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THE COLUMBIAN,

LIVE QUESTIONS.

ArBeries of Articlea Contribnted to Thoso
Columps by Advauced Thinkers,

Nvanenr  [IL—ProrormioNarn Rerre-
BEEXTATION.

In the development of our popnlar in-
atations members of legislative bodies
aw clected from “'districts,” becntiso
people do not yet realize that there is a
better way to seonre represenintion.

That this svstem wos a clumsy eon-
trivance was evident from the begin-
ning ; it gnve no security that the popu-
lae wighes would be vepresented at nll;
a popular majority might be so dis-
tributed that it would not vrnl‘"nl o
Jority of the districte, Tho oast is often
bad enongh, even when no effort is
made to prevent fair rgoresenintion,
but it is influitely warse Whenever the
party in power seeks to intrench itself
by purposely dividing districts in such
a manner that the opposition eanngt se-
onre control of the legislative body,
even if a majority of electors demand
un ghoange, Again, the different sections
of the stnte or city continually chungo
in population; benee frequent readjust-
ments of the districts become necossary.
But wo want a system by whioh con-
gtitnoncies shall readily adapt them-
gelves to now conditions.  If there were
a few lnrge districts, the neod of reap-
pﬂr".!uuu\nnt wonld be groat I}' r('lh:i"r'-ll. |
while if there were no districts at all
apportionmwent would be nuuecessary and
impossible. The palpable defects of tho
distriot eystem might be illustrated in
varions wuys.

Popular government (os we koow it
toduy) 18 merely governmont by politi-
cul parties, Men who think alike wonld
naturally act together, and their union
wounld formn a party, but the district
gystem, while it forces men into parties
with whose principles they donot agree,
tends to prevent the natural, healthy
union of persons who think alike and
who desire to vote alike. A large ma-
Jarity of all popular elections turn npon
questions which apply to the whole
country rather than to any particular
Jocality. A man votes with this party
or with the other merely because he be-
lHeves or does not believe in free trade,
free silvor, probibition, ete., and this
is equally true even when the real is-
#uo is purely local. The district system
separates those whose interests are idon-
tical, while uniting those who have noth-
ing in common.

Another evil of the distriot system
arises from the facilities afforded for
vote buying, The system of dividing the
state ond also the city into distriots,
from each of which a representative is
to ba chosen, nsually resalts in donbtfnl,
closely contested districts, where the
change of o few votes must change the
réprosentative and may consequently
chunge the legislature apd ultimately
the national senate,

Naturally the vote buyer confines his
operntions to such pivotal localities, but
if districts were abolished he conld |
nover secure any larger number of law-
makers than were fairly represented by
the votes thus hought.  Again, even if
eleotors weve perfectly free when casting
their votes, if the votes thus cast ex- |
prossed the real sentiments of the vater,
it 1s obvions that, under present condi-
tions, large numbers of votes ure really
thrown away and a large proportion of
voters are eystematically disfranchised.
Equnlly obvicns is the fact that small |
districts tend almost inevitably to the
production of small men in the halls of ‘
lagislation, men of narrow mental cali- |
ber, who almost invariably lack the |
ogurnge of their conyvictions, and who
remain perched upon the fence, touch-
ing all questions where the constituenoy
ia divided. 'This district system really
fpstens servility upon the representa-
tive, while proportional representution,
ot the other hand, encourages the scloo- |
tion of men of character and principle; [
it stimulates independence aud leader- |
ship, for the represeutative who can re-
tain the support of even a single quota
can afford to remain troe to his convie-
tions. The proposed reform is sometimes
objected to for the alleged renson that it
woild be dangerons to allow the advo.
cates of wild, impracticable sohemesd
uvyen o single representative in the halls
of legislation, but a moment’s reflection
will convines the reader that anarchists,
for example, are no more dangerons
to socfety when they are represented
than when they are not represented in
the lawmaking body,

It 8 the confined explosive that is
mkost deadly; give trath and error a fair
chance to fight their battles in the open
field, and the former will take care of
iteelf. The objection most strongly
urged against the proposed reform is
that if cach phase of popular sentiment
was ullowed its proportionn] representa-
ton, the chances are that legislative
bodies wonld divide into groups; that
oo dme group conld coutral or would be
r&epongible for the legislative policy,
Wa are told, in other words, that n ma-
Jority must be secured, even though
misreprosentation s resorted to in ob-
taining such majority, But is it troe
thet an absolote majority is essentin
or even desirable? It may bo troe in
the exepoise of ndministeative fonctions,
bat #s to purely legislative matters the
eqrrect prineiple demuands ' plurality. '’

For myseli™J deny that an abéolute
vinjority 12 destruble in o deliberative
body, unless therg is such a mnjority
among the people nt lurge. It is of the
véry highest j;;.p&'}t‘ti:: to the state
that all special inferests shonld have
the follest, frdeit meni. of expression
i the balls of legislationdench phase
of thonght should be represehfid\by its

0 faicly cicsen  advoustes, aud e,
tor o fair consideration of all ury

| didutes;

onts, judgment shonld be rendered

in nevordanee with the just rights of nll
concerned.  But whatever might be
nrged agninst this proposed reform an
to nationnl or state polities, it wonld be
obviongly productive of nnmixed good
in all muateipal elections,

One preat and growing evil of onr
gystom of wunicipal government is the
logzing io of nutionnl issues; the samoe
political lines are drawn in wfanicipal
eleotions as those whieh divide particos
elsewhere; men are eleatod to the city
conpeil simply because they ara or are
not Demaernts, are or are not Republio-
nns, and it will be impossible to pre-
vent this, #o gtrong is the foree of party
nsnge, until the electoral eystem is radi-
enlly changed; then, and only then,
business administration will take the
place of political administration in mu-
nicipal offairs,

In applying the remedy proposed for
the evils thos bricfly outlined three
measurcs  have been  suggestod—the
Heamulative vote, "' the “single trans-
ferable vote' and the "‘free list sys.
tom. "' The first is now in practical opor-
ation in tho stato of Illinois, in choos-
ing members of the lower house of the
legislatore ; the second has for several
years been used in Denmark ; the third
is in moccessful operation throughont
Switzerland; it is an American inven-
tion, having been advoeated by Thomns

| Gilpin of Philndelphin more than [0

vours oago, and it is believed to be bet-
ter adapted than any other to the needs
of an American community.

Under its practicnl workings district
lines ure abolished, nnd members of the
representatiwe body are ehosen at large
upon a general ticket. The officinl bal-
lot is used in the same manner as in

gtates where the Australian system pre- |

vuils; each group of electors is required
to filo with the proper ofMoer, previcus
to the day of election, a list of its can-
this list may contain the
names of ns many candidates as the

 community i# entitled to elect or any

pumber less than that. For exnmple, if
160 councilmen are to be chosen, ench
party may nomionte 16 or any smaller
number, If the same candidate is named
on more than one ticket, he must elect
botween them, snd if he fails to do so
the cholee 18 wade for him by lot. Each
elector hins ns many votes ns there nro
officials to be chosen, These he may
distribute ns he pleases mmong candi-
dates on the official ballot, giving no
candidate more than one. In the case
supposed he would have 10 votes and
would place his stamp opposite the name
of each pergon whom he designed to sop-
port.  In addition the voter may, if ho
8o dosires, designate one of the parties
for which he desires to vote, in which
event he can only vote for the candi-
dates of that party.

On the other hand, the voter who
does not care to sopport a party ticket
muay distribute his votes to suit himself.
In canvassing the returns all votes are
added together, the sum total is divided
by the nnmber of offices to befilled, and
the quotient is termed the “‘quota of

representation,'’ or number of voters |

who are jointly entitled to one repre-

sentative. Each party is then entitled to |

ns many officials as it has quotas.
Among candidates those who receive the
greatest number of votes are seated, and
if vacaneies ocour, whether from death
or otherwise, the candidate of the same

| party having the next highest vote is

substituted. This plan has been success-
fully tested by practical experience in
Switzerland and has been gradually ex-
tended from one canton to another yenr
after year, In conclusion, the froe list
gystem is an American deviee, but hos
been adopted and demonstrated in a re-
public whose government is worthy of
imitation, It is a plan which ellmi-
nntes and extinguishes the gerrymander.

| It remnoves all incentive to vote buying,

It reduces the nnrepresonted minority—
the grand army of the disfrauchised—to
the least possibile minimnm, It gives to
cuch voter the follest liberty of choice.
It recoguizes party nffilintions and lines,
yot permits the utmost freedom of all
who wish to be independent of partizan
dictation. And, better than all else, it
contemplates and provides for a repre-
sentative body that will be lke an im-
ago in the cumera, every color, form,
light, motion, shade being exanctly re-
produced—a body that is representative
in foct ns well a8 ip name,  If we have
any faith in popular government, nny
faith in the political integrity of our
people, let us give this plan a fair wrial
in the near future,
WiLtian DupLey FouLge
Richmond, Ind., Dee. 1, 1505,

The Troe Functlons of Politieal Parties,

Lot us not bo too superstitions abont
parties. Politieal parties, rightly under-
stood in this free country, uro Lot
agencies employed by the voters for
carrying their own will into effect.
There bave bgen times, within onr first
ceutury of national life, whens party
lines and party issnes seemed to vanish
ultogether. Naotional purtics grest in
their day and with renowned leaders
have dissolved and disappeared, some of
them whoss very names are doomed to
be furgotion, becauso the people nesded
them a8 agents no lupger, What, then,
ghould be the fute of those political or-
gunizers who make o Frankepstein
monster out of this party mwuchinery for
consolidating and wonopolizing personal
power, pelf nnd patronnge? Lot thom
be crushed vnder theiv own contrivanoce,

When any orgouized foree ocompoels
the voters und tukes from the peaple or
from any popular party o fair vight of
selection mmong men and weasures, it
should, by whatever combination of
good citizens, be overthrawn, Tho tyr-
unny of un absolute monarch is pallioted
by glittering pompe and illnsions which
gtimulate o nentiment of personal loyal,
ty, but o "boss'' tyranny in a repablic
is worep than uny monarchy to live un-
der, for it fosters uwo high seutimwont
aud lina no veil of illusion ; its bare hid-
eougness is like thot of nswinging slkele-
ton it is altogether viclous, and thriv s
by pwisoning the lifeblood of solf giv-
ornment. — Professor Schonler in Pghlie
Dpinion. / 5

BLOOMSBURG, PA.

PICKEREL TRAVEL IN PAIRS,

Crawford's Disvovery of This Faet, and
Wouod Plit's Disturbing Question,

“It's quesr, fsn't it, how pickerel al-
ways travel in patre,” sadd Major Craw-
ford of Campbell Hall,

“Why, do they, Major?” inguired the
Hon. Charles T. Duuning, interested as
onos.

“Do they?" replivd the Major. *Why,
ml‘lnhﬂy Iht-.\' do! 1 discoverad the fact,
I think. and in a very curious way, 1
nover go pickerel fishing in the Wall-
kill without taking my vifle along with
me in the boat, for ducks are liable to
come flying abont this time of year,
mallards, principally, and there isn't
unything munch better to follow pickerel
st dinner than mallard duck. My rifle,
wlways fittod with a hair trigger, o
there will be no delay in its going whon
Ipull, I invariably place between my
Jtnees ns I eit and troll, so as to have it
handy,

“One day I was out on the river this
wiay, trolling for pickerel and ready for
ducks, 1 got o big strike on the troll,
hooked it, and hanled in,
the pickerel almost to the boat 1 spied a
lot of mallards coming up the river. 1
kept cool, Ianded the® pickerel all right,
and dropped the troll out so as not o
loso time, Just then the ducks came
into nice range. 1 fired. Ducks began
to tumble. Chug! came another strike
on my line, 1 hooked it, and landed &
socond pickerel before the last diuok had
fallen, I counldn't have dome that, don't
you ses, if it wasn't o fact that pickerel
travel in pairs; and that's the way 1 dis-
covered the interesting fact,” concluded
the Major.

“I son," said Mr. Dunning,
many ducks did you kill, Majory"

“8ix,"” was the reply,

There was an impressive silence for
awhile, Wood Pites of the St, Elms
broke it by asking:
| “Did  they all fall in

Majory”

Mr. Dunning reproved Wood Pitts

for asking such a disturbing gquestion,

. but the Major didu't deign to notice it.
| —New York Sun,

“Howr

the boat,

Makos n Fretty Penny Out of Pennles.

It is not generally known that all the

| minor coins of base metal, such as pen-

| nies and nickels, are made at the Phila-

| dolphia mint, and that nearly 100,000,000

| pennies are coined here every year. This

large number is occasioned by the fact

| that thousands of pennies aro lost an-

nually, and the Government has some

| difficulty in muintaining the supply.

| The profit to the Government on their

manufacture is large. The blanks for

| making them are purchased for $1 per

{ thonsand from a Cincinnati firm that
produces them by contract,

| Blanks for nickes are produced in

the same way, costing Uncle Sam only

11.2 cents apiece. Gold is coined in

i Philadelphisn and fan Francisco. Not

anough of it comes into the mint at New

| Orleans to make the coinage of it worth

while. Gold pieces arc the only coins

{ of the United States which are worth

their face value intrinsically. A double

| eagle coutains $20 worth of gold with-

out counting the one-tenth part copper.

Ilnd Lots of Time,

A foppish young man, with a football
crop of hair, was walking along Chest-
nnt streat the other evening, when a lit-
tle urchin asked him the time,

“Ten minutes to nine,” said the
masher,

“Well,” gaid the boy, “‘at nine o’clock
| get your hair ent,” and he took to his
heels and ran down Tenth street,

The masher ¥an after him, and in
turning the corner came in contact with
4 policeman, nearly knocking him
down,

“What's up?” asked the policeman.

The masher, very much out of breath,
said: |

*You see that young brat running
down the street? He asked me the
{ thme; 1 told him ten minutes to nine,
and he suid;

***At 9 o'clock get your hair cut.”’

“Well, remarked the policeman,
“what are yon running for! You've

vight minutes yet."—Philadelphin Re-
cord,

The Better the Day the “l"lﬂ'l“ the Deed.

After the regular service at the Bap-
tist Temple yesterday morning, the com-
munion table was uncovered and while
those who had merely come to hear the
sermon were going ont, the pastor, the
Rov. Russell H. Conwell, and the des-
cons prénared for the solemnu rite that
was to follow,

The silver goblets were filled with
wine, broad was broken and the andi-
ance was already hushed by the impres-
sive preliminaries, when a man, a little
past middle nge, with nunkept whiskers
and linen besmirehad, stepped forward
to the altar., His gl ves and hat was all
that remained of respectability, and
thoss were the wore for wear bat his
manners were a8 exguisite as those of a
polished Frenchman, He stepped
blithely up to Dr. Conwell, tou hed him
gently on the shoulder, and with the air
of & mun paying profuse compliments,
he said:

*“My friend may I touch you fora
five to get back to New Yorkt”

The touch didn't work and the cere-
mony proceeded, while the un’tept one
moved away absorbed in deep thought.
—Philadelphin Record,

Waunted to Know the Game,
Perry Patettic—Mister, can yon give
me a dimet
Wallace—None of my good money
goea for whisky, my friend.
“Itdon't! How do yon work ity'—
Cincinnuti Enquirer,

He'd Loave the Town,
Maglstrate—Will yon leave the town
if I let you got
Flippunt Culprit—8ure thing. I don't
belivye veal estate in this section is
worth carrying away. — Chicago Tri-
bune,
] lu_n; n Thousand,
The glorious oharge of the Light Brigade,
By Tennyson femously sung,
Il.t::'l-hhﬁ o lliut-rhloh mwr doctor made
w o look ut my torvue,
o~ —YEL:W'IN.\!I.

Just as T had |

ANY ONE run down, or emaciated
from any cause whatever, will be
! helped at once by the use of

Scolls Emulsion.
of Cod-liver Oil and Hypophosphites.
It possesses in a peculiar sense flesh-

2 mq«qm»mmm!

There are plenty of cases where pet-

making, strength-giving elements. l

sons have gained a pound a day by
taking an ounce of Scott’s Emulsion. [

soc. and &1 at all drugglsta.
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GIVES ™eBEST LIGHT IN THE WGRIR APARSCIUTELY SAFE

ALEXANDER BROTHERS & (0.

DEALERS IN

Cigars, Tobacco, Candies, Fruits and Nuts

SOLE AGENTS FOR
Henry Maillard's Fine Candies.

PENINTEY GoOoDs A SPECIALTY.

Fresh Every Week.

SOLE AGENTS FOR
F .F. Adams & Co's Fine Cut Chewing Tobacco

Bole agenta for the followlng brands of Clgurs

daary Clay, Londres, Normal, Indian Princess,

Samson, Silver As

Bloomsburg Pa.

our early buying.

STO
AT W. H. MOORE’S

And see the largest collection of shoes in the county.
bought before the advance in prices.

All
You get the benefit of

Our fall and winter underwear and hosiery is now on
our counters at prices never heard of before,

Coxnrn IroN Axnp Maiy Sta. W' H' noore‘

“A handful of dirt may be a house-
ful of shame.” Keep your house
clean with

SAPOLIO

B, F. SuarrLESS, Pres.

town,

in a short time,
Lots secured on SMALL

plication,

N. U. Fuxg, Sec,

C. H. CamprpeLL, TREAS.

= BLOOMSBURGC =
LAND IMPROVEMENT COMPANY.
CAPITAL STOCK, $30,000.

Plotted property is in the coming business centre of the
It includes also part of the factory district, and has no
equal in desirability for residence purposes.

CHOICE LOTS are offered at values that will be doubled

No such opportunity can be had elsewhere to make money.

MONTHLY
Maps of the town and of plotted property furnished on ap-

PAYMENTS-

Call upon or write to the Secretary, or J. 8. Woods, Sales
Agent, or any member of the Board of Directors.

B. F. BHARPLEsS;
C. W. NEar,
Dr. H, W. McRey~NoLbs,

A. G, Bricas,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

J. L Dizroy,
Dr. I. W, WirLrrs,
N. U. Fuxk.

¥Prices Low and

tory manner,

teed.

IRON STREET,

1i-19-

C‘\ood Work.

For the finest and best stoves, tinware, roofing, spouting
and general job work, go to W, W, Watts, on Iron street,
Buildings heated by steam, hot air or hot water in a satisfac-
Sanitary Plumbing a specialty,

I have the ex¢lusive control of the Thatcher steam, hot
water and hot air heaters for this territory, which is acknowl-
edged to be the best heater on the market. All work guaran-

W. W. WATTS,

Hloomsburg, Pa,
1021y
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2 PopuLAR MAGAZINES!

FRANK LESLIE'S

OPULAR
MONTHLY

Conulmlonch 'I;t;nlh ' 9 nal “;:hrﬁo:m

Fronlisplece Quarto L]

Matter ; 100 New and High -.clau !I'intg

tiona; More Literary Muatter and llustra=

tlons than m; other Magazine in America
25¢te,; $3a Year,

Frank Leslie’s Pleasant Hours

FOR BOYS AND CIRLS.
A Trlght, Wholssomeo, Juvenllo Monthly,
oy Uiasirated, The best writers for Young
fl“ ople conteibnty to Ik, 10 oté ; $1 & your,

SEND ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO
THE COLUMBIAN, Bloomsburg, Pa.

CLUD RATEE
The COLUMBIAN and Frank Leslle's
P opmilar Momehly one year far #1580, or
L Lils paper and Measant Hours for Boys
A nd Girlg, tor #1.80,

Undoubtedly the Best Club Offers

fend lin's Publishing House, N.T.
B L hastvated Promivem List, Pros:

e

" THE MARKETS.

BLOOMSBURG MARKETS.

COMRECTED WNNELY., RETAIL FRIORS,

Butterperlb...iccvevenee§

W22
Eggs per dozen.. . cvvunss 20
Lard pet D ..coviasavneaas 10
Ham per pound.......o00us oa2f
Pork, whole, per pound...... 06
Beef, quarter, per pound, ... .07
Wheat per bushel........... b5
Oats e S R T 28
Rye $ 8 ki eeres .50
Wheat flour per bbl.,...,.... 3.60
Hay perton....ov,v.oeae 12 10 $14
Potatoes per bushel, ........ .30
Turnips * W sensgianis .25

Onions “ % . .. ... .50

Sweet potatoes per peck.,...25 to .30
Tallow per b, . ..... 43

Sholder @ 8, s s enas a1
Side meatBiv, . . ecsesn 07
Vinegar, perqte....ccvvenes 07
Dried apples per b, , ., ...... .05
Driei cherries, pitted. ,..... 10
R“p erriesoctoo-'l'.|ouln «12
Cow Hides per Ib.......... 3%
L s L SR e P .05
CRIESEIN. . oo aaneaaas o .80
Sheep pelts, . ...evvnorsonns 75
Shelled corn per bus, . ,,.... 6o
Com meal, CWt.,v.oivenesss 2.00
Bran, IR S =g 1.00
Chop SRR S 1.10
Middlings “ ............ 1.10
Chickens per lbnew ......, o8

‘e i“ & 0|d..-.. s .10
ity T WSS e o 10
Geese A s T 10
Ducks ¢« % . . eeuoe. .08

COAL,

No, 6, delivered............ 2.40
saana R e e 3-5°
O atyard. .c..ussieraens 2.35
“gand 5at yard..,,...... 3.2§

E. A. RAWLINGS.

==DEALER IN—
All Kinds of Meat,

Beef, Veal, Lamb_ Mutton,

Pork, Hams, Bacon, Tongues,

Bologna, &e. Free Delivery

to all parts of the town.

CENTRE STREET,
BELOOMSBURC, PA.

s&@™Telephone connection.

I)AT b‘ N 'I‘S

4

Cavoats and Trade Marks obtained, and alf
;;s;.lp::t Lustiess conduted for MODERATH

OUR OFFICE I8 OFPOSITE THE U, & PAT-
ENT OFFICE, We bave no sub-agenoles, all
business direof; hence can trinsnot patent bust
uesa In 1ess tlme and st Less Cost than those 1o
mote from Washington,

Sond model, drmwing or photo, with deserip
tlon. We ndvise If patentable or pot, free ol
clinrge.  Our fee not due UL putent 15 securvd
lr-:h""u. "{ln\:‘ r;:uhf-un Patonts,” with refoer
MOeR TO notunl cllonta Ln 3 A y 0
town sent free.  Addross il S

U AVBNOW & €0, Washington, D. €1
(Opposite U, 8 Patent ommE: !

n Bring the Babies.
INSTANTANEOUS PROCE3S USED.

Surdictly first-clas; pruaranteed phull‘i.:tﬂ]‘l‘-‘l
crayons and copivs at reasonable prices.  We
use exclusively the Collotion Arlstotype pa:
pers, thus mecuring greater leaimty of finish

and permanes CAI'WELL,

HARKET SQUARE GALLERY.
I1-22-1y,

vy ol resulisg,

Cver Hartman's Stoee

GET YOUR
JOB PRINTING
DONE AT THE

COLUMBIAN OFFICE




