HONEST, ABLE
CANDIDATES

Light on Carcers of Which Penn.
sylvania Democrats
Are Proud.

WRTHY OF IDEPENDENT YOTES |

Gommendation Which Shows the Hope of
Aoti-Quay Republicans For the Suc-
cess of the Champions of Clean
State Government.

Who and what are the Pennayvivania

mocriatic nominees, Stephen Loslie
trezar, for justice of the supreme

sourt; Chorles 1. Rellly, for judge of
the superio miirt, and Willlam T.
By, for stnle treasurer?
hiat does the publie press, par-

theularly the formidable array of news-
npﬁrﬁ nppoged to Quayism and Repub-

an machine rule, say of them, and
what is the prospect of thelr support
from (ndependent voters at the polla?

Wonnd Is familineg wiih every stream

nnd curpent of putherity, He lg n close
BLhdent of the history of logisintion
from s Inception. He ls thoughittul, |

STRUGGLES OF BARLY LIFE,

Hon. Stophen Leslie Mestrozat (& o
comparatively voung man, born Fab,
I, 1848, In Mupletown, o ¢lllage of
Groene county, 'a., near the Mononga-
hela river. Hig people wore nnd
sl tillers of the woll. Alded alona
by his untiring Industes, Mr. Mestrezat
began his strugele with the obstacles
that usually beset the pathwoay of the
young Inwver, He became a student
ot Waynesburg college, and wos grid-
unted from that Institution with merit-
ed honors.

Having laid a foundation for a legal
course, so fur as a thorough knowledgns
of the classies could affurd, he enters
od the law department of Washington

and Lee university, when thint famous |

institution was under the presidency

nre |

e
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Presbyterian church of Unlontow n, and
maker s howe at the West Ead hintel
there,

He Is most democeratic in his manner,

profound, palnstaking and  consctens | e ynture s frank and open, He im-
Lo Heo 8 famitinr with the bonnda- presgses You with the convictlon that
rins of state and federn) Jurisitiction  he mukes no pttempt to bridle his
and _aoquainted with the decislons  tongue or 1o control his natural foel-
Which are the “‘penks and promons | pes In his lnterconrse with his friends
tories, the headinnds and bencons o or acquaintances. This g Doonause of
(the Inw.” Knowing neither friend or y his natural good senso and froeedom
foe, blind to every prompting of inters | prom guile, He Is one of the most
ot rotector of the rights of all, | approachable of men. There i8 an (n-
Judge Mestrozat has become a esm- | nate but quict dignity, with not the
manding fligure (n the brillinnt gal- slightest suggestion of loftiness In his !
fixy of jurists for which the hench of ! manner, for he appeart to have Hitle
Pennsylvanin I8 famed.

personnl vanity
tion of himuelf
In n famouns local damage eare. in
| which be represented n well known
riallroad, he surprised the attorney for
l the plaintiff by the latitude which he
allowed him In examining the witness-
o8, He allowed them to press the most
surprising amount of damages, and the
court wae puzzied to nccount for the
singulnr want of ecaution displayed (o
minimize the amount of loas shown,
| He wns, however, eareful In some ap-
| parently unimportant question as to
{ the loenlity where the aceldent
pooecirred,  Tha witness swore
| groat partioularity,
| Before the case was given to the
inry Me, Meatrezat had the court visit
the seene of the nceldent, when It be-
eame apparent at o glance that the
etory of the occurrence itself was false.

but a proper apprecia-

with

Inter. T1n & n momber of the F[rnt‘

l He understands tha framework af the |
1

pouple,
on equal terma,
onumernte the pame:
ltvez of the groit

The race 1a open to all comers
™Were 1 to nitempt to

Hutble

men of

[ orlgln who have embellished American

history with tholr nehlevements in wll
departments of human  endeavor |
would have to rewrite the greater and |
mogt britllant part of 11, Common ob- |
servation mny be epitomized In the |
| atatemont that nearly all, If not all,
| our groat statemen, jurists, sclentista |
| and lenders In fdnance and trado, ba-
gan life and acguired enrly learning
und experlence in the school of adyer
gity, In the rude ‘Mill Boy of the

Slnghes’ we soon behold the polished
orafor; In the robust .and muscnlar
rall splitter the world s compelled o
admire and acknowledgoe one of the
greatest statesmen and henofactors of
lils race (n anciont and modern times,
HIS BHARLY STRUGGLES

“8o0 with our eandidate, Charles J.

Rellly, the subjoct of this sketel, We

’ﬂrﬂt find him removing from the clty

of hig birth In order to engage in com-
mercial pursnits. We note with ad-
- — ._.-_:.L—'q'l

and deseribe the |
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We own and sceupy the tallest morcantile building in the warld,
Sixteen hundred clerks are conatantly
engaged Hilling out-of-town ordors.

OUR GENERAL CATALOGUE is the book of the people =it quetes
1 Wholesale Prices to Everybody, has over 1,000 pages,

i \ Bo,000 descriptions of urticles with prices,

We want yvou to have one,
your good falth, and we'll wend you a copy FREE, with all charges prepaid,

We have

1,000 {1lustrations, and
It contn ¥2 conta to print and mall
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of that distinguished southerner, Gen- |

eral Robert E. Lee, Among Mr, Mes-

trezat's preceptors were two of Amer- |

len's foremost lawyers, Hon. J. Ran- A charucteristie incident oconrred on

L dolph Tueker and Judge J. W. Brock- | the train upon which lhe tode from

enborough. { Philadelphin on the evening of the ad-

A DETERMINED STUDENT Journment of the convention. At Har-

EaS SR B =Hopal! risbhure it happened that his sleeper

Here, among the hills of Virginin, { was hitched on to the train contain-
young Mestrezat spent his hours In

S p | Ing conches In which were some of
censelesd toll, familiavizing  himsell | 05y 00 friends who had teen “hoost-

Can Mestrezat, Rellly and Creasy
B the state outslde of Philadolphia
@ Alloghony counties, and can the
upt machinea of the great citles
prevanted from annuling the will of

@ remainder of the state?
B!'e\.\‘li ON THEIR OWN MERITS.
Shetches follow whlel show that if
taultless manogement had character-
Iwed stato treasury rule throughont the

Hea had allowed the witnesses to swear
too much for their own caie

| e~ T W Ry =
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thelr own nchlevements and high char-

r, and on the strength of what
Weir candidacy assures for  better
Rome rule and roformed state govern-
ment, would still stand worthy of the

of all good citizens

ow much greater the reason, in
view of only ihe state government
seandals exposed during the last year
ar two, for expecting that independent

‘4\\

STEPHEN L. MESTRREZAT.
votes will enable the Democratic ean-

didates to overthrow the Republican
machine in November, and thus bright-

am the prospects for an honest mn-
ity in the state legislature to bo
ed next vear,

This presoutation of Democrati
clatms upon the honest judgment of
& people not to ba deluded by the
throwlng of Irrelevant national issue

diist Into thelr oyes, will Inelnde tost]-
mony from the Republican press as to
the excellence of (the Demoeratie state
convention's work. There can be no
mistaking the purpose of the antl-
Quay Hepublican newspapers to RO as
far as they can for the election of
tailly and Crensy. There is of COUrER,
no doubt of the election of the can-
didates of the two great parties for
supreme justice, under constitutional
provision,

NEED NOT FEAR PHILADELPHIA,

With this basis of reasonable hopa
for routing the machine cohorts In
“the country” wae have unprecedented
aptagonism to GQuayism in Philadel-
phia, while in Allexheny resides the
chief of the insurgents, Senator Flinn,
whose profession of support for the
tigket the Quay manngers regard s i
loke, and another antli-Quay senator,
Mr. Magee, Nourly all the prineipal
Philadelplun Republican dally news-
papers commend the Democratic can-
didates, and most vigorously condemn
the Quay muchine in expressions of
hope for ite annfhilation.

The utmost confidence in the present
honored manngement of the Demo-
sratic party has been vojced by Lthe
antl-Quay Republloan Pross, ;m.rlir-u-
arly in Philadelphin: 1L was the well
founded bLope o “the country" for
‘miladelphin that made Pltteton in-
vincible in 1852 and In 1890, Philudel-
phia Detocrats today are united il
sarmaonlou: equence of the wige
ocal leaderabip as applied to the pres-
mt county ticket. The Democrats
here are as one muan, and the Quay
machine is opposed within the Repul-
ican party by i power gEronter than
ver befare confronted jt. Why, then,
ihould the hons ‘tountry™ fear this
ear for Philadelphin?

Let the rest of the story speak for
Iself,

JUDGE MESTREZAT'S CAREER,

] ) R R

By an unprocedegied majority Judge
lestrosnt wy alled to the bench of
he Fourteenth judicial distriet, and
r more than flve yvears he presided

ith slgnal ub

Y over its courts, Hae
rought to the bench the ripe exper
e gequired: by 20 years of tireless
ihor In the practioe of thée law In ail
8 departmonts, Ilo was eiilpped o
vw have beon o me and properly
Ischarge tha jue 1 i in a dis-
elot of varied fndusd entalling 1it-
arlon coverin Yy aneh of tho
tW. His experionce upon the bench
geende (o oy an of the stite
here he hud il In the trigl

Chses W LA T tl AR
ntlon of e p ol lon ponerally, In
I his Judicly i J Mestrogat

w48 been fulr, o wdd falthful,

He is a student of thé eonstitution,

———— e e ——— —

sime year was admitted to the practice
of the law in Greene county, Pa. In
1873 he went to Unlontown & compira-
tiva stranger, and began the practice
of the law at the county seat of Fay-
ette. Twenty years later he returned
to hir native county as judge of her
courts, Greene county being st that
time n part of the Fourtéenth judicial

| district.
| Of Judge Mestrezat's success at the |

bar the profession in Pennsylvania is
familinr. At the end of the first two
voars of his practice he was rewarded
with a larger clientage than la vsual
with a young attorney
had been such that it attracted the at-
tention of the late Chief Justice
Charles E. Boyle, then the leader of
the Fayette county bar, and in 1875
he suggested to Mestrezat the forma-
tion of a law partnership
readily nssented, and from that time
Mr. Mestrezat became a  prominent
figura In the state and federal courts
The firm of Boyle & Mestrezal eontin-
ved until President Clevelnnd appoint-
ed Mr. Boyle chief justice of the sii-
preme court of Washington territory.
STANDING IN SUPREMIS COUNRT,

The reports of the supreme court of
Pennsylvania show that he was en-
gaged In nearly every important cauge
taken to that court from Fayette coun-
ty during his practice at the Lar. The

Dawson Bridge company case muarked |

the close of his career before the si-
preme court, This ense attracted the
attention of the profession through-
out the state. In the court below Mr,
Mestrezat was defeated, belng unable
to make the court see his position on
the legnl principles involved, They
had not been passed upon Ly the su-
preme court of the state, A large ver-
diet under the Instructiongs of the
court was glven against the bridgs
company, Mr, Mestrezat's ellent. He
directed his client to take an appeal to
the supreme court, where he areved
the many Intricate legal questions in-
volved In the ease, and secured a re-
versal of the judgment of the court be-
low, His position on the law was
fully vindieated and sustained by the
higher court,

In all the yvears of his practice no
RUtOrmey ever come into conrt with his
cases more thoroughly prepared, He
waus a rendy and forceful speaker, and
was prepared for every defense. Ho
was troe to his elients, making thelr
cause his own, Feellng responsibility.
he listened patlantly to detalls, and to
his Industry there wers only the limits
of time and strength,

In 1802, when Fayvette and Greene
eounties compriged the Fourteenth ju-
dlvinl distriet, Mr. Mestrezot was eloct-
ed Judge by a muajority of over 2.000,
and on Jan, 1, 1804, he began his ju-
diclal Inhors, On Jan, 1. 1888, upon
the retirement of Judge Ewing, Judge
Mestrezat became president judge of
the Fourtesnth judicial district.

HE IS A DEMOCRAT.

Judge Mestreznt i a Demoerat, pos-
sessing the Jeffersonian requisites of
ahility, honesty and falthfulness to the
constitution.  Prior to going on the
bench he was active in the Interest of
the suecess of his party, though he
never sought a political office, He
comes from a' long lne of Democratic
ancestors, and Is in hig politieal falth
to the manner born. In 1877 he was
alocted  district attorney of Fayette
county on the Democeratie tleket in one
of the most remarkable and flercely
contested campoigna In the history of
the county, and served a full term of
three yenrs from the first Monday of
January, 1878, In 1884 and 'S5 he wns
chalriman of the Demoeratic central
committes of Fayette county. He was
o delegote to the conventlon that nomi-
natod Black for governor In 1888, He
was nlso a delegoate to the Democeratic
convention at Chieago in 1802 that
nominated Cleveland for presldent,

When Robert T, Pattlson was eleot-
ed  governor (o 1880 My, Mestrezat's
frinnds asked that he be appointed at-

| genaral in the governor's eabi
While the appointment did not
come to the westéarn part of the stato,
the strany endorsement of his eandi-
facy by the press of western Pennsvl
anin wins a fitting teibute to his abi
ity as o Inwyer, Hlg candidacy re-
vilved Lthe fqlaisement of the Favette

1l
nat

oonnty b Lending liwyers and fu-
L in evary section of the eommon
Sealth nlso united In saking his np-
ni )
| IRCERNL PERSONALITY.
1t Wi aerled about
0ot |l Wildon Bwing, i
ey of Hon, Jolin K, Bwing, of
L ) % y Wwile dying two years

His success |

The latter |

py years of state finance domina- | With ”_"""”f""“‘ prine t_:‘]"“ “'1'_|I‘ ‘_' r'_‘_”” ing his boom”™ at the capital. The
} R by the Quay power, the Demo- | the anatomy of the law, He w l’_l"""l « Juldge was jnvited In to see them, and
i eatic candidetes, on the merits of | NWAted from this Institution in 1871, at ~§o readily did so,
| the head of his class of 22, and the

| Among the delegates was one very
old gontleman, who had falled to get
|t berth and had promise of passing an
uncomfortable night, The Judge sald:
| "Boys, 1 guess 1 will go along with
You and the old gentleman shall have
! my berth.” nnd ne insisted upon this
| arrangement, landing at heme in the
| midst of a throng of enthuslastic fol
lowers, who escorted him in triumph
| to his hotel,
TRIBUTE TO GREAT DEMOCRATS,
Accopting the nomination from the
notification committee at Willinms-
port, Judge Mestrezat sald:
“IY It shall be ratified by the peo-
{ ple at the polls In Novemboer 1 shall
not fall to realize the great respon-
sibility it imposes, and shall devote
| my time and best thought to the per-
' formance of the duties of the office,
and this responsibility Is doubly em-
phasized by the fact that the party,
| &lnce the judiclary system for the stute
|l=m‘.¢mo elective, hns named for the
game pogition o Weodward, a Black, a
Thompeon, n Sharswood, a Trunkey,
a Clark and a MeCullum. For bril-
i Haney of intellect, for integrity of pur-
pose, for legal learning and judicial
falrness, 1 may be pardoned in saying
| that thelr superiors have sat upon the
| henel of no state in the I'nion. These
namcs are indelibly written in the his-
tory of our Jurlsprudence, and the
party which gave to the state the ser-
vices of such men need not, In this
reapect, fear the record of its past. It
at least is secure,”

PRAISE,

Some of the commendation bhestowed
by Philadelphia Republican and inde-
pendent newspapers upon Judge Mes-
trezat's nomination follows:

“The nomination (Judge Moestre-
| zat's) is a thoroughly good one, ae-
| e ptuble to all the people In every sec-
tion of the commonwealth The can-
didate’s career, as ontlined In our news
columuns, has been as creditable ns it
has been successful, and his reputation
us o fearless, upright and able juidge
i#= a sufficlent guarantee that he will
f be & useful and honored member of the
conrt to which his nomination neces-
sarily elevates him,"—Phlla. Evening
Telegraph, Rep,

HAD A HOST OF COMPETITORS,

“The nomination of Judge Mestrezat
of Favette county for justice of the
supreme court Is, of course, equivalent
to an election, What Is known of him
here Is favorable to his reputation on
the bench, His nomination was brought
about after an unsually long and stub-
born contest, with a host of competi-
tors, but it has been
without any strife or friction which
hag left the Democratie party the worse
for it."—Phlla. Eve. Bulletin, Rep.

HE 1S WELL QUALIFIED,

“The Democratic nominee (Judge
Mestrezat) Is In the prime of lfe, and
in the natural course of events can
hope to serve out the 21 years' term to
which he will be elected. He has had
Judiaial experience that well qualifies
him for the promotion."—Phila, Press,
Rep.

STATE TO BR CONGRATULATED.

“The stite is to be congratulated on
the fact that the nominee (Judge Mes-
trezat) hns a good reputation to start
with, He has had 25 years' practice In
the law, and has held his present judi-
elnl position since 1803, with eredit to
himself and honor to hig district. Of
his Democracy thera I8 no question,
and there appears to he none of his
Judicial acumen and personal Integ-
rity."—Phila. Public Ledger, Ind, Rep.

A MOST HONORED JURIST,

“The eandidate for the supreme
gourt, Judge 8, L, Mestrezat, is one of
the most hongred of those who sit on
the bhench in western Pennsyivania,
He remalned away from the convention
eity during the sessions, snd took no
active part In the conduct of his cam-
paign."—Phila. Times, Ind,

SKETCH OF CHARLES J. REILLY.

The following narrative of the Intep-
esting and honoralile ecareer of u con-
apleuously self made man, Charles T,
Rellly, candidate for judge of the su-

publication of the proceeflings of the
| Bemoeratie state convention, compiled
hy 1. W, Moyer, socrcetary of the state
| sOmInittee:

“Oune of the chief plorvies of our In-
stitntions hns ovor on tho fact that,
no matter how bigh or huomble o begine-
| ning one may have Lad, they dfford all
| persons an equnl opportunity to rise

In the scule of excellence from the
[ laweat ta the highest positlon of In-

| fluence and power In the wgift of the

REPUBLICAN AND INDEPENDENT |

accomplished |

| district
| nmd

perior court, I8 from the fartheoming |

||l¢'-'.l[|»l priornay
| Ity evor

miration the diffleultles he encotnter-
ed and overcame; his strugeles with
adversity for Hght and education and
final triumphant admission to the bar
of his adopted eounty, under the guid-
ance and tutorship of Ity eminent lead-
ers; hig elevation to honorable and re-
sponsible office In the community, and
the record of his fafthful and fearless
digcharge of his official dutles, and
finally we have this shipping clerk for
a lumber firm of hia adopted city.
now become an eminent lnwyer, nomi-
nated without seeking for the high
nnd honorable position of  superior
court judge, a position of great honor
and dignity. In the prime and fresh-
ness of young manhood, he {8 unani-
mously presented to the people by a

| great pariy for one of the hizhest and

most honornble ofMices in the siate,

“To the thousands of young men in
state and natlon who are struzgling,
as he struggled for fame, often nlmost
in despalr, his career and achleve-
ments will stand at once as a bright
and inspiring example and incentive
to devoted and courageous effort and
continued Industry, The keynote of
his snecess is probably contained In the
following extract from his speech be-
fara the eomvention which nominated
him on aseuming his duties as prosid-
ing officer, but which was uttered at a
time when he could have had no
thonght whatever of such an event,
He sald: ‘This I8 A government of the
people, by the people, for the poople.’
All men are eagual here. The law se-
cures equal justice to all alike in their
private affnirs,

TO EMINENCE IN HI8 ADOPTED
cITY,

“The olnim of excellence {8 also rec-
ognizged, and when a citizen ig In any
way distinguished he s preferred in
the public service, not ns a matter of
privilege, as in our older institutions,
but as a reward of merit, Poverty is
not & bar, and it matters not whether
one is a rail splitter, as was the im-
mortal Lincoln, or a mule driver on the
canal; all have equal opportunities,

“Charles J. Reilly was born In the
Twentleth ward of Philadelphla, Sept,
98 1856, and is the eldest in a family
of 11 children, elght of whom are now
living, He received hig education in
the public schools of that city and by
private tuition, In his 18th year he
removed to Willlamsport, Pa., to take
charge of the shipping department of
the works of J. Bartles & Co, BSubse-
quently he attended the Willlamsporl
Commercial college, from which Insti-
tution he graduated In 1875,

“He was then engaged to keep books
for the sald Orm. While thus employ-
ed He concelved the fdea of studying
medicine, but after about a year's ap-
plieation to the science he changed his
mind and determined to study law, In
Moy, 1582, he passed his preliminary
examination, nnd was reglstered as a
lnw stndent with the law firm of Can-
dor & Munson, with whom he remained
glx months, when the necessities of
his family requived him to earn means
for their =upport, He became book-
kaoper for George Buhb & Sons, of the
clty of his adoption, and while filling
this positing he devoted every spare
moment ta bhis legal studies. Having
gaved sufficient to permit him to re-
glgn his position, he entered the law
office of Hon, John J, Metzger, now
president judge of the Twenty-ninth
judicial distrlet, where he completed
his studies June 4, 1884, and was ad-
mitted to nractice In the severnl courts
of Lycoming county.

“He wias nlso o memher of Chatau-
qua college (€. 1L, 8, ), class of '80,
having studied the four venrs' course.
A MAJORITY THAT MEANT SOME-

THING.

“He has sinee his admission been
admitted to practice in the clrenlt and
courts of the United States
suprema and superior courts of
Pennsylvani

“In 1886 he was elected chalrman of
the Democestle count commitiee of
Lycoming county, and demonstriting

I his abitity #2 an orgonlzer he was
reselocted to the same positlon In

| 1846, also fn 1887 and 1888, and, thero-
fare, ecrvy four yenrs

“In Novembes, 1858 he was elected
Ly the lnrgest majors
ceived in tl county for
any county office up to that time, In

IIILI'. disoharge of his duties In that of-

flee he showed an unfioshing deter-
mination In the cause of Justive and a
[Gantinued on Page Sevon,)
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DEMOREST'S for 1900 is to be further improved
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ments for important and costly changes in this pop
ular magazine,

Its success during the past yea

These improvements will be appre
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