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The best burning oil that
can be made from potro-
leum.
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It gives a brilliant light, Tt wall not
grivoke the chimneys, Tt will not char the
It has & high fire test. Tt willdnot
It s pre-eminently a family safety
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We Challenge Comparison with any

other illuminating o1l made.

We sinke our Reputation, as Refiners

upon the statement that it is

The Best Oil
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closet and locked the door upon it,

Mrs. Bell at once demanded an ex-
planation, and her niece, Miss Rose
Mayne, seconded the demand strongly;
thereupon Mr. Bell struck the attitude
popular with eandidates when they say
“My fellow-countrymen,” and said:

“Ladies, I am but human, singular as
the stitement may seem; but 1 am
nevertheless a being of ideas and re-
sources—"'

“We are always acquiring informa-
ton," interrupted Mrs, Bell

“Rose," continued Mr. Bell, serenely,
turning to the younger lady, “as u
gchool-tencher you must have studied
suvenile human nature, and you must
have been shovked by the fact that
children cease to believe in the good
old stories of Santa Claus wnd his rein-

During the balnnce of the evening,
until ni o'clock, there was n great
tlhonl of netive preporation in progress in
the Dell mansion; the north room was
1idiedd, and n  semi-cirele of chairs
placed for the expected guests, who be-
gin to arrive ot the stipulnted time.
Mr. Dell wos ina fine frenzy of excite-
went; he declured to his  wife, in o
whisper, that he felt like a boy agalin,
und who replied that she was ten yenrs
younger than she was before he une
folded his delicious scheme. Ty half-
pust nine all the guests, lnrge and small,
were in their places; Mr, Moon, o young
mun who had been studying lnw for ten
years, and who hoped =oon to be ad-

ne

A PERFECT BANTA CLAUS,

ourage was generally unswerving and
uncompromising, tried to stifle a shriek,

corpse.  Mrs. Pell was falnting comfor-
tably in her armehniv, amid most of the
ehildren hnd vanighed, It wos then that
Miss Rose appronched Mr. Moon, wring-
fng hier honds and weeping beautifully,

“Mr, Moon,”" she ervied, “you see the
sufferings of my uncle, nnd yon stand

here idle.  Cin you not resene him 2"

“Mign Rose” snid the intrepld young
maon, *I can get him out of that in five
minutes; jt rests with you whether 1

tressing work, Santa emerged from the
chimney, a poor, battered efMigy of him-
self,  Mr. Moon assisted him to the
ground and into the house, where the
children and the other guests crowded
ubout him and lnughed; for children al-
ways will laugh when they ought to
weep.

When Mr, Bell was recovered suffl-
slently, he leaned against the back of &
chuir—he was too weak for an attitude
—und suid:

“Children, if you tell about thisaround
town, I'll have you all arrested and sent
to the penitentiary for life, And you,
Johnnie, for that titter I'll make you
suw a cord of green wood. I want you
ullto go home and tell your parents that
Santa Claus ia the biggest hoax of the
10th century, and I'll guarantee every

in a short time,
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All Kinds of Ment,

Beef, Veal, Lamb, Mutton,
Pork, Hams, Bacon, Tongues,
Bologna, &e. Free Delivery

to all parts of the town.
CENTRE STREET,
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Christmas to a child, if the ehilddoesn't | 1he ol mney, ns though Sauta had just | old chimney taken down. - ‘ 3 ———
believe in Santa Claus? Where are all y #glicd, and then they heard him de- | One day in March Mr, Moon led his For the finest and best stoves, tinware, roofing, spouting
the romance nnd poetry of the oc- | seend the Interlor of the chimney; low- "

slon? My own ehildren are skeptical
when | tell them the charming legend
of Kris Eringle; 1 have undertaken to
convines them thut there is a Banta
Clans; 1 have declded to let them see
Santa Cluus in person.”

This announcement naturally plensed
the ludies; apd their excitement was
quite intense when Mr. Bell produced
8 bundle from the closet and opened
it, producing a lot of ancient furs and a
bearskin hat that had probably been
used by a drura major of the town
band: to plense the lndies he donned
his costume at once, wnd they voted

o1 and lower he came, until finally his
legs were In the room, and they kicked
funavery human and prosaic way. After
they had kicked for awhlile, and no more
of the visitor's body appeared, it be-
gan todawn upon everybody that Santa
was in diffleulties, The children and
the older visitors sat staring at the legs

for a few minutes, and then Mr, Moon, |

who was o man for an emergency, gal-
lantly rushed to the resoue. He seized
Banta's ankles and pulled with all the
force of a pair of gymnasinm-educated
nrms, but he didn't seem to make any
Leadway, for Santa yelled In o voles

|

bride to the altar; he held his head high
and his eye sparkled. After the cere-
mony there was a dinner at Mr. Bell's
residence, and Mr. Bell himself wus ra-
diant wih good humor and hospitality,
He called the young couple aside, and
indulged in an attitude and o specch:
“My beloved cnes,” he began, “the
morning of life opens radiant to you;
sunlight glimmers upon the waters,
there are blue skies overhend, and—er—
the robin redbrensts are twittering on
the boughs, Dut divk duys of tempest
und storm may come; rolling waves

may threaten your barlk, and then re- |
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hinve invited a few good little boys and
girls of the neighborhood; and Mr. unid
Mrs, Browster will be hore, and young
Mz, Moon; I have let them iuto the se-
cret. You will tell the ehildren to hang

would be a good plan to send fn o fire
alarm, but his wife erushed him with o
look, and #aid that the only way she
suw was to toke the bricks out of the
ehimnoy; and she added;: **This comea

“Well, I sec it's snowing, and there's
enough on the ground to make sleigh-
Ing. Will you lend us your reindeer
und sled for awhile?"
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