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THE COLUMBIAN, BLOOMSBURG, & s

~ Patriot--Statesman--Martyr

ABRAHAM LINCOL!!

A Brief Recital of the Noble Life of i 2
“Rail Splitter” President; The Un-
natural Struggle of Brethren,--

The Triumph

and the End.

HILE North and South were at
w death grips, while the nation
geemed forever rent asunder,

while graft, Incompetence, ¢ross prure
poses and factional sirife hampered
®e Government's movements the
storm cver centred about one qualint,

pleturesque figure—Abraham Lin-
~eln.

A plgantically tall, bony, ungalne-
iy body; & wrinkled, rugged [ace,

saly redeemed from grotesgque hide-
sismess by its luminous, melancholy
jark eyes: u slow speoch, Interlarded
with keen rustle wit; an awkward
sanner and a personality wherein
wade strength and (nfinite gentle-
sass were curiously mingled, sueh,
ok a glance, was Abraham Lincoln,
mmancipator and martyr.

Born In utter poverty Iin the Ken-
meky hackwoods and working his
way up graduanlly as rail splitter,
arm hand, boatman, store olerk and
mally lawyer, Lincoln wrote later
thout his early chance:

“When I came of age [ didn’t
tmow much. Still, somehow, 1 could
soad, write and eipher; but that was
ol. I have not been to school sines,
Che little advance I now have upon
this store of education | have pleked
# from time to time under the
measure of necessity."”

Countless other men, with the
ame—or botter—start remalned till
ath at shop counter or farm work,
Put the drawbacks which would
wave strangled the ambitions of most

ABRAIIAM LINCOLN.
‘suths only strengthened the young

wekwoodsman's. Plcking up a legal
dueation, he forged his way ahead
otll in 1846 he was sent to Con-
ress, When the slavery question
rose Lincoln enrolled himself heart
nd soul upon the “no extenslon’
de and became known as one of
w anti-slavery movement's stanch-
it supporters. Avolding the radl-
Whysterical methods of the ex-
eme Abolitionists, he was never-
wlese o firm champlon of liberty,
1d sprang quickly to prominence
1 the new Republican party, When
mt party elected him Presldent in
360, the South, knowing his strong
‘eas on the slave question, almost
t oence withdrew from the Unlon.
ineoln replied to the Secesslomists:
“You can have no confliet without
elng yourselves the aggressors!'

Then came the Clvil War. And for
1& next four years Lincoln endured
ve most trying position ever forced
t an Amerlean. He had not even
sorge Washington's consolation of
10wing, In darkest hours, that his
Mow-countrymen loved and be-
sved in him. The South and many
ortherners regarded him as & tyran-
ieal oppressor. The more rabid, ex-
table faction at the North flercaly
mdemned his conservative calm in
ffusing to be swept off his feet in
8 general delirlum and uproad.
ose who mistook hysterics for pa-
lotlsm doubted his ability and even
4 loyalty.
For the mistakes of the War De-
rtment, for the failures of the
alon generals, for the humiliating
feats caused by Incompetent Jacks
v office, Lincoln received the full
ame. Because he worked out his
eat plans with the quiet slowness
cessary for thelr success he was re-
‘ed as Ineflclent and lazy, A large
rt of the English gpeaking world
sered at his awkward, countrified
wmners and mocked his vgly, gen-
*face. His homeliness, his huge,
in figure, the uncouth vulgarlsms
it he had not been able to shake
—these and other defects were the
‘gets for jokes, contempt, denun-
« tlon,
Phrough It all Lineoln pursued his
m, nnawerving course, toward the
il he had set himself—the goal of
‘ree, united American nation, Deaf
abuse and seorn, holding the wild
Heals bnek, urglng the Umid con-
vatlves forward, guiding the Ship
Btate through hurrloanes that
urly threatened to swamp It. the
esldent continued along his chosen
e. He selected the exact “pay-
ologleal moment'” for freeing the
ves; 4 moment when the move
mnt everything to the Union cause.
«gland and France more than once
mned about to take sldes with the
Louth. Lincoln's consummate tact

averted these perlls and kept the
country free from forelgn complica-
tionn,

At Jast lls plang began to work
out, Little by little the nation real-
ized all he had done and was doing

for It Europe too commenced, to
understand that the deapised back-
woodsman was a statesman and pa-
triot to whom the whole world might
waoll do reverence, He had ecarrled
the country through it8 most
terrihle Aund the country,
soméwhat late In the day, adored the
man it had mocked,

The war was over, the Union pre-
gerved, the slaves freed. No praise
was high enough for the man who
had achieved thess miracles. And in
the brief moment of his boundless
popularity Lincoln preserved the
same gentle, strong calm that had
marked hls daye of adversity.

On the nlght of April 14, 1865, a
gala performance was given at a
Washington theatre to celebrate the
triumphal close of the war. As
Presldent Lincoln sat watching the
play (his appearance having been
grested with mad applause), a dis-
reputable actor, John Wilkes Booth,
member of a gang of consplrators
who eought to avenge the defeat of
the BSouth, crept behind him and
shot him through the brain,

Thus died Abraham Linceln, hero-
martyr, struck down at the moment
when unjust hatred and ridicule
against him had changed to admiring
love—struck down when he had
barely tasted the reward of his years
of thankiess labor. He had saved
his country; and he gave hils own
blameless life in payment.

snfely
erials.

HOW LINCOLN WORKED.

In Harper's for December W, H.
Crook, who was Lincoln's bodyguard,
glves a dramatic picture of Lincoln
in war-time, He pictures one of the
levees at the White House and then:

““The levee was supposed to be
over at eleven, but some people re-
malned untll nearly twelve. After

they had all left, Mr. Lincoln wrap-
ped himself in the rough gray shawl
he usually wore out-of-doors, put on
his tall beaver hat, and slipped out
House

of the White through the
b a & e ment.
According to
§l my orders 1

Mfollowed

s him. and
was alone
Bl with  Presi-

fdent Lincoln
for the first
time,

“We cross-
ad the gar-

len, which
Y where
‘he execu-

Live

offices are now, Mr. Lincoln
was bent on his nighty visit to Sec-
relary Stanton at the War Depart-
ment. 1 stole a glance up at him,
at the homely face rising so far
above me. The strength of it Is
not lessened in my memory by what
would seem to me now the Erotesquae
setting of rough shawl and silk hat.

“That night," as I said, I was a
little nervous. The Pregident no-
ticed it, He seemed to know how 1
felt, too. 1 had fallen into line be.
hind him, but he motloned me to
walk by his side. The statesman wha
came to consult him, those who had ff
In their power to influence the policy
of the purty which had chosen him,
never had the consideration from Mr,
Lincoln that he guve the humblest
of those who served him,

“A few strides of the President's
long legs—a few more of mine—
brought us to the old-fashioned turn-
stile that divided the White House
grounds from the enclosure of the
War  Department, Mr. ldnecoln
talked, In his goft low volee, chlefly
about the reception through which
he had just gone,

“*‘I am glad It 15 over,' he sald,

“I ventured to ask If he was tived,

" *Yes, 1t does tire me to shake
hande with s0 many people,' he ans-
werad. ‘Espeolally now when there
is so much other work to do. And
most of the guests come out of mere
curlosity.’

“WIth these words and the half-
sigh which followed we entered the
east door of the War Department,
In those days that was a small, mean,
two-story bullding, just in front of
the Navy Departmoent, We went Im-
mediately to Mr. Stanton's office,
whieh was on the second floor, on
the north front, and overlooked
Pennsylvanin Avenue and the White
House. There, at the door, I walted
for .him until his conference witl
Secretary Stanton was over, Then 1
accompanied him back to the White
House. From the moment My, Lin-
coln spoke to me so kindly 1 felt at
home In my new duties. I never
lost the feellng which came then
that while the President was so
Ereat, he was my friend, The White
Houge never awed me ngaln,”

“Phe akics are calm!" he shon*

LINCOLN# .
‘“The anclont wmtars are stand!

7 d'na 112@} oYl yat!"
b Smns He towered alons, With vl

blear
Gray elders round the sta!
Like all the scare-blind to

went mad,

And Lincoln was the only secr

THT'} night was bloodshot: .
The yenrs

dark woent by, In &t

Red furfows eplit the welkln wide, forin
And pallid households shrank and Came service; and the man
eried great

As dogs at thunder moan and bark. T, eapliin of the soverelgn

He faced a wilder meteor story

On rustle eyes the awful show

~ LINCOLN'S STORY_
‘| OF HIS LIFE

|Here is Lincoln’s Story of His
| Own Life, Supplied by Him to

J. W. Fell. It Was All He
i Thought Worth While to Say.

| - WAR born Pebruary 12, 1509,
| in Hardin County, Keatucky,

My parenta were both born In
Virginla, of undistingulshed
famlilles -— second families,

| perhaps I should say. My mother,
who died In my tenth yvear, was of
a family of the name of Hanks, tome

“With Malice Toward tNone,
Charity To All, Following the Right
As God Gives Us to See the Right.”

Wrote “Judgment" swift on Men saw the plancts sore distressd, ‘nf whom now restde In -\ni.:nn»‘- and

vengeful wing. They saw the tival troples hurled |'others In Macon County, Illinols, My

They saw the heavens tosg and To combat thro' the stellar world, | paternal grandfather, .\h‘rnhr.!m s

'aming But he was taller than the rest coln, emigrated from Roockingham

tars 101 fio County, Virginla, to Kentucky about

SRS ; VRO . e He scanned the purple height su- | 1781 or 1783, where, a year or two

PR preme later, he was killed by the Indians,

3 , tle r etenlth, when

v ; sndless lghts aglow, (N0t in battle, but by etealth,

One gn:er facad the frightening l\fnllih L.qll :mq:rdéammx ‘trife be. | he was laboring to open a farm In

ST SN = the forest His ance=tors who were

Like Ajax In his yonthful might; low Q'u‘mknrﬁ? wetit to Vierwinla Proms

He looked beyond the cothercal Was Ilii.'.1--|-, threat and ruin's Berks County, Pennsvlvanin, An ef-

fight, dream. fort to identify them with the New

And saw Arcturus shining there England family of the same name

He lved to shame the false dos- 4 ; - ;

ended in nothing more definite than

Untaught, but wige, he scorned the Pair_.. ‘ “ > sgce: | ® Eimilarity of Christian names in

fret The civie firmament was pe i | both tamillos, such as Enoch, Levl,

That random drove the qualling Its banner spread to every broeze, Mordecal, Solomon Abrahiam and
crowd. And not a star was missing there. [ the Ike.

—— - | My father at the death of his

% 3 X " ta n | father, was but six years of age, and

he grew up lterally without educa-
tion, He removed from Kentucky to
what s now Spencer County, Indi-
ana, in my elghth year. We reach-
ed our new home about the time
| the State came Into the Unlfon, Tt
iwas a wild reglon, with many bears
and other wild animals still In the

1 e 1114 - e 1) o ] e 11 n 11—

‘”Il |

woods, There | grew up. There
were some schools, so called, but
no qualification was evar required
pf a teacher beyond ‘readin’, writin®
and cipherin’® to the rule of three,
If a straggler supposed to under-
stand Latin happened to sojourn in
the neighborhood he was looked
upon as & wizard., There was abso-
lutely nothing to excite ambition for
education. Of course, when | came
of age 1 did not know much. Still,
somehow, I could read, write aund
cipher to the rule of three but that
was all. I have mot been to school
since. The little advance I now
have upon this store of education I
have picked up from tlme to time
under the pressure of necessity.

I was ralsed to farm work, which
1 continued until I was twenty-two.
At twenty-one I came to Illinois—
Macon County. Then 1 got to New
Salem, at that time In Sangamon,
now In Menard County, where 1 re-
mained a year as a sort of clerk In
a store. Then came the Black Hawk
war, and I was elected a captaln of
volunteers, & success which gave me
more pleasure than any I have had
since. I went through the campalgn,
was elated, ran for the Legislature
the same year (1832), and was beat-
en—the only time I ever have been
beaten by the people. The next and
three succeeding biennial elections I
was elected to the lLeglslature. I
was not & candldate aftorward., Dur-
ing this leglslative period 1 had
|ﬁludled law and removed to Spring-
field to practice it. In 1846 I was
once elected to the lower house of
Congress. Was not a candidate for
re-eiection. From 1849 to 1854,
both Ineclusive, 1 practiced law more
assiduously than ever before, Al-
ways a Whig In polities, and gen-
erally on the Whig electorial tickets,
making actlve canvasses, | was los-
Ing Interest in polities when the re-
peal of the Missourl compromise
aroused me agaln, What I have

o —

A laboring man with horny hands,

Who swung the axe, who tilled his
lands

Who shrank from nothing new,
Buat did as poor men do,

Ome of the people. Born to be
Thelr curious epitome,
To share, yet rise above,

Thelr shifting hate and love,

Oommon his mind, it seemed so themn,

His thoughts the thoughts of other
men,

Plailn were his words, and POOr—

But mow they will endure,

No hasty fool of stubborn will,
But prudent, cautlous, still—
Who, since his work was good,
Wonld do it us he could.

No hero, this, of Roman mold—
Nor ke our stately sires of old.
Perhaps he was not grogte—
But he preserved the state.

0, wonder of the nge,
Cu$ off by tragic rage,

. ~By R. H. Stoddard,

0, honest face, which all men know,
0, tender heart, but known to fow—

done since then is pretty well known.

If any personal description of me
Is thought desirable It may be sald
1 am, in helght, six feet four inches,
nearly; lean in flesh, weighling on an
avernge one hundred and elghty
pounds; dark complexion with coarse
black hair and gray eyes. No other
marks or brands recollected.
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' {3 THE LINCOLN FARM CELEBRATION

The following s the ingcrip.
tion on the memorial tablet to
be unvelled at the Lincoln

Farm Celebration on February
12, 1809
Here, on the twelfth day of

February, elghteen hundred
und nine, lpm the cabin home
of Thomas and Nuncy Hanks
Lincoln was horn the sixteenth
President of the United States,
Abrabham Lincoly — ploneer,

orator, jurist, stetesman, [rir-
doner, reconciley, emancipator,
lover and protector of all life
—heloved of
HUMANITY.

Through the bitterness of war
he freed the slave and pre- a
served the Union. Through a (g.

martyr's death he healed the
wounds of the sword and ce-
mented in love the reunited
people who dedicate this farm
to  history, patriotism
peace,

and

0000000920000000000000X)

ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S MOTHER.

Hhe Nved til he was 10,

shie taught him to spell and read,

She Instructed him [n
ways,

Bhe was n most excellent Chris-
tian woman.

She read to him every day from
the Bible, ;

Little Abe learned to réad that he
might do this,

various

THE LINCOLN
FARM
CELEBRATION

One Hundredth Anniversary of
of the Birth of Abraham Linc.
o!n to be Observed on Feb. 12

nation wlll observe on Feb,
oue hundredth annlversary of
Abraham Lincoln, the
mun ralged up by Divine Providencs
to presorve the unity of the Americay
leave no slave undye

Tle
12 the
the birth of

Recognizing the patriotie sigotf.
ance of thlz centennial, n group of
Americon citizens twao yeiars 4go on
vanlzed and Incorporated under the

of the State of New York the
I oln Farm whie
propored to make of Lincoln's hum
Lle birthplace o pational shrine, and
hundredth anniversary
o dedlcats it to the
American p the ablding sym
bol of the opportunity with whick
democracy endows its men.

Asgsociation,

on the one
of his birth

ople ns

I'hrough the generosity of one of
Lhe Assoclation, almost
noeguired the fuli
title to the Lincoln birthplace farm
and the rude little cabin in which
he was born.  ‘Thus equipped, the

ssoclntion began Its  preparations
for an appropriate national celebra-
tion on the twelfth day of February,
19048,

Fhat some sort of an enduring
wemorial should be placed on this
Listorfe ground aull were agreed.

In the two years' history of the
Lincoln Farm Assoclation the pro-
gramme for the centennlal has takea
very ful and concrete form, It was
decided by the Assoclation's Execu-
tive Committee 1o build on the birth-
place farm, whica Is In the geograph-
¢ centre of the State of Kentucky, a
memerial museum, which s to cost
about two hundred and fifty thou-
saad dollars, and which will tell the
sty of the early yeomanry life out
of which Lincoln came. This museum
will house, as Ity central object of
interest, the weather-worn lMttle log
c@oln in which Abraham Lincoln was
born, The farm, o rough little patch
of one hundred and ten acres, bisect-
ed by the old Loulsville and Nash-
ville Pike, will be kept 4 farm, grow-
Ing corn and squash, bluegrass and
Erain, as it has always done since the
day that Thomas Lincoln took his
httle family to venture into the
Wilderuess beyond the broad Ohle
On these broken and uneven acres
Lincoln’s countrymen will lay their
tribute a broad green plaza, with the
Memorial Hall ot one end and a sim-
ple shaft ut the other, to mark the
ground on which stood the first home
of him “whose memory Is the strong-
5L, tenderest Ue that binds all hearts
togetlier now, and holds all States be-
negth the Nation's flag.”

Yoe bullding will be constructod
of Tennessee marble and fireproof
waterial throughout, Iv will contale
4 central court, over which will be
bullt a movable roof, and In which
the birthplace cabin will be restored.

Around this will be the museum
halls, the maln room being convertl-
ble into an auditorium for the use
of any patriotic gatherings that may
choose to use It In this way. Once
every year at least, on* the twelfth
day of each February, the nation will
bold in this hall the central Lincoln's
birthday celebration. Lying, as this
birthplace does, almost at the cen-
tre of our population, it will be the
most gccessible national shrine, and
in many ways it will be the most sig-
niflcant, If not the most inspiring. It
will become the Nation's Commons,
the meeting-place of North and
South, of East and West, a great na-
tonal school of peace and unity,
where all sectional animosity will
forever be buried. President Roose-
velt has called ft A Natlonal Tem-
ple of Patriotlic Righteousness.”

One hundred years have passed
since this rough little patch of Ken-
tucky ground lafd claim to the affec-
tions of coming generations., In these
Yoars the American people have
grown to love the man of tender
strength who was cradled on that
s0il. On the twelftn day of February,
1909, the Lincoln Farm Assoclation
will open and dedicate to the Ameri-
cin  people this birthplace farm.
President Roogsevelt a year ago ac
cepted the Invitation from the Asso-
clation's Doard of Directors to deliv-
¢r the dedicatory address.

t4 directors,

et s Inception,




