dled him to her bosom, and buried her lovely
face in his fat little neck; ‘“‘you fraud!
Why! you're nothing to hold, after all.
And | thought you was a sort of game a
person had to learn. You bold flirt, vou;
that’s what you are—vou little masher.”
I'he words not any which little
Doo-00 had ever heard before, but the tone
struck his sensitive ear as correct; and so
he squirmed himself upright in his new
friend’s arms, cried out ‘*Doo-00,” and
pointed toward the bow of the ship to i
cate his desire for movement.
Part of the influence which the baby
directed upon his beautiful new friend was
exerted through his mother, a young widow
with hair and eyes like jet, and skin as dark
as an lian’s-—an intense little woman,
who was as quick and vigorous in action as
she was sparing with words. Noting
baby’s admiration for Miss Bucknam, and
ing that she more and more frequently
urse, the little widow
ible to her. It hap-
t, trom treating her with
2 e to prefer her
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first time.

Impress
ind from home for the
e on board at the side of
her mother, | er eves were riveted upon
Harold Badding :sco of a man in
his frame of solid gold. He was still very
attentive to her, and when the ship moved
away from Port Said, and her mother had
gone to her cabin ey sat together in the

|-

stern of the Rajestan, behind the smoking
room and out of sight of everyone of
everyone except the firm of Arthur & Co.,
for those voung partners now hung about
the stern and watched and whispered

They afterward considered
well rewarded tor their pains.

In the afternoon Harold Baddington was
hurrying along the deck to get a rug and a
boolk for th he had fascinated, when he
saw Miss Bucknam standing by the ship’s
rail amidships. She glanced at him in a
way that she had not done, | think, even
once before during the v

themselves

wage s in a peculiar
way; a way vou could not even mention in
a court of law under the rules governing
evidence; and yet, it was a way which
might easily produce the most important
episode in  human life. I'he difference
between it and the ordinary glance of a

voman was as great as that—and vyet it
Vas SO S rence as to be

ind ril ed, she might ha

bare conscious of her own act u

saw its effect upon him, for he stopy
spite of his hurry and lounged up to the
eside her. In five minutes he had told
her something of his great wealth, and she
WS € uraging his mood with close atten-
tion and a certain familiar and free line of
ind by-play of wor

mment s, of which
she proved herself an easy mistress.

I'wo hours later, the little semi-motherless
mai » had sent him for her book and
rug w posted thirty yards further along
the beside the same rail, looking now
into the sea and now at the merr ple,
vith a face so troubled that i ely

1 I’ De I'l" San
carrie radiant and glor
time betore,

Were the ship cinematographed all the
way to Gibraltar, that same scene would be
repeated uninterruptedly to the end. There

be variations, but only of a minor

Often Harold Baddington and Miss
nam sat in their chairs close together
ind only the backs of their heads visible,

1S, only a short

it the far end of the little frequented hurri-
cane deck.  Then the languishing country
maid sat at the near end with her book
closed on her lap, stealing glances in their

direction,  Often, also, the picturesque pair
stood in the stern or at the rail, played at
quoits together, or sat side by side where
the people were thickest on the main deck.
He was forever talking in a low tone ; she
was as constantly laughing, a trifle loudly.
And always, like the Death’s head at a Ro-
man feast, or a grim cartoon by Doré at the
end of a chapter, the country miss lurked
near misery personitied, daily growing
more haggard—a spectacle to walken pity in
a Baryé bronze.
Miss Bucknam still pursued her share of
the sports competitions, took her part in the
ncerts and dances, and in every way kept
up her position as one ot the charter mem-
S, s0 to speak, of the lively, club-like
hing different, however,
might have been noticed in her manner
valid missionary, She invited
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t more unworthily. Her
ver and shorter.
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and don’t let us talk.”

And now
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the ship was nearing Gibraltar.
thead in a shape that is
pictures, and a fleet of

arships nestled beside it.
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