readers
—Macaulay’s Rule for
Concentration.

By Dr.
(Editor

6a

Orison Swett Marden.

Success Magazine, New York.)

EWARE of the man of one book,”

B

said Dr. Johnson. “Beware of |
the man who knows one thing well. He ‘
is a dangerous antagonist.” ;
Thoroughness is the foundation of |
worthy achievement in any direction. |
In reading it is foundation, solid con- |
tents, apex—eveything. !
A smattering of books, no mattér
how extensive, will never strengthen
the intellect or enlarge the mind. The |*
mere book taster ignorant of lit- ‘
erature, as unappreciative of the true |
riches of books as the globe trotter is
of the countries through which he
rushes, merely to be able to say that

he has been in them
Mental Dissipation. |
Life may be crippled by a habit of
superficial or desultory reading, for
E 1 reading weakens the 1 d, im-
pairs the memory, undermines the pow-
ers of application and persistence, and

destroys that desire for npleteness,
for wholeness of life, which is the
crown of character. i |

People who read with half a mind,
who turn from one book to another,

skimming
ing any

're and there, and not read- |
roughly or to the close, will |
on begin to half do other things or
leave them unfinished. The habit will |
manifest itself in every phase of their

lives. |
The temptation to reading of thi
kind is greatly incre *d by the enor

mous recent multiplication of litera- |
ture, and is a menace to depth of cul- |
ture, especially to dwellers in cities.
Anxious to be able to say that they |
have read the latest “best-selling books
of the month,” and desirous of being

recarded as aufait in literary matters
many ps

D e silly enough to try to |

skim tl gh a hundred books and |
¢ ines in a month, without any
rt or wish to appropriate and make |
their own the thoughts they contain— |
that is any of them that contain a
thought worth remembering, which |
‘annot be said of many of our “best- |
ng books.” ‘}

1 worst sort of mental dis- |
sipation and the most pernicious in its |
It is the kind “muitifa- |

the

is i

of

1 Rev. I, W. Rob-

the mind more |
than d nothing, for it becomes a |
necessity at last, like smoking, and is |
an excuse for the mind to lie dormant |
while thought is pours in, and runs
hrongh a clear stream, over unproduc-
ive gravel, on which not even mosses
zrow.” |

No superficial reader ever became an

3xact or scholar or an authority
ym any subject No matter how many
school and college diplomas you may

nold, if you are not educated, for it is|
in reading that gives |
breadth and solidity to education, as it |
s thoroughness in work that gives |
strength and stability to character.

horoughness

Desultory Reading Bad.

One good book thoroughly read, di-
zested and assimilated until it becomes,
ike the iron atcms in our blood, a part
of ourselves, is worth more to a reader
than the thoughtless skimming over of
thousands of volumes,

Edward Everett Hale says that if a
person will take up some subject and
study it thoroughly he will have a better
knowledge of it in one month than any-
one else but a specialist. So, if you ab-
sorb and make apart of your life a few
great bhoo instead of squandering your
time and demors: 2 your mental fac-
ulties by attempting to swallow, with-
out digesting, every volume that comes
in your way, you will be a better read
man or woman than any but a specialist
in literature.

Probably not one reader in a hundred
to-day cculd give an intelligent synopsis
of a book he hes just re The matier
a confused h undefined,
nebulous mass in hi

Whatever is taken into the mental
chamber, without any attempt at classi-
fication or systematic arrangement,
merely induces mental dyspepsia. After
a while the mind becomes <o clogged
with unassimilated material that it is un-
able to act with quickness or certainty
It losses confidence and e ticity. Tlhw
very power to think actively and de-
finitely is destroyed by the habit of su-
perficial reading.

It is to many an unpleasant task, after
reading a book or listening to a sermen
of lecture, to write out an analysis of it
But it is by the expercise of such pains-
taking thoroughness that the Websters.
the Choates, the Lincolns, the Clays and
the Gladstones are made,

Make Notes as You Read.

Those who have gotten the most out of
books have not only read and re-read
them with eager, absorbing attention,
but have also made copicus notes on the
margins, on the fly-leaves, between the
lines, or else in notebooks kepu for the
purpose.

Of course it is troublesome, and some-
times inconvenient, to stop reading to
make notes, but it is the price famous
writers, orators and scholars have paid
for their accumulated knowledge,

The libraries of many great men show
that their books were their quarries
their reservoirs of thought, their ma-
terial for future use, for they are full of

@otes, and in some cases blank leaves

a
and
niind.

lies 1P,

| am

| mir

| libraries,

have been inserted for remarks, sngges.
tions and criticisms.

Much of what we admire as unusual
talent is but an infinite capacity for tak-
ing pains, and most of us, by taking
pains with our reading, as well as with
other things, could double and treble our
power and usefulness.

Taking copious notes, reading and re-
reading, with a mind entirely free from
distracting cares or thoughts, never
leaving an obscure passage unti]l it has
become perfectly clear, never passing a
word whose meaning or pronunciation
we do not know without consulting a dic-
tionary, and if possible, committing
some of the finest passages to memory—
this is the only way to read with profit.

Many will object that such a method
would take too much time, Buteven the
most brilliant intellects found no short
cut to knowledge by reading.

Franklin advised everybody to read
with a pen in hand and to make notes
of all they read. Joseph Cook also ad-
vised all young men and women to keep
commonplace books and make notes of
their reading

Macaulay's Rule.
Henry Ward Beecher, i
a conversation on res
1@ great point is to r
without reflection. Dr. Macaulay,
nsed to preach in New York, told me

he began to

the course
ling, said:

of

ad

that when a boy at college
read enthusiastically, but that at the
foot of every page he read he stopped
and obliged himself to give an account
of what he had read on that page. At
first he had to read three or four
times before he got his mind firmly
fixed. But he rigorously compelled him-
self conform to the
now, he says,

to process,

rothing |
who |

Amid the constant distractions of
household cares, which were never neg-
lected, Mary Somerville completed her
“Mechanism of the Heavens,” which
gave her rank as one of the foremost
scientists of her day.

It is not lack of time or opportunity,
so much as lack of heart and earnestness,
that prevents most of us from becoming
well-informed readers.

If, like Robert Louis Stevenson, one
constantly carries a notebook and pen-
cil in one pocket and a book in another;
and if, like Gladstone, always is pre-
pared to turn to account the moments
while waiting for a train, a car or a
ferryboat, he will not only find time to
read, but will also read with profit.

(Copyright, B. Bow!
THE MAKING OF MAGAZINES
Marvelous Facts Regarding This

Branch of the Publishing Busi-
ness in the United States.

In the United States there are to-day
,838 monthly magazines,
About 50,000,000 are sold every month,
says Woman's Home Companion.
The advertisements amount to about
$30,000,000 a year,
The sales amount to $7
In one year the avera
family buys 40 magazine
The paper used to print these mag-
azines weighs 125,000,000 pounds,
About 40,000 people are professional
magazine makers.

5

000,000,
American

Nearly 200,000 people arc supported

| by the magazine business.

until |
after he has read a book |

through once, he can almost recite it
from beginning to end It is a very |
simple habit to form early in life, and |
is invaluable for acquiring accuracy

thorough
rial with which a man

It is recorded that
great English historian
adopted a similar
his youth

Harriet Martineau said of hers
the slowest of readers
a page an hour iz all I read

“l never knew but one
readers, or readers of many
wh knowledge was worth
thing,” observes Rev. F. W
“I read hard or not at all,
never turning
boaol and

and g
has to deal.”
Macaulay, the

and i

essa

some
or
books,
any-
Robertson.
never skim-
to merely
s of

aside

the

inviting thoug

| Plato, Aristotle, Thucydides, Sterne and

f this worlk, but also much of
eral power for taking pains
best part of my taste in liter:
If men and women whose

or girl of the twentieth
afford to take less pains?

boy

Wealth of Reading a Snarve.
The fa¢t that the majority of people
to-day are less thorough heir read-

in

ing than were their grand hers and
ndmothers is largely owing to the
ildering mass of books, magazines
and newspapers at their command in

clubs and reading rooms, and

to be obtained for a few cents at book
stalls, or in department stores
We usually appreciate advantages

according to the difficulty of obtaining
thein, and it frequently happens that
it is not the boy who is brought up in
an atmosphere of books, who has easy
access to immense libraries and read-
ing rooms, and who has perhaps a
score of magazines coming to his home

each month, who gains most{ from his |
the |

opportunities. How oiten is it
country lad, to whom books are a lux-
ury, who may never have seen a
library, but who devours the few vol-

umes he can borrow as if he would
never see them again, who is heard
from in after life. Lincoln got more

real good out of the half dozen books
to which he had access as a youth than
many a modern boy ever gets out of
the great city libraries and reading
rooms which are constantly open to
him.

Busy people complain that they have
not time to read carefully, that
reading must be done “on the fiy
the trains, on cars or ferryboats, or on
their way to and from store or office,

or not at all. Others say that they
cannot reserve any special time for
reading, and that it is impossible, in

the midst of hcusehold duties or other
distractions, to seize odd intervals of
leisure and read conncctedly or with
any degree of profit.

All May Have Culture,

It is not necessary to have a pre-
scribed time for reading, or a certain
number of hours a day to devote to it in
order to become well read. If the habit
of concentration has been fixed in boy-
hood and girlhood we can read to ad-
vantage, no matter Wwhat our environ-
ment or how limited or broken the time
at our disposal. It would, of course, be
greatly in our favor to have an hour or
two each day which we could count
upon absolutely for mental culture.
But because we have not is no reascn
why we should not be cultured if we
desire to be. If the desire be there we
will make the most of our opportunities,
as did Elihu Burritt, the “learned black-
smith,” who acquired many languages
end solved difficult mathematical prob-
lems during the pauses of his work at
the forge.

Examples are not wanting to show us
what may be done by the carnest-mind-
ed.

Standing in line with his fellow errand
boys at the post office in Amsterdam,
the eminent Greek explorer, Dr. Schlie-
mann, with open book in hand, utilized
the moments of wailing in laying the
foundations of his future greatness,

two fast |

their |
on |

knowledge of the mate- |

plan of reading in |

| 18 American cities that are larger.

Jonathan Edwards have passed, like |
the iron atoms of the blood, into my
mental constitution.”

“My mother compelled me to learn,
by daily toil, long chapters of the Bi
by heart,” says Ruskin, * to his «
{ cipline T owe not o my knc

intellectual |

pre-eminence has made them gaide-
| posts for future generations, had to be |
so patient and laborious in forming
correct reading habits, can the average

ceatury |

| the number of

Such is the f like tale of American
progress in the line of magazine making.
All the daily and weekly papers of Asia
scarcely equal the monthly magazines of
this country. To compare the United
States with Europe, our magazinesequal
newspapers in

Belgium and

] Russia,
Spain, Greece, Holland
combined.

It is not possible to realize what the
above fizures mean without taking a few
comparisons. The magazine business has
become so enormous that its statistics
convey no clear idea to our minds., We
must call in the aid of imagination and

{ transform the figures into pictures.

We all know, forinstance, that Minne-
apolis is a large city., There are only
Yet
if all the people who make magazines
were to move to one spot, they would

make a city as large as Minneapolis.
There are eight states or territo-
ries that have a smaller population

than the proud city of Magazinia would
have.

This city of Magazinia would also
have a yearly income equal to the com-
bined revenues of Denmark, Roumania,
Norway and Greece. Four European
kingdoms—with a total population of
over 13,000,000, with courts and armies
and na s, with hundreds of tax gath-
erers, squeezing millions from the peo-
ple—obtained less money last year than
the people of the United States paid for
magazines. Is it any wonder that the
citizens of Magazinia feel proud of their
achievemnents?

Six hundred million magazines a year!
The total weight of these magazines is
62,500 tons

THE CONDUCTOR’S SHAVE.
Remarks of Commuters Make Him
Feel Like Punching Heads
Instead of Tickets.

When the conductor, who had always
worn a heavy mustach, entered the
smoking car of the suburban train the
other morning there was a weak smile
upon his long upper lip. The mustach
had disappeared, says the New York
Sun.

He tried to punch tickets with an ab-

| gence of self-conseiousness, but it was
| not easy, for these were some of the com-

ments and questions handed to him by
the commuters as he passed down the
line:

“We'll make better time now we don't
have to carry that mustach.”

“Going to wear Galways?"”

“Did you swallow it ?”

“I beg your pardon, but this is so sud-
den.”

“Get it on again, quick.”

“Getting gray, was it?”

“Company regulation?"”

“He's as pretty as a show girl.”
“What made you stop at your mus-
tach? Why didn't you shave your
head?”
I “Tired of carrying excess '‘baggage,
eh?”

2

“Did it tickle your nose?
“Girl make you take it off 2"
“Gea! You're handsome now."”

“What did the barber give you for it?"”

“He looks like Russell Sage.”

“No; Lillian Russell.

“What fine teeth he has, now that we
can see them.”

“What makes your upper lip so blue?”

“Cold, and ne wonder.”

“Get a little bunch of spinach on your
chin, and break even."”

“Did you lose it on the ponies?”

“Why didn’t you keep it to bet on the
election?”

“You'd better paint one on your lip
until the other grows again.”

And so on. The only passengers who
had nothing to say were two or three
who were ostentatiously rendered
speechless with horror,

For Soldiers’ Guidance.

The cotton handkerchiefs provided
for French soldiers have printed upon
them a number of sanitary precepts to
be observed on the march and during a
cantwaign, and are further decorated
with medallions containing pictures of
officers of all grades; the different uni-
forms being so distinetly portrayed that
a French private can tell at a glance to
what grade any officer he may see be-
longs.

Working for His Living.
Citizen—See here, why do you beg?
Mendicart—Why, a feller can’t live

by doin’ zothin’.—Philadelphia Bul-
Istin,

| chafings, for annoy

| skin of m

NOT SUCH A FUNNY TRICK.

Drummer’s Joke on Waiter Turned
Out a Costly One On
Himself.

| “I suppose there comes to every man a
| desire to do something smart en an oc-
| casion,” said the drummer, as a sigh took
| the place of his smile, according to the
‘New York Times.

“Well, such a desire came to me as I
| was leaving a certain southern city after
a week's stay. The waiter at my table
had called me ‘Gineral’ and been at great
| pains to care for me and I made up my
mind to reward him with a $5 bill. It was

& cofinterfeit with which I had been stuck

but I thought it would be the biggest kind

of a joke to work off on Bob.
“l had got a hundred miles away when

I was arrested on a telegram for passing

counterfeit money, and when taken back
I was arraigned in a United States ot
and had to give bail and appear on three
different occasions. 1 had a lawyer and
other expenses, lost a good three weeks
altogether and just escaped prison by the

i geeth. In addition to this [
had to make good to the waiter, who sor-
rowfully shook his head when he rece'ved
the money and said:

“I'ze sorry for you, Gineral, but dis may
be de means of savin’ your contemptible
soul from the gallus!”

el e,

JUST LIKE PRISON ROUTINE.

Boastful Traveler Brought to a Pause
by a Very Embarrassing
Question.

compartment, five on a side. The speaker
was stout, florid, with short-cut gray hair,
and was very self-satisfied. The effem-
inate degeueracy of modern young men
was his theme, rélates London Tit-Bits,

“Look at me! Bixty ye of age—never
had a day’s illness in my A
my four miles an hour! Why? Because
from when I was 20 to when I was over
40 1 lived a regular life. No delicacies
for me! No late hours! ‘Every day, sum-
mer and winter, I went to bed at nine,
got up at five, lived principally on por-
ridge, worked hard—hard, mind you, from
eight to one, then dinner, then an hour's
walking exercise, and then—"

“beg your pard'n, guv'nor,” interrupted
a young workimg man sitling opposite,
“but wot was you in for?”

-

Further Explanation Needed.

Possible Purchaser—What is the title
of this painting?

Artist—That is “A Ship in a Storm.”

“It’s wonderfully effective and striking.
WVould—h'm—would ycu mind telhng me
which is the ship and which is the storm?”
—Chicago Tribune.

Found at Last,

Hensley, Ark., Dec. 2ith.—(Special)—
That a sure cure for Backache would be a
priceless boon to the people, and osf-eviu”\'
the women of America, is admitted by all
interest 'd in medical matters, and Mrs, Suo
Williams of this place is certain she has
found in Dodd's Kidney Pills the long-
looked-for cure.

¢ 1 am 5% years old,” Mrs. Williams says,
“and have suffered with the Backache very
much for three or four years. I have been
treated by good physicians and got no relief,
but thanks to God, Ihive found a cure at
lust and it 1s Dodd's Kidney Pills. 1 have
taken only one box and it has done memore
good than all the doctors in three or four

'8, 1 nt all sufferers from Backache
an get Dodd’s Kidney

o4

1 that they
s and get well.”
s one of the first symptoms of
ase. Guard against Bright's

to

Pill
Backache

Kidney Dis

and can do |

Disease or Rhienmatism by curing it with |

Dodd’s Kidney Pills.
i ==l
A three-year-old boy of Machias, M.,
walked eight miles over rough country
roads the other day. That boy will grow
up to be a great actor.—Ohie State Jour-
nal.

BEAUTIFUL SKIN,
Soft White l’lnluinﬁvnml Luxuriant
MHair Produced by Cuticura
Sonp.

Millions of Women Use Cuticura Soap,
assisted by Cuticura Ointment, the great
skin cure, for preserving, purifying and
beautifying the skin, for cleansing
scalp of crusts, scales and dandruff, and
the stopping n{ falling hair, for softening,
whitening and soothing red, rough and
sore handa, for baby rashes, itchings and
ng irritations and ul-
cerative weaknes and many antiseptic
purposes which readily suggest tnem-
gclves, as well as for all the purposes of
the toilet, bath and nursery.

poniuie Sludiaii

It is a Parisian doctor who insists that
love is the result of a microbe. Then let
science take warning and leave the ten-

der germ undisturbed.—Cleveland Plain
ealer. I
Are You Going to Florida or New
Orleans P

Tickets on sale via Queen & Crescent

?num and Southern Railway to Florida,
ew Orleans and other points south at
reatly reduced rates, good returning May
1st, 1005.

Also variable route tickets good going to
points in Florida and Cuba via Atlanta, and
returning via Asheville.  For rates and
%hcr information address :—

. A. Beckler, N, P. A., 113 Adams Street,

Chicago, Ill.

D. P. Brown. N. E. P. A, 11 Fort Street,W.,

Detroit, Mich.

W. W. Dunnavant, T. P. A, Warren, Ohio,
W. C. Rinearson, G. P. A., Cincinnati, Ohio,
. =5

A Salt Lake doctor has found a new
drug which he declares is better than
castor oil. And it wouldn’t have to be
very good at that.—Indianapolis News.

it
To Cure a Cold in One Day
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets, All
dru&gis'.s refund the meoney if it fails to cure.
E. W. Grove’s signature is on each box. 25c.
Als=in il RGig

“Chat on the Care of Children,” former-
ly a feature of the woman's page, has
given way to “Timely Tips on the Treat-
ment of Toy Dogs.”—N. Y. Herald.

—-

Do not believe Piso’& Cure for Consump-
tion has an equal for coughs and colds.—J.
F. Boyer, Trinity Springs, Ind., Feb. 15, 1900,

phi Stk a5 o0 Ll

A mother could tell her daughter lots
about helping out her lover if she dared
to give herself away to her.—N. Y. Press.

e

A Guaranteed Cure for Piles.

Itching, Blind, Bleeding or Protruding Piles,
Your drum:lst will refund money if Pazo
Nt falls to cure in 6 to 14 days. 50c.

=

Even h?nlhus been known to die of old

age.—N. ‘lmes.

the |

and Member of W.C.T. U, tells how she

recovered from a serious illness by the use of

Lydia E. Pinkham’s

Vegetable Compound.

“ DEAR MRs. PINKHAM:—I am one of the many of your grateful friends
who have been cured through the use of Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetablo

Compound, and who can to-day thank you for the fine health I enj

1 was thirty-five years old, I suffered

down pains; in fact, I had womb trouble.
and reading of the cures your Compound had made, I decided to try it.

y. When
severe backache and frequent bearing-
I was™very anxious to get well,
I took

only six bottles, but it built me up and cured me entirely of all my troubles.

“ My family and relatives were naturally as gratified as I was.

My niece

had heart trouble and nervous prostration, and was considered incurable.
She took your Vegetable Compound and it cured her in a short time, and she
became well and strong, and her home 7o her great joy and her husband’s

delight was blessed with a baby.

I know of a number of others who have

been cured of different kinds of female trouble, and am satisfied that vour
Compound is the best medicine for sick women."—Mgs. EL1zABETH H. THOMPBON,

Box 105, Lillydale, N. Y.

Thousands upon thousands of women throughout this country
are not only expressing such sentiments as the above to their

friends, but are continually writing letters of

ratitude to DMrs.

Pinkham, until she has hundreds of thousands of letters from
women in all classes of society who have been restored to health
by her advice and medicine after all other means had failed.

Ilere is another letter which proves conclusively that there is no
other medicine to equal Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound.

poor

ly.

2 d

“DEAR Mrs. PINEHAM:—] suffered with

health for over seven years, not sick

enough to stay in bed, and not well enough to
enjoylifeandattend tc mydailyduties proper-

was growing thin, my complexion was

sallow, and I was easily upset and irritable.
*“One of my neighbors advised me to try
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Com=
pound, and I procured a bottle.
change for the better took place within a
week, and I decided to keep up the treatment.
““Within two months I was like a changed
woman, my health good, my step light, m
eyes bright, my complexion vastly improved,
and I feit once more like a young girl.
t wonder now how I ever endured the misery.
) T would not spend another year like it for a
fortune.
- ‘“1 appreciate my
all the praise to Lydia E. Pinkham’s

A great

ood health, and give

‘egetable Compound.” — Mus.

M. TiLLA, 407 Habersteen St., Savannah, Ga.
Mrs. Pinkbam has on file thousands of such letters.

$5000

above testimonials, which will prove

eir absolute genuineness.
E. Pin

FORFEIT it wecannot lorthwn:.;roduce the original letters and signatures of

am Med. Co,, Lynn, Mass.

There is no alcohol in

Celery King, the great
tonic-laxative. It is,
therefore, the safest med-
icine for the family. It
cures stomach troubles,
nervous diseases, blood
diseases, headache. It is
the most satisfactory
laxative,

Coughing

Rum

is Serious
RS R TS

even for those in robust
health., Take Shiloh’s
Consumption Cure, the
Lung Tonic, it is guaran-
teed to cure any cough.
Your money back, if it
doesn'’t.

409
25c., 50c. and $1.00

Strawberry and
Vegetable Dealers

The Passenger Department of the 111inois Central

Mixed Farmin&, Wheat
Raising, Ranching.

Three great pursuits have
agaln shown wonderful re-
sults on the FREE Home-
stead Lands of Western
4 Canadg this year.

Magnificent climate—farmers plowing in their
shirt sleeves in the middle of November,

“ All are bound to be more than pleased with
| the final results of the past season’s harvests."'—
Extract.

Coal, wood, water, hay in abundance—schools,
| ehurches, markets conveuient,

Apply for information t0 BUPERINTENDENT OP
IMMIGRATION, Ottawa, Canada, or Lo

H. M. WiLLIAMS, Law Butlding, Toledo, O.
Autborized Canadian Government Agent.
Please say where you saw this advertisemend.

A GURIOUS FACT

It is worthy of remark that every city
of any size or importance in tho great
state of Texas is located directly on the
line of the M. K. & T. R’y. Naturally
the country adjacent to these cities, and
the cities themselves, aro a little richer
in opportunities than other portions of
the state, which is as a whole a state
surpassingly attractive to the investor
and home-seeker.

Low rates on the first and third Tues-
days of each month.

I would like to send you some priuted

matter about Texas.
‘Write to me.

“KATY'

S§T. LOVIS, MO.

Rallrond Company huve recently Issued a publica-
tlhon known ul‘cu’cullr No. 12, in which is
the

best territory in this country
for the growing of oi.)y strawberries and early
vegetables. Every dealer In such products should
ddress a postal card to the undersigned at DUBLQUE,

. psting n copy of ‘' Circular N
Ao R R Y
48-page book FReE,

PATERNTS b ™

T Agent

FITZGERALD & CO., Box K, Washingwn, D.C.

ST.

OIL

JACOBS

The O'd Monk Cure

Pains a::: Aches

of the human family, relleves
and cures promptly.

Price 25c, and 50c.



