
A Bank of England Mystery.

. THE DANOEBOTJB LOOPHOLE.

I.
of the BankOne day the directors

.t v.n-xa- nA were much perplexed, and

not a little amused, when the ecrei
rend to them, at their usual sitting, the
tallowing and somewhat curi-

ous letter:
"Two Oenitlemin oft Bank of Eng-

land: U all sate hand' Yoo think yow
butt 1 know, bet-tu- r.

your Bank Is eeafe.
I bin folnstde the Bank theo last

abowt 1 t.nuffln2 nite hand you nose
hit yec . Utheaf. sonott aDut 1 urn orhIn the gret rom.mett toee .tjuar lie lnniteair the monelys. at twelf

1, her 2
onl to yoew. let only

cum alown. and say nuffln 2 nobody.-J- on

Smlff."
The letter having been duly lead.

was. as might be expectea, ""J"' conversation and auggestVoo ;ne
little time. Some of the
bought It was a hoax. Others thought

that under the apparently gnoiant y

written letter a deeper mytm w

hidden; but all agreed that the safest
way was to put the letter with proper

instructions, into the hands of the de-

tectives. The detectives J1:There was a plot at work
usual penetrat ion they

and with th-ei-
r

the deepest depths
it once penetrated
of the Iniquity.

There Is a very large room under-iroua- d,

where the huge wealth of the
and mill-o- n

oank is deposlnted-nitlU- ons

of English sovereigns, bar of gold,
' of silver, with my

j ind hundredweights
riads of notes. Tne

this room must be
course, knew that
he place which the writer of the let-e- r

had designated as "the re squar

rom.r It is full of treasure. Its .floor
and its wal 1 s

a a solid stone pavement,
roof, and door are of wrought iron and

steel.
All night long the detectives were

in the room, bait they saw

and heard nothing, with the excep-- !
Jon that some said they 'heard, about

' a strange noise
one or two o'clock,
;hey could not aocount;ior - a

i
I light was the same, and the next

.', board-d- a
th nest: and wnen the

whole of the,he bank came round the
.. u knit A trofltftn trie uL- -
lirectors woum - - "tllom
'air aa an idle attempt xo in""
iad"'not tdieir attention 'been more
itrongly ealloa to ike subject by the bl-

owing incident:
A neavy cheat had been forwarded

iddressed to the "Directors of the Bank

f England." The chest was of course
peaed before them at once such a

round to.hing being very unusual-a- nd
;ontain a large packet of most valu-lbl- e

papers and iiecurlties which had
in the vault.jeen safely deposited

With them was the following letter.
t rfwtnia of the Bank of

England. Gentlemen, My husband,

who Is an honest man, wrote to you
or.A mirt vou that he had

round a way which he believes is only
, ,imoplfof cettinK Into your
krong room, and offered, i you would

! .. tim hpr at nleht. to explain the

whole matter. He had never taken
inything from that room except the

Vnn set detectives upon

him, and he took the box to show that
re. If he chose, whoever

might watch. He gives you another
-- nance. Let a few genthunon be in

!,,) irnnrd the door, and
L 11 W 1UUU1 ci
mot., ovorvthlni secure, and my nus.

band will meet you there at mlnlght.
"Yours respeciiuuy,

, . "ELLEN SMITH."

This letter was more mysterious
' than 'the last. The only fning that waa

ihat the writer, Wlen
omith sin a better scholar than her,

k.,h,n who stvled himself "Jon
Rmitr " The detectives were shown the
letter, and acted accordingly. Of course
they saw through "the dodge." The

' cleverest men were posted in the room,
ir, tha mnmine thev told a strange
Btnrv. Thev said that they saw a light
at ahout twelve o'clock. It seemed to
.ntn. fiwm dark lantern: but directly

thv ran to the enot whence the light
-- proceeded, It went out, and the strictest

search had ciscoverea notuius,
II.

T.he Ibank- officials 'became alarmed.
Thftv however, agreed to do what per
haps would have been wiser if done
B.t flrat viz.. to depute a few of their
numiber to visit the vault alone. Bo it... arrnjiored that three gentlemen
ahmiid Temaln in the strong-roo- m all
night, and that no one else should be

with them. Every suitable precaution
waa taken when night came, the sen
tinel paced up and down outside; the
detectives were not far off; and after
tne mosi rigorous neaii-- uu iru.
stituted. the gentlemen were locked in

At last one of them, who paced the
floor rather impatiently, beginning to
think tlhat rjerhans after all it was only
a clever trick, cried out: "You ghost,
you secret visitor, you midnight tnier,
come outl There is no one here but
two gentlemen and myself. If you are
afraid, I give you my word of honor aa
a gentleman that the police are not
here. Come out, I say!"

It was more in jest than In earnest
that Major C, for he was a military

- man, shouted out the absurd speech, for
as we have said, he had begun to sus-

pect tlhat alter all some practical Joke
was being adroitly carrledkbn, suoU
having more than once before been
perpetrated, and he did not much like
being victimised himself.

His astonishment, however, was great
when, in reply, he heard a strange voice
saying: "If you have kept your word,
I will keep mine. Put out your light,
for I've one, and then I'll come."

The Major and his fellow-dlrecto- re

did not much like putting out the light.
ut they were not cowards, and, after

dane demur, It was done. Where the
voice came from was, however, a mys-tery.'Jf-

there were no hiding-place- s lrf
the room, every side being of thick,
many-plate- d Iron and steel; the ceiling
was also f the same material.

When the light was out they waited
In sllence, while the Major grasped
firmly ta one hand a revolver, and In

the other held ttoe lantern and a few
matches. V6r a little while a low, grat'
lng sound was. heard, and then a voice,
evidently that of some one la the room
aidvVAre you three alone, sure:

aJorj who cared tor nothing ia

nmotfaered laugh. When the match wag

lighted, nothing could be detected-- no

one was there.
Again the Major called tipon the mya-terio-

somebody to come forth and
heard eaylmg, Howagain a voice was

can 1 trust you now?"
ti, ii iw wu anery. and his com- -
1 no " - ' . 1

alarmed, and after prying mi
vtln to trace the point whence the voice
proceoded, he exclaimed:

"Well we'll put out the light again,
only come quickly, and make an end

of this hother." So saying, ho put out

the light again.
A moment or two after, the snmo

sratlng sound was heard, then the
of some heavy 'body, and the next

instant a man was visible standing in

the middle of the vault with a dark
t hi. hsinil. Of course, he had

come from Bomciwhcre, but the puzzle

was how? A ghost could noi uavi-t.niort.,-

mnrp mysteriously.
The man soon Bpoke for nimseu; nuu

the directors, who were still at a loss
. . , thorn liutnneil

to explain nis prennc i...v.,
In astonishment. It appeared that he,

and obtained a precar-- .

lous living in a strange way. V hen the

tide is low, It is the custom of a cer-

tain class of people, unknown to refin-

ed society, to enter the sewers to search
for any articles of value which may

have 'been washed down Into thorn. U
dangerous tosa, uuu. uiIs a very

revolting In the extreme, but they not
Infrequently find very precious things

hidden in the tilth. This man waa one

of those strange adventurers.
One night he had discovered nn open- -

lng leading louome place above. There
was a largo square stone, which he
found could bo easily raised. He lis-- 1

tened for some time, and, finding all
was silent, lifted up the stone without
much difficulty, and found, after som0j
little investigation toy the light of hid

lantern, that he was In the strong room
o i.nv Tlipse men. like miners, can

readily determine the exact spot of
ground under which they are; and he
soon had a clue to the whole mystery.

He told hi3 wife, who waa a woman ot
superior education to his own, of the
whole affair; and he then wrote as we

have seen, to the directors.
Down in the sewer ho was able to

hear all their movements as wen
above ground, and thus was not only

able to know their plans, but to frus

trate them, and of course
the small but val

his time to remove
box, to leave me.ieui.o

lUle, anatoaprso.y
No one had tnougui w. i"""'"Kimnosed

-
stone pavement, win.-.- . . -

i. i. niu nnii immovu'uiu.

known that there were no vaults below
aRhough the iron walls and doors had

been carefully tesieu.
was now cleared up, aim wio

well rewarded. Answers.

t oo-r- . when a certain
UU11S . . . , , In n

made of sturgeon,!' niauuera - --

use in England, It was known by 1U

Dutch name.
"sturgeon bladder. ie 7
meaningless one to English ears and

by some means or ou,e, "
formed into the woru wuiu
know, "isinglass,

The change was preciaev
which, in orvmp. nua iunn.
"asnaragus" into Bpu.riow-b- ..

article

ouarters.

,.. tu manner that old word
111 Lll- - .

"berfry," which meant simpiy ,

tower, was transrormeu nuu p , '.'
It became the custom to auB
such towers, and. by common consent,

change of spelling iouowcu.
What Is the derivation of th5 word

oti.vnivl?" Most readers wouiu re- -

ply without hesitation, that it must

have been invented as the name of a

certain familiar instrument for weigh
ing an instrument maue oi.,t fPt in length. In point of
cuuiii. .". - .. t
faet. however, the woru rneaux, m

i nthinir hut the yard, or
,. in tendon, where the continenUl

traders sold. their steei. in
of course, there was some kind of bal
ance for weighing tne nieuii u

yard balance.
TjineilflAA la fUll OI SUCn Cas.

tA h nnt.hine to do with the act of

folding something over the eyes but
i. KiinritoMMi." or struck blind. But- -

terv" has not connection with butter,
: . "Kin.ttlArv" a nlacE
DUt 18, OT WttO, o,

fn. hntleft.
a "blunderbuss" was not an awkward

tTipffleiP.nt weanon. but. on the con
trary, was so terrible as to be called a

QonaerDus luat ib iu bo.j, .

iiw.hoit." ar "thunder-barrel.- "

The advance in the art of war Is hap.

plly or unhapily typified by the fact
hnt. weanon. one so terrible, has be

come an object ot ridicule. Will the
world ever find our present Ironclads
and mortars nothing but things to laugh
at?

Why Men Change Their Names.

Different causes lead to a man's vol

f

a

nntarUy changing his name. Said a
lawyer: "I have had three cases recent-

ly where clients wanted their names
doctored. One petitioner was a com-

mercial, a Mr. Wlntrlngham, I think.
On the road and among his customers
and friends he was known os "Smith-sv.-"

This nickname he had carlerd so
long that when he visited a town he
had always entered his name on the ho
tel register as Smith. Letters sent to
him as Wlntrlngham were frequently
not delivered, and finally, as a matter
of convenience as well as a matter of
business, he had his name legally
changed from Wlntrlngham to Smith.

On the other hand, John Smith fre-

quently tires of his name. There was
one very irate old John Smith who fig-

ured as a petitioner not long ago: He
was ln the clothing business, and hla
most active competitor was his son,
John Smith, who had a clothing estab-- 1

ll&hment next door. Father and
had quarrelled, and the estrangement
between them had been of long stand- -

lng. The young man neglected (business,
got into debt, and the ballffs were or-- 1

dered to enter his place. The officers
swooped down an the wrong John
Smith's Bhop. The old man was absent,
his clerks were paralyzed, and when
the venerable proprietor appeared and
pounded on the front door for admit- -'

' tance he saw by the bill posted prom-
inently ln the window that the ballffe
had possession. He had hla name
changed, and the following day hisj

I petition was filed. He la now. John
Saunders. , , j v;iuiiii-i.- ..

THE COLUMBIAN, BLOOMBBURG, PA.

A MEAN MAN.

Be WonUt Not Ohoy llr Command te
Commit 8nlrlle.

Gazelle leaned languidly on the per- -

'.moil nlllowe. and petulantly kicked 'f orminlzatlon. and ac

ier red morocco slipper across the cordingiy publishes a circular
lng the and object of tb.3 ae- -

"(Uve m a cigarette, Count, she soration
aid. I The purpose of the Pennsylvania AV
"Cert," yawned the handsome young ,1ul)on society Is to dlcourage the buy.

noble. Count Neverdysky, as he twUtt- - ,ng and wearing for ornament the
d the enda of his luxuriant 'blonde feathers of any wild bird, and In other

mustache. I ways to protect our native birds, lew
The fair voting thing knocked the sll-- 1 npr90na realize that the fashion

rase from his hand and laughed.
spitefully.

"1 don't like that kind. I want Saur
Sorrels. Commodores are too cheap,
ind they don't make me sick," she
laid.

"You are hard to please frau-llen- ."

sighed the Count; and a look
Df ineffable sadness came over Ms

""However." he continued, "I always
;nrry at least three kinds. Have one
jf these."

(iazello took tho cylin-le- r

and lighted It deftly on her gold

red hair.
are yon .blue?" she eaid, look-n- g

coyly at the Count, and conceal-nu- -

n fithnm vawn behind her bejew- -
,a "tt u T who should perish

frcm discontent and sadness. Here I

ini, the prettiest and the worst of the
Uadrjon sisters. I am a Dane, ana t

Mnimihniv miP at that. I am 'beautl
ful. am I not? I have a face the sight
vf nMfh would disarrange the Straus
burg timepiece. I sing like a gazelle

bird. I should bo

ich, Helmieh. cherl, yet I can hardly
mvpport myseu in ihauij.

"The fauleln is pessimistic, com
m,i tho flniint. tn his easy drawl.

"iLiinviMi " pxdiilmed the fair diva,

is she lea-pe- to her feet and clapped
ion,lril hands. "1 want to bsk a

Dare I? Bo
arge-slze- d favor f you.

ict say No. or i snaii um-- r

:o you again."
"Kranleln has but to command.

laid the young nobleman, bowing very
iwr

"Well, it's this way," murmured the
!air young thing, and plunged Into a

torrent of words. "You are
slue, Heinrleh; you know you are. You
.,i,ri,t inutna well commit buichic,
Vow. you know you are going to do It
SVhy hot say so that you
ook vour life for me? Just
eave a note on your table before
rou shatter your skull I had almost
laid 'before you blow out your brains.

shall be awfully Obliged. I shall bo
esieged by reporters, and wealth,

'a.me, and press notices will be mine,
rou will do it, won't you, Heinrleh?
'J'gh! you are so handsome. Kiss me.

Count Neverdysky brushed his nius-ach- e

over the carmlned Hps and said
igaln: "You have but to command."
'He closed the door after him and
int out into tho night. That was

;wo years ago. He is now conducting
i 'Darner shop uvav iramu ov! .

New York Herald.

Corn-Shelli- Mntoli.

The tar-he- conventionist of North
thine or two besides

mnljlu? coil stitutlons. He can beat all
nw.tinn shelling corn. The other even

had newly pat- -
Btited corn-eiiell- er hawking It about
UalelKh. and was showing crowd on

atrpot how fast it could siicii, wneu
in old member from the mountains
mnivwi nn. dressed in blue jean, ana
ob pipe in his mouth, ana said to me

nedler:

oedler

can beat the thing snciung corn
m vflol f

son

A

a

a

a

I

"Well, sir." said the pocuor, i u
rive vou a machine for nothing If you
io it."

(iood as wheat." says tho conven
tionist. and he searched over the pile

cob. made take a ,

burn wuie, uay,

a f

witn pecIaily
"Go" a
who held watch to time them.

"Go!" said the fellow, and at it they
went.

But the pedler was excited
the start that sheller got chocked,
and while he was scuffling to unchoke

the old coolly got up, and
pitching his half-shell- ear into
pile, said to tho pedler:

aln't-go- t shell against
that thing mister; lt would make me

away lively, tho crowd ehoutiag and
the pedler mad.

lluil Uootl Heimom. I

"Hardbake." said
friend, "I am surprised to hear from

authority that you, a freeJborn
American, in the habit of looking
up to titled foreign son-in-la- w of
yours."

"If knowed how high come,
said Mr. Hardbake, a "you'd
see that there no other way to
look at him." Cincinnati Enouirer.

Jia More 'I rouble.
"This is stout butter," de

clared Mr. Newly with a that
was decD for a man who had (been mar-
ried but a month.

scold dearie," urged pretty
little "It'll not occur again.
have .bought a churn and ordered
termilk be delivered
Hereafter we'll have sweet, freah but-
ter." Detroit Free Press.

i.

I'ald For.
"Mrs. Cumrox's children seem to he

fond of their school," remaned
one woman.

"What think
"They always speaking of their

.!, .. Innnl,., I I' .

ULOJ ICUVUDIl
"Oh. Cumrox on that. He

says that, considering how much
pays extra tuition, it's only proper."

Star.

' Comforting.
"Say, Elsie, look around the street

corner again and see if August isn't
coming

"No. I don't se htm; but don't be
worriedthe people looking mor
and more lfke him every, tnlaittftl"- -'
Fllgeade Blaetter.

OUR NATIVE BIRDS.

OrgnnUatlon of tho rnnylvinl itndn-lio- n

Society.

t Audubon Society,
now forming, has Just completed Ita

explain-loo- r.

. nature

peevishly.

or

diminutive

"Why

slaughter of thousands uoin thousands
of wild and already result
ed in the practical extermination w
several species In many localiUes. and

vast deoo m tne numoem i hu--
. .tflulbon BOCieiy pumcumi- -

ly calla attehUon to and earnetly pro-

tests the use of the aigrette, and
heads and wlngT of terns, whloh are

seen so frequently in huiuuk..
To supply the demand for algrette
the egret and snowy heron, from which
they are obtained, are snoi
their nesting grounds, the plumes are
plucked from dead ana ay in i.u.

d the carcasses caea wui.o
young biras are mi

he

in their nests, since m
can no longer return to feed the little
brood.

pretty

These herons have already been prac--

In the offensive
and .4 through tha

remote main acl- -

Hiie0t been dents oceur gas

nearly exterminated in tne
on New Jersey coast, and many el
our smaller birds, tne cnunu
rural dlstricte and the invaluable
frkmds of farmer, have also Buffer-

ed to serve this fad of fashion.
The only way to prevent tnis ruuuiw

Is to the fashion
now in vogue and to lessen demand
for the birds. This an easily

wild birds; gpaces,
future,
equally

would pursues
these shown

intMir in thAm. There Is also
W1UUUUI. fio hrato uo

or other
blrda whloh are bred and raised for

tehail oi tne
fhn Borletv all

and Join so
and use their lnnuence

protection our wras.
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