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REMARKS OF

(0L §. 8. WHARTON.

IN PA. SENATE; FEB'RY, 2, 1862.

The Senate baving under consideration the
resolution innstructing our Seaators te vote for
the expulsion of Jesse D. Bright:

Mr. WHARTON. Mr. Speaker, I bad not
intended to ocoupy. the attention of the Sen
ate upen this question; but I do mot fesl at
liberty to pass it by, coutent with merely
casting wy vote. L desire ouly tosaya few
words, however, in relatioa to points which I
thick have oot been touched uponin the dis-
cussion. In the first place I will say to my
riend of Bradford, (Me. Landon,) that I am
afraid be aotertaias & mistaken netion upon the
question; 1 do not thiok it is of that charac-
tor which can properly be denominated “a
lover’s quarrel.”” Lf it wae of snch a obarac-
ter, then its adjustment might be expeeted to
resemble that which he has suggested. He
talks of tears of joy snd sorrow being shed,
the adoption of stern resolutions by both pars
ties in the quarrel, and then o mutual good
feeliug; bat there is more than that embraged
in the actioo had upom thie resclation. It is
plainly evident that the iustinots of party pol-
icy are the ruling motives in the disposition of
the present subject. Although, perhaps, ev»
ery mewber of the legislature has stated his
belief that the object of our preseat action is
not designed to magoify or lessen the standing
of any pelitioal orgavization belore the peo-
ple, yet upos neariy all oceasions of impor-
ssnce to the interests of the whole couatry,
this disposition bas been privately indulged in
the Legislstare. ['do wnot thiok there should
be any studied demvustrations of party tactics,
on questions of so much visality to ocur coms
mon coustry; but we have political parties,
end 1 would as readily racognize party lives at
this time upon material questions of poliey, as
[ would have previous to the dawning of the
present great orisis upon the country. It does
not necessarily follow that because parties do
exiat, their adberents are not therefore patri-
otio. - As aa iodividual member of society,
belonging tc a political organization, I ean
state without the least prevarication that my
party feelings do oot make me less patriotic
than if 1 repudiated all party isms or politi-
cal prineiples; aod' I sappose the same may be
said of the members of the Demooratio party
geverally. I supposs they are carrying out
sueir convictions of duty; and if they are hoo-
est in those convictiors, tbey will favor all
measures which look 1o promoting the best iu-
terests of the couamtry.

Now, Mr. Spesker, 1ean sce 00 resson why

represents my own pdlitioal creed. But I ob-
jeos to this universal prejudice in favor of par-
ty. In the disposition of the measure be-
fore us, that prejudios is based upon the hope
entertained by Demosoratio politiciana that the
diffioulties of the couutry are but temporary,
and that they must take care of the party in
the meantims or else the cooperation of jhe
south would be lost to them when the war is
over. They argue that Mr. Bright isa Dem-
corat and a friend of the South, acd if mat-
ters become quisted dowm the Demoeracy of
the North will require the aid of the South in
order to obtain possession of the reins of gov-
ernment. Members of the Legislature would
be a great deal better off if they acted frank-
ly in these matters snd either came out boldly
against traitors or ageinst the government.—
Thtese party arrangemeuts to go before the
people next fall, are subjects which frequently
engross the attention of representatives of the
people in these halls; and I would sugges: to
those gentlemen that there is no use in wincing
the marter. It presentsa question upon which
we must go before the people of the nation.—
Thbere is not a man here who does not be-
lieve that Senator Bright wrote the treasona-
ble letter with which he is charged. I ask
how can a sensibla man couscientiously believe
toat a person writing & letterat the time at
which this one was dated—three or four days
before the present President of the United
States was ivangurated under frowning batte-
ries of casnon, ranged for the defenca of the
oapital, (which preparations wers rendered ne-
cessary because of rumored attempts to take
possession of the government by s lawless
band of rebels)—how can any man under sach
circumstances, refuse to believe that that letter
furnishes evidence of treason? I have already
put the question to the Senator from Berks,
{Mr. Clywer,) whetber he believed that letter
was genuine—whetber it was written by Mr.
Bright. He adwitted the autheaticity of the
letter; and yeot with.all these facts before us,

the Senate of the United States beiog a judi
cial body, sitting for the trial of the case of
the Goverswment vs. Bright; and therefore
upon thet question we should net instruct our
Senators. Sir, you may readily find an ex-
cuse even for a bad ¢ snd that excuse may
satisfy us as pnnizau*bougb it never can as
couscientious and respousible men. When our
consciences and judgments are appesled to, the
aspect of 8 cuse which io our hested partizan
prejudices may appear proper, will become
great ly ebauged. 1 think the time has arriv-
ed when we should take action upon this sub-
jeet, and thereby render a precedent for the
punisbment of traitors in all departments of
the government; for there are many employees
of the present admiuistration whose sympa-
thies are in favor of the rebels. 1 hLave no

thers should be any difference of opinion on
this resolution, between the two Heuses, if it
was oot for the faci to which [ bave referted.
1t ie owing to the tactics of party—to a kind
of mania for a change of what one political
party ia tbis Seoate bad proposed snd to sub.
stitute the proposition cf our Democratio
friends in the House. The party in the House
seems to have lost sight of the fact that this
Senate finally voted unanimously for the reso-

lution of instruetior to our Secators in Con-
gress, to vote for the expulsjon of the traitor,
Jesse D. Bright. Whether the action of the
Democracy of the House is baced upon the
assumption that they are better leaders than
thuse of their party m the Seuate, I am upa-
ble to say; but one thing, Mr. Speaker, is cor-
tain—that the tendemcy to differ between the
two houses on this question, at the present
time, can have no good effect upon the inter-
ests of the people. If our Scmators in Con-
gress are to be instructed to vote for the ex.

pulsion of the traitor Bright, why not give
them direct instruotivns? They are men of
direot and positive dealings and they would
certainly greatly prefer that if instructed at
all, those ivstructions should be plain ssd to
the point. Now, Mr. Spesker; having made
these preliminary remarks, I desire to call the
Attention of the Senate to the somewhat moot-
~ed question of the right of instruction. That
is & doctrive as old as Democracy itsslf; it is
#0 well understood and has been so well prae-
ticed in years gone by, and is so generally
practiced at this dey, that it poems to be a
part and parcel of the governwment itself.—
Members of all parties have long since came
sothe conclusion, that, in point of prineiple,
the dostrine of ingtruetion is just and proper.

Why, sir, if 1 felt satisfied in rogard to the
instructions of my constituents upon aany one
question, I would feel that I was net discharg-
ing my duty as a Semator if 1 did not obey
those instractions; the only alteruative left
me as au bonornble mav, in suech & case, would

be to resign my position. In the presens in-

stacce, we have clearly the right to aasert that

priveiple, and especiazlly so af the present |
session when many wembers of the Legislature |
are present, by whosc votes the present Sena-

tors in Coogress were elected to their high sod

honoroble offices. The Legislature is that

power by which our Benators in Cnngress are

offisialy created, and the right of this body to

instruot those representative officers is ot on-

Iy clear but’eminently just and proper, snd in {
acoordanoe with the republicsn institutions of

our country. Farthermore, neoessity requires

that those representatives sbould know our

0piuions upon sil questions of vital interest to
this peopie. The Democratio psrty haviog, |
at all tumes eod oo sli vooasions sgreed to the |
right of instraotion, it is wost singularly |
strange that the orgavization should pow pro~{
fess to avoid she dooirine of voting for dis~

tinot and positive imstroctions. | wake no

charges sgaimet that party om the grouvd of

dulg,s-hy; I will not gay thas they are oot as

Petrtotic ss myesll, for I think thet every!
Domovratio Benstor is us patriotio s he who !

{ doubt that such is the case; buthow are they
| to be found out?
{or it they do they are not detected as hus for-
'i tunstely been the case in the present instance.
The real question at isaue is not us to the Je-
gsl or technmical settlement of this question;
it is higher thaun that.
Mr. Bright is a fit advissr of the President of
the United States, whetber he has the interests

there should be no hesitation on tho part of

lution of imstruction for bis expulsion. I re-
peat the question is not whether he can be le-

disloyalty in their councils. Wby was that
great writ of babess corpus suspeuded? The
object was to cateh such men as eounld not be
convicted of treason or unfriendliness to the
goverament of our eountry, that they wight

80 many wmen at present confined io prisons.—
Their incarceration is necessary iu order to
prevent thew from doing vast ivjury to the
welfare of the country, by giving information
to the rebels and traitors of the South. As
an 1llustration of the injury which such men
have caused our country, 1 would refer to the
fact that upon the occasion of a military ex-
padition lesving our shores, the rebels always
koew the destination and purposes of that ex-
pedition, while loyal people had not the slight-
est information as to where their fellow coun-
trymen were destined. Su long as we have quib-
bling bere in_Peonsylvan ia amongst loyal men,
this state of things will continue to exist.

The Sepate resolution requests our Sena-
ators in Congress, in presise language,to do
Just as you or I, Mr. Bpeaker, would ve like-
ly to ask a representative to act vpon a ques-
sion affecting eur private iuterests. It con-
templates no other than a direct answer.

lo regard tothe amendment of the repre-
tentative from Bedford, (Mr. Uessoa,) I think
it may be safely elassed in the category of
little party arrsngements for the next fall
cawpaign; to whioh ) have already sliuded.—
It bas yery muoh that sppesrance, at least.—
After presuwiog to ipstruet our Sepators ip
Congress, the resslution says that if a certaiu
staig of things is found to exist, a certain ac-
tion shall be taken, and then as if slarmed ut
its own strength the resolution says in the
wost amiable terms, “‘provided there is no difs
ficulty 1 the Constitation.” This latter sen-
ten ce 18 ndded for fear thul those who are to
be instructed might find sometbing in the
Couostitation, that would wot exactly allow
them, on constitutional grounds, 10 expel o
follow member from the United States Senate.
I will he perocived that Mr. Cessns is a mau
of policy, (and I know bim to be a msn of
sense,) ior oy his resolation he places bhimself
on boib sides of tae questice. If Mr. Cowsu
votes for the expalsive of Jesse D. Bright,
shon the member frow Bedford may consists
ently tell bim he has done right; and if he

votes against the expuleion, our politic friend
may likewise applaud the set; snd should he
meet Mr. Bright, he can aay “this resolution
was not so bard upon you, for we left it jast
whers it commenced: Therefore, nobody is
hurt; with suek a resolution uobody ean be
bart.

As I before remsrked our are Sen. tors straight
forwagd, iotelligent mes, snd they ocertsinly
would greatly prefer, as also would the people
st large, that we instruct them directly to the
point. If they see proper to disobey that in-
struction, then they and their consciences ey
settle that question. The people of Penusyls
vanis wili bold them to  strict accouatability
for their votes on this question, I do noteare
what individual suffering their sotion may eaure,
they must come up to the work. The_ people
of Pennsylvania are lopal, whether they be
democrats, republieans or of any politics] faith;
and I would add that if they could ouly lay
sside their lirtle predjudicee, the unanimous
voice of the Commonwealth would be unequiv-
ocally in faver of the criginal resolution of the
Benate. They sro opposed to treachery and
to traitors, and that Bright is a traitor no mems
ber of this body will attewpt to deny. No one
doubts that he is not a fit adviser of the Preai-
dent of the United States and unfit to go into
a seerat session of the Senate where all the
plans and projects of the goveroment are de-~
termined upon. He bas vever repented of the
trattorous latter with which he is charged; he
he has never denied his complicity in the trea~
son which it wvnveils; he has never even said
that he was sorry for weiting it, and he is oot
any better qualified for the dutics of his hon-
orable positivn than he was upon the firss of
March last; yet we are hesitatiog as to our
proper action in the premises. A dispusition
bas been wavifested to consider the matter as
a great constitutionsl question, and to treat 1t
upon its techuicai legality, when tbat question
has nothing on sazth to do with the subjees.—

the members of tbe opposite party talk about |

The point is whether |

of the loyal peoplo at heart. In that view |

any Senator here to vote in favor of this resv- |

! The case of Bright should be treated in the
same maouer o8 the goverument would treat
| that of auy other disloyal or unsafe maug, by
| disposing of bim in the most summery way;
{ aod such action would be justified by the utac-
{ imous voice of the loysl portion of the ua-
{ tion.
{ The government imprisioned those danger-
| ous weo who were likely to give it trouble in

| the future aud create dissatisfaction smong our |

| luyal people; and | freely deelars it as my bam-
; ble opivion, that & mse should be privilged to

| travel through this or any sowmunity and give |

| utterance to seatiments which wight tend to
H .
| bring the government into disfavor or poison

| tha public wind by distorted representations of |

| the polioy of that govermmeut. He may not
| opeuly avow his desire for a dissolution of the
| Union, but at the sawe tiwe iodirectly attempt

10 overtbrow the govervmeut—1 say that such |
| 8 wan is dangerous aud swould be marked; be- |
They do oot write letters, |

cause the governmeat requires all the assint-
suce and encoursgement we ean give to it, and
the people now, more than st ali other times,
| are required to stand up to the work in order
o mees the immense expenses incident to a
great aod just war. We huve to-day six hun-
| dred thousand wen upon the tented field, ar-
| rayed in deadly conflict with probably an equal
force, while we, the representatives of the Key-
| stoge State of the Union, sre hesirating about
the expulsion of a traitor from the couneil
| chamber. We are besitatiog Lere, toaday, about
turoiog vut a treacberous foe, whem nearly six

gally couvicted of the crime of treasonm, but: hundred thousand wen are cowpelled to face a | own. : : i
it is whether the imperative requirements of | deadly enemy, at the same time exposed to the | upon in this body, but no Senator was depriv-
the hour do tot demand that the Lecessitiea of | putiivg blasts of winter and ravages of disease, | ed of his right to make any remarks he thought
the natien shall be placed above ali doubt or | with waoy of their fawilies »t howe in.a cou- | proper. Now, Mr.

dition of want,
|  While such 1s the situstion of cur sountry’s
| defenders, this man Bright, who is knoown to be
| the intimate friend of Jeff. Davis, is to be left
| in bis comfortable seat at Washington, to be a

! sir, what Democrat in the Senate of Pennsyl«
vania can falter in a full entire support of the
Governwent when he sees Andrew Johnson of
Teouessee, one of the fathers of Democrucy,
standing up 1p the Senate, exhorting mea of
ail parties to tarn out this traiter Bright?'—
Yet we have Feonsylvania legislators who sre
trying to get up something of a doubtful na-
turs—a moasure which may be caloulated to
pleass both sides. Let them eome up to the
work and meet the question like men. 1 am
28 conscrvalive as sDy man, my capse bas al-
ways been conservative; but I despise this
practioe ot shrivking a responsibility; I always
prefer to be ranged upon one side or the oth-
i er; aod 1 bave never been knowp to bave acted
in auy other manner.

In reply to the Senatcr from Berks, (Mr.
CLyxer,) who complained that the original
resolution of the Senate was passed in great
baste, | would remind that Senator that it was
not adopted with any greater haste than was
the swendment of the House by that body.—
Why, Mr. Spesker, when the House amend-
weut was subwitted, its mover never stopped,
but put the amendment through under the op-
eration of the previous question; that proceed-
log was not adopted here. The Senator from
Berks is not justified in stating as a’fact that
which does not exist. The Benator knew that
the proposition was ot passed through bere in
suoh a wapoer, for every Senater bad eufficient
time to deliberate before asting on the resolu~
tion, and to exprese bis sentiments in she freest
and fullest{manger,

Mr. CLYMERB. I desire to ask the Senstor
& queation.

The SPEAKER. The Senator oannot be
interrupted unless he consents.

Mr. WHARTON: 1 do oconsent, sir.

Mr, CLYMER. I desire to ask the Sena.
tor from Huatingdon whether, when the mo~
tion was made ou last Thurseday by the Benas
tor from Erie, {Mr. Lowry, ) tbat the commit-
tee be disohargod sud the Senate proceed to

1 did pot ask the Spesker to bhave that mo-
tion divided; whether upou that question (re-
quiring but a mere majority to discharge the
commiites,) the Senate did net do so by an al-
most striot party vote—the thing that the Sen-
ator from Huntingdon so mueh despises—agree
to discharge the committee, which was conira-
ry to the rules of this budy? Then 1 ask him
if that was net followed up by a motion te pro-
oeed to s consideration; whether upon that
there was not a striot party vote; whether the
raie (whioh requires two-thirds to suspend it,)
was not suspended by a strict party vote;
whether the Senator from Huntingdon did not
vote with his party, and whether it was not a
party movement throughout ?

Mr. WHARTON. Certamly, sir. All
that the Scaator from Berks has stated, is pre-
sisely so. I have stated, however, that I could
aee nothing wroog in the drawing of party
lines, when the object is to rid the country of
traitors. 1 bave made that deolaration here-
tofore, and proclaim it now. [ see no resson
why & mso eannot be & partizan aud » patriot.
The fact of his connection with the Democrat-
14, Republioan or People’s party (with the lat-
ter of which 1 bave the honor to neld cowmun-
ion) does pot in my opinion, render his patri-
otisw fess conspicuous. There is no reason why
such should be the case. But I object to the
attempt, on the part of any sei of wen, to do
privately that whioh will not bsar publis seru-
tiny.

But, in regard to the assertion of the Sena-
tor from Berks, 1 would repeat that® the reso-
lution of the Senate wus not burried through
| bere with uny more hente than was the propo-
 sition of the House hastened through that
{ ohamber. He usserts that the members of that
| House took pains to deliberate upun the sub-
Ject, but L suggest that no Senator of this body
| was deprived of sn opportusity to be heard up-
oo the question.

Mr LOWRY. Will the Seaator give way
until [ move the postponement of the pres-
ent subject, iv ocider 1o extend the ses-
sion ?

Mr. WHARTON yielded the floor; ssd
the question before the Senate being postpon-
ed.

Oan motion of Mr. Lowry, the hour of ad-
{ journment was extended.
| The Senate resumed the consideration of the
House amendmeat.

Mr. WHARTON contioued; I was about
stating wheu interrupted, that the Senator from
Berks has miscoaseived mty position in regard
| o the propriety of party organizations. 1 say
that I have uo objections to party lines or par-
ty policy but awa rather inolined to favor
thew.

{  When the Senator rose to an explanation, I
was referring to the fset that this branch of
| the Legisiature bad not pressed ibrough the
question en the subjeot before us; and in that
| particular the action of she House does not
! compare fuvourably with that of this chamber.
| I was not present in the hall of the House
when the amendments was offered; I do not
| know how maoy members may have made
speeshes upon it, but [ bave no doubt it was
| disoussed at some length. [ koow that some
| members were deprived of an opportunity to
deliver their sentiments upon it. I ocoupied a
seat alongside of & gentlewan who tore up his.
notes when the pievious question was called;
| 80 it will be seen the question was pressed in
 that body with greater striotness thsm in our
A suspension of the rules was decided

Speaker, such being the
{oase, [ say that members should net spproach
| question of this kiud by makiog statements
| of a eharacter to causc doubt and uncertainty
{ in'the minds of the people at large. That is
| what I object to. Were I s0 unfortunate as to

do no iujury; that is the reason why we have | ¢py upon the actions of the Government? Why, | state that whioch was ecaleulated to make a

| wrong impression upon the people in regard vo
| the opposite party, I weuld acknowledge my
j error at guee. Kvery politicisa, Mr. Speaker,
io times like the present, should be a states-
{man. He should not merely be a lawyer or a
trickster, but be should rise above all sach
ideas; and if such was the case im this Legie-
{ lature, I would have ne hesitation in deolaring
{ that the Senate and House of Represeatatives
would give & unanimous vote in favor of the
{ expulsion of Jesse D. Bright, because there is
| 80 man (laying aside the techovicalities of the
ihw,) whbo can oonscientiously think for a mo-
ment of keeping Jesse D. Bright in the Sen-
ate of the United Siates, as the adviser sod
covsulter upon all questions affecting the pross
pects and duties of the goverament. 1f there
ever was a time in the history of . Pennsylva-
nia when men were called upon as partizans to
rescue the suffering interests of theiz country,
it is the present, and 0o wan, whose head is nos
filled with legsl technicalities, will fail to aet
a8 his duty dictates 1o this emergenoy, and vote
for the expulsion of the traitor Bright. Law-
yers are sll right when iu the right place, but
they do not always make the best statesmen;
and if Mr. Uowan does nos vote for the expul-
sion of Jesse D. Bright, I can ouly account
for it on the ground that he is more of a law-
yer than he 18 s statesman. I do not attrib-
ute to bim any want of loyality; 1 know that
he is a loyal man; I know that both of our
Senators are loyal men, though thay stand di-
vided upon this question, Is noi the State of
Peunayfunin, which bas sent one hundred
thousand wen iato the field, to bave a voice 1
the Senate of the United States? I think I
oan safely aver that there is not a member of
this Legislature who, if he was a member of
that high body, would not vote to expel Jesse
D. Bright upoo the evidenoe of guilt ocontsin-
ed in the letier he has written; of loast 1 am
led to infer a8 much from the speeches to whiok
I bave listened; yet they mow vote for a pre-
amble snd resolution that mean nothing at all.

the consideration of the reselution—whe'her § for by the amendment of the House, Mr. Cow-

an cannot help thinkiog that it is intended for
no other purpose than his amusement. Mr.
Speuker, 1 hope the original resolution of the
Senste will be voted for by every member of
the Senate who has already voted in its favor.
Let that resolation go back to the House; no
man is burt; no democrat is injured; vo repub-
lican is maltrested thereby. We will be foand
consistent in eur position upon this question.
Let the House take the responsibility of their
astion; and may God be tke judge between the
motivos of the two branches of the Legisla-
ture, ss to their boumesty of purpose on this
resolution instructing our senators in Congress
to vote for the expuleion of the traitor Jesse
D. Bright. ¥

GEN. FREMONT’S DEFENCE,

A supplement of the New York Tribune
of the 4th inst., coutaing a long defence of
i General John C. Fremont sgainst the charges
of the committee on the conduct of the war,
It fills five pages. The General states that he
hus ooly answered the leading points brought
forward, as he did not desire te cuwber bis
defence with merely personsl debates. The
dooument is ao sble sud entire defence and
entirely exculpates bim from the charges
brought agaiost him. He says:

“When, iu July last, 1 was assigned to the
| comwand of the Western Departwent, it com-
| prehended, with [ilipois, all the States aud
| Territories west of  the Mississippi river to
| the Rooky Mountsins, including New Mexico.
{ “No speoial ohjsct was given we in charge
[ to do, nor was I furnished with any particular
{ plan of a campsiga. The general discussions
| st Washington resulted in the understanding
| that the great objeet in view was a descent of
| the Mississippi, and for its accomplishmeunt 1
| was to raise aod organize =a army, and when
{ I was resdy to descend the river I was to let
{ the President know. My commsnd was then
| te be extended over Kentucky and down the
{left baunk of the Missiasippi. For military
| reasons it was judged inexpediest to du 8o in
the beginning.

“Full disoretionary powers of the amplest
kind were eonferred on we. Nota line of
written ivstructions was given me. The lead-
iag objeot of the campaign being seitled, the
details of its accomplishment and the manage-
meet of my department were left to my owa
judgment.

While at Washiagton I informed myself
fully of the unprepared ceadition of the West,
and its want of arms, from the Governor ef
Illinois.”

The General then goes on to show thst from
the utterly unprepared condition of the West-
ern loyal troops, from the threatening aspeot
of the rebellion, from the want of any
kind of wrtillery or fortifisatins, and from
the raw condition of the Federal levies,
he was torced to buy arms, to erect fortifiea-
tioce, and to oversee the gigantie field of op-
eratious from Cairo to the Rocky Mountains.

The emergency, General F. thinks jusuified
bim io taking $300,000 from ihe U. S. As-
sistant Treasurer at St. Louis, and a dispateh
from Hoo. M. Blair shows that he aoted with
bis concurrence, for Mr. Blair says: “You
will bave to do the best you can, and take all
peedful respousibility. “In reference to Gep-
eral Lyon, General Fremont says that his de-
feat at Bpriogfield does not lie at his door.—
Had General Lyon been able to adhere to his
{General Lyon’s, own programme before that
battle, the defeat would not have ocourred.—
About Uolonel Mulligan’s defeat at Lexington,
General F. says thst General Cameron was
calling on him for 5,000 troops to go to Wash-
ington, and the danger of Cairo requited other
thousands of soldiers from his department, so
that he could not do everytbing in the world
at onoe. However, the General says:

“Qn the 14th, General Stargis was directad
to move, with all prasticable speed, upon Lex-
ington.. General Polk’s despatch of the 16th-
gave me every reason to believe, as he did,
that & reinforcement of 4,000 wen, with ar~
tillery, would be there in abundant time, and,
if the cowmittee will take the time to read the
sccompanyisg papers, it will be seen that, from
every disposable quarter where there were
troops the prompteat efforte were made to oon-
centrate them on Lexiogion, but ehsnce de-
feated these efforts.”

lo regard to the eontracts for mortars, &o.,
Genoral Fremont gives an extract from s let-
ter from Hon. M. Blair urgiog him to buy
mortars. So far as the other contracts were
conoerned, he disolaims any “jobbing,” snd
boldly justifics themjfrom tha necessities of the
osse. In olosing his introduction te the tes-
timony, General Fremoat aays:

*“1t is mot grateful to me to have been my-
self compelled to set out the merits of my ad-
ministration ; but it was Decessary in order to
oall attention to points, which otherwise might
cot Bave been presented, and which are necese
{Fary to a olear uoderstanding of the subjeots
ioquired imto. Many aots which have peen
ceusured, were, I think, for the public good.
I know they were with that inteution. 1 do
oot feel that in any case 1 overstepped the su-
4bority iotended to be confided to me.

“Myself, and the officers and men soting
with me, wers actuated solely by a desire to
serve the eovntry, and 1 feel assured that this
is reshzed by the poorh of the West, smong
whom we were acting.” .

The socompanying despatches, letters, and
docomenta are very voluminous, and one would
bave to #ift them st leagth to sacertain their
precise value.

— S SRS
UNPUBLISHED INCIDENTS OF THE
FORT DONELSON FIgHT.

The Now York Trebune's Fort Doaclson cor-
respondont gives the following invidenss, mot
publisbed before, of that desperste fight:

.
A FAIR SOUTHERN TRAITREeS.

A youcg maa belooging to one of the Ten-
nesses regiments--he held the rank of first
lieutensnt in his ecmpany—was very danger-
ously wonnded ia Saturday morning’s strife.
snd was not cxpacied to live when I left Do-
ver, where be lay in wuch pain and in re-
morse.

The young man told me he was a native of
Harrisburg, Pennsylvenis, and bad resided
thiere uotil the sutumn of 1859, whon he weas
te Uolumbia, Tenneesse, and thers engaged in
the praotice of the law with eonsiderabls sue~
cess. While in that State he became
ted with 2nd ensmored of & young woman . of
ouitare and fortwne, a distanis relative, I-un-
derstand, of Gen. Pillow, snd was soon engag-
ed to warry her.

The love stream of the young couple flowed
smoothly enough until the fall of Sumter ané
the secession of Tenuessee, when the affianced
busband, a strong advocate for the Unioa, re~
turued bowe, desiguivg to wed after the trou-
bles were over,

Tue petrothed pair corrosponded regularly;
but, sowe weeks after the lover had gone io
Harrisburg, sbe girl, who bad suddenly grown
& violeut Seeessionist, informed him that she
would wot become his wife unless he would ea-
list iu the rebel service sua fight for the inde-
pendence of the Suuth. .

The young wen was exceeding loth to take
such a sourse, and remoostrated with his be-
loved w po puipose, and at last, in the biind-
uess of bis atiachwsnt aud in the absorbing
selfisboess of passion, be informed his parents
of bis lntentiou to win bis :nistress on the tens
ted field.

lo vein they endeavored to dissuade bim
from his resolation. He went to Tonnessee,
reised s company, received the congrstulations
of his irsitorous friendy, and she copious car-
esres of his charmisg tempter.

lisst December tne lieut. proceeded to Don-
elsov, and, a few days before the fight, heard
his betrothed was the wife of auother.

His beart bad vever been in the cause thought
it was i snother’s keeping; and, stung by re-
morse, aud erushed by the perfidy of bis mis-
irese, he hed no desire to live.

Unwilling to desert on the eve of battle the
cause he had embraced, lest he might be char-
ged, with cowardice, he resolved 10 loss the exis-
tence tuat had become nubearable to him; and
io the thiokest of the fight, while seeking death
without endeavoring to ioflict it, he received a
mertal wound.

Beiore thia, the misguided and batrayed lov-
er Las oeased to think of ber who sv eruelly
degeived him. for the Letheau strcam of destu
is flowing arouud the eternity-bound island of
bis soul.

Tue double traitress will soon know all; for.
ber lover dictated a letter to ber from his
couch of pain.

A BOY PATRIOT.

A were boy of about fifteen years, from
Darke county, Obio, being in lllinois, had ea-
listed in ome of the regiments raised in the
southern part of tbat State; but as be was in
very delicate health, his father was extremely
anxious to have Lim released from the service,
though the youthful soldier greatly desirsd to
remain ioit. While st Forts Hoory and
Doneclson the boy wes very ill, but stili insist-
od spon performing his duty.

His father ar-ived at Dunelson on Friday,
the 1dth inst., intending, if possible, to take
bin bowe. He bad av interview with some of
the officers, but could learn nothiog of his
son. While looking for bim industriously
smong his companions, he learned to his sa:-
prise and horror, that the poor boy, after fight-
ing gallantly on Thursday, bed died from exs
posure while lying, without fire or shelter, up-
oo the frozen ground on thas bitter and deso-
late night.

A BULLET RESPEOTED LISUTENANT.

A lieutenant of a company in one of the
Olbio regiments, while preparing for a charge
oad his pipe shot from his mouth. He laughed
and lighted again, and eoon after its fire was
extioguished by a rebel rifle bali, which killed
& man three fvet from him, and while wonder-
ing at bis narrow escape he received a shos
through his cap, and auother struck his ssab-
bard, and yet be was unhurt.

The lieutenant now thinks he was not born
to die on the battle field. :

The proverb that lightoing does not strike
the same tree twice must be truer than that
balis do not design tv do misobief to soldiers
mere than ence during an engsgement.

THE DIFFICULTY OF DYING.

A vumber of our soldiers were wounded
five or six, and even ssven times, noue of them
proving serious, aad yet the variation of a
quarter of an inch would have eaused doeth
in any ove of tho instances. Truly, to cbange
ltl;o sphorism, in the midst of death we are in
ife.

DEATH AT A LONG RANGE.

One of the enemy, s member of the Ala-
bama Rifles, hiad bis head shot off by a shell
from one of Majer Cayender’s t rifle-
batteries (the First Missouri) at a distance of
two and a balf miles, while peeping above the
breastworks. The shot, of course, was scoi-
dental, but it proves the effioncy of Cavender's
guus, and the terrible excoution thuy sre oe-
pable uf doing at a very long renge.

A MAN WOUNDED WITH FALSE TEETH.

A leatenant in sn Iilinois compasy was
M..iﬁ“;:‘uk:"n thh'l\“dnct. the ball
presing b his wooth, which was open e:
oarried two of thew 1ato the thigh of bib sec-
geant at kis side, waking » painful but got ge-

riocus wouand.



