farmer's Department,

Ave Hens Profiiable |

Tue ingquiry often arvises anong in-
experienced firmersas tothe actual prof-
its of keoping hens, many afirming that
they destroy more than they are worlh,
This I am convineed, after several years
experimenting, is not troe, but that
they ure of more profit than any other
fowl ralsed upon afarm. 1 usunlly keep
about fifty, which are allowed toran st
large over the farm or remain in the hen
house. By thus giving them freedom
to stroll about, they get much to eat
which, were they confined, would have
to be supplied to them in corn, grain,
ete. 1 feed regularly, every morning
during the year, to them two guarts of
corn, This, with =our milk in snmmer
and s few boiled potatoes In winter, to-
gether with pleaty of pure water, i all
the food they require.  During the year
1864 1 sold 480 dogen of eges Tor 126,30,
besides using whit was required (oo
family of six persons. During 1565 1
riised 115 chickens, and sold 552 dozen
egis, which atthe avernge price reccived
amounted to #1560, The chickons 1
sold for thirty cents aplece, making $31.-
o, w profit on 50 hens of 18700, Thix
s my experience in keeping hens, and 1
have always found, where they were
well kept, that they would yield a pro-
fitnble reward. The labor required to
take care of them is very Hittle, and 1
would urge all who have any doubts us
to thelr profitableness to try the experi-

moent,
B e

The Grass Land,

WHAT can be done with grass lands
this spring to Increase thelr yield of
products and the consequent profit
arising from them ? Barnyard manure,
unless very fine and thumu[ﬂaly rotéed,
should not beapplied in the Spring, and
most farmers indeed, cannot afford to
apply their barnyard manure to grass
lands, The cultivated fields absorb all
of this. Guano, if of the best quulity
would greatly benefit meadows and
pastures, if applied early in the season;
so will plaster, Ume, ashes and salt,
Marl and muck in many places are
useful,

The applieation of liquld manure,
we think, would be o paying operation.
In many places it can be cheaply made,
and the product of meadows might be
doubled by its timely use. Irrigation
should be resorted to inall places where
possible, Water is the cheapest and
most effective fortilizer ever used on
graas  lands, Searifying the sod will
sometimes greatly increase the yield.
A sharp toothed drag will do this if
thoroughly used. Don't neglect the
grass lands; improve them by some
means, for grass is the most profitable
and important product of the Ameri-
can farmer.—Rural New Yorker

The Poluts of a Good Working Ox,

Tur head should be long and slender.
The short headed ox may start tolerably
quick at the whip but will soon forget
it. Theeye should be sharp but pleas-

ant. The black-eyed ox is apt to run
away. For strength he should have n
bosom. For travelling the legs

should be straight and the nukle small-
er than the foot; the toe should be di-
rectly forward. I the animal toe out
the kneo will bend in, and the leg will
be as much weaker than a straight one
as o crooked stick is weaker than a
straight one for bearing n welght placed
on the top of it; with such a form the in-
side claw isliable to be strained. Avoid
the long peaked hoof. Let the back be
straight from head to taill—though from
the hiE backwards, if heslope a little it
is not Much of & fault, but don't let him
rise in that part. For hardihood, the
round bullt or round ribbed ox, one
that is not in danger of knocking his
hips off in going through the woods
best. Heshould be trained to the yoke
quite young. Three pairs early put to
work, but not over worked, would do
as much labor as four pairs that are not
hroken until they have nearly attained
their growth.
HRotation of Crops, i .
Nreven plant twicesuceessively on the
same ground. Change your seeds every
year, and if possible get them from an-
other seetion of country, put the ground
in good condition, plant in drills two
und a half feet apart, and from twelve
to fifteen inches in the row. Cut the
potatoes two eyes.  After the first plow-
ing give them a top-dressing of plaster
and ashes, Cultivate well until they
are in blossom, then keep all weeds
pulled out, and a satisfctory crop will
be the result, Work on the farm when
rightly direeted Is full of interest and
produces satisfactory results, The farm-
€1 15 not only a consumer, but he 18 also
a producer, and therefore a benefactor
of the human rave, The prosperity of
this conntry greatly depends upon the
development of agricalture, Puralyze
this urm and what would b the pesult?
The wheels of the manufacturer would
atop, the merchunts’ doors would Lo
closed, the sail that whitens every ave-
nue of commerce would be furled and
prosperity would de at an end, not to
be reMived until the revivalof that pow-
er which ereates the wenlth of the world,
viz., agriculture.

Presarving Furs.
I'uw following for preserving furs will
interest our lady readers about now;
One ounce gum camphor, und one
ounce powderd shell of red pepper, are
marcerated in elght ounces of strong
wleohol for seven daysand then strained,
With this tincture the furs nnd clothes
are sprinkled over and rolled up in
sheets. This remedy is used in Russia,
under the name of *Chinese tincture
for moths,"" and Is found very effective,

-

Peach Trees

Tris is the best mosth to prune peach-
trees, take out all dend wood § shorten
back the last year’s growth one thind
to one half; take away entire most of
the puny little twigs, and shorten others
back Into spurs for bearing another
yeur, Clear awiy all boreps from the
roots.

THE (‘ULUM B1. \N

Sovr the Young folks.

History of n» Woeanthercook.
There wis onee upon o time n hand-
some Hen, who Hved very comfortabily
In o conrt-yurd surronnded by her nu-
merots family, among whom thero was
one chicken that was both lone and
ugly, Now this was the one the moth-
o Toved best of all, for that is the way
with mothers.

This eripple had been hintehed from a
tiny little g, He was indeed no more
thao ahalf achicken, for he had only one
eye, one wing and one clawy and for
all that he gave himself more alrs than
his father did;, who wasthe handgomest
and most bravest and most gentleman-
ly cock iuall the fowl-yards for sixty
milles round.  This ehlek thought him-
sOIf the Phanix of his race. 1 the oth-
er cocks ughed at him, he thought it

Httle nttention that he paid to them.

One doy hesaid to has mother ““Look
here, Mother,  The country wearles moe;
I havemude up roy mind to go to Court,
I want to see the King and Queen.'

The poor mother began to tremble
when she heard these words,

SMy =o' she exelaimed “who coulil
have put such nonsense into your head?
Your father has never once been outside
his domain, and he is the pride of his
race,  Why, where would you find such
@ etourtsyvardnsyou hnve here? Orwhere
agrander manuresheap? Whore would
you find better or more plentifal food, o
wiarmer hen-roost,or a family that loves
youmore dearly 2"

“Negro," sald Medio-Pollito in Lat-
in, for he wasset up to be a great sehol-
ar. ““My brothers and iy cousing are
ignourant clowns."

“But my son," continued hismother,
“have you never looked at yourself in
the glass ? Haveyou not found out that
you have got one eye and one claw less
than other people?”

“Nay, if youbegin uponthat,” replied
Medio-Pollito, **T shall answer that yon
ought to full down dead for shame at
secing me in such a state. [tis your
faylt and nobody's else,  What sort of

an egg did T come out of, pray? Was
it laid by an old cock ¥
“No, my son," said the Hen, ‘“for

only basilisks come out of those eggs.
You Swere hatched from a very little
egi, but indeed that was no faolt of
mine.'!

“Perhaps,” said Medio-Pollito, his
comb turning as red as scarlet, “‘per-
haps I shall meet with some surgeon
who will put son my missing lmbs,
Agyhow, my mind is moadeup; off I

"

When the poor hen saw that there
wns no way of turning him from his
purpose, she said,—

“AL least, my son, hearken to the
prudent counsel of a loving mother,
Take care not to pnss by any churches
where there is o statue of St. Peter, for
that saint is notat all fond of cocks, and
still less of their crow. Avoid also cer-
tain men whom there are in the world,
called cooks; for they are our mortal
enemlies, and will Wring your neck
soon a8 look at you, And now, my son
8t Raphael, the patron of travelers, be
your guide. Goand ask your father's
blessing.”

Medio-Pallito approached the vener-
able author of hiz existence, and stoop-
ing tolkiss his clow, begged his blessing.
The worthy old vm-k gave itto himwith
more dignity than affeetion, for he was
by no means fond of him on account of
his peevish temper. But lhis mother
wis g0 much moved, thet shewas oblig-
ed to wipe away her tears with n with-
ored lenf.

The Medio-Pollito began his mareh,
clapping his wing and “erowing three
times as a signal of departure,

As he arrived at the banksofl o stream
that was slmost dried up—for it was
summer,—it so happend that the slen-
der thread of water wns hindered from
flowing by o few branches thut had fllen
across its bed,  On seeing the traveler,
the Stream said,—

“Thou secst, friend I can scarcely
move astep,and T have b strength
to push aside these branches that block
up my way. Neither can I make a
round to ayvoid them, forit wouldentives
ly exhaust e,  Thou couldst ensily get
me out of this difficulty by parting the
branches with thy beak., In return,
thou mayest not only quench thy thirst
in my current,but reckon on my servi-
ees 48 soon 48 the rains of heaven shall
have restored my strongth,*

The Chicken replied,—

ST could, but I deg not' choose. o
you think I look like the servantof dir-
ty little streams®"

thou thinkest,” murmured the Stream
in a finting volee.

H1t's very fine for you to boast!"
tumed  Medio-Pollito, wmockingly.
HWhy, one would think you had Just

drawn a prize inthe lattery, or eould be

kure of help from the waters Deluge, !
A dittle farther on ke met the Wind,

I¥ing fuint and helpless on the ground.

world we nll hav® need of one another,
Come near and ook on me.  Seest thoo
what thehentolfsummerhasdone (o me?
tome, so strong, somighty? to me, wi

10
ralso the waves, who lay wasto

the |

This midsummer day has killed me,
I foll nsleop, Intoxieatod by the perfume
of the Nowers with which I was playing,
and here thou seest me swooning, If
thou wouldst but raise me two inches
from the ground with thy beak and fan
me with thy wing, that would enable

my mother and slsters, the Storms, are
busy mending up a fesw old clowds that |
I have torn.  There they will give me
same refreshing desvglits, nnd 1Tshall ves
cover my strength,'

H8ir Wind," replied the ill-natured
Chicken, many atime have you smused
yourselfut my exponse, puffing at mo |
from behiond and blowing upen my qu
like # fn, 50 that all who saw it might

laugh st me.

AThou wilt remember me when least |

was out of envy 3 and if the hens did,he |
sl that 1 was for anger beeause of the |

]:l
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When he enme into the Palace ho HOSIERY, GLOVES, HOURE,

wanted to see the King and Queen, but
the séntinels ealled out to him, “Keep
"‘T?"

througeh o back-door Into n lnrge room
where he saw a great many people pass-
ing to and fro, e asked who they
were, and  wos informed that they
were lils  Majesty's
ronning awny, a8 his mother had ad-
vised him todo, in he marched with
head and crest eroot, .

Immedintely one of the scallions Inid
hands on him, and wrung his neck in o
twinkling.

SHullo there " sald he, “bring me
some hot water that T may pluck this
fowl."

UWiator, my  beautiful erystal lady " |
eried Medio-Pollito, “do not seald me,
I entreat you. Hove pity on ma!”

“Iadst thon any pity on me, when 1
nsked thy help, ill-natured Livd?™" ves
plied the Water bolling with indigna-
tion, and splashing him from head to
fuot, while the soullions soon left him
without a single featherto cover him,

Then the ook Indd hold of him and
put him on the spit.

“PFire, brilliant Fire!" oried ilie un-
happy bird, “thou who art =o powerful
and =0 glorious, have pity on my state,
draw in thy flames and burn e not !

“Wretch ! replied the Fire, “how
darest thouappenl to mo, after having
attem pted to smother me on the pretext
that thou couldst pever need my help?
Come near and see whut 1 can do!™

And, not eontent with browning lim,
he burnt him Wack as einder,

When the cook saw him In thisstate,
he took him by the leg and flung him
outof the window,

Immedintely the Wind eaught hold
of him,

SWind " eried eried Medio-1ollito,
Sy dear and much-honorad Wind!
thou who reignest over all and obeyest
none, mighticstamong the mighty, have

ok,

compassion  on  me, and  leaye me
alone on this rubbizh heap !
“Leave thee!” ronred the Wind

snatching him away In an eddy and
whirling him through the alr like a
shuttloeock, “No, never as long as |
Hve 1"

e get Modio-Pollito down on the top
of o steeple, St, Peter stretehed out
his handand fastened him there, From
that time forth he occupies this post,
blackened, Aattened and  featherless,
lashed by the Raln, puffed at by the
Wind, from whom he is always tryving
to protect his tall,

He is no longer called  Moedio-Pollito,
but Weathereock, But be it known to
you all, that there hestill is reaping the
Just reward for his disobedicnee, his
prideand his Hl-nature,

DRY GOODS, &c.

ARAND OPENING
X GIRANT OPENING

|

Hhear Medio-Pollitg," he sald, *in |m~|

fields, whose power nonecan withstand ¢ |

me to take flight to oy eavern, where !

No, no,my friend; every |
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