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SPEECH OF

HON.JOSEPH HOLT,
At Louisville, Ky., July 13th.

——

We have never witnessed a popular ovation to a
public man that could have proved more giatifying
to the reecipient than the demonstration at Masonic
I'emple, on Saturday evening last, ou the occasion
of the reception of the Hoa. Joseph Holt. The
Temple was ¢ rowded with citizens of both sexes,
who wet spontaneously to do bonoer to the gallant
ituckian,” who, as the citizen and Statesman,

upon him daring the late administration. bringing
1|i his great ability and the mighty weight of his
influcnee to the support of the government whose
cxistence he had sworn to maintain.

Mr. Holt was introduced to the audience by the
ilon. Henry Pirtle, fn the following eloquent
werms

Mz, Horr : You are welcome to Kentuecky, your
native State, you are welcome to Louisville. We
are proud to shake the hand of a wan who has
been so faithful to his public trust—who has done
honor to his State and honor to the nation.

Out of Congress (there we had true men) it did
our hearts good to Jook lowards two Kentuckians

in the service .of the great public, iu the trying |

tinies of last winter and spring ; Holt at Washing-
ington (wiiere fraud and treachery raged all arourd)
aimost alone, with a firmness, a ecapability, and a
vatriotism that chalienged the attention and the
jndgment of Christendom ; and Anderson, left by
himself, surronnded by e¢nemies in the Bay of
Charleston, whose fame shall live when the waves
of ages shall have worn away the granite of Sum-
ter and it shall fall undistinguished in the sea. I
know you feel yourself honored to have his name
mentioned now. It was you who would have re
lieved him, and helped him to maiotain the banner
of the Union. g

When you came to the relief of thacountry you
infused life into the almost dying State; ¢
ommenced scattering from Washington,
people of this country began 0 have confidence
that the Executive branch of the Government was
again true to them and the Constitution. Yoar
administration of the wmost important division of
the Executive Department at the time, was under
the most embarrassing circumstances ever seen in
this courtry. Your ministry was short, and after
harm irretrievable bad come ; States were marched

it as il they were not States, but a helpless band
the domination of & mob. and under the
irolic of the drum and fife ; but History will place
your name in honor when she writes of this epoch
of’ demoralization, of war, and the woes of war.—
O, may she soon be able to write for us a page of

e e
r. Holt then took the stand amid prolonged
and deafening cheers, and spcke as follows :
Juvce PieriE: I beg you to be assured that I
am most thankful for this dintinguished and flat-
tering welcome, and for every ome of the kind
words which bave fallen from your lips, as I am
for the hearty response they have received.—
Spoken by anybody and auywhere, these words
would have been cherished by me, but spoken by
vourself inand the presence and jon bebalf of those
in whose midst I commeuced the battle ot life,
whose friendship I have ever labored to deserve,
and in whose fortunes I have ever felt the liveliest
sympathy, they are doubly grateful to my feelings.
I take no ciedit to myself for loving and being
taithful to such a government as this, or for utter-
ing, as 1 do, with every throb of my existence, a
prayer for its preservation. Iun regard to my of-
ticial conduct, to which you bave alluded with such
carnest and generous cowmmendation, I must say
that no merit can be accorded to me beyond that
of having hnmbly but siucerely struggled to per-
form a public duty, amid embarressments which
the world ean never fully know. In reviewing
what is past, I bave and shall ever have a bitter
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sorrow, that, while I was enabled to accomplish so |

little in bebalf of our betrayed and suffering coun-
try, others were enabled to accomplish so much
against it.
sociating me in your remembrance with the hero of
Fort Sumpter, There is about his name an atmos-
phere of light that can never grow dim.
rounded with his little band, by batteries of trea-
son and by infuriated thousands, of traitors, Lhe
tires upon the alter of patriotism at which be min-
istered, only waxed the brighter for the gloom that
enveloped him, shd history will never forget that it
was from these fires that was kindled that confia-
gration that now blazes throughout the length and
breadth of the iand. Brave amongst tho bravest,
incorruptable and unconquerable in his lovalty,
umid all the perplexities and trials and sore bumili-
ations that beset him, he well deserves that exalted
position in the affections and confidence of the
people that he now enjuys; and while none have
had better opportunities of knowing this than my-
self, so I am sure that noue could have a prouder
jov in Learing testimony to it than I have to-night.
Frivow Cirmzexs: A fow weeks since, in an-
other form, I ventured freely to express my views
upon those tragic events which have brought sor-
row in every hearthstone and to every licart m our
distracted couantry, and it is not my puspose on
this occasion to repeat these views, or to eungage
in any extended discussion of the questions then
examined. It is not pecessary that I shonld do so,
sinee the argument is exhausted, and the poplar
mind is perfectly familiar with it in #1l its bearings.
1 will, however, with your permission, submit a
few brief observations upou the absorbing topics of
the day, and i1 I do so with an earnestuess and
emphasis due alike to the sineerity of my convie-
tions and to the maguitude of the interests invol-
ved, it is trusted that nove will be offeuded, not
even those who may most widely differ iromn me.
Could ove, an entire straugeér to our histo-
ry, uow look' down upon the SBouth and sece
dhiere & bundred or a husdred and fifty thous-

and men maiching in hosilio asray; threatening
the eapture of the Capitcl, and the dismeniver-
went of the territory of the Republie ; and
could be look again and see that this arwy is
marshalled and directed by officers reeentlly oc;
cupyiog distinguished places 1n the civil ap

mifi’urg nrvif:l'l:f the country, and further,
that the States from which this army has been
drawn appear to be one vast, seething cauldron
of ferogious passion, be would very naturally
concjude that the Government of the United
States had committed some great crime agsiust
ite people, and that this uprising was iz resiss
tsuce io wrong and outrages which had been
borne uotil their eudurasce was uo louger pos~
sible.  Avnd yet, no senchusion could be furth-
er from the truth then this, The Government
of the United Statca has been faithful to all
its coustitutions] obligations. For eighty
yours it has maintsined the uational honor at
bowe sud abroad, and by its prowess, its wis-
dow sud its justice has given to the gitls of an
Auwerican citizen an _elevation smong the nas
vons of the earth which the citizens of uo
republic have enjoyed since Roms was mistress

of the world. Under its administration the

had the manliness, the conrage and the patriotism |
to resist the iniguitous influence brought to bear |
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You do me¢ exceeding honor in as- |

Sur- |

national demain has stretohed away to the Pa-l
cifie, and that coustellation which sunovoced
our birth as a people bas expanded from thir-!
teen to thirty four stars, all, uotil receuntly,
moviog, undisturbed and undimwed o their
orbs of light aed grandeur. The rights of
no State have been invaded; no man's property |
bas been despoiled, no wan’s liberty abridged,
vo man’s life oppressively juopardizad by the
action of this Government. Under ity beaigo
inflacnces the riils of pablic and privite pros-
perity have swelled into rivulets, and from riv-
ualets iuto rivers ever brimming io their fulluess,
aud everywhere, and at all periods of its his-
tory, its winistrations have fallen ss gently on
{‘the people of the Uuited States as do the dews !
of a summer’s night oo the flawers and grass
{ of the gardens of the fields.
| Wheuce, then, this revolationary outbreak?
| Whenoe the secret apring of this gigawtie eon-
spiraey, which like some huge bos, lnd cow-
pletely coiled itseif around the limbs and body
{ of the Republic, before a single hand was lift-
| ed to resist it?  Strange sud iadeed siartling
as the annogncoweut must appear whea It
falls upon the ears of the mext geueration, tue
pationsl tragedy in whose shadows we staad
{ to-uight, Las come upon us because, io Nos
vember last, John O. Bruckiaridge was not
elected President of the United States, and
Abrabam Lincoln was. This is the whole sto- |
iry. And I would pray now to kaow oo what |
{ was John C. Breckivridge fed thut he hus |
growa so great, that a republic founded by |
{ Washington sud cemented by the best blood
| that hss ever coursed in huwav veius, 1s to be
| overthrown becsuse forsooth he cunnot be us |
| President?  Fiad be beca chosen, we wail know
that we sbould mot have beard of this colini
ion, for the lever with which it is beivg moved
| would bave been wanting to the hauds of tbe
{ conspirators. Kven after hisv defeat, could it
| bave been guaranteed, beyend all presdven-
| ture, that Jefferson Davis or some  other kin-
{ dred spirit would be the successor of Mc. Lio-
colo, | presume we bazard nothing in  assuw-
! ing that this atrecious movement against the
{ Guvernisent would not have - beew set on foot. |
So wmuch for the principle involved in 1t. T
great orime, then, with which we are graps |
| pling, sprang from that “sio by which the am- '
gles fell”’—an uomastercd and profligate aw- |
bition— an. ambition thst “would rather reign |
{1 bell thsn serve in beaven”—that would
{ rather rule supremely over « shattered frag- |
| meut of the Republic than run the chance of
{ eharing with otbers ia the honors of the whole.
i The couspirators of tbe South read in the
' election of Mr. Linecolu a declaration that the
Demooratic party had been prostrated, if wvot
finally destroyed, by the selfish intrigues and
corruptions of 1ts leaders; they read, too, that
the vicions, emaciated and spaviced bobby of
the slavery agitation, on which they had so
| often rode iato power, could no losger carry
beyond a given geograpuical line of our ter-
ritd™, and thatju truth dhis faetious and trea-
sonable agitatice, cn which so wany of them
bad grown great by debaucbiag and denation-
alizing the wind of. the people naturslly gen-
erous aud patriotic, had rua its scourse, and
i benee, that from  the national disgust for this
demagogucing and from ths inexorable law of
population, that the tiwe had ecome when all
those who bed uo other politioal capital than
this would have 0 prepare for reiirewest to
| private life, so far at least as the lughest offi.
ces of the couutry were covewrued. Uunder
{ the apfluence of these grim discouragements
they resolved to consuwmate at once—what |
our political history shows to have been with
theoy a luog echerished purpose— the diswew- |
verment of the Goservmeut. They suid to
themselves. *Sinoe we ¢an wo longer mobop-
olize the great offices of the Republic as we
| bave been accustomed to do, we will destroy |
it and build upon its ruios an empire that shall

The President of the Uuited States is  heroi-
cally and patriotically struggling to baffle the
machinations of these most wicked wen. 1

| bave unbounded gratification in kuowing that

he bas the ecourage to look traitors n the face,
and that, in dissharging tho duties of his great
office, be takes no counsel of Ins fears. He
is entitled to the zealous support of the whole

country, and, may I oot add without offénce,

that he will receive the support of all who

justly appreciate the boundless blessings of vur

free iustitutions?
1f chis rebellion succeeds it will 1ovo]ve ne-

division of our territory, the permanent dis-
raption of the repablie. It must rapidly dry

; up the sourees of our material prosperity, and
| year by year we shall grow more and more

impoverished, wore aud more revolutionary, en-
feebled and debused.. Each returning election
wiil bring with it grounds for pew ¢ivil com-
inotions, aud traitors, prepared to strike at the
country that bas rejected their claims to pow-
or, will spring up on every side. Disunion

; voce begun will go on apd ou indefinitely, and

voder the influence of the fatal doctrive of
secession, oot only will. States cecede from
States, but counties will secede from States
also, and towns aud eitics from counties, uvtil
uuiversal anarchy will be consummited in
each individuai who can make good bis posi

tion by foree of arws, elaiming the right wi
Thus we

defy the power of the Governweut,
shoald bave brought back to s the days of the

robber Barons with their molted eastles and
warandering. veiatvers. This _deetrine w!.ogn
avalyzed is simply a ~deelariiiou ihatpo phya-
ioal fores shell evor be emplived in «x cuting

. toe daws. or upholdisg the government into

whose practical acwinisiration sush a prinoiple
has beco introduced, could no more coutinue
to exist than a msu eould live with an angred
cobra in bis bosom.

1f you would know what are (he legitimate
froits of secession, look at Virginia and Teps

nessee, which have so lately given thewselves !

up to the embrace of this wouster. There the
schools are deserted; the courts of justice

closed ; public and private credit destroyed, |

commerce sunibilated ; debts repudisted ;
confiseations and spoliations everywhere pre-
vailing; every eheek blanched with fear, and
overy hesrt frozen with despair; and wll over
that desolste land the hand of infuristed pass
sion and crime is waviog, with a vuliure’s
seream for blood, the sword of civil war. And

| this is the Pipdemonium which some would

bave transferred to Kentueky.

But 1am oot bere to diseuss this proposi-
tion to-night. T wish solemnly to declare be-
tore you aud the world, that I am for thiv Union
without cenditious, one and indivisible, pow
and forever. 1 aw for its preservatiou at any
and every eost of blood wsod treasure against
all its assailants. 1 kuow no necutrality be.
tween wy country and its foes, whether they
be foreign or domestio: no veutrality between
that glorious fiag which now f)ats over us, and
the ingrates and traitois who would trample it
io the dust. My prayer is for victery, com-
piete, enduring and overwhelwing, to the ar-
wies of the republic over all its enemies. I
am against any aud cvery compromise that may
be proposed to be made under the guns of the
rebels, while at the sawe time, L am decidedly
in faver of affording every reasonable guaran~
tee for the safety of Southern institutions,
which the honest convictions of the people—
vot the comspirators—of the Soutb may de-
wand, Whenever they shall lay down their
urms, but not until thean. The arbitrament of
the sword bss been definitely thrust into the
face of the Goveroment and country, and there
is no hounorable escupe from it. All zuaran-
tees and all attempts at adjustment by amend-
wents 0 tke Consrtitution are vow scorufully
rejected, nud the leaders of the rebellion open-

test thus forced upon us all the material and  in not osly theory but in fact, and should bave
woral resources and energies of the pation, in { meted ont to him a traitor’s doom. The counn-
order that the struggle may be brief and ss| try wauts no bloody saerifices, but it must and
little satiguinary as possible 1t is boped that! will have peace, cost what it may.

we shill 3000 see 10 the field balf a willien of |
patriotie - volnuteers, warching in  culuiwons
which will be perfestly irresistable, and, borge |
in their hands—for oo purpose of congnest or |
subjugation, but of protestion only—we may
expect within nine winths to see the sturs and
siripes floating in every Southern breeze and |
bear going up, wild as the storm the exultant
shout of that ewancipated people over their |

cessarily the destrustion of our nationality, the | deliversuce from the revolutionary terror and |
y ¥s 3

| despotism, by whith they are now torwented
| and oppressed.
Theiwar conducied on sueh a seale will not

Befors elosing, 1 desire to say o few words
en the relations of Kentucky to the pending
rebellion; aud, as we are all Kentuckians here
together to-night, and as all this is pureiy s
family mutter, which copeerns the honor of us
ail. 1 hope we way be. permitted to speak to
eagh other wpon it with eptive freedom. I
shall not detatn you with observations onthe
hostile 2od defiant position assumed by the
Governor of your State. Ia his reply to the
requisition msde upoen him for volunteers un-
der the proclamation of the Preeident, be has,
in my judgwent, writien and finisbed Sis own

| cost exeeedivg four or five hundred willions of\ history, his epitaph imcluded, avd it is proba-
dollars; aud none need be startied at the vast- ! ple that in future the world will little concero
uess of this expendiiure.  The debt thus crea~ | itself as to what he msy propese to do or a8
Pted wild press bat slightly upon us; it will | to what he may propose not to do, That
| be poidaund gladly paid by posterity, who will | respovse bas made for Kentucky a record
‘ make the best bargain which has been wide | that has already brought a biush to the check
since the world begun, if they can s:cure to/ of many of ber sous, and is destined to bring
themselwes ia its integrity and blessiogs such u'; it to the cheek of many wore i the yeara which
governmient as this, at such a cost. Butifin|sreto come. It isa shame, indeed crying
, this amticipation wi are doomed to dissppoint- | shame, that a State with so illastrious a past
ments; if the people of the United States have | should bave written for her by ber own chief
already becowe 50 degencrate—may 1 ot s1y | magistrate a page ol history so utterly humili-
50 craven—iu the presence of their foes as to| ating as this. But your Legislature bavs de~
{ sarrender up this Republic to be dismewbered | termined that during the present unheppy war,
avd sabverted by the traitors who have resred | the attitude of the State sball be that of striet
the standard of revolt agzaiust it then I trust | neatrality, and it is upon this  determioation
the voduwe of Awerican istory whi be elosad | that I wi-h respectfally, but frankly to cowa
| aud @gsied op forever, wnd t | went. As the motives which goverped the
sGrvive (bis satouai bomitistion will talke| Lugislature were doubtiess patriotic and con-
mtoEeunclses sobiu CLLET URe—S80wes name | servative, the conclusion arrived at caunot be
baving no relation to the past po relation to| condemned as dishonorable, still, in view of
our geeat ancestors, no relation to those wonus| the manifest duty of the State and of possible
(meuts” aod  battlesfields whish commewsrate | resuits, I cannot but regard it as mistaken and
| alike ‘their beraism their loyality aud their | false, and one” which may have fatal conse-
| glory. qusnces, Strietly aud legally speaking, Ken-
¢ But with the curled lip of scorn we are told | tuckey wust go out of the Union before she
| by the disuniouists, that in thas supportiog a | ean te neutral., Witima it she is npecessarily
| Repablican adwinistration iu its evdeavors to | either fsithful to the governwent of the Uui-
! uphold the constitution and laws, we are “sub- { ted States, or she is disloyal to it. If this
iuusmou}uts.” aud when they have pronounced | erutch of veutrality upou which her well-mean-
| this word, they suppose they have imputed to | ing bat ill-judgivg politicians ure halting, can
us the sum of all buman abasement. Well, letit| find any widdle grourd on which to rest, it has
be coufessed; we are** submissionists,” and weak | escaped my researches though I bave diligent-
and spiritless as it way be deewed by sumo, | ly sougbt it. Neutrality, in the seuse of those
wo glary ie the position we occupy. For ex | who now use the terwn, huwever patriotically
amplazthe law says “Thou sbalt pot steal;”” we | desigued is, in eff=ct, but a_snake in the grass
subwit to this law, and would vot for the! of rebellion, and those who basdle it, will
| world’s worth; rob our wueighbor of bis forts, | sooner or later feel its fangs. Said ome who
his -arsenzls, bis hospital stores, or avything | spake as man naver spoke “he who is not with
that is his. lodeed, so impressed are we with ] us is against us,”’ snd of noce of the coofliots
the obligations of this law, thut we would no | which bave arisen between meu or between
wore think of plunderivg from our weighbor ! nations, could ihis be more wuthfully said,
half a million of dollars beeause found in ome  than of that is which we are now iouvelved.—
of bis uuprotected wints, than we would think  Neutrality npecessarily implies indifference.
! of filching a purse from his pocket in a crows Is Kentueky iodifferent to the issues of this
{ ded iboroughfare. Write us down, therefore, contest? llas she po compact with bher sister
| “submissionists.” Again: the law says “Thou States to keep, no plighted faith to uphold, vo
shalt not swear fulsely;”” we submit to this law, renown to sustsin, no glory to win? Has she
and while in the eivil or military service of the po horror of that orime of erizes now being
¢country, with an oath to support the Constitu- commiited against us by that stupeodous re-
tion of the United States resting upon our  bellion which has arisen like a tempest cloud
eoosciences, we would not fur any eartbly con- | in the South? We rejoice fe know that she is
sideration, engage in the foimation or execu. still a member of this Uniou, and as such she
| tion of a copspiracy to subvert that very eon- | hay the same interest in resisting this rebellio:.,
stitution, aud with it the governmeut to which | that each limb of the bedy hLasin resisting a
it bas given birth. ~ Write us cown therefore | poignard whose poiot is aimed at the beart..—
agsio “subnnssionists.” Yet again: When a | It is her bouse that is on fire; has sbe o inter-
President bas bevn electad in strict accordance | est in extinguishing the conflagration? Will
with the forms aiid spirit of the constitution, | she stand alouf snd announce herself neutral
and hes been reyalurly installed inio office,and | between the raging flames and the brave men
1s honestly strivivg to discbarge his duty by | who are perilig their lives to sabdue thew?
suaiching the repubiic from the jaws of a giv| [lundreds of thousands of citizens of other
gsntic treason which threatens to erush it; we | States—men of culture and character, of
| oare not what his vawe wmay be or what the | thought and of toil; men who bave a deep
}design\liun of bis political pariy, or what lh.e stuke in life, and ap intense apprecistion of its
{ platform on which be stood during the Presi- | duties aud responsibilities; who know the worth
‘;d(‘lltidl canvass; we believe we fullil ia Sigbt of this blessed government of ours, and do
not prizs even their own blood above it— I say,

hundreds of thousands of such men have left

!
|
!
|

ihose wWoo

t

i of earth and beuv v cur bighest obligations w
{ our covutry, in givirg to Lim an ecarnest and

{ loyal support in the struggle in which be is
engaged.

their homes, their workshops, their offices, their
counting houses, and their fialds, snd are vow

| North uor the KEast nor the Wesi shall share | dence. lo this
with ue.”  Deplorable and bumiliating as this| guarantees, and in tbis avowal of the vhjeets
certainly is, it is but a rebearsal of the sad, | of the rebellion now so auda ciously made, we
sad gtory of the past. We bad, iudeod, sup~ | bave a cowplete exposure of that fraud which
‘posed that upder our Christian civilizativn | through the slavery agitation has beeu practic-
{ we bad reached a poiot in buman progress, when | ed vpon the public credulity for the last fif-
ia republio could exist without having its life | teen ur twenty years. lu the light of this rev-

be sll our own, sod whose spoils veither the | ly proclaiw that they are fighticg for indepen~ |
contemptuous rejection of |

Nor are we at all disturbed by the flippant | rull}ing_lbou( our i_izg, freely cffering their all
| tauot that in thus submitting to the suthority | to sustaiu i, and, sinoe the days that crusading
| of our government, we are necessairly cowards, | Koglaud threw its hosts upon the embatiled
| We know whence this taunt comes, and we | plaios of Asia no deeper or more earnest or gran=~
estimate it at its value. We bold that there | der spirit has stirred the souls of men, thaun
lis a bigber courage in the performance of duty | that which vow sways those wighty musses
| than in the commission of crime. The tiger of | whose gleaming bunuers are destined ere long

sougist by its own offipring, but the Catalines
| of the South haye proved that we were wista-
{ kep. Let oo man imagive that because this
rebellion has been made by men renowned 1o
i our civil and military history, that it 15 there-
| fore the less guilty or the less courageously to
be resisted. - It 1s presisely this class of mau
who have subverted the best governments that
tave ever existed. The purest spirits that
have lived in c¢he tide of tunes,the noblest
institutions that bave arisen to bless our race,
have found those 1n whow they had most con-
fided'and whom they bad wmost houored, meu
wicked enough, either sceretly to betray thew
ugto .death, or openly to seck their overthrow
by lawless violeuoe.. The Republis of Eo-
glaud bad its Mouk; the republie. of France
bad its Banaparte; the  repuulic of Roma bad
ita Cgesar and its Cataline, and the Saviour of
the world had His Judas Iseariot. It cabnot
be necessary thae L should declace to you, for
you kuow them weil, who they are whose pars
ricidal swords are now unsheatbed ugainst the
Republic of the United States. Tacic nawes
are inseribed upon a seroll of jufsmy (hal can
vever perish.  The moat distioguished of thew
were eduoated by the oharity of the Govern-
ment on which they sre pow making war,—
For long years they were fed from its table,
and clothed from 1t wardrele, and Lad their
brows garlanded by its hosors. Taey sre the
tefal sons of a fond mother wha dsadled

them upon ber knee, who lavished apon them
the gasbing luve of ber uoble and devotad aa-
ture, and who uvuctaied thom irom the very
bosom of Ler life; sud wow, io the freagied
excesses of a liccatious and baffled embition,
they are stabbiug at that bosom witn the fero~

elation, we feel as one awakened from the suf- | the juugle and the cauuibal of the Scuth Sea | to make briﬁ;ht again the ganh wud sky of the
focativg toriures of a nightmaie, apd realize | Islands have that courage in which the revolu- | dujnnolefi South. Can heut.ucky look wpen
what a baseless dreaw our opprcssions have | tionists of the day wake their especisl boust; | this eublime spectacle of patriotisiu unmoved,
been, and of what a traitorous swindle we | the augels of God and the spirits of just men | and then suy to herself: “I will spend neitber
have beeu made the victims. They are fighte { made perfect have had, and have that courage | blood nor treasure, but L will shrink away while
ing for their independence! Independence of | which subwits to the laws., Lumeifer was a|the batile rages, and after it has been fought
of what? Independence of those laws which | non svbmissionist, and the first secessionist of , and wou, l_mll return to the camp, well as-
they themselves have aided in enactiog; inde- | whom bistory has given us any account, and i sured “”ﬂ_‘f I canoot 91""” the lﬂufel!s 1 will
pendent of the Constitution which their fathers | the chains whieh he wears fitly express the fure | at least enjoy the })loeSlngs of ‘t.he victory? Is
framed and to which they are paities and sab~ | due to all who openly defy the laws of their | lhft all Ih;u remaios of her chivalry?— of the
jeot by iukeritance; iudependence of that be- | Creator and of their country. He rebelled chivalry of the land of ‘tbo Shelbys, th-e Joha-
uificeut Government oo whose treasury and | becanse the Almighty would not yield 1o bim | sous, the Allens, the Clays, the Adairs, and
bouors they have grown strong and 1llustrious. | the throve of Heaveu; the principle of the | the Davisses? [s t!m:e a Kenmokun within
When a man commits a robbery on the bhigh~ | Southern rebellion is the same. ludeed, in | the sound of iy voice to-night, who cau hear

way, or a wurder iv the dark, be thereby de- l
clares his independeuce of the laws uader
which be lives, aud of the society of whioh he
is a member., Should he when &rraigned
avow aod justify the offence, he thereby be-
comes the advooate of the independanes he has

arms the officer, when daggiug bum to the pris-
on, the peuitentiary, or the gallows, Le is
thereby fighting fos the indspeadence be has
thus declaied aud advocated: sod such is tho
condition of the coaspiraters of the South at
this mowment. i
Southern rights, wbich have ngver been vio-

which we know perfectly well have never been
but it-is purely with us a qavstion of natoual
of the country, we stund upon ground iufinitely
above all party lines and party platforms—

as sublime as that on which our fathers
etood when they fought the battles of the

city with whieb the tiger springs upou his prey.

Lve

Revolution, I am for throwing into the ¢on-

thus declared; and, if be resists by force of | ¢ lives:

Itis no longer a question of
Jated, nor of security of Southern iustitutions,
interfered- with by the Geperal Governwent,

existence. In meetiug witu this terrible 1ssue
| which rebellion has made up witlithe loyal men

tbis submission to the laws is found the chief | the auguished ery of his country, as she wres-
distinetion between good men and devils. A ! tles and writhes in the folds of this gigantic
good wau obeys the laws of truth, of honesty, | treason, .and then lay bimself down upon bis
of morality, and sll those laws whish bave veen | pillow with this thought of meutrality, without
enacted by cowapetent authority for the govern- tee_hng that be hss something 1n his bosom
went and ~ protection of the country ia which which stings bin worse than would an adder?
< dewil vbeys only his own ferovious  Have we, within the brief period of eighty
{and profligaty passious Tae privciple on ! yours, descended so far from the mountain
| which this rebeliion procceds, tbat laws have | beights ou which our fathers stood, that already,
| in themselves no sanctions, no binding force 10 cur degeneracy, we proclaim our blood too
{ upon the consoieuce, and that every man, under | precious, our treasure too valuable to be de-
the prompticg ot intercst or paseion or eaprice, voted to tbe preservation of such & government
may at will, and nonorably, too, strike at the | as this? They fought through a seven years
government that shelters him, is one of uiter| war with the greatest power ou earth for the
demoralizatior, and should be trodden out, as | hope, the bare hope of being able to found
you would -tread out a spark that has fullen» this Republie, and now that it is no longer a
| on thé roof of your dwetling. Its unchesked | hope nor an experiment, bat & glorious reality,
| prevalence would resolve society inte chaos,  Which bas exeited the adiniration and the hom-
| and feave you without the slightest guariniee | uge of the nations, aud “has covered us with
| for life, liberty, or property. It is time !hlg,% blessings, as “the waters cover ihe chaunvels
in their majesty, the people of the United of the sea,” have we, their ohil%un. uo years
States should make kuown to the world that of toil, of sacrifice, and of battle, even, if
this governwent, its aignity and power, is | veed be, to give to save it from absolute da-
something wore than a moot court, and that straction at the hauds of men, who, steeped in

the citizen who makes war upon it is a trai tor,! guilt, aze perpatrating against us and humaais
i A rrod

ty a crime, for which, Y verily bplisve, ths
blackest page of the bistory o ts world’s
darkest period furniskes o par.. i< }
be possible that in the bistory of
people we have already reache!
degeneraey so low, that the work o7 V'
and Franklin, of Adsms and J-i- f
Hancock and Henry, isto be overthiown &
the morally begrimmed and pigmied cou:p:ra.
tors who are now tugging st its foundations®
It would be the overturning of the Andes by
the wiserable reptiles tbat are crawliog in tis
sands at their base

But our neutral fellow-cttizens io the tens
derpess of their hearts say; *“This effusion of
blood smckens us.”” Theun do all in your power
to bring it to an end. Let the whole strength
of this Cowmonwealth be put forth in support
of the Goversment, in order that the war may
be terminated by & prompt suppression of the
rebellion. The longer the struggle contioue,
the fiercer will be its spirit, aud the more fears
ful the waste of life atteading it. You there-
fore cooly aggravate the calamity you deplore,
by standing aloof from the combat. But
again they say, ““we cannot fight our brethren.”
ludeed! But your brethren can fight yoa and
with a good will to. Wickedly and wantouly
have they commeneed this war sgaiust you and
vour imstitutions, snd ferociously ars they
piosccuting it.  They take no account of the
fact that the m=ssicre with which they bope
their ewords will ere long be ciogged, mmst be
the massacre of tbeir brethren. However
wuch we may bow our heads to the confession,
it is nevertheless true that every free people
that bave existed Lave been obliged at oae
period or otber of their bistory, to fight for

| their literties against traitors within their cwa

bosoms, and that people who have mdt the
greatuess of soul thus to fight, cannot long
continue to be free, nor do they deserve to be
8§0.

There is noc and there cannot be aay mneu-
tral ground for a loyal people between ibeir
own governmest and those wbo at the head of
armics are menacing its destruction. Your
inaction is not meurrality, though yoa may de-
lude yourselves with the beliet that it is so.—
With this rebellion coofronting you, wheu yoa

refuse to co-operate astively with your gove

erument in subduing it, you thereby eondemn
the governwent and assame towsrds it an ate

ttude of sstagonisw. . Yoor

taal endorsement of the rebellivn, ugg} ‘;io!: :

do vot thereby give to the rebels precisely that
“aid and comfort” spokeu of in the Constitution
you certainly afford them a wost powerful ens
couragemsent and support. That they rogard
your present position as frieadly to thew, is
proved by the fact, that, in & recent enactment
of the Confederate Congress confiscating the
debts due from dheir awu citizeas to those of
loyal States, the debts due to the people of
Keutucky are expressly excepted. 18 this nos
significaut? Does it leave auvy room far doubt
that tbe Coofederate Congr.ss supposs they
have discovered uracr thc guise of your peus
trality s lorking sympatby ifor their ocaunse
which entitles you to be treated as fiionds if
not as aetive allics? Putriotio 88 was the pur-
pose of ber apprehensive statesmen in placing
ber in the anomalous poesition she now cceupies,
it cannot be denmicd that Kentacky by her
present attitude is exerting a potent wfluence
m strengrhening the rebellion,avd is therefore
false alike to her loyality and te her fame. You
may rest assured that this estimate of your neu-
trality 1s eotertaived by the true men of the
country in all the Sates which are now sustaining
the Governwent. Withiz the last fow weeks how
wany of those gallant volunteers, who have leit
bowe and kindred and uil tbat 1# dear to them,
«ni are now uoder a Southern sun, exposiog
themselves to death from disease. and 1o death
from batile, and are accounting theis lives as
uothivg in the effort they are making for the de~
liverance of your Goverament aud theirs; how

‘m:ny of them have said to me in sadacss and in

looging, “Wili not Kentucky help me?” How
wy soul would have leaped could [ bave answer-
ed promptly, confldently, exultingly, «yes, she
will.”> But when I thought of this neutrality, my
heart sank within me, and I did aot and I conld
not look those brave men in the face. And yetl
could not answer «ne¢.” 1 could not not crush
myself to the earth uunder the self-abasement of
such a reply. I therefore said-—and may my coun-
try sustain me—s+I hope, I trust, I pray, nay, I
believe, Kentus will yet do her duty.”’

It this Government is to be destroyed, ask your-
selves ; are you willing it shall be recorded in kis-
tory that Kentucky stood by in the greatness of
Ler strength and lifted not a hand to stay the cat-
astrope ? 1f it is to be saved—as 1 verily believe
it is—are you willing it shall be written that in the
immeasurable glory which must attend the achieve-
ments, Kentucky had no part ?

I will ouly add, if Kentucky wishes the waters
of her beautitul Ohio to be dyed in blood ; if she
wishes her harvest ficlds, now waiving in their
abundance, to be trampled beneath the threshings
of the tempest ; if she wishos the homes where
her loved ones are now gathered in peace, invaded
by the proscriptive fury of a military despotism,
spairing neither life nor property ; if she wishes
the streets of her towns and cities grown with grass
and the steamboats of her rivers Lo lie rotte ‘at
her wharves, then let her join the Southern Con-
federacy, - But it she would have the bright waters
of that river flow on in their gladoess; if she
would have her harvests peacelully gathered to her
garners ; if she would have the lullabiss of her
cradles aud the songs of her homes uninvaded by
the cries and tesrors of battle ; if she wonld have
the streets of towns and cities again filled with the
hum and througs of busy mﬂn.,ﬁh‘g@ rs and

: e

their sbores onge wmore vocal e
whistle—that authem of a free and pto.

merce—tien let her stand by the stars and stripes,
and do ber duty aud her whole duty as a member
of this Uunion, = Let her brave p say to the

President of the United States, <‘You are our
‘Chiof Magistrate ; the government you kave i-
charge and are striving to save from Qishouor ana
dismembermeut is our government; your cause is
indeed our cause; your batiles ars our battless
make room for us therefore 10 the ranks mnt
-::i:. that your triumph may be our triumph
a o
{hsuﬂmmlmdumxwml:’w
or salvation, so0 my couotrymen, as upon 5
kees, would I plead with yon for the lite, of ou
great and benificont institus ions. But it try’
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