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WRITING THE SERMON,
‘widay In the Minister's Day For
Ferforming This Task.
Probably few of the good prople who
sten with rapt attention to the ser-
son which Is preached to them each
‘landay, says the Denver Post, know
ihat for nearly 300 years Friday has
@en the time honored day for the pas-
or to go Into his study, write the ser-
on which Is to furnish ‘“‘food for
nought” to the congregation on the
ollowing Sunday, In speaking of this

astom a clergyman says:

“When Christianity was first promul-
ated, nll preaching was done extem-
ommneously. Buech a thing as prepar-
ag o sermon wins unknown.  Many
ifted men cxpressed thelr views on
arlous subjects, then added a few
vorda of good ndvige to their listeners.
“his practice is still continued In the
toman Catholle church of the present
iy, and 1 think that a very limited
mgnber of the priests ever write a ser.
aon. Not all ministers, however, ad-
wre to this rule by nny menns, When
fenry Ward Beecher was asked on
rhat day he prepared his sermon, he
splied, ‘On  Sunday morning, of
ourse.’

= 'Well, Mr. Beecher, don't you think
bat I& a ratheor dilatory hablt for yon
o get info? asked another.

®"0h, no, not at all' replied Mr.
Seecher In his quick way., ‘You see, 1

sok at n sermon Hke some do on a pan- |

ake. They cnn be served hot or cold,
nd 1 like mine hot; that's nll" ™

His Friend Geoffrey.
The following story, told by the
Vashington Post, leads us to wonder
rhich to condemn first, the boaster ar
én eritics. It concerus a certaln man
sho has a large colloction of auto-

raphs, ’
Indeed, the envy and sometimes the
Lepticism of his friends have been ex-
ited by the number of successful an-
faors who have set down famliliar and
ttering inscriptions in his books.
jome carpers have even gone so far
@ to hint darkly at a similarity of
andwriting thronghout the collection.
He recently purchased a rare edition
& Chaucer, nidd one evening when a
arty was gathered at the house the
reclous book was passed from hand
» hand, The owner lost sight of it
wt the next morning he found it lying
o his lbrary table,

On the fiy leaf was Insceribed;

*To Jack -—, from his old friend and
whoolmate, Geof, Chaucer.”

Wit of Horne Toolke,

It ia sald that Horne Tooke, who ex-
selled in that duelllke controversy ex-
dbited by two disputants when pitted
gainst each other with only the
readth of a mahogany board between
sem, was exceedingly quick and sharp
& retort. When he made his most
eadly thrusts, it was with a smiling
ountenance and without seeming of-
‘ort or cmotion. Replying to & man
rho econtended that only landowners
should be allowed to vote at elections,
w sald, “Pray tell me how muny acres
oes It tnke to make a wiseacre?”’
When asked by George 111. whether he
wer played eards, he replied, “I ean-
wot, your majesty, tell a king from a
mmave.” What can be more uniquely
omie than his saying to his brother:
“You and I, my dear brother, have {n-
erted the laws of nature. You have
lgen In the world by your gravity, and
have fallen by my levity #'—8aturday
ivening Post.

The World's Largest Crab,
How would you like to have a crab
ke this squeezing your toe when you
o bathing? The gigantic Japanese
rab, mensuring twelve feet, is proba-
Wy the largest erustacean in the world.
"he speciuen 1s a type of the spider

rab, which inhabits the waters of the |

roup of Islands forming the empire
£ Japan. The body portion is the size
f o half bushel measure, while its
wo grent arms or “feelers’” could eas-
'y encirele the figure of a man., Its
dght arms qr legs resemble huge
wmboo poles and are extremely elas-
‘e, and If strupg Into one line they
vould reach to the top of a four story
partment building, One of the ex-
saordinary pecullaritles of this crab
i the fuculty of assuming a disguise
y affixing pleces of seaweed and
ponges to the body.

Norway Hotel System,
There I8 a eapital hotel system in
‘ogue in eortain parts of Norway., In
‘Mages where no hotel exists one of
he more prominent inhablitants ls sub-
idized by the Norweglin government
md in return Is bound to provide ae-
ommodiution for pot less than four
svelers,

hooses, hut four Is the minimuom, The

eccommadution und food supplicd are |

xeoellent, and the charges are very
aoderate,

The Drap Curtain,

A youngster hind been to the theater,
nd upon Wis return bis uncle asked
im how Lo liked the ploy,

YO0 he replled, “the play was all
sght, but 1 didn't see nearly all of it,"
“Why, how did that happen® asked
s uncle,

“Because,” answered the voungster,
the roller must hiave heen broke, for
he window blind rell down twe or
hree times!"—Chums.

A Palr Exchange,

Editor—&ea here, Mr. Dolan, Yon
Jelivered me a load of hay for the six
years' subseription you owed for my
saper,

Mr, Dolpn—Of did,

Editor— Well, my
- that hoy, b gogh!

Mr. Dolun—Well, my goat won't eat
your paper, e gobs!-—uck,

horse won't eat

The wvernge wan s always anxlous
0 meet the fool killer for the purpose
uf sending him next door.—Chicago
News.

e may take In four If he |

THE WuuuuuuKk,

Where Does It Hide During the Molt-
ing Semsont
It s during the montha of August
and September that the mystery of
the wooldecock’s life bogins, 'This I8
the molting wsenkon, when the bied
changes fte plumage before beginning
ita Journey southward. At this time it
lenves the swamps, Where does It
go? That I8 a question which has nev-
er yet recelved a satisfactory answer,
although each sportsman and natural-
st has hid own oplnlon, and many fine
spun theorles have been advanced.
Some say that the birds move toward
the north, some that they seck the
monntain tops, coming Into the swamps
to feed only after nightfall; some that
they seek the cornflields, and there
have been many other such theoriea,
Probably the truth lles In & mean of
all these statements. 1 think It prob-
able that the birde know the loss of
thelr fenthers ronders them to a cer-
tain extent helpless and more exposed
‘ to the attancks of thelr natural enemles,
| nnd they therefore leave the more open
swamps and hide In the densest and
most tangled thickets, It is certain
[ that they scatter, for at this season
gingle birds are found in the most un-
cusunl and unexpected places,
|  Years ago when shooting In Duteh-
| ess county, N. Y, 1 knew one or two
| swamps, which we ealled molting
| gwamps, where In August we wers
gure to find a limited number of birds.

| These swamps were overgrown with |

| rank margh grass and were full of
patches of wild rose and sweetbrier.
If we killed the birds which we found
| there, we were sure In a weck or ten
| days to find their pinces filled by about
the sume number.—Outing,

MILITARY DISPLAY.

An Amusing Bit of Routine In a New
York Hotel,

There Is no better place to mark the
| {nerensing love of milltary display and
| maneuvers than the lobby of a large
{ hotel.  The colored help In partlcular

are great soldlers. In one of the Broad-
| way hotels uptown the colored hall-
' men are changed at noon. Things were
| quiet in the lobby at that hotel today,
for the clerks and bookkeepers were
| deep in their books, and the loungers
' were all sliting peacefully on the so-
fas when the steady tramp, tramp of
what sounded like a regiment of infan-
try broke the stillness,

The regiment’ conslsted of six col-
ored hallmen in blue and brass, with
un especlally resplendent mulitto In a
more gorgeous uniform walking at the

| head of the procession, says the Now
| York correspondent of the Plttsburg
Gazette, He lined his s%*nen in front
of & bench before the desk, looked
| them over sharply to see that they
| were “eyes front” and hissed “Atten-
| tion!” Then as he clapped hig handa
once the six men hinged their legs si-
multaneously and drooped Into thelr
seats ke a row of wooden soldiers,

The mulatto wiped his brow with a
highly perfumed handkerchlef, glanced
at the head clerk for approval and as
the first man responded with a jerk to
the ery of “Front!” went to the maln
doorway to look at the sunlight of
| Broadway with the air of a successful
| major genernl. The whole perform-

ance was excruclatingly funny, but I
am sure that mulatto would have com-
| mitted assault and battery on any one
who dared to laugh,

The Wax Insect.

Trees afford the birthplace and cra-
dle of the wax insect, sclentifically
called Cossus pela, In the early spring
| the bark of the boughs and twigs be-
comes covered with brown pea shaped
scales, which can be easlly detached
and which, when opened, reveal the
| lowery looking mass of minute ani-
| mals, whose movements can just be
| detected by the naked eye. In May
and June, however, the scales are
found to eontaln a swarm of brown
| creatures with six legs und two an-
tennm each. Some of the scales nlso
contaln the white bag or cocoon of a
smull black beetle, which, if left nndis-
turbed, burrows into and consumes
the scales, The Chipese say that this
beetle eats the little wax Insects, and It
appears certalnly the case that where
the parasite |8 most abundant the
scales fetch a lower price In the mar-
ket.—Chambers' Journal.

All In the Family.

They were discussing the [factors
which make for success ln the world,
when the knowing young man said:

“There's nothing like force of char-
,lncler. old man. Now, there's Jones,

Sure to make his way in the world,
1las a will of his own, you know."

“Hut Brown has something better In
his favor."

“What's that?"

“A will of his uncle."—Stray Storles.

Legnl Polntes,

“So he got out an Injunction against |

your company,” we say pityiongly.
“Why dido’t you forestall him by get-
ting an iujunction to prevent the issu-
| Auce of his lnjunetion ¥
| “1 eouldn't.  You see, he was slick
encugh to get out an Injunction agalnst
my getting out an injunction sgninst
‘laiu fnjunetion!”—Balthmore Herald.
l Small In & Double Senxe,
| “Afterall," remaried Smithers, yawn-
[ fng “it Is n small world."
| “It has to be' soapped Smuothers,
“to mateh some of the people In it"—
Cloclnnatl Commercial Tribune,

Acvonnted For,
Dime Muscumn Manager — What s
that pecullar smell?
The Living Skeleton —The rubber
| skin bhurned his fingér lghting a clgn-
| rette—~Judge.

| We onght to avold the friendship of
the bud and the enwity of the good—
Epictetus,

WOMEN OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Kowhere Are the Conditions of the
Sex So Darbaric as In That
Stald Ola State,

According to Mra. Stanton Bloteh,
president  of the Hgual Suffrage
Tengue of New York, the lale cam-
palgn for political rights for women
in New Hampshire revealed almost
barbarie conditions sgurrounding the
women of that region, says a New

| York exchange,

“Nowhere are the condition: of
women so barbarie as in this staid
old New England state,” she suid.
“This I8 due to the introduction of
the foctory system. The New Hamp-
shire woman has no more incentive
to individusl development than the
' women of barbarous tribes, whose in-
terests never go beyond the cooking

, of food and tilling of the soil,
| “Farm work is largely in the hands
of the women of this state. Although
they are physically weak as a rule,
statistics of our recent war showed
that our largest soldiers came from
New Hampshire, but the native womn-
en are abnormally small as a result
of their hard lives.

“The New Hampshire woman lives,
in most cases. on & rocky, unproduc-
tive farm and her employments in
her primitive home are as ephemeral
as those of any savage. 8he bakes
pies and doughnuts, washes her
clothes and cleans house. The old in-
dusiries of apinning and weaving and
preserving  and  sonpmaking Thave
pagsed out of her hands, So long s
she had these things to do she had
an outlet for her energies. She had
an incentive fo organize and systemn-
tize her houschold work."

A PLUNGE IN ICY WATER.

One Who Has Had the Experience
Says It In Not an Unpleasant
as Many Sunppose.

It is the common impression that
one suffers keenly from cold if sud-
denly immersed in a lake or stream
covered with thin iee. Such, say: a
Philadelphia exchange, does not ap-
pear to be the case of the expericnce
of a Philadelphian who got such o wet-
ting the other day when skating. He
snid: *I was skating on lee that Kept
erncking, and then—smash!—all of a
sudden 1 was overboard. | wasin the
water, holding on to the jngged edges
of the ice. My first thought wasa fecl-
ing of surprise at the water's warmth.
I had gone elean under, head and all,
and now I was immersed save for my
head, arms and ghoulders; yet I wasn't
cold; the water actually felt a little
warmer than the air. 1 guess that 1
was in for six or seven minutes. A
plank had to be brought before Leould
get out. During those minutes the
only part of me that suffered was my
poor wet hands that clutehed the jce.
After & mioute or two they began to
ache with the cold. My body in the
water gave me no discomfort and per-
haps if 1 had kept my wet hands in the
watet they wouldn't have troubled me
eitber. But I conldn’t do that or 1'd
have been carried under the ice

SAVED BY STRATEGY.

Ploneer Drummer Had a Way of Dis=
posing of n Weatern
“Hhad Man."
)

“I traveled through the west in
pioneer days, said a Philadelphia
drummer, according to an exchange,
“and though things were pretty
rough 1 never had but one close eall.
1 had an argument with a Dakota
cowboy and he set out to wipe me
off the earth.”

“But you shot first?" aueried a lis-
1ener.

“No, I was not armed. 1 simply re-
sorted to strategy. He looked like a
man who'd oblige, and just as his
finger was pressing the trigger 1 told
him that I much preferred to be
killed with a knife, When he got his
knife out 1 changed to a c¢lub and
from n club to a stone in a stocking,
and 1 finally got him all mixed up
and bought his whole outfit for eight
dollars and sent him off to get dronk.
There is really no need of heing
killed if you keep your wits about
you."

AMERICAN ABSINTHE,

“The Green Terror of Franees” Pro=
dueed ln Cousidernble Quan-
titlen In Wiscousin,

“Absinthe, ‘the green terror of

France,'” said a botanist of the ag-
ricultural department, reports the
Washington Evening Star, “is now

being produced in considerable quan-
tities In this country and s being
used to an alarming extent. In some
sections of Wisconsin wormwood s
being cultivated, and It is from this
plant that vil is distilled for muaking
ubsinthe. There are several worms
wool farms in that state.

| “The Wisconsin growers of worme-
wood and distillers of the oil at first
shipped uvearly all their output to
Europe, but now they find o good
market for it in this country, and at
almost fabulons prices, OF course the
drug houses of America furnish a
ready home market. The oil is ¢m-
" ployed in many ways, but its chief
uses are in the making of absinthe
and liniments."

Our Internationnl Commeroe,

In view of the estublishmeny of the
department of commerce and labor,
It muy be interesting tonote thot the
internal  commercee of the Unied
States last year has been estimaed
by the guvernment stotisticnn nt $0,.-
000,000,000, Fifty years ago it was oy
&0.000,000,000, The manufactures of he
Ubijted States are nearly double thse
of Great Britain aud  Irveland, ind

 abont equal fo thoge of France, Ger-

lmuuy und Russiy combined,

CITIES IN NAME ONLY.

Asplivring Munielpalities That Are So
fmall as to He Simply
Hidicnlons,

The recently completed census of
the United States reveals some singu-
lar facts relative to the towns and
citles that compose the nation at
large. There are quite a number of
su-culled “cities” which are so ridicu-
lously small in population as to make
it o matter of wonder and amazement
that they are really cities, says the
Waslington Star. The population of a
few such cities may be given as illus-
trations. The city of Johinsou, Kan,,
has a population of only 15, and the
population of the city of Coronudo, in
the same state, is even less, being only
ten,

There are several eities In Kansas
which have very diminutive
tions, ag follows: Bird, 88; Brainerd,
70; Ford, 82; Freceport, 83; Horuce, 90;
Nugoton, 54; Richfield, 61; Tribune,
02; Ulysses, 40, The vity 'of Slloam
Springs, Mo, has a population of 98
The city of Brigantine, N. J., has &
population of 8u, but, small as is the
population of that ¢y, it is nearly
five tmes as large s that of the city
of Lavallette, In the sume state, which
has & population of only 21, The city
which exceeds all the others in the di-
minutiveness of its population is the
eity of Rainy Luke, Minn,, which has
a populution of only 7.

WHY HUMANS ARE NOT ALIKE.

The Possibilitica of Diversmity In
Every Reapect Are Heyond
ALl Limlts,

Everybody is different from every-
body else, and in all the world two
persons could not be found who are
exactly alike in every particular.
Often one man is seen who resem-
bles gsome other mun, but he s dis-
tinguishable pevertheless. Oftitimes
twine are so nearly duplicates that
people get them mixed, but yet all
thelr features are not identical, suys
the Chicago Inter Ocean,

A Chicago man, L. A. Vaught, has
been figuring to detéermine how many
different people there could be in the
world, and yet have no two of them
alike. The result he has arrvived at
is startlingly large, and if the world
were to be the abiding place of so
great o population there would searce-
Iy be standing roowm,

The possibilities of human diversity
is something extraordinary. There
are said to be 42 individual faculties of
genetie instinets composing the hu-
man mind, These 42 faculties may
combine in  2,810,012,235,505,760,707,-
086,285,212,480,023,129,540,768,000,000,000
different ways, This will account, says
Mr. Vaught, for the diversity of the
human family in the past, at present,
and for millions of years in the future.

NEW STORY OF MARK TWAIN.

How the Famons Hamorist Had the
Merry Cachlinmation Tarned
Upon Himaelf.

The following staryaboutthe anthor
of “A Double-Barreled Detective
Story” i told by the London Publish-
ers' Circular. One day, while Muark
Twain was connected with a publish-
ing house, he went into a book store
in New York, and, picking up a volume,
usked the price, He then suggested
thot as o publisher he was entitled to
50 per cent. discount. To this the clerk
assented. “As ap suthor,” proceeded
Mark, “It would appear 4hat 1 am
sgain entitled to 50 per cent. dis-
count.,” Again the clerk bowed. “And
as # personal friend of the proprie-
tor.,” the humorist modestly contin-
ued, "1 presume you will allow me the
usunl 25 per cent, discount," Once

popula-,

more the salesman managed to pro-

duce an impressive bow. “Wel,"
drawled the unblushing spealker, “un-
der these conditions 1 think 1 may as
well take the book, What's the price?”
The elerk calmly took up his pencil
and began te figure industriously.
Then he announced the result with the
greatest obsequiousness. “As nearas
1 can caleulate,” =aid he, “we owe yon
1he book and about 3534 cents. Call
again.”

Sawdust in Cerenl Food.

Referring to breakfast foods, Lit-
erury Digest quotes from Cosmos,
Paris: *“Very flne sawdust is some-
times mixed with cereal foods, and has
ut least one advantage—it is not poi=
gon, It even constitutes a sufficient
food for the larvae of certain insects,
but it is quite insufficient for the nour-
ishment of man. It was shown in
1508 that certain suspeoted cerenls con-
tained no less than 40 per cent, of wouod
sawdust,”

Drogrged the Elephants,

A correspondent of the Cornhill
Magazine (London), at the durbor in
Indin, devotes considerable gpace Lo
geseribing the wonderful docility of
the elephants, some of which were “s0
gorgeons that they would have agton-
ished Solomon. Most orderly and
nhove reproasch were the elephants
Then he bluntly makes this revelation:
“But then they weore drugged.”

Mnles People Taller.

A physiclan of Parls has o method
to make one grow tell. This is to ap-
ply statie and faradie electricity (o
the knee joints daily, in connéetion
with 'massage night and morning. He
binds the joints in compresses sntirats
ed with salt witer cach evening und
puts his patient npon w diet of coreals
to promote the growth of cartiloge.

Jubilee of Freo Libraries,

Munchester, Englund, Is about to el
ehrate the jubilee of ite free Hbraries,
It is eolenlated that during the &0
years S2000,000 reference books huve
been read ur consulied,

MOTORMAN'S EXPERTNESS.

I Glven Fale Notlee o WIiIL Not
Carry o Passenger Meyond
the Crossing.

“Paaple who complain that the enr
fsn't stopped just right for them at
the crogsing,” eaid n motormann, ac:
cording to the New York Sun, “may
really have themselves to blame for
ft. They don't give the conductor
notice and xo the conductor ean't tell
the motorman time enough ahead,
When he eidn the conduetor gives the
motorman ample notlee of the gireet
at which he is wanted to stop; he
may pull the strap for the pext bloek
almost before the ear bhas got Tairly
well started from the lust. but the
motorman likes ample notice,

“Ihe rails may he slippery and it
may on some days require  more
apace to bring o ear up in that it
would on otheng. But the wotor-
man can #top the ear anywhere un-
der any conditions with the réar step
square across the erossing if  you
give him o chanee,

“And of eourse he would rather
make a good stop like that than to
make a poor one; this on his nwn Bo=
count ng well ng on the pas engers,

“The doys when he runs by seem
alwaye to be the worst duys for the
passengers, daye that ave doamp and
gloppy: but these days may be nlsn
the worst for the motorman,  the
hardest days, with slippery rails, on
which 1o run a ear with exaetness.

“Sn as a genernl  proposition T
should say it wounld he wise for the
passenger who wants to get off ot
the next block and who doesn't want
to be earried beyond the erossing, not
te walt too long, but to tell the con-
ductor early, nnd he will tell the
motorman and the motorman will do
the rest, or come mighty close to it.”

STONES THAT ARE ALIVE.

One Species That Shows Posltive Evile
dence of Belng Possessed
of Animation.

It is generally known that stones
possess o species of life in at least
that they prow from small begin-
nings frequently to enormous size.
There is one stone in particular,
however, that seems endowed with &
greater degree of life than  others.
It is called “the living stone” and is
found In the Falkland islands: Those
islandg are among the most cheerless
spots in the world, being constantly
Mibjected to a strong polur wind,
says Nature.

In such a climate it is impossible
for trees to grow erect, as they do in
other countrles, but nature has made
amends by furnishing a supply of
wood in the most curlous shape lm-
aginable. The visltor to the Falk-
lands sees scattered here and there
gingular shaped blocks of what ap-
pears to be weatherbeaten and moss
covered bowlders in various sizes,

Attempt to turn one of these “bowl-
ders” over and you will meet with
a surprise, because the stone is
actunlly anchored by roots of great
strength; in fact, you will find that
you are fooling with one of the na-
tive trees,

No other country In the world has
such o peculinr “forest” growth, and
it is said to be next to impossible to
work the odd-shaped blocks into fuel,
becanse the wood is perfectly devoid
of “grain” and appears to be =
twisted mass of woody fibers,

ODD MESSENGER OF LOVE.

Manitoba Widow Writes on an Egg
and Gets n Hushand from
Liverpool,

Among the weekly consignments of
eges lutely received by a Liverpool,
England, warchouseman was an egg
bearing this message: “Packed by
Mrs. Mende, a lovely widow, age 30,
on Meade's farm, Belleview, Mani-
toba,”  The warchouseman was a
widower, his nge was 42 and he wans
decidedly lonely, belng without kith
or kin, He decided to try his luck
with the lonely widow, He wrote to
her, told her the story of the mes-
sage hoving reached him, gent her his

| photograph, described his own lone-

liness in u big city and hinted that
they might neitheg of them continne
pining for compunionship, reports a
London paper, if they once met, and
giving references to several respons
gible persons who konew his characs
ter. In less than three weeks he re-
ceived a enble. It merely  suaid;
“Come out.” He went out. The lone-
ly ones met—and they are lonely no
longer,

Minslonery Work In Chinn,

Rev. Dr. Ryan, for 17 years o Buptist
missionnry in Chiva, who has just ar-
rived in San Frameisco, reports that no
gerious trouble from insurpection is
to be feared in that pari of the capire,
The missionuries, however, have most
to fear from disturbancees in northern
Chinn, where the hatred for foreigners
is intense; soys the Chicago Chronicle.
In southern Ching there i€ nplmosty a
friendly fecling for foreigners, and a
disposition 1o accept some modern

| ddens from them,

Town Like London,

The chicf desire of the muunicipality
of Daro, in CHILL is 1o hnve their town
known as o second London, and within
the lnet decade much money has bean
spent to maeke it an exuct replica
af the British enpitul, The streots
hove been lnid down and named after
those in London,

All in Amerien,

This eountry invenied the parlor,
plecping and diting cors, the pressed-
steel freight coar, many of the best
fentures of the modern locomative, the
alr brake, the sutomutic coupler and
o host of velated devices, and it ruus
tbe fustest long-distance trulu,

No Usa to Wink-

Government 1o Interfera With Cortawn Drinks
at Soda Fountains.

The sale of claret sodas and other
semi alcoholic drinks at soda water
fountains promises to be seriously cur-
tailed this summer, says the Brooklyn
Fagle. Uncle Sam has been advised
that there has been a tremendous in-
crease in the sale of soda water drinks,
so called, which contain a dash or two
of distilled spirits or wines of different
kinds. The government has decided
that if this business is to go on the
drug store proprietors must take out
regular liquor licenses, like the salcons
on the corner.

An order has been prepared for dis-
tsibution among the collectors of in«
ternal revenue, warning them that drug
stores, candy stores and other establsh.
lishments that sell soda water in which
aleoholic liquids have been introduced,
must pay the regular government re-
tatl iquor dealer’s license,  Several
years ago the department made a rul.
ing that “where an alcoholic flavoring
syrup is used for sprinkiing into a glass
of soda water a quantity so small as
to merely give a flavor to the water,
the special tax of a liguor dealer is not
required to be paid for the sale of such
beverages.” So great has been the
trade established under this exemp-
tion, however, that it is now found
necessary to revoke this ruling,

The treasury department, under
strict orders from Secretary Shaw, who
is determiued to break up the busi-
ness of druggists who sell soda water
drinks mixed with whiskey, wines and
other spirits. The tax is $25 a year,
and if this is collected by the govern-
ment it is likely that the local author-
ities will also require a regular liquor
selling license to be taken out.  Cer-
tain syrups require a small percentage
of alcohol in tiem to prevent fermen-
tation. The tax is not tended to
apply to cases of this sort, but only
where the alcoholic mixture is added

| after the beverage or syrup has been
received {rom the manufacturer of
‘ the same.

|

| Interchangeable 1000-Mile Refond

| Tioketa.

‘ Commencing June 1, 1903, inler.
changeable 1000-Mile Refund Tickets
will be placed on sale, limited to one
year from date of issue, good only for
transportation of the owner, with usual
free allowance of 150 pounds baggage
over any of the following lines:—

Balumore and Ohio Railroad. (Be-
tween all points east of Ohio River
and between Pittsburg and Kane.
Also to and from points on Philadel-
phia and Reading Railway and Central
Railroad of New Jersey between Phila-
delphia and New York.)

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroal.
(East of and including Huntingdon.)

Delaware, Leckawanna and West-
ern Railroad.

Erie Railroad.
ding Jamestown
Bridge.)

Lehigh Valley Railroad.

Pennsylvania Railroad.

These tickets will be sold at rate of

$30.00 each, subject to refund ot $10
on surrender of cover to Trunk Lines
Mileage Ticket Bureau, No. 143
Liberty Street, New York, at any
time within eighteen months from
date of purchase.
_ This form of ticket will be issued
in deference to requests of numerous
patrons of the lines in interest desiring
one ticket good over several lines in-
stead of having to provide themselves
as 4t present with a separate ticket
for each line they desire to use.

Agents at principal stations of the
railroads named above will have these
tickets on sale and give all turther

information regarding them that may
be required.

(East of and inclu-
and Suspension

e ———— -

Eel Basket Law,

The bill making it lawful'to catch
eels with baskets having wing walls,
was signed by the governor last week.
The provisions of the bill are that it
will hereafter be lawful to catch eels
in such baskets provided that every
| basket has slats not less than one snch
apart with a movable bottom, which
shall be taken out at sunrise and be
kept out until sunset. The bill limits
the time to use the baskets from the
25th day of August to December yst,
The nght to cateh eels in this manner
15 to be secured by taking out oi a
license from the county treasursr at a
fee of $5 and another fee of $1, the
latter to go to the treasurer for his
trouble. The $3 license goes to the
state fish commission for the enforce.
ment of the fish laws,

.-

The following letters are held at
the Bloomsburg, Pa., postofiice, and
will be sent to the dead letter office
May 19, 1903. Persons calling for
these letiers will please say ** that they
were advertised May 7, 1903";

Mrs, Charlie Bernard, Mr, David
M. Geiger, Mrs, A, M. Bogart, Miss
Edith Jenkins, J. E. Reeves,

One cent will be charged on each
letter advertised.

J. C. Brown, P. M.
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