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DRIFTING.

I thiere reat for & bardynied sonl ?

I8 there pones for n storm:Lossed bark
To therw Ught whiore denth's sueges roll t

Wil God gulde mn serons Uhe dark ®
For aht It is haed to walt,

To wateh and to sligh for rest,
To long for the apened gute,

To linger In 1dle unrest,

To stand in the pities starm,
Antray In the path of sin,
And sos the Hght, pare and warm,
That steenros foom the gate withing
To feed Lhe waves, diatk and cold,
Come gurgling quite up to onr faet,
To uhiver without the fold,
And long for the weleome swont,

The river of ife runsswift,

And lo! to Ita brighter khore,
My Hle-bont may never dreify,

Fuor the surges that roll before
My waak hauds will nevor guldo,

For the waves that threnten me;
Altme on tempiation's tile

1 am driftlng out toward the sen,

A NIGHT WITH WOLVES,

Away we went at whirlwind speed
over the glistening sheet of snow which
covered the whole country for miles
around.

Four splendid horses drew our sledge,
snd we bounded along noiselessly,
rmoothly, rapidly, like phantoms, We
had some thirty miles to travel; but at
the glorious pace we were going, we
should necomplish it in theee hours, It
wis now eight o’clock § we might fuirly
expoct to bent my chateau by u little past
oleven.

Awny we went! the snow flew past
ud like a vast foaming torrent, while 1
could almost fancy that we were ot rest,
so even, almost imperceptible, was our
motion.,

Suddenly one of the traces gave way,
and in an instant ull our four horses,
young and high-spirited, were kicking
and plungiog fearfully, The broken
trace was only tho least of the damage
dono; and when 1 and Fritz, my ser-
vant, scrambled out, and seizing their
heads, stopped their pranks, we found
that they had kicked themselves almost
entirely free from the sledge,

Had they but done so, and remember-
Ing what afterward occurred, 1 think of
the terrible consequences and tremble,

It took us a full hour's work to re-
pair the damage, and even when this
wus done, we were compelied to go atn
comparatively slow pace, for fear that
something should again give way.

I lighted a cigar, and, well wrapped
in furs and cloaks, leaned lazily and
luxuriously back, enjoying the gentle,
easy motion, and watching the four
horses as they bounded along with the
Light sledge,

On a sudden, however, I noticed that
they seemed to afford Fritz more than
ordinary trouble,

I was aroused from my half dreamy
ptate by heariug him devote them to
the infernal gods, in all the mingled di-
wleets of Poland, Germany, and Russin,
and that for u cause which seldom at-
tacks the indignation of the traveller—
namely, for going too fst,

In spite of his exertions they huad
burst into a furious gallop. e cursed,
pwore, pulled, and tugged in vain.
With alarmed eyes and erected ears the
eager horses disregarded the utmost ef-
fortd of turb and bridle, and deagged us
forward with a velocity 1 should have
thought impossible. As there was no
danger, I was rather amused than other-
wise by the glorious pace at which we
were going.

All on a sudden, however, Fritz ceas-
ed to swear, and, with a hasty ciacula-
tion, loosened the reing, and allowed the
horses to tear ahead at their utmost
speed, without nttempting to stop them.

The beasts are right, right, by u thous-
and devils! I ought to have known it!"

“What do you mean ' [ azked,

He turned in his seat, and said ina
low volce, his fuce pule with emotion:

“The wolves!"

1 stood up in the sledge and looked
back, but for a long thme could discover
nothing.

At lust, however, I could discern s

dark muss in the snow at agreat distance,
1 thought, however, that it was ouly
trees, and laughed at the terror of Fritz,
which oven the horses seemedl to share.

In about ten minutes, however, the
fgerrible truth burdt on me—-the dark
mass wis in maotion, and approsched
rapidly. 1 heard, too, a souml in the
distance which ot first 1 thought wus
the whistling of the wind.

It was the howling of the hungry and
ferocious pack of wolves on our trick,
Closer and closer came the dark mnssg

Ininer and plainer the drewdiul howls,
gha tercitivd horses could henr thew
now, and dashied on with wore desper-
ate energy thau hefore,

Nearer and negrer they enme. We
eould notouly hear thele dreadful howls,
but eveu the trgmp of their cursed foot,
#a they galloped along the frozen snow
on our track. The arms we had con-
piated of two fowling-pieces and a brace
of pistols, Unforiunately, we had but
& very scanty stock of pow ball,
and not more than enough
three discharges. 4

“AWhat @8 o be done?’’ I whispered

to Fritzs.

“Fight! fight to the last!' he re.
plied; “we must be overtuken, The

horses cannot hold out much lopger, 1t

1 yet gquite twenty miles to the chateau,

aud they will be upon us ina few min-
utes.  Ha!" he eried, suddenty, * L hn
forgotten—there is yot o glewm of hope

"

Aund now he lashed the horses, already
al thelr utmost speed, and evon stuhbed
them repeatedly with his hunting-knoifo,

to urge them on to fresh exertions,

Ahvald of us was & small forest, or

rather wood, It was distant some twi

miblos, but, owing to the white sheet of

suvw betwoen, looked rauch nervr,

two or
L4

I we could only roach 6! he ut-
tered, furlously lnshing the horses.

The chuse eomtinued, T stood ready
with my fowling-piece to fire fmmedi-
ately when thoy were within shot,

The fectest of the puek dashed ahead
of the others, and approached within a
fow yards of the sledge. Thelr howls
were fearful, T fired two barrels, andd
three wolves fell dead or wounded, In
an instant these were surrounded by the
others, who quickly tore to pieces and
devoured their fallen comrades.

Thix obtained us o respite—but a very
short oney for in less than o minute
nothing remained of the wolves I had
shot but their bones,

I agnin londed my plece, and agnin
the puck dashed on in pursnit,  We had
not gained half & mile when they wero
again up with us,

This thme they eame on more furions-
Iy and boldly than before—the brutes
had tasted blood,

When they were near enough, I again
fired, and two wolves fell, This time,
however, the devouring of their com-
panions did not take so long, for I had
only wounded two,

Onee ngain I relonded the fowling-
piece, and found that all our ammuni-
tion was thereby exhuusted,

Do not fire," sald Fritz, when I in-
formed him of the fuct, " till the Iast
moment—reserve your fire for our last
chance,”

“ 1s there any ' T asked gloomily.
“One, and one only., Not fur from
this, in the woods hence—but I do not
know how far, perhaps not more than a
mile—is an old hunting-lodge 5 1f we ean

aside the smoke frome the hole in the
ronf,

In & very short time we perecivid the
gleaming eyes and red mouth, half open,
of 0 monstrous wolf looking down on us,

We struck at him with the butt-end
of our fowling-pieces, nnd soon brought
him, stunned and bleeding, to our feet,

Frita took a plece of burning wood,
mounted to the aperture, and waved it
around,

Waolves, Hke all wild beasts, are In
mortal deead of fire, and we soon heard
them all senmpoer off the roof

All through the long night wo heard
the howling of the feroclous pack, who
hivd now regularly terrified us § for, al-
though scamed by the fire, they attempt-
ed the roof no more, but all remuined
around the hut.

All things have their end, and so at
last hind this long and dismal night,

Theday broke at hist, and Frita, arons-
ing himself, piled on the fire every
avatlable bit of wood he eonld find,

For full three hours after sunrcise noth-
ing occurred beyond howling ;3 but what
an awful three hours were they !

Suddenly our eyes, which were fixel
incessantly on the aperture, saw the
hideous forms of our enemics,  Three
of the largest wolves had elimbed the
roofl and were looking down upon s,

I firedd my fowlingsplece—our  lust
churge of powder.  Thiz drove them
away, and the dead body of one fell
through the aperture, and into the hut,
This, however, procured us but nshort
respite; the brutes knew the way ; the
sun waus now bright in the heavens, aod
the fire-brand wins now useless,

reach it we aresafe—if not, we are lost,"
On eame the wolves—and they woere
many, and quite close upon the sledge.
Two terrifie great monsters were ab-
solutely Just abreast of us, and wore
striving to get ahend to the horses, who,
poor brutes, could hear and see them,
and tore away at such a terrible poacy
that even the swift wolves could not
galn upon us,
Y Fire! fire!” shonted Fritz; * fire,
and gl well; for if those bhrutes reach
the horses, we are lost."”
I fired o burrel at the wolf onmy left,
tnd over he went with a bullet through
his body.
I very nearly missed the second, but
fortunately the ball grazed the bone of
his leg, breaking it, and causing him to
full,
But several others took their places,
S Reep them off!! Keep them offy?
shouted Fritz, ** but for one minute, and
we nre saved.  The huat is close hy,”
Frantivully he flogged and shouted to
the horses,and desperately they respond-
cd to the call,
1 fired the two barrels of the remain-
ing fowling=picee, and  then, stieking
my pistols in my belt, 1 shouldercd my

short at the hut,
“Fire your pistols right
fuees " shouted old Fritz,

in their

nifnute,

horses, who nmuediately gulloped off.
“Now, sir, now ' he eried, holding
open the hut door—** huste,"

leaped to the ground,

between we and the hut,

open door.

from my leg.
The next instant, faint and bleeding,

paek outside,
For o moment or two they seratehed

ol off to join thele companions in the
chuse after the horses,
Boon after we heard heart-rending
andd plereing sereams,
AL thought so,'" saild Feitz sadly,
Sy poor horses! They can stand o
great deal i bat when ong comes to he
|
they ery out,

1t was not long befure the furious pack
returned 3 for, haviog  devourod  the
horscs, and agparontly not half stistiod,
they surrounded the hut on all sides,
wnd nothiug could be heard but theje
horrible howlings,  Weenuld hear them
sernping, scratehing, aud tearing the
wond=work of the hat with their teoth

Next they attempted o climb to the
roof, and soon some suceecdald, for we
eould hear themn crawling about outside.

There was no chiiney to the hut, but

l
|

sioko to escape,

of waod,

1t contained a rude fireplace, nnd, for-
tutiately for us, there were stlll caliogs
stnouldering.  There wis also w Lit-
tle green  brushiwood in the  hoat,
which Fritz hnstensd to cast o the five,
As it canght and burned up, it gave rise
to dense volumes of smoke, which, pour-
Ing through the aperture in the roof, ef-
fectually kept the wolves at bay.

But after o time the smoke hegan to
clear, the green woud was all gone, and
the wind, which uew wae IH;h, blew

we were safe in the hut, and Fritz bar- |
red and bolted the door, leaving the | the darkness of the hut wis Blainated [y g conumon Union, existing ad pro-

Soon another and fivreer ot suveeedod
those we had driven awny, and we had
"now no more powier or shot to drive

them back,
Clubibing our guns, we struck furions.
Iy at thom, all the time shouting loud-
[y, Soveral fell wounded and incapable
of Injury into the bhut, but others at
onee took their places,
I The furlous monsters, ravenons with
hunger, which the two horses and their
comrudes they had devoured bhut secni-
ed to whet, glared down upon us from
| tho roof, howling incessantly, and wait-
Hing the moment to spring.
At Inst one great brute set the exams-
|
]

ple, andevouching for an instant, sprang
right at ritz, at the snme time giving
n terrible yoll,

Fortunately old Fritz was enabled to
gpring on one side, and the moment the
wolf landed he dashed out his brains
with the gun he wiclded,

Huardly was this anecomplished than
another and another leaped down, and
these were fullowed by still more, which
all our efforts could not keep back,  1'u-
rinusly we fought with the desperation

|rihh- force of my blows,

come leaping down, and the huat was

AN INTERESTING SCENE,
WAkt Nomos, Iy O, Angost 18, 156,
Ter commibttee conslsting of twodele-
gates from each State, appointed by the
Nutional Union Convention to wialt upon
the President with an officinl copy of
the provesdings of the Convention, met
this morning and postponed until one
o'clock the time for the Interview, It
wis originally intended that ten A,
should he the hour at which the recep-
tion would e hnd.
About one o'clock the committoe,

White House, They were condocted
into the Fast Room by Marshal Gooding,
and woere so arranged as to form aeirele,
The delegntes to the Convention who
were in the elty wepe then invited in,
and took a position in the rear of the
committee,  The President soon appear-
ody and wias aecompanied by Seerctaries
MACulloeh, Welles, and Browning, and
Postinster-Gieneral Randall, The Hon,
oeverdy Johmson, of Maryland, then
advanced and sald

M, Presipeyt:  Weare hefore you
fs b committee of the National Union
Convention, which met in Philadelplhi
on Tuesday, the fourtesnth  instunt,
ehinrgod with the doaty of presenting you
with an authentie copy of s proeeed-
ing=,

Before placing 1t in your hands, you
will permit us to econgratulate yon on
the object for which the Convention was
cidled : in the enthusiasm with which, in
every Stateand Territory, the cull wis re-
spondod to; In the unbroken havinony of
it= deltberations; o the unanbmity with
whieh the principles it Bis declared were
adopted 3 and more especially in tho
piatriotie wnd constitutionul churmeter of
the principles thomselves, we are confi-
dent that you and the country will find
Leratiiying and cheering evidenve that
L there exists among the people a public
senthinent which renders an carly nod
comiplete restoration of the Union ns
estublished by the Constitution certuin
wnd Bnevitable.  Pacty faction, socking
the continuanee of its misrule, may
momentarily delay ity but the prineiples

In wviin g as fast as they fell others

Lof politieal liborty for which our futhers
| suceessfully contended, and to secure
which they adopted the Constitution,
are go gluringly inconsistent with the
vondition fn which the country has been
placed by sueh misrule, that it will not
e permiitted o much longer duriation.

member of the Convention.
your confidence hus ever boen in the ine
teltigence and patriotiznyof your fellow-
citizens, in their deep devotion to the
Union, and thele present determination

of despaie, for we had almost given up | o relustate and maintain ity thet con-
hope.  Several times T felt the fangs of |1[.|u||vv would have become a positive
gun, and standing up, struek right and | the wolves in my flesh s but by almost | gonviction could you have :-'.:Hl wid
left at the howling pack, which were | superhumian exertion freed myself, and | feed all thnt was done and -'u».I Hpan
now rupidly accumuliating on onr rour, laying ahout me right and left, sent the | ghe ocension, Bvery hearl wits evidently
The next moment, and we pulled up | shaggy brutes sprawling under the tees il of jox, every eye beamed with pu-

| triotie wnimation ; despondency  gave
place to the gssuranee thit, our Jute

"dreadiul vivil steife endwl, the blissful |.
I did so, and had the satisfucetion of |now alive with the wild, savage beasts, | pojen of peace, utder the protection, not
seeing the howling pack full buek for g | Witha short prayer, and nerved with @ of arms, but of the Constitution and

hended by a band of music, reached the |

We wish, Mr. President, you cotdd have
witnessed the spirit of concord and
brotherly affection whichanimatodevery
et as

nntion, such n elnss Is incapable of ro-

sorting to uny buit for popularity at the
exponse of the public gosd, In the
monsnres which you have adopted for
the restoration of the Union, the Con-
vention saw only a continuanee of the
policy which for the snme purpose was
Innugurated by your hmmedinte prede-
vessor, in his re-election by the people
after that policy had been fully indieat-
ed; and had been made one of the issues
of the contest, Those of his political
fricnds who are now assailing you for
sternly pursuing it, forgetful or regard «
less of the opinions which theirsapport
of his re-vlection necessarily involved,
being upon the same ticket with that
much lnmented publie servant whose
foul nespasination touched the heart of
the elvilized worldavith grief and hor-
ror—yuot would have been false to obvi-
ons duty if you had not endeavored to
carry out the same policy ; nnd judg-
ing now by the opposite one which Con-
gress has pursued, its wisdom and pn-
triotism are indiented by the fact that
that Congreess hns but continued a brok-
en Unfon hy keeping ten of the States
lin which at one time the insurrection
existed, as fur as they could necomplish
it, in the condition of subjugnted prov-
Inves, denying the right to be represent-
ed while subjecting their people to every
spevies of legislution, including that of
tuxation,  That such o stute of things is
at war with the very genius of our
Government, inconsistent with every
iden of political freedom, and most per-
Hous to the peace and safety of the
country, no roflecting man can fudl to
beliewve.

We hope, siv, that the proceedines of
the Convention will cause yon to nd-
| here, B possible, with even groater trime-
ness 0 the course you are pursaing by
sutlafying you that the people e with
youy, andd that the wish which lies nears
est to thelr hearts Is that o porfect res-
torationof owr Unfon at the earliest mo-
mient be allowed, and the conviction that
thut result van only be accomplishwed by
| the mctsures which you are pursuing.
And in the dischurge of the duties
which these bmpose upon you, we, us
did every wember of the Convention,
again for ourselves individually tenaer
to you our profound respeet amd nssur-
aner of our cordinl and sincere support,

With o resunited Union, with no foot
but freemen's treading or perngitted to
trend onoour soil, with oo nation’s faith

all its obligations, with kindness and
fraternal love everywhere prevuailiog,
the desolations of wur will soon be re-
Pmoved § its sierifices of Hife, s as they
huye been, with Christinn resignution,
b referred tow providentinl purpose, of
fixing our bheloved vountry on n lrm
and endurabile basi=, which will forever
place our Hberty and happiness beyond
the rench of human peril; then, too,
wdl forever will our Giovernmoent ehiuls
lenge the admimtion and receive the
respiet of the nations of the world, and
we ln no dunger of uny cfforts to iu-
]M'n"h our honor,

And permit me, sir, in conclusion, to
iy that great as your solicitude for the
restoriation of our domestic peace and

feree determination, Tthrew mysellin | s, would have sway, and he inevery | voue fnhors o that end, you have also o

This gave Fritz an opportunity of | their midst, and giving all my strength part of our land L‘lll‘l'l']lll.l'l_\: weknowl- [ Watehful eye to the rightsof theuation,
jumping out amd cutting wirifc the to one last desperate effort, oeronted | gfged, and o perfect good iulllluhv‘\'wl..m“l that any attempt by an assumed

| fearful havoe mmong the crowded mass. | You would not have doubted that |.|I‘.‘I“Y actual forvign puwer to enforee an il-

L he ory was sl they comes Woeary,
| fnint, and despuiring, 1 stuggered, and

still holding the fowling-piece by the |wis about to fill prostrate on  the prehended,
barrel, aud swingiog it around me, I ground among the horrible sen of glar- | jpenof Mussaehusettspnd Soath Caroling

Ling eyes, white teeth, and red throats

sustained discharge of fire-arims, gave

ed my o,
At this moment a Woll, leaping from

[ggaritless of o drepdiul bite 1 received in

Tthe hand.
The sparks flew in all direetlons, and

by o e of light as the fiee blagod ap.
The wolves were steadicd by this for

ed with Joy that no more were on the
| roof,

Another shout ontside, and o still clos-
Ler diseharge, informed us that friends
Pwiere nesir. Shouting words of encour-
ngement to Feita, who was terribly torn
Ly the teeth of the brates, T again at-

strength.  Fritz, too, ably sceonddd e,
andd B hall o mdoute our remadning en-
It'rnim wore Ritled or disabiled,

[ Lnst dispppearcd, under o furious blow
| feonu the butt-end of wy gun, thaoa, ut-
terly worn out by the tremendous exer-
Ption of the st ten minptes, bleeding
{from half o dozen places where the

| wolves bad torn my flesh, nature guve |

way, and el forward on a pile of our
| ead enemdes, and fuinted,
|

Fwho hod come to the rescue, rushed in,

we soon focovered con sciousness, and
Fobinnd thuet we were savid.
Plivs endod this wdventure; butassu-

thuslol, T shall never forget our night
with thie wolves.,

. -_——

A MERCHANT suddenly  died afier
writhng w letter to one ol his correspons
dents, s elerk wreote st the bottow,
Sainee writing the above L have died,"!
i seut the missive,

recurrence of dungerous domoestic insur-
rections in the future are not to be ape
11 you could hayve scon the

coming into the Convention on the first

Some of the wolves had dasiied off In | which surrounded me, whensalond shout | e of its meoting, hand to hand, amid |
pursuit of the horses, while others were | from outside, followed by a rapid sod | the pipturous appliuse of the whole |

body, awikencd by heartfeltgratifleation

I struck viciously at the howling | me fresh strength, and onee again nerv= | g ghe event, illing the eyes of thousands
brutes, and rushed through them to the |

with tears of joy which they neither
could nor desfred to repress, you would

One monster sprang at my throat, but, | theaperture, alighted on my shoulders, | e folt, 0 every porson present felt,
fortunately, I succeeded In striking and cndeavored o X his horeid Boes Linae be time had aredved whoen all sed-
him down, aud he was content with [in iy threout, 1 tore hime away, "‘l'||:lnuu] o ather perilous dissen<ions had
tearing a picee, with his horeid fangs, flung Wim on the embers of the e, ves oageed, and that nothing stundd be heard

it the futare hut the voleg of harmony
proclniming  devotion to o conimon
countey, of prido inbeing bound togother

feetetl by fortus of govermuent proved
by experienee to be cminently Htted for

and gnawed ut the door, and then dash« [ g moment, and in thul moment Lnoties e eyieencios of either war or peace,

Lo the prineiples annonneed by theCon-
Lvention, nned in the feeling there -
| fested, we have evory assuinneo thl

honrmmony throughout our enties hiod
will spon proviil, We know that as
in former days, 03 wis elogquently d

toru to pluces by wolves, It is no wonder | greked them with my little remainiog |eiiteld stntespan,  Massachusetts - and :
south  Coroling went  * shoulder to | blnge are well calealated toand doover- | ghe  Constitutfon, there Is not power
enongh on earth to dreive mo from it.

shoulder throueh the evolution,' and
stood band in oo ground the Admin-

W et e Lenn on them for support,
so will thoy ugain with HEe mpgnani-
ity devotion, and power stand round
vour Adhiministrstion and canse you o
focl that you may also lean on them for
' aupport,  Inthe proceadings, Mr, P'resi-
dent, which we are to place in your
hands, you will find that the Convention

The next moment the door was buest | performed the geateful duty  Tiposid |
merely an aperture fn the roof for the | open, and our feiends from the chinteau, | upon them by thelr Enowledge of .\'“llf|

[ devation to the Constitution and laws

The hat in which we had found tems | and raisiog the appurently lifeless forms | and interests of your countey,” us Hlus.
porary safety consisted only of four | of suysellf and Fritg, bore us out into | trated by yourentive Presidential eaveer,
wills, made of rough but strong slabs | (he abe, where, ladd on the cold snow, | of declaring that In you they ** recognize

ta Chief Muglsteate worthy of theoation,
fandd loyal to the grent deisis upon which
youe lot Is cast;™ andd In this declaration

n“_\', wire 1 to live to e as old os Me- | it gives us ekl plensure to add, we |

tave contldent that the Convention s
bt spokon the intelligent and patriotie
setiment of the country,  Fver innes
to the low Influcnees which of-
{ten control the mere partisan, and goy-
erning wlone by un honest opinion of
{eonstitutivoal obligations and rights,
and of the duty of looking solely to the
true interests, safety, and boner of the

[UE T

Tegad Bloekade aguinst the Government

| or vitizens of the United States, to use
Lyonre own mild bhut expressive words,
Swill be disregarded,”  In this deter-
minntion I am sure you will receive the
unnbinous approval of your fellow-
cltizens,

Now, sir, a8 the chnirman of this com-
mittee, and in behalf of the Convention,
I have the honor to present you with an
authentic copy of Its proceedings,

The allusion In the above wlidress to
the determination of our Government |
to disregid the attempt of an as=umed
of aetugl foreign power to enforee an
iezal blockade was greeted with loud
and continuons cheering,

When Mr. Roeverdy Johinson hid con-
cluded, the Presidoent said:

Mr, (i ool (Fendleywess of M Cupnittes ;

LANGUAGE 15 Inndeijiuate to oxpross
the emotions and feelings produced by
this ocension,  Perhaps I eould express
morg by permitting silence o speak,
und you to infer what I might and
ought to =uy. 1 confess that, notwith-

e~ | stunding the experience I have had 1o iy pathor defensive in its character.

adddressed, this occasion and this assem-

whelm mu,
| As L have said, T have not lunguage
Lings amd emotions,
address which y
the procecdings of the Convention, ns
they transpired, recurred to my mind,
Seemingly | purtouk of the inspiration
thut prevailed in the Convention, whon
I revelved o dispately, sent by two of its
distinguishod nembers, conveying in
terms the scene which has Just been
deseribad of South Caroling gnd Missi-
chusetis, arme-in-arm, marching into
that vast assemblage, and thus giving
evidenve that the two extremes had
come together nguin, and that, for the
future, they were united, as they had
| bopen in the past, for the preservation
of the Union,

When the dispateh informed me that,

i,

pledged forever to a steiet observanee of

spiration, and that we need not be mis-

and unerring Providence is in this mat-
tor. The nation is In peril.  'We have
Just puasod through s mighty, o hloody,
4 momentous ordeal, and do not yet
find oursclves free from the difficulties
and dangers that at first surrounded us,

While our briave moen have performed
their duties—hoth offieers and men—
(turning to Genernl Grant, who stood
at his right)—while they have won lau-
rels imperishable, there are still greater
and more important daties to perform ;
and while we have had their co-opern-
tion in the field, we now need thele
support inourefforts to perpetunte peace,
Ho fur as the Executive Department of
the Government is concerned, the effort
his boen made to restore the Union, to
heal the breach, to pour oil into the
wounds which were consequont upon
the struggle, and to speak In common
phrase, to prepare, a8 the learned and
wise physicinn would, n plaster healing
in churacter and co-extensive with the
wound,  We thought, and yet think,
that we had partinlly succeeded.  But
s the work progressed, as reconclline
tion seemod to be taking place, and the
cotintry becoming united, we found o
disturbing and marting element oppos-
ing us,

Inalluding to that element I shall
go no farther than did your Convention
and the distinguished gentlemen who
has delivered to me the report of its
procecdings, 1 shall muke no reference
to it. That, I do not believe, the time
andd the océasion justify. We have
withessiil in one departinent of the
Government every cffort, as it were, to
prevent the restoration of pence and
harmony in the Union. We have seen
hanging upon the verge of Government,
ns it were, a body ealled, or which ns-
sumes to he, the Congress of the United
States, but in fuct a Congress of only n
part of the States.  We have seen this
Congress assume and pretend to be for
the Unlon, whon its every step and nct

& disruption of the States inevituble,
Instend of promoting  reconciliation
and harmony, its legislation has partak-
en of the character of penalties, retalin-
tiom, and revenge.  This has been the
conrse nid policy of one department of
your Government. The humble indi-
vidual who is now addressing  you

partment of the Government,
manner in which he was ealled upon te

to on this ovension ; suflice it to sny that
he I8 here under the Coustitution of the
country, utid being here by virtue of its
provision, he takes his stund upon tha
charter of our liberties, as the great
rampart of clvil and religious liberty.

|uu it during my whole publie enrcor, 1
shull ever continue to reverence the
Constitution of my fathers, and to make
it my gulde,

I know it hns been said, and T must
ba permitted to indolge in the remark,
| that the Exesutive Departmient of the
CGlovernment has been despotie and
tyranniecal, Tet e ask this audienee
of distinguished gentlomen around me
here to-day to point to & vote T ever gave,
to aspeceh 1 ever mude, toa singleact of
my whole publie life that hns not been
agninst tymnny and despotism, What
position have 1 ever oceupied, what
tground have I ever assumed, where it
fean be trathfully charged that T fuiled
[ to ndvoeato the ameliortion and elova-

tion of the great muass of my country-
men? So fur as churges of that kind
|are concorned, I will sny that they are
slimply intended to deceive and delude
the public mind into the belief that
there is some one in power who s usurp-
ing and trampling upon the rights and
perverting the prineiples of the Consti-
tution, It is done by those who make
such ehinrges for the purpose of covering
their own nets, 1 have folt it my duty,

e vindieation of prineiple and the Con-

stitution of my country, to eall atten-
tion to those proceedings, When we
come to examine who has been playing
the tyrant, by whom do we find that
despotism has been exerciged ¢
myself, the elements of my nature, the
pursnits of my life, have not mude me,
either in my feclings or In my practice,
|nggressive. My nonture, on the contrary,
Hut

elured by Webster, the nation's most | publie life, and the audiences 1 have ll will say that having tuken my stand

jupon the broad prineiples of liberty aod

Having placeid mysell upon that broad

segreely haed the glaring eves of the | istration of Washington, and folt his | to convey adequately my preseat feel- plutform, I hiave not beon awed, dismay-

h ! In listening to the ol or intimidated by either threats or
our eloquent und dis- [ gnoroschmonts, but have stood there in
tingulshed cludrman hos Just dullverod, {conjunetion with patriotic spirits, sound-

ing the toesin of alwrm when I decmed
the eitadel in danger, I sadd on a pre-
| vious oecasion and repeat now that all
| that was necessary in this great strug-
gle aguinst tyranny and despotism was,
that the strugglo should be sufficiently
auudible for the Ameriean people to hoar
and understand,  They did hear, and
looking on and seeing who the contest-
ants were, and whiat that struggle was
about, they determined thoy would sot-
tle this question on the slde of the Con-
|atlluthm and of principle. 1 proclain
hure to-duy, us 1 huve on other oeensions,
that y falth is ublding in this great
lmuss of the people, In the darkest

taken that the finger of an overruling

tended to perpetuate disunfon and make

stunads the representative of another de-
The

ocoupy that position I shall not allude

Iaving been tuught in my early life to
thold it suered, and having practised up-

Ad to

clsed and exerted more effectunlly by
the many than by the one. We have
seen a Congress gradunlly encronch stop
by step upon constitutional rights, and
violate day after day and month after
month the fundamental prineiples of
the Government, We have seen a Con-
gress that scemed to forget that there
wis o Constitution of the United States
—thit there was a limit to the sphere
and seope of legislation, We have seen
a Congress in*n minority nssume to ox-
ervise powers which, if allowed to bo
earried out, would result in despotism
or monarchy itself. This is truth, and
becanse others as well as myself have
sten proper to appeal to the patriotism
and republican feeling of the country,
we hive been denouneced in the severest
terms,  Blander upon slander, vitupera-
tion upon vituperntion of the most vil-
lainous character, has made its way
through the press, What, gentlemen,
has been your and my sin? What has
been the cause of ouroffending ? 1 will
tell you. During to stand by the Con-
stitution of our fathems! (Approching
Senator Johnson,) 1 consider the pro-
ceedings of this Convention, sir, as more
important than those of any convention
that ever assemblod In the United States,
When 1 look with my mind’s eye upon
that collection of citizens coming togeth-
er voluntarily, and sitting in council,
with idens, with principles, and views
commensurate with all the States amd
co-extensive with the whole people, and
contrast it «vith the collection of gentle-
men who are trying to destroy the
country, Iregird it ns more important
than any convention that hus sat, at
least, since 1787, 1 think 1 may nlso
sny, that the declarntions that were thera
mando are equal with the Declaration of
Independence itsolf, and I here to-day
pronounce it o second Deelueation of In-
dependence.

Your address and declarations ara
nothing more nor lesy than a reaflirma-
tion of the Constitution of the United
States, Yes, I will go farther, and say
that the declarations you have made,
that the prineiples you have enunciated
in your address, are a second procluma-
tion of emancipation to the people of
the United States; forin the proclaiming
and reprocleiming these great truths
you have laid down a constitutional
platform upon which all can make com-
mon eause, and stand nnited together
for the restoration of the Btates and
preservation of the Government with-
out reference to party. The query only
is the salvation of the country, for our
country rises shove all purty considera-
tions or influences. How many are
there in the United States that now re-
quire to be free! They have the shack-
les upon their limbs and are bound as
vigidly as though they were in fact in
slavery. 1 repeat, then, that your dee-
laration is the second proclumution of
emunecipation to the people of the Uni-
ted States, and offers & common ground
upon which all patriots can stand,

Mr. Chairman and gentleman, let mo
in this connection ask you what I have
to gnin more than the advancement of
the public welfure? I am as much op-
posed to the indulgence of egotism na
any one, but here, in a conversational
mauner, while formally recelving the
procecdings of this Convention, I may
be permitted aguin to ask, what have I
to gain consulting human  ambition
more than 1 have gnied, except in one
thing ¢ My race Is nearly run. T have
heen placed in the high office which 1
occupy under the Constitution of the
country, and I may say that I have held,
from lowest to highest, almost every
position to which a man may attain in
our Government. T have passed through
every position, from alderman of a vil-
Litge to the Presidency of the United
States; and surely, gentlemen, this
should be enough to gratify & rensonahla
ambition, If I wanted authority, orif I
wished to perpetuate my own power,
how ensy would it have been to hold and
wield that which was placed in my hands
by the memsure called the Freedmen's
Burenu Bill. Withanarmy which it plac-
ed at my diseretion 1 could have remain.
ed at the capital of the nation,and with
fifty orsixty millionsof approprintions at
my disposal, with the machinery to ba
worked by my own hands, with my
satraps and dependents in every town
and village, and then with the Civil
Rights Bill following as nn auxiliary in
connection with sl the other applisnces
of the Government, I could have pros
clulmed myself dictator,

But, gentlemen, my pride and my
ambition have been to occupy that po-
sition which retaing sll power in the
hiands of the people, 1t is upon that T
hive always relled, It is upon that I
rely now. (A voles, * And the peopla
will not disappoint you."}) And I re-
peat, that neisher the taunts nor jecrs
of Congress, nor of 4 subsidized ealume
niating pross, can drive me from oy
purpose, 1 scknowledge no superior
except my God, the guthor of my exist-
ence, and the people of the United
Stutes, For the one, I try to obey all
His commands, ns best 1 cun, compatis
ble with my poor humanity, For the
other, in u political sod representative
sense, the high behests of the people
have alwuys beon respected and obeyed
by me.

Mr, Chairmun, 1 have sid more than
11 hod intended to say. For the kind

In that vast body of men, distinguished | strugele, when the elouds seemed to bo | ullusions to myself contained in your
for intellect wnd wisdony, every eyowiss | most loweriog, iy faith, instond of giv- | address, und in the resolutions sdopted
suffused  with tears on beholding the  jog way, loomed up througih the dark | by the Convention, let me remark that
seeng, 1 could not finish reading the dis- | glond far beyond, and I sow that all | in this erisis, and at this period of my
pateh to one assoclated with me in the | would be safe in the eod,
offiee, for my own feolings 'l\"'l’\'""w| My countrymoen, we all know that, in | shall ever recur, with feelings of pro=
1 think we may justly conclude | he lungusge of Thoms Jefferson, ty-| found gratification, to the lsst ol
that we aro moving under & proper in-{ranny and despotism even van Yo exer- ! thon, containing the endorscuent of =

public life, 1 hold above all price, and

.




