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CARELESS HUSBANDS,

— -

My lege lord sits in his library chaiy,
And [ sat idly by;

My lord weary a grave and studions air,
And I'dare say sodo T

Bat we logk grave from & different cause—
He is-buried in study, while 1

Woader if ¢his is our drenm of love,
And look in the fire and sigh.

Booke, booke, books; a furest of baoks
Frowu on me from every wall ;

I suppose I shonld relish such friend
But I don’tlike reaging at all.

these,

There is-plenty to learn; in this life of onrs,
To love, to , OT to scorn,

And 1 care not whatithe old Romans did
Lotig agea ere 1 was born.

And while I look in the fire and sigh,
And my li deigns not a word,

g s up, in the street outside,
1me that I've often heard——

How strangely it thrills me now !
My heart with a bound gs.up in my . throat,
And my head on my bresst L bow.

lanz syne,”

i1d
1w

und me ¢

And 'mid the fo
There is one that i
It looks down on me now in the m)
Of the mos own cct in the
I hear them ¢
“I coulll better bear to, part
If I did ot know, he land of the foe,
Lives the man who claims your heart.”

ae that throng so fast
i paie;

stie porch

> vale,

low sad tones—

“A spirit whispers me, love, that sooa
My young Yife’s star shall set;

And you may smile and mock as you will,
Bat you'll marry the Northman yet.”

Five long years since that pale sad face
Passed away for aye { i

Put Hi¢ was the truest and purest heart

Of all that ever I met:

And in heaven 1 know that loyal soul
Watches over itd earth-love yet.

r faces throng, and the kind tones come
e tender burdes of old;
sh I couid always have been &

that husband’s were not 50 co

Do v~u never reflect what great warm hearts
We women sll have, and how true?

&l a man’'s soul, and haif of his time,

nothing more than cur due?

bink in your idle chat

by night or by day,

That your wife is moping alone at homs,
And may wonder why you stay ?

once more, with & careless air

ng on paper or book,

the favorite dress she has donned
much as a pleusant look *

No tender word for the ear which knows
like uanto this?

never ask herself
n be wedded blisa?

at whose feet have knelt
oTe You came ;

I will do whatever I please,
But she must be always the same.”

Take heed, vain sir, while you smoke and read,
Or lounge at the club or play,

Lest zhe hear a tune on the organ outside,
That she knew in the olden day !

And that faces that loved her come not back
On the music's billowy tide;

le her true heart learns its first regret

By her careless husband’s side.

“QUR FAMILY JAR.™

-

A Bketeh of Early Married Life.

Tom and I neyerquargels - It has come to besd
sort of byword with the family, when they wish to
expressan extraordinary degree of connubial felicity,
‘A happy as Tomn and Lodise! S you:see our
reputation is established. But we did have a little
difficulty once, and it had nesrly proveda serious
one. Even now, I never hearthe story of the young
couple who were sundered for life by that misersble
hn‘l_e rat or mouse, whichever it was, (I always have
belisved she was right) without shuddering to  think
of the awfu] fate that Tom and 1 escaped.

. Bat though it was providentiallyaverted, 1 am go-
ing to write the history of our quarrel ‘8s & warning
to ali young couples.

It had always been one of Tom's hobbies that peo-

ple should go to housckecping as soon as they -are |

married.

‘What do_xhey marry for,’ he would say, ‘but do-
mestic comfort? and pray how.are they to find it in
& crowded hotel or boarding housge.’

And as I perfectly u;.;rv'w-é with Tom, to Souse-
keeping we went 88 80010 8s we returned from our
wedding tour.

We of course experienced the usual amount of
mistakes and failures, incident to young married
people, but at the end of two moaths we found our-:
selves fairly settied down.  Our sole domestic was
a respectable matron of . mature ege, whose larger
half (it was wozse, also, in this case) y
her some years before, owing to & slight ; gonj, Tl
difficalty, in which, asis potunusual in Irich broils,
whisky had been an importent suxiliery. Mother
bad taken pity on the deserted wife, and, having
trained ber in all domestic duties, now mede her o-
ver to me as help. - Notwithstanding the sumerous
failings of her departed spouse Mrs. Macnally ‘still
cherished his memory, sad spoke of him with ten-
derness and regret.

‘Bure! Mre Preston,” she would say, ‘it wes pertly
my own “anlt. Pat was always quick, loike, and 1
should have borne with bis little failings!’

And when I mildly hinted that there was & neces-

sary limit 16 buman endyrance, she would shake her

head with e sigh.

‘I should ha' heen more petient, sure, mom ;
wasn't he jist me own busband, after all 7 T used
o come out of the kitchén after such inferviews,
feeling quite instructed, snd I didn’t altogether
like to hear Fou laugh, when I told him of our do-
mestic’s forgivin 3

- wingapint,
How blessings brighten, &e.,” he would say.—
‘He's the dear departed wann'"y, now ; he would

have been, that ould brute of a Pat, if he had siay-

ed.’ . Butin my seeret heart I thought Tom appre-
ciated Mrs Macnally, th he would make fun of
her to'me. It was one of Tom’'s failings! in. those
days to make fun of everythlng. One of them!
He had anothes. He wouldkeep a dog !

Now I am not averse to pets in. the abstract, and
I have au affections for cats, but a dog! They are
my pet aversion!  And Tom's dog Rover was. mo
exeeption.. It was not ‘love me; love my dog,’ in
this case, for Tom's dog 1 did not love, whatever
might have been said of Tom.

Now when I say that Tom would keep a dog, I do
not mean that he persisted in this course against
my expressed wish to the contrary. In fact, there
had been a sort of compromise made between us.—
If I hated dogs, he detested cats, and a pet cat was
one of my fey hobbies. So we signed a sort of hol-
low truce, and Rover and Tabby became
domesticated in—eur household. They were very
good friends themselyes, which was 8 mercy, as they
might otherwise have caused a rupture between
their master and mistress, each being bound to up-
hold-and’sustain’Bis or her respective eppendage.—
But for awhile matters went on swimmingly. One
afternoon Tom came in to tea rather earlier than
usual. ‘Lou,” he said, ‘Thave a present for you,
from graddmother* Thad'a note from her at the
office this mornipg, asking me to call over there,
aud Fwept.  She had intended to give you some-
thing when you were married, but couldn’t quite
decide then, what itshould be : and now she wants
me to see to getting it over here. I'll drive around,
I think in the morning.’

‘But you havn't told me what it is, Tom !,

‘Ah.my dear! so I havn’'t. You remember the
large jar that has always stood in grandmother's
parlor, filled with rose leaves, I believe ? Well that's
the “dentical thing,”” as Capen Cuttle used to say.—
How do you like it, Miss Lousy 7’

‘0," 1said, ,the one grandmother thought so much
of because it came from Holland, and has always
been in the family? Iam delighted ; it wil look so
nicely in the parlor, Tom !’

‘Glad you're pleased, my dear,” Tom said. ‘I
used always to' be stumbling over the confounded
thing at grandmother's but I'm more eareful, now
I'm a martied man !’

I had a féw private doubts as to Tom's improve-
ment in that respect, but they did not prevent my
pleasure when the next day he brought the jar home.
greatly admired the effect of the  blue and white

1 ith its grotesque figures, against the' dark
E of the mantle and hearth. and Tom himself
confessed it .quite an addition to the room. And
when I had filled the jar with rose-leaves, the room
smeled  like a garden, and my pleasure in the pres-
ent 'was wholly unalloved. It was a weck or two af-
terward, that one afternoon Tom came from the of-
fice early to take me to ride. ‘Hurry and get ready,
Lou,” he said, ‘we've no time to spare.’

sou for

r_our goi
I could n¢

, like a dat

L eonic
eps smoking, v

3 or d
wd Ta

y could do no harm, at
to leave Rower in ho

Never mind, he's all right,
hmmn again !’

And, dismissing all care we gave ourselves up to
the pleasure of the ride. It wasafter dark when we
came home, and Tom left me.at the door, driving
the horse to the stable hin I wentin, stepping
into the parlor a moment to light the gas before
i ut, as it flashed up: what a
Alas’ my beau
the fragmer
scatt

>0~
ingup stairs

all direchions ov¢
og I’ .1 exclaimed
killed !

Just then I heard Tom come in.
bim. ‘stark mad with grief.’

I'said *do but see what that dog of

I rushed to meet

m contemg
ts, and be,
th more aggravating than another to wom
it is to hear 3 man whistle in that way. It
ressive of doubt, of disbelief, 1
wounding to the feelings of a sensitive

person,

" ‘You needn’t whistle, Tom,’ I said rather crossly.
‘T wisk 1ebody would drown that horrid Eover !’
ind i 1 my dear,” Tom
Rover swims like a

an to be a little indignant at Rover's master.
as well as at Rover, so I didn't take any notice of
t remark. . Tom went on a little more seriously :
souise how do wou know that Rover did the mis-
chief ? - You shouldn’t condemn even a dog without
proof. ' I Think it is quite as likely to have been
Tabby.’

‘Tabby, indeed!” T answered with an involuntary
of indignation. ' ‘How could the little thing
have knocked over that large heavy jar 7 Nonsense,
Tom, your partiality to Rover makes you blind to
his faults and quite unjust to poor Tabby. She was
e.  Of course is was

r enough from here, I'm st
y, rough dog.,
Fom's face grew a little red.

‘My dear,’ he said with great dignity, ‘you allow
your feeli to run away with you. Perhapsit will
be as well to inve te the facts before you de-
cided. If the door had been properly closed neither
dog nor cat could have come into the parlor. But
the tea-bell has rung, and you had better go up and
take off your things immediately.’

Now ordinarily, Toma would have gone up with
me, but to-night he took out his newspaper and
seated himself in an easy chair, not vouchsafing a
single glance at me.  This behavior, with his refer-
ence to my having left the door open, was almost
too much. Up in my room, alone I was sorely
tempted to sit down and have a good cry, poor wo-
man's usual resort. But there was some anger
mingled with my grief, and Tom shouldn’t see me
ery vet ! So I choked down my tears, re-arranged
my hair with due deliberation, and walked down
stairs with as much dignity as Tom himself.

‘Tom,’ I sdid, as T passed the parlor door; ‘I am
ready for tea now.

I didn’t wait for nim as I usually did, butT did
go through the hall and down the stairs rather slowly
hoping that he would join me. He dld not, howev-
er, but rose leisurely, folding up his his newspaper,
and sauntered along behind me, whistling. It was
the first meal that we had not gone down together.
I think Mrs. ‘Macnally must have seen something a
little peculiar in our behavior, for she gave us both a
keen look, butas she never spoke unless she was
spoken to, she ‘made no sign,” but performed her
offices at the table in the usual ws Indeed, there
wag almost a silence in the room. Tom looked
highly indifferent, and I, extremely sulky.

At last, as Mrs Macnally, her mission Deing ended,
was about to leave the room, Tom spoke—

‘Mra Macnally,’ be said, ‘can you tell me who
broke the large jar, in the parlor 7’

“There, sir,’ Mrs Macnally began as far from the
Eoint ss'possible, ‘ye see, I wasat me work in the
sitchen when yez wint out, and for a while the house
was jist as still as nade be. But bime by, I hears an
swiul nize, and before I cud git to ‘the door, Tabby
rin by #s hard ay iver she cud, and Rover a chasin af-
erbar. They weared up the stairs, as if they was
mad, and rig{t into the parlor and T after them.—
Tabby, she jist run round and round, znd Rover af-
ter Ber, an at Jast shé jumped right on the idge of the
{ jar, and Bover dashed right aginst it, and ouver it
wint and broke all in paces.. And so, sir ye sees,’
sbe said, turning from me, to whom she had addres
sed the main part of her narrative, to snswer Tom's
question. ‘I can't jist say who it was did it for it
was fely both of thim. ' T'expect it was jist loike all
troubles betwane folis—some fanlt on both sides.’—
Tom'gave g glance dt me.  “Phat will do, now, Mrs
Macnally,” he ssid. 'And our ‘factotum’ departed
into her ownregions. As she closed the door, Tom
left his cheir and came around to me.

‘Lou,’ he said putting ‘his: arm around me, ‘Mrs
Macnally is a wise woman. I accept & full share of
the blame, for myself and Rover. g\'e're both very
| sorry, and will never do so again.
! *O Tom,” Isaid, ‘I was my fanlt after all; I was
)‘ef{ eross, and ['m so sorty.’ o

{1ss and be friends then,’ Tom said, guiting the
action to the word. And with that kiss ends the
history of our first and last ‘family jar.'—8, R,
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 PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE.
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Fellow Citizens of ﬂ:; gmatﬂ

] an wse of Representatives :
Aggin the blessings of health and abundant har-
\(’}e:‘tf claim our prefoundest gratitude to Almighty

The condition of our foreign affairs is reasonably
satisfactory. - Mexico continues to be a theatresof
civil was.  While our political relations with  that
country have undergone no change we have- at ' the
same time strictly maintained  neatrality - between
the beligerents, 3

At the request of the States of Costa Rica and Ni-
caragua, a competent enginger has been authorized
to make asurvey of the river San Juan, and the port
of San Juan. Itisa source of much satisfaction
that the, difficulties which for & moment  excited
some political apprehensions, and caused a elosing
of the inter-oceanic transit route, have been amica-

ly adjusted, and that there is & good. prospect that
the route will soon be reopened, with anincrease of
capacity and adaptation, -~ We could net. exaggerate
either the commercial or the political importance of
that great improvement.

It would be doitig injustice to'an important South
American State not to acknowledge  the directness,
frankness and cordiality with which ‘ the United
States of Columbia have entered into intimate rela-
tions with this Government.. A claims conveation
has been constitutedto complete the unfinished work
of the one which closed its 8ession in 1861.

The new liberal Constitation of Venezuela having
gone into effect with the universal acquiescence of
the people, the Government under it bas been rec-
ognized, and diplomatic intercourse wiih it has o-
pened in a cordial and friendly . spirit. . The long
deferred Aves Island claim. has K)een satisfactory
paid and adjusted. ' Mutual payments. have been
made of the claims awarded by the late joiut com-
mission for the settlement of claims hetween the U-
nited States and Peru. An earnest and cordial
friendship continues to exist between the two coun-
tries, and such efforts as werein mypower have been
used to remove misunderstanding  and  avert 3
threatened war between Pern and Spain.
Our relations are of the most friendly nature with
Chili, the Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Costa Rica,
Paraguay, San Salvador and . Hayti., During the
past year no differences of any kind havearisen with
any of those Republigs, and en the otherhand their
sympathies with the United States are constauntly
expressed with cordiality and earnestness.
The claim arising from the seizure of the cargo of
the brig Maeedonian, 1821, has been paid in full by
the Government of Chili,
Civil war continues in the Spanish part: of San
Domingo, apparently without prospect of an early
close
Official cofrespondence has been freefy opened
with Liberia, and it gives us a pleasing. v of so-
cial and political progress in that Republic. It may
I 'ted to derive new r from American ia-
improved by the raj e of

at State against the native: Afr
Liberian hands it would be more
1g the African slave trade than a squadron in
our own hands.  The pessession of the least organ-
ized naval force would stimulate a. generons ambis
tion in the Republic, and the confidence which ,we
should manifest by furnishing it would win forbear-
ance apd fayor towards the colony from all civilized
nations.
The proposed overland telegraph between
ca and Europe, by the way of Behrings Straiis s
Asiatic Russia, which jwa#s sanctioned by Congress
t c ion, has peén unacriaken, '.;n«lrz':\'m')

1

fective in .ar-

1mstances
with the ¢or

can citiz al
as well of this Government as of those of

Jritian and Russia.  Assurances have béen received
from most of South American States-of their high
appreciation of the enterprise, and their readiness
to co-operate in constructing lines tributary to that
world-encircling communication. 1 learn with
much sati ion thatthe noble design of a tele-
graphie communication between the eastern coast of
America and Great Britian has been renewed, ‘with
full expectation of its early accomplishment.

Thus it is hoped that with the return of domestic
¢ the country will be able to resume with ener-
gy and advantage its former high career of com-
merce and civilization.

Qur very popular and estimable represer
Egypt died in April last. Anunpl nt alter

whish arose between the temporary incumbent of
the office of the Government of the Pacha resulted
in a suspension of intercourse. The evil was
promptly corrected om the arrival of the successor
in the Consu and our relations with Egypt, as
well as our r ms. with the Barbary Powens, are

pe

: ans 50 long been flagrant in

: suppressed with the eo-opera,
ting good officers of is Government and of the
other Western - Commercial States. The Judiaial
Consular establishment there has become very diffi-
cult and onerous, and it will mead legislative revis:
ion to adapt it to the extension of our commerce,
and to the more intimate intercourse which has been
instituted with the Government and people of that
vast Empire. China seems to be accepting.with
hearty good-will the conventional laws which rega-
late commercial and sogidl intercourse amung the
Western nations.

Owing to the peculiar situation of Japan, and the
anomalous form of its Government, the action of
that Empire in performing treaty stipulations is in-
constant and capricious, Nevertheless, good pro-
gress has been effected by the Western Powers mov-
g with enlightened concert.  Our own pecnniary
claims have been allowed or put in course of settle-
went, and the inland sed hasbeen reppened to com-
merce. There is reason also to beligve that these
proceedings have increased rather than diminished
the friendship ot Japan towardsjthe United States.

The ports of Norfolk, Fernandina and Pensacola
have been opened by proclamation. Itis hoped
that foreign merchants will now consider whether
it is notsafer and more profitable to themselves, as
well-as just to the United States, to resort to “these
and other open ports, than it is to' pursue, through
many hazun{s and at a vast eost, a eontraband trade
with other ports which are closed, if not by actual
military occupation, at least by a lawful and effec-
tive blockade.

For myself, T have no doubt of the power and dua-
ty of the Executive, under the law of nations, to
exclude. enemies of the human race fromt an asylum
in the United States. If'Congress should think that
proceedings in such cases lack the authority of law,
or ought to be farther regulated by it, I receorimend
that provision be made for effectually preventing
foreign slave-traders from acquiring domiéil and fa-
cilities for théir ériminal ocenpation in ourcountry.

It i8 possible if it were a new and opefr’ ‘question.
the maritime Powers, with the lights Lf:ey now enjol
would not concede the privileges of a naval belliger
ent to the insurgents of the Unitéd States, destitute
as they are, and always have been; equally of ships
of war and of ports and harbors. = Disloyal emissa-
ries have been neither less assiduous nor more sue-
cessful during the last year than they were. before
that time in their efforts, under favor of that privi
lege, to embroil our country in foreign wars.

The desire and determination of the Governments
of maritime States to defeat that design are believed
to be as sincere as, and cannot be more earnest than
ourown: Nevertheleds, unforseen ‘political difficul-
tied have arisen; espécially in ~'Bruzi{’ian and British
ports, and on the northern boundaries of the United
States, which have required and are likely to con-
tinue to require, the: practice of constant vigilance,
and a just and conciliatory - spirit on the part of the
U niw& States; as well as the nations coucerned, and
their Governments. Commissioners] have been ap-
pointed under the treaty of Great Britain on the ad-
Justment of the claims of the Hudson Bay and Puget
Sound Agricultural Companies, in Oregon, and are
now progeedipg to.she execution of the trust assign-
ed to them. ]xl view of the insecurity of life and

roperty in the region adjacént to the Canadian bor-

er, by reason of recent assaults and’ depredations
comiitted by ‘inimical and desperate’ persons‘who
| are harbored there, it has been’ thought proper to
! give notice that after the éxpiration of six months—
the period conditionally stipulated tnder the ‘exist-
ing agreement with Great Britain~the Urfited States
must hold themselves at libert!ﬁoincrene their' na-

China has at last be

val armament on the Lakes, if they “shall find ‘that
proceeding necessary, The condition of the bor

i
der will necessarily come into considferation in cdh-
siderafion in connéction with “the question of cont
tinuing or mod(;g'wn the rightsof transit from ' Can:
ada through-the ‘Unitéd States, aswell as the regula-
tion 'of imposts which ‘Were temporasily estdblished
by the reciprocity treaty of the ath of June, 1854~
I desire, however, tp be understood while making
this statement, thatthe colonial awthorities of ' Can-
ada are not deemed to be intentionally unjust or un-
friendly towdrds the United States, but, on the con-
trary, there is every reason to expect that, with the
approval of the Imperial Government, they will take
the necessary measures to prevent new Incursigns
across the borders.

The act passed at the last. session for the encour-
agement of emigration, has, so far as was possible,
been put into operation, 1t seems to u‘ecfsmuud-
ment which will enable the officers of the Govern-
ment to prevent the practice of frauds against the
emigrants while on their way and on their arrival in
the ports, so as to secure them a freée choice of avo-
cations.and places of settlement. A" Tiberal 'dispo-
sition towards this great national policy is manifes-
ted by most ofjthe Buropéan States, and ought to be
especially on ‘our part; by giving the emigrants effec-
tive national protection. regard our‘emigrants as
one of the principal replenishing streams which are
apportioueé by Providence to repair ‘the ravages of
internal war and its wastes of national strength and
health. All that is necessary is 1o secure the flow of
that-stream’in its piresent fuilness, and to that end
the Government myst in every way make it manifest
that it peither needs nor designs to impose involun-
tary military serviet upon those who come from oth-
er izmds to cast their lot in our country.

The' financial affairs 0f the Goveroment have been

succéssfitlly administered during the past year. - The
Jegislation of the last session of Congress has bene-
ficiatly affected’’ the revenues, although sufficient
time has not yet elapsed to experience the full ef-
fect of several of the provisions of the acts of Con-
gress imposing increased taxation.
The receipts during the year from all sources. up-
on the basis of warrants signed by the Secretary of
the Tteasury, including loans and the balance the
Treasury on the fizst day of July, 1863, were $1,304,
796,007,62,

And the aggregate disbursements upon the same
basis were S1,198,056,101,80, leaving a balancein the
Treasury as shown by warrants, of $96,739,905.73.
Deduct from these amounts the amouni of ‘the prin-
cipal of the publie debt redeemed, and thé amount
of issdes in substitution therefor, and ‘the “actnal
cash operations” 6f the Treasury were :—Receipts,
$884,(76,646. 577 Qishursements, "$865,234,087.86,
which leaves;s cash balancein the Treasury .of $18,
842,558,71.

O7 the receipts there wére derived from customs
£102,316,152.99." From lands; $588,833.29 ; from
direct taxes, ®475,648.96; from internal revenue,
2109,741,184.10 ; from miseellanéous zonree:
511,448.10 ; ‘and from loans applied to actual
difures, including former balances, $623,44¢
There were disbursed for the civil
i nd Indians

rega

making an agg
ng a balance in the Trea-
#8.71, as before stated

For the reeeipts and dishurse
first quarter, and the estimated rec
bursements for the three remaining quarter
current fiscal year, and the general operatior
Treasury in detail, ¥ réfer you to the Réport of the
Se ry of the Treasyry.

I concur with him in theé opinion that the propor
tion of moneys reguired to méet the expenses conse-
quent upon war detrived from taxation, should be
still further in¢ d, and 1 earnéstly invite your
attention to thissebject, to the ‘end that there may
be suCh adamonal 1Egistuton @8 NMWmITe requirod’ss
meet the ;ust expectations of the Seeretary.

ury of $18,842.5

The public debt on the Tst day of July lust, as ap-
p hs books of the treasur unted to ent
b , deven hundeed and forty millions, six hun-

dred and ninety thousand, four hundred and eighty-
nine déllarsand eighty nine’ cents(1,740,690,489.
49.) Probably should the war continue for ‘another
year, that amount may bé inereaged by not far from
five hitndred millions.” Held as it is' for the most
part By our own people, it Has become a branch of
ugtional though private property.  For obvi rea-
sons, the more nearly this property can be distribu-
ted among all the people the beétter. = To favor such
general distribution, greater inducements to become
owners might perhaps effect, and without injury, be
presented to persons of limited means: With this
view I suggest whetherit might not be both compe-
tent and t':-'['(”“l’nl for Cor to provide that a
limited amount of some futn sue of publiec secu-
rities might be held by any bona fide purchaser ex-
empt from taxation and from seizure for debt, under
suclh restrictions and limitations as might be neces-
sary to guard against abuse of so impottant a privi-
lege. ' This would enable eyery prudent person to
set aside a small annuity against a ‘possible day of
want. Privileges like these would render the pos-
session of stich securities, to”'the amount limited,
most desirable to every person of small’ means who
might be able to save enough for the purpose. The
great advantage of citizens being creditors as well as
debtors with relation to, the public “debt, is obvious.
Men readily perceive that they cannot be much op-
pressed by a debt which they owe themselves.

The public debt on the first day of July last; al-
though somewhat exceeding the estimate of the
Secretary of the Treasary made to congress at the
commencement of the last session, falls short of the
estimate of that officer made' in the preceding De-
cember, as to its probable amount at the beginning
is year by the sum of $3,995,097

—

This- fact
a safisfactory condition and conduct of the
operations of the Treasury. s i

The National banking system is proving to be ac-
ceptable'to capitalists and to the people.’' On the
25th day of November, 584 National bauks had been
organized, a considerable number of which were con-
versions from State banks. Changes from the State
systems to the Natiotal systems are rapidly taking
place, and it is hoped that very soon there will be in
the United States no banks of issue not authorized
by Congress, and no bank note circulation not se-
cured by the Government.

That the Government and the Yvople will derive
great, benefit from this chunge in the banking system
of the country can hardly be questioned. The Na-
tional system will create a reliable and permanent
influence in suppott of the Natioral ¢redit, and pro-
tect'the’ peoplé against losses in paper money.—
Whether or not any further legislation is n(lnsnh!o
for the suppressing of State bank issues, it will be for
Congress to determine. Ttseems tobe quite clear
that the Treasury cacnot be safisfactorily conducted
unless the Governmeut can exercise a restraining
power over the bank note cirgulation of the conntry.

The Report of the Secretary of War andthe accom-
panying docnments will detail the campaigns ‘of the
armies in the feld sidee the dafe of the last annual
message, and also the operations of the several
ministrative bucaus of the War l!-:panm'-m during
the last year. It will also specify the measures
deemed necessary for the National defence, and to
keep up and supply the requisite milit: £

The report 011' the Secretary of the Navy presents
a comprehensive and satisfactory exhibit of the af-
fairs of that Department, and of the naval service.
It is 2 subject o?congratulnﬁon and landable prideto
our countrymen that a navy of such vast proportions
hads been organized in o brief a period and conduc-
ted with so much efficiency and guccess.

The geéneral exhibit of the vavy, including vesiéls
under construction, on the 1st of December, 1864,
shows g total of six hund¥ed and seventy-one vessels
carrying four thousand “six hundred and ten gans,
and of 510,896 tons, being an actaal increase during
the year over and above all losses hy ' shipwreck: or
in battle, of 83 vessels, 167 guns, and 4,247 tons.

The total number of men st-this time in the naval
service, including officers, is about fifty one thonsand.
There have been eaptured by the navy during the
year three hundred and twenty-four vessels, and the
whole number of nayal captures since hostilifies com-
menced is, thirteen houdred and seventy-nipe, of
which two hundred and sixiy-seven are steamers.

The gross proceeds arising from the sale of “con-
demned prize property, thus far reported, amount
to 514,3&1,250,51. A large amount of such pro-
ceeds fs still under adjndication and yet to be re-

ported. The total ezpenditure of the Navy Depart-
meht, of évery description including the cost of the
immense squadrons that haye been called into the
existence since the 4th day of March, 1861, to the
18t of November, 1864, are $288,647, 262,85,

various reacommendations of the Secretary of the

Your favorable consideration is invited to to the’

l

Navy, éspecially in regard to a Navy Yard and suit-
able establiscment for the construction and repair
ofiron vessels and the machinery and armature for
our ships, to which reference is made in my last an-
nual message. Your attention is also invited to the
views expressed in the report in relation to the Teg-
islation nf Cyngress at its last session in respect to
prizes;on our inland waters. .1 cordially concur in
the recommendation of the Secretaryas to_the pro-
priety of creating the new rank of Vice Admiral in
our naval service,

Your attention is invited to the Report of the
Postmaster General fora detailed account of the op-
eration and financial condition of the Post office De-
y]mrtmum. The postal revenues for the year ending
June 20, 1864; amounted to $12,438,253,78, and the
expenditures to $12,644,768,20, the excess of ex-
penditures over reccipts being $206,652,42. The
views presented by the Postmaster General on the
subject of s{:ecia.l grants by the government in aid
of the establishment of mew lines of ocean mail
steamships, and the policy he reccommends for the
development of increased commercial intercounrse
with adjacent and neighboring countries, should re-
ceive the careful consideration of Congress.

It is of note-worthy interest that the steady expan-
sion of population, improvement and governmental
institutions over the new and unoccupied portions
of our country have scarcely been checked, much
less impeded or destroyed, by our great civil war,
which at first glancé'woud seem to have absorbed
almost the entire energies of the nation.

he organization and admission of the State of
Neveda has been completed in conformity with law,
and thus our excellent system'is firmly established
in the mountains which-once seemed a barren and
uninhabitgble waste between the Atlantic States and
those which have grown'up on the coast of the Pa-

cean.
The Territories of the Union are, generally in a
condition of prosperity and rapid growth. Idaho
and Montana, by reason of their great distance and
ion of communication with them by In-
have been only partially organiz
Butit i3 understood thcse difficult are_about to
disappedr, which' will ‘permit their governments,
like those of the others; to go into speedy and full
operat
As intimately connpcted with and promotive of
this material growth of the nation, T ask the atten
tion of Congress to the valuable information and im-
portant  recommendations  relative to the  Pablic
Lx!nh, Indian Affairs, the Pacific Railroad and min-
eral discoveries, contained in the Report of the Sec-
retary of the Interior, which is herewith transmitted
and -which report also embrages the subjects of pat-
pensions, and other matters of public interest
is Department,
The guantity of public land didposed of during the
five quarters ending 30th December last was 4,221,
C 538,614 acres were entered
lo-
g ural gerip
sold for cash.—

1d location fees was

The rem:

h military land warrs
1 to States for 1ailroads
rdeeived from sales

icome from sales daring the ficeal year ending
30, 1864, was 8678.007,21. against’ $1¢
ived during the preeeeding Th
athber of acre the year,
mal to theg i of, a
s open to settlement about 133,000,000 ac
1 land.
The gres

. ag-

s been

ing the Atlantig
s and  telegraph
¢ that.gives as-
surance.of success, notwithstanding the embarrass-
ment arising. from the prevailing high prices of ma-

ials and labor. The route of the main line of the
sen _definitely located for one hundred
e tward from the initial point at Omaha city,
Nepraska, and a prelimmary locavon of the Pgcifies
Railroad of California, has been ‘made from Sacrs-
mente. to the great bend of the Truckee river in Ne-
veda.

Numerous discoveries of gold and silvar, and ¢in-
nabar mines have been added to the many hereto-
fore knowa, and the country occupied by the Sierra
Neveda and Rocky Mountains and the subordinate
vith en ising labor, which 'is

t is believed that the product
s of precious metals in fthat region, has,
cached ifnot exceeded, one hun-
in valoe.
amended in my last annual message
e remodelled. © Congress at
wpon ‘the recommendation,
did pr : zing the systém in Califor-
nia, and it is believed that under the present or-
ganization the management of the Indians there will
be attended with réasonable’ success. Much yet re-
mains to be done to provide for the proper govern-
ment of the Indians in other parts of the country,
to render it secure for the advancing settler, and to
provide for the welfare of the Indian. The Secreta-
Ty reiterates his recommendations, and to them the
attention of Congress is invited.

The liberal provisions made by Congress for pay-
ingp ensions to invalided soldiers and sailors of the
Republe, and to the widows, othans and dependant

f those who have fallen in battle, or died
e contracted or wounds received in the ser-
viee of the eountry, haye been diligently -adminis-
tered.

There has been added to the pension rolls during
the year ending the 80th day of June last the nrmes
of 18,770 invahd soldiers, and 271 disabled seameh,
muking the present number of army invalid pen-
sioners; 22767, and of navy invalid peusioners, 712.

Of widows, orphans and mothers 22,188 have been
Jlaced on the army pension rolls, and 248 on the
navy rolls. . The present number of army pensioners
of this class is 25,444, and of navy pensioners 793.
At the beginning of the year the number of Revolu-
tionary pensioners was 1,430~ Only twelve of them
were soldiers, of whom seven have since died.  The
remainder are those who under the laws rece:ve pen-
sions because of relationship to Revolutionary sol-
diers. During the year ending the 30th of June,
1864, $4,504,616,92 have been paid to the pension-
ers of all classes,

I cheerfully recommend to your continued patron-
age the benevolent institutions of the District of
Columbia, which have been established and fostered
by Congress; and respectfully refer fér information
concerning them,; and in relation to.the Washington
Aqueduct, the Capitol and mattersof local interest,
to the Report of the Secretary.

The-Agricultural Department under the superyi-
sion of its present energetic and faithful head, is rap
idly commending itself to the great and vital interest
it was created, to advance, It is particularly the
people’s department in which they feel more deeply
concerned than in any other. I commeénd it to the
continued attention and fostering eare of Congress.

The war continues. Since the last annual message
all the important lines and positions then ocecupied
by our torces have been maintained, and our arms
have steadily advanced, thus liberating. the regions
left in rear, .o that Missouri, Kentucky, Tennesses,
and parts of other States have again produced reas-
onably fair crops.

‘The most remarkable featare in the military ope-
rations of the year is General Sherman’s attempted
march of three hundred miles direc through the
insurgent region. It tends to show a great increase
in our relative strength, that our Genéral-in-Chief
should feel able to confrent and hold in cheek every
active foree of the eneniy, and yet to detach a well
appointed large army, tomove on such an  expedi-
tion. The result is net yet known, conjuetare in
regard to it is not here indulged. §

(i'mportun! wovements have. also ncenrred. during
the year to. the effect of moulding society for  dura-
bility in the Union, - Although short of complete
success, it is much in the right direction that twelve
thousand citizens in each of the States of Arkansas
and Lonisiana have organized loyal State Govern-
ments with free Coustitutions, and are earnsftly
struggling to maintain and administer them,

'%'he movements in the same directions more
extensive though less difinite, in Missouri, Kentucky
and Tennessee,. should not be overlooked. But
Maryland presents the example of complete suc-
¢ess.  Maryland is secare to Li and Union
for all the future. The genius of rebelhon will no
more claim Maryland. Like another foul spirit,
being driven out, it may séek to tear her, but it will
w00 her no more.

Atthe last session of Congressa proposed amend-
ment of the Constitution abo ishingSlavery through-
out this United States passed the Senate, but failed
for lack of the requisite: two-thirds vote in the
Eouse of Representatives. sAlthough the present
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is the same Congre«s, and nearly the same members
and without questioning the WiIC{Om or patriotism of

these who stood in opposition, I venture to recom-
mend the reconsideration and passage of the meas-
ure at the present session. iRy

Of course the abstract question i8 not changed,
but an.intervening election shows almost certainly
that the next Congress will pass the measure if this
one does not ; hence there is only a question of
time as t6' when the prop amendment will' go
to the. States for their action, andas it isto
.;_\)t ?ll events, may we not agree that the soomer tf;

etrer.

It is'not claimed that the election has imposed a
duty on members to change their ‘views or their
votes any farther than as an additional element to
be considered how far their judgment may be effeet-
ed by it. Tt is the voice of the people now for the
first time heard upon the question. Ina great na-
tional erisis like ours unanimity of action amon
those seeking a common and i very desirabl
most indispensable—and yet no approach to such
unanimity is attainable unless some deference shall
be Eaid to the will of the mam'lt&l simply because it
inthe will of the majority. i
mon end is the maintenance of the Union and a-
mong the means tosecure that end, such will through
the election, is most clearly declared in favor of
such constitutional amendment. ‘The most. reliable
indication of public purpose,in this country is de-
rived through our popular elections. Judging by
the recent canvass and its result, the purpose of the
people within the loyal Statés to maintain the integ-
rity of the Union was never more firm, nor more
nearly unrnimous, than now,

The extraordinary calmness and x00d order with
which the millions of voters met and mingled at the
polis give strange assurance of this. Not only all
those who supported the Union ticket, so called, but
a great majority of the opposing party also may’ be
fairly claimed to entertain and to be actuated by the
same purpose.

It is an unanswerable argument to this effect that
no candidate for any office whatever, high or low,
has ventured to seek votes on the avowal ‘that he
was for giving up the Union. Theré¢ hias been much
impugning of motives and much héated controversy
as 1o the proper means and best mode of advancing
the Union cause ; hut on the distinctissue of Union
or no Union, the policians have shown their instinc-
tive knowledge that there is no diversity among the
people. In affording the people the fair opportunity
of showing one to another andto the world this
firniness and unanimity of purpose, the election has
been of vast value to the National canse.

The election has exhibited another fact, not iess
valuable to be known. The fact that we do not ap-
proach exhaustion in the most important branch of
national resources—that of living'men. ' While it is
menancholy to reflect that the war has'filledso many
graves and carried mourning to so many hearts, itis
some relief to know that, compared with the sur-
viving, the fallen have been so few.  'While ' corps
and divisions and brigades and regiments have
formed and fought and dwindled and gome out of
existence; a great majority of the men who com-
posed theém are still living. The same is true of the
naval service.

The election returns prove this.. So many voters
could not be found. The States regularly holding
*?r-ct_ions. both now and four years ago, to wit: Cali-
fornia, Connecticat, Delaware, Tilinois, Indiana, To-

Kentueky, Maine, Maryland, 'Massachusets,
1 ressota, Missouri, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon Penns Yvnnia,
Rbode Island, Vermont, West Virginiaand Wiscon-
sin, cast 011 votes now, against 3,870,222 cast
then; showing an aggregate now of 8,982,0i1.' To
shis is to be added 33,762 castnow, in the newStates
of Kansas and Nevada, which States did not yote in
1860, thus swelling the aggregate to 4,015,775, and
‘the nett increase during the three years and & half
of the war 145.5561. A table is appended, showing
acticulars.  To this again should be added the num-
ver of all soldiers in ufhe field from Massachusetts,
Rhode Tsland, New Jersey, Delaware, Indiand, THi-
nois and Califoruia, who by:the laws of 'those States
could not vote away from their homes, and  which
number cannot be less than 90,000. Nor yetis this
all. * The number in organized Territories is triple
now what it was four years ago, while thousands—
white and black—join us, as the National arms prei
back the insargent lines. -So much is shown Agf:!
atively and negatively by the election.

It is not material to inquire how thé incérease has
been produced, orto show that it would 'have heen
greater but for the war, which is probably true.—
the important fact remains demonstmw{ that we
have more men now than we had when the war be-
gan ; that we are not exhausted, norin process of
exhaustion that we are gainin, strength, and may, if
need be maintain the contest indefinitely. This as
tomen. Material resources are now more complete
and abundant than ever.

The national resources then areunexhausted, and,
as we believe, inexhaustable. The public purpose
to re-establish and maintain the National autharity
is unchun?ed, and, we believe, unchangeable, The
manner of continuirg the effort remains to choose.
On careful consideration of all the evidence secassi-
ble, it seems to me that no atieinpt at megotiation
with the insurgent leader could result in_any ?od.
He would accept nothing short of severance of the
Union—precisely what we cannot and will not give.
His declarations to this effect are explicit -and oft-
repeated.  He does not attempt to deceive us: . He
affords us no excuse to deceive ourselves, He can-
not volontarily reaccept the Union ; 'we ' €annot vol-
ily yieid. 'Between him and us the issueis dis-
tinct, simfio. and inflexible. It is an issue 'which
can ¢nly be tried by war and decided by victory.: - If
we yield—we are beaten. Tf the Sputhern people
fail him, he is beaten. Either way, it would be the
victory and defeat following war. ' ‘What is true,
however, of him who heads the insurgent cause, is

not wecessarily true of those who follow. ey can,
at any moment, have peace simply by laying ‘down
their arms and submifting 16 the ahdh'arnuthori!y

under the Constitution.  Aftér o minéh the Gov-
emment could not, if it would; maintain wara;n’mt
them. Although he camnot re-accept the Union,
they can. Some of them, we know, nlreadj desire
eaceand Union. The number of such may increase.
val people would not sustain or allowit. If ques-
tions should remain, we would adjust them by the
peaceful means of legislation, conference, eourts and
votes, operating only in constitutional and lawful
channels. Some certain and other possible questioris
are, and would be beyond the Executive: power to
adjust, as, for instance, the admission of members
into Congress, and whatever might require the ap-
propriation of money. The Executive power it:SI
would be greatly dimitished by the cessation of ac-
tual war. Pardons and remissions of forfeit-
ures, however, would still be within Execative
control. In whatspirit and temper this control wonid
be exercised, ean be fairly judged of by the past.

A year ago general pardon and Amnesty, upon
specified terms, were offered to all exeept’ certain
designated classes, and it was at the sgame time made
known that the accepted classes were still in contem-
plation of special elemency.

During the year many availed themselves of the
general provision, and many more would, cnly that
the signs of bad faith in some led to such ;precau-
tionary measures as rendered the practical process

During the same time =lso,

less easy and certain.
special pardons have been granted to individuals of
the excepted classes, and'no voluntary application
has bHeen denied.

Thus practically the door has heex for a full year
apen to all except such as were not in condition to
make frée choice—that is, such as were in custody
ulr under restraint. It is still scivnopen to ;u. But
thetimg m me, p will come, w b
lie duty. sh:ﬁ'{ﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬁ%”m closed, and ¢ S.“in
:iieu more vigorous measures than heretofore be a-

n presenting the abandonment of armed resists
ance to the National authority.on the part of the in-
surgents as the only indispensable condition to end-
ing the war on the part of the Government, I retract
nothing heretofore said as to Slavery. - I repeat the
declaration made a year ago, that while I remainin
my present position I shail not attempt to retract or
modify the Emancipation Proclamation ; nor shall ¥
return to Slavery any person who'is free by the terms
of that ?roclmd on, or by auy of the acts of Con=
gress. If the people should, by whatever. mode
means, make it an Executive duty to re-enslave |
persons, another, and not T, must be their instrument
to perform it. 3 :

n stating a single condition of peace, 1 mean
simply to say that the war will cease, on the part of
the Government, whenever it shall have ceased o
tbe.p%rt of dthose who bﬁa&m 47k

(Signed) s LINCOLN,
Washington, December 6, 1864, -
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