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Wil I tell ye thae story of the Bally-
MAlin ghost?" Faith, will I, your
homor; but it's a mighty small matier,
sfter all. He waa a poor croature, was
that same, and so's the luve o' thewm
when you some te reckon ‘e np. Sure,
ghosts le nothing but shadows at all,

what harm is there In a shadow?

& that [ ever heard of, barrin' Put

Donovan's, that be struck with his

blackthorn when he was coming home

Carrickmahon Falr, thinking that

was some rasonl thut was following

of him, snd just sent his stick through

Widow Mahoney's window, which cost

bl five shillings, worse luck, for mend-
img she broken glase and frame.

Well, thin is the truth of It your
Bonor., Ballykillin Castle was haunted
Wy » ghost Faith it was for I've
men it with nobody’s eyes but my own.
Osh! he was the ghostof a big scoun-
d@vel, he was—the 'bad baronet” they
ealled him, who betrayed his country
i= the tims o' William of Orange. and
waa found dead one fine tnorning inhis
ewn eourt-yard with s bullet through
Ids wioked hoart Not s soul ever koew
who did it; but, whoever it was, he had
Whe blessings of all the country round:
dor he was s mighty great rascal, was
B Roderick Shanua

There never was a Shane like him be
fore or since; for they've all been gen-
tlsmen, every baronet of them. And
there was no finer gentleman in Ireland
tbhan my own colonel Sir PMeter Shane,
who commanded the regiment I was
out with in India, before | zot my dis-
charge for being crippled in the left leg
in a scrimmage with the Indians

Bless the desr old colonel! There
wasn't & boy in the regiment who
wouldm't have died for him: and when
be asked if there was ever a man with
pluck enough to go up to the castle and
spe whether there was & ghost in it or
not, itsashamed of myself thatl would
have becn if [ hadn't been the first %o
volunteer for the job

But I'm hurrying on a bit too fast
For you must know that Ballykillin
Castle had been shut up and left to go
%0 waste for years upon years, all be-
eause of that murdering, thieving old
ghost.  And so was the lovely demesue
all around it, with its oak and beech
trees and shady walks all grown over
with weeds and rubbish, and its pretty

gardens running wild for want of a |

gardener.  For never a soul would go
mear the place, und the bove would
walk miles out of their
to give it a wide berth
pity, so it was entirelr

So Sir Pater, he says:  “‘Here's tals
fine old house of mine all run to wrack
aua ruin because of o bit of stupid
perstition;” snd the brave old wan
would have gone himsalf to pas<anight
in the castie, 10 prove there was no

host at all, only his good lady and the

is¢ Shanes wouldn't let him.

Well, then, when I said 1 would go
infd the castle after dark and see (!
thire was & ghost or not, he just shoolk

with me and said I was a boid
amd if I did it he would give me
angl fridges 480 to start housekeeping
o when we were married. But 1 said
1 would do it for the love of him and
family, met for the money, though
sure that same would come in handy
for the wedding.

But Biddy, when she heard what 1
was after, threw her arms round my
meck and held me fast, saying:

“Och! Timothy darling, sure you'll
mever go and do such & thing. You'll
be kilt and murdered, that's whatyeu'll
be, and leave me a widow before we
ame married.”

‘Fuith. no.," saps 1; “the ghost won't
hurt me, if there is ome; and if there
fan't the colouel can get into the cas-
tle and live among us, and needn't be
S0 absentes any more at all”

“But oeh!" says Blddy; "if the ghost
doesn’t kill you, swra be'll frighten you
out of your blossed wita, and it's & poee
doluded lunatic shat I'll have for » hus
baad all my days”

Well, your honor, it was mighty hard
work that Ihad to quiet the colleen, and
perauade her to lot me go without any
mere howling. Aad all the folks im
Ballykillin, when they saw me march
«if 1o the castle With my stick and my
bag of vituals over my shoulder, swore
Pd pever some back with my wits
about me, even if I didn't leave my

behind.

ut I'd faced the black niggers out
fo India. and ! didn't believe there was
& ghost half as ugly or vicious as the
best of thesn. I'd heard ghost stories
#elorein my time, and never know of one
whers saything worse happened thana
bit of & frights and sure, thinks 1, if
You're not frightened what harm can
coms to you at all?

S0 1 marched up to the ocastle with
névar a twltter of the heart. whistling

way o nights
teh! it was a

‘Plonegan's Wake" just for company’s |

sake, and ready to face all the ghosts
in the bad place or out of it The rusty
fron gates at the entrance of the de-
meane were hangiug los their
hinges, and the pretty all
in ruins, with the creeping ivy grow-
ing over it ‘The rosd under the big
trees up the avenue wius all covered
with weeds, and a mighty big pond that
you lay under s sheet of nasty
green stuff that bad gathered on it for
years
And the castle stood out grim snd
¥y against the blood-red sunset be
Ind, just like the haunted house that
you see in the pileture-book. Dut it
didn't daumt me with all it queer
looks: =0 1 marched straight up to the
old door; and put in the key. It wanted
& twist. 1 tell you, to turn the key in
the lock; bot I soon got the door open,
and then 1 waa in the dark old hall, all

T
i

Or

W

~ ik ;J. E.J Gootnln.;

| ma quiel ss & churoh-yard, barring the

| mouttering of the rats and bats which I
set fiying, without by your leave ™

| Then I stepped up the old staircase
and, och! how It erncked and croaked
under my feet; and little wonder, for

my pipe Ia my mouth 1 took
out that lsak, s0 aa [ conld say
something coivil ‘to him: but never a
limb did I move.

‘#ood-evening, your honor!" says L
“Sure, you must be the ghost of the
bad—I1 beg your honor's pardon—of Sir
Roderick Shane, | moan.™

“Man," oried the ghost in & hollow
volce, ''do you dare sit there in my

nee?'
“Faith,” says L “T do. Why wouldn't
b

“Do you not know," snys he, ‘'what
fearful risks you run?"

‘No," says I, *'l don't; and would be
much obliged for particulars of the
sama "

“Your roason,” says ha, “your very
lifo is in danger.™

“Well, now,"” says 1, “you don't say
that? Sure I'd like to know how you

phites of Lime and Soda
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make it out”

“At a word from me,”’ sayvs the ghos,
“sou might be driven Into raving mad-
ness or drivelllng idiogy. | could blast
you as by a lightuing-stroke, or erush
you into dust.”

“Indade, then,"
ma you don't"

“But” says he, "l canuot long for-
bear.”

“Can't you™ says L “'Wall, then, if
I may ask without offence, how long
will you be forbearing?”

it hndn't beea troddem on by mortal
feet for maybe s hundred yearsor mors. ]
And 20 | went on through the old rooms
and galleries with never & bit of furni- |
ture in them, barring a rickety chalr
and a table here and there and ragged
tapestry and rusty armor on the walls
Fuith! 1t was a pity to ses such a fine
place ail full of pothing et all, and the |
sizbs_of it _pus the courage into my
heart to try and get the ghost ouk

I went into one room sfier the other |
{iligant places with chimney-pieces al |  ./n4jl to.morrow night,” says he
covered with .ﬁgum snd coillnr” **You hare intruded h--r:. no ilﬂ:}"-. in
painted and divided off iuto squares, | {.. . unce. Begone at onee, and I will
Just like a palacs Bub mover a one| spure you; but never again presume to
had s sound window im It for all the |, oy on my domain,"
glass was broken and smashod as though Well, the ghost talking in this way
there had been o0 slection or & pattera | 0 110" 614 golonel's property os his
falr outside. At last] cametoone thav| , 0 begsn to get my blood up.
was pretty weather-tight, and thers I | But I kept as cool as | could, and said:
made myself snug for the night. 1 got ; “Sume it's very good of your honor to
[l: soms old furniture, aad broke it up let me off so easy: bnt ] ask your pardon

r a fire in the grate, keeping a table ; if 1 say that this is vot your domain at
and chair for myself o have my supper; | .y [y ygad 1o bo, I allow: but it be

and thon | sat down and lighted my : hen
bive audl waited for e ghqﬂ. ]Ilunn now to my old colonel Sir Peter

says 1, “it's lncky for
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the moon came out sad peeped through
the window as much as w say, 'Tim
Macarthy, my boy, sure I've come to
Keep you company.”

to appeer; so the folks said He was
s reguler as the rent-collector, was
that ghost. if pou was to believe al

after sunrine; 8o I thought I knew wheo
| %o expect him.
fure enough. just ws the wock, far

I heard a queer nolse .
myself
fore heard in my life

of the wounded on the battle-field, with

mal

ing.”

So I put myself in » genteel position,
with one leg crossed over my knee, and
kept my pipe in my mouth, and held

and listened and presently I heard a
creaking of the boards, such as I made
myself whea I was coming up the old
staira

Well, your homar, the sounds of the

would be telling yo a lla
up my courage as well 1
myself theve was nothing
of. and that sa [ had come to do
job | must go through with it
Se 1 was as 0ol ag the
when they Intreduced
river; and, by my soul, 1 needed 1o be
that, whea 1 tell you what happened
next  As [ lve, the doer just in froni
of me sawung slowly opem. Mt by bif,
with never a hand that. | could see to
set it moving: and when it was wide
open, fhers, in tha full light of the
moon, stood s figure that looked just
awful
It was the ghost sure cnough [t
was the shadow of the "“bad baronet,™
| Str Roderick Shane, dressed as bhe was
two hundred years ago, when they put
! @ bullet into him for his behavior. He
had on au elegant green coat slashod
with gold lace, und under it a white
frilled shirt with as ugily red stainover
the laft breast There wus & long wig
on his head, reaching down over his
' shoulders, and be had knee-baota, with
spurs. on his legs, and a sword by his
.‘i(k.
But. faith! it was not his figure, nor
yet his dress, that looked so queer. It
was his face, white and pasty, llke that
' of u corpge, and his horrible dead cyes
" with never o bit of light in them, his
j bloodless Mps parted and showing a
| row of ugly bluck tecth, that sent a
| shiver through me in spite of myseif, 1
| wasn't afrald, though—niver a bit! and
¢ 1 hadn't looked at him for above & min-
ute or two before 1 gos used to him en-
tirely.

Well, be stood and glered at me, ssl
sat and looked et him, with my

log orgesed over my koes sad

HE STOOD THRRE AND GLARED AT M

Och! it was all nice and quiet, mdrqh“'nq' God bless him'—and as T am

I

1 knew I wonld | gave one of his dismul gro
see nothing of the ghost if he came at Il
wll ] midnight as that was his time

I

you heard, ond pever steyed & minute | ssose two can phay atfthat gue, and 1
off, struck the last stroke of midnight, | 4o be here at all,
“What's thet, snyhow? 1 says to .decent folk out of it aver since you got
For it was siich a sound as [ never be- l
poor creature groaning, worse thanany | gld place alope™

just & touch of a wail now and then says the ghest
like & howl at a wake, but more dis | mon soidier! dare you speak to me like

“Faith!” thinks L, *‘the ghost is com- & an ancient house, to whom you might,

Xt fits Hke the papey
on the wall.»

'Of course it does if ity (],
'nght kind, and it adds eyepy.
thing to the cheerfulness of the
room.
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work. Workmen sent apy.
where, ’
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“How dare you address me thus?” w'
“You—a mean, com- e =
this—t0 me, » geutloman, the head of

in days gone by, have been the basest
menial in his service™
This wasn't eivil, but I kept my

i ghost,” says I ‘that's right
Mﬁ.‘":ll that might have been long
age, you waadone for: but, surs,
times has changed simoe then, and }
dare do & deal mow that would have
been & liberty smca™

“Vile dog!™ said the ghost, *I will
pariey with you ne longer. But, omee
more, beware how you trespass here
agnin It I discover you within these
walls to-morrow night yeur doom iy
death. Farewelll™

“A good-night to your honor,” sayn
L getsing up for the first timae, so ae te
be & bit civil now he was departing.
Then ! heard him go creaking amd
groaniag along the till the
sound of him was lost in the distsnce

I couldn's belp bursting out laughing.
1 slapped my thigh and says to myself:
“Faith! I've had the best of bim thia
time, anyhow.”

Well, 1 thought I would se¢ no more
of him that might so I just curled my
self up on the big sest in the window,
and soon was fast asleep

[TO BE CONTINUED.)
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A New Diea.
Moneybags—DBut you haven't enough

H. M

MORAL.:
INVITE: THEM T0'YOUR STO

to support my deughter,

Impecune—I1f she is as extravagant
as that, sir, you should be thankful to
bave me take her off your hands.—
Judge.

A Bagunclous Conclusion, I

"What did Danicl do in the Hon's !
den?" inquired the twacher,

“Ho must have had a regular '-uhl
cns,” replied the smart bad boy, after |
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