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“PEARLESS AND FREE.

P. OVER—~Editer and Preprieter.

THE MESSAGE.

The message of Fresideat L ineoln will be
found in our columns to-day. We presume
is will be read more geuerally thaa any’ other
message of any President since the foundas
tion of our Government- It is ably written,
and its arguments agaiust secession, &o., sre
unanswerable. There is no donbi that every
sentence of the document is from the pen of
the President, as every line bears upon
its face the mervous and peculiar style of ite
author. The ecall for 400,000 men and
$400,000,000 will be promptly, we Uelieve,
voted by Congress.

The Gszette says that we take “great pains
to prove that Demoorats are Usion men,” and
that ““to this end we publish the letters end
spesches of eminent Democrats,” and “that
Democrats bhave always been for the Union.”
Now, we plead guilty. We Do publizh the
lettors and speeches of ““ominent Demccrats”
“to prove that Demoorats” and the Democrat-
io party is for the Uvion. The course of the
Bedford Gazette is an exception. It is a
secession, disumien paper, and publishes the
treasonable messages of Jeff Davis, &o.—
As a party, that party ie loyal to the Coosti-
tation and tire Unioo, and to prove to Demo-
erats who see no other paper than the Gazette,
that this is the fect, we pubiish these arti-
cles.

Tae TrREAsURY AND WAR ReprorTs.~Tho
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury shows
that for the fisical year just closed he requires,
in addition to the sppropriations a!ready wade,
$217,168,850, nearly all of whish is for the
Army and Navy. For the year ending July
1, 1862, the probable demands upon the Treas
sory are estimated at $318,519,581.

From the Secretary of War’s Report we
learn that under the ocall of the fifteenth of

il last, 75,000 men from the wmilitia for
1free mooths, theve are now in the serviee of the
Uuited states 80,000 men. Under the proca
lamation of the 4th of May, for volunteers to
serve for the war, there have been accepted
aud are now in the service, Regiments equal to
155,000 mea; making the total voluntesr force
row in service, 235.000 men. Add to this
fifty-Gve Regiments, accepted but nct yet io
gervice, 50,000 men, and new Regiments of
the regnlar army, 25,000 men, makes the az-
gregate force now at command, 310,000 men.
Deduet three wonths, men after their time
2xpires, 80,000, leaves a foree still at com-
maod of the Governmesnt of 230, 000 men.

22 EEF STV S

Tar Wan ConGress.—The extraordivary
seesion of Congress asgembled on Tharsday.
Thitty-nine Senators were presest, including
Messers. Pearce snd Kennedy of Maryland,
Joboson of Tennessee;, Breckinridge of Ken-
tacky, and Polk of Missouri. Hon. Galusba
A.Grow, of Penveylvania, was elected Spesk-
er of the House, be receiving 99 votce, Mr.
Crittenden 12, Col . Blair 11, znd the ballance
seaitering. Mr. Etheridge,of Tenunessee was
eleoted Clerk.  The vete stood, Fthreidge 92,
Foroey 41, Dietrich (ill.) 21, Floreace 2.
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Col. Charles J. Biddle, in command of one
of the Regiments recently in this place, but
now in Cumberland, has been elected to Cep-
press wm Philsdelphia, in place of E. J. Morris,
resigded. The Distriet is Republiean, and
ouly abedl bsif the vctas were polled. His

% mnjority is a little above 200 over Chas. O.
Neill. Biddlec was a Breckinridge Demoerat
and his election is 15 be attributed fo the mis-

teke of = few Republican leaders attempting to |

force o party somination on the peopla at a
time when partyism ought to be dropped.
SRR T NAg T
The map of our ecutty has finally made its
appeatavee @nd we think in good style, snd
perhaps in good time, es a thorough kaowledge

of the border counties of cur State is- indis- |

peosible iu the prosecution ef the present war,
2nd con only be obtained from these county
meps  We believe that the author has done
better ibem waa gencral'y expected, and hope
bis wor k wiil be well reccived throughout the
county. No suthor has ever yet succeeded,
however, in i 71!l antisfsction to all, and
it shonld pui be cxpected in this case; bui Lis
work ‘certaic!y lonks well, and usfaras we
known coctains few eriors.

4ta Jury.—Qur cir'gens slong wilh the
Bedford Riflemen, meiin the Unicn School
House on the morning of the 4th, to celabrate
the matal day of the nation. The ladies,
essisbed by the pentlemen, sang  patriotic
song, the Deelaration of Independence was
then resd by Hon. Alex. King, sfter which
she Star Bpapgled B:uner was sung, and  the
people teturned to their homes, and spont the
day in a pstriotis minper,
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" PRESIDENT"S MESSAGE.
RerarsENTATIVES :(— Haviog been convened on an
extraordinary cceasion as authorized by the Con-
stitution, your atteniiou is not calied to any ordi-
nary subjeet of legislation. Attbe beginuning of the
t term, four mon ths ago,the functions
of the Federai Goversment were fonnd to be gen-
erally suspended within the severs} States of South
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississi;pi, Louisiana
and Florida, excepting only those «7 tac Post Of.
fice Department. Within these Statcs all the forts,
arsenals, dock yards, custom houses and the like,
had been seized and were held in open hestility to
this Government, excepting only forts Pickens,
Taylor, and Jefferson, on and near the Florida
coast. and Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor, South
Carolina. The Ferts thus seized bad been put in
improved condition. New ones had been built, and
armed forces bad been organized and were organiz-
ing, all avowedly with the same hostile pnrpose —
The forts remaining in the ion of the Fed-
eral Government in and near those States were
either besieged or menaced by warlike preparations,
and especially Fort Sumter, which was nefﬂy sur-
rounded by well protected hostile batteries with
guns equal in quality to the best of its own, and
outnumbering the latter as perhaps ten to one. A
disproportionate stare ot the Federal muskets and
rifies had somehow tfound their way into these
States, and had been seized to be used against the
Government. Accumnuiations of the public reve-
nue, lying within them, had been seized for the
same ohject. The navy was scattered in distant
seas, leaving but a very small part of it withiu the
immediate reach of the Government. Officers of
the Federal army and navy had resigned in great
numbers, and of those resigning a large proportion
had taken up arms against the Governm ent. Si-
multaneously, and in connexion with all this, the
purpose to sever the Federal Jnion wus openly
avowed. In accordance with this purpose an ordi-
nance had been adopted in each of {hose States
declairing the States respectively to be scperated
from the National Union. A formula for the in-
stituting a combined-Government of these States
bad been promulgated, and this illegal organiza-
tion in the character of Confederate States was
already invoking recognition, aid, and intervention
from foreign Powers.

Finding this condition of thirgs, and belicﬁv}g it
to be an imperative duty upon the inecoming Exe-
cutive to prevent, if possible, the consummation
of such attempt to destroy the Federal Union, a
choice of means te that end became indispensable.
Thie choice was made, and was declared in the 1n-
augural Address, The policy chosen looked to the
exhaustion of all peaceful measures before a resort
to any stronger ones. It sought only to hold.the
public places amd property not already wrested
from the Government, and to collect the revenue,
relying for the rest on time, discussion, and the
ballot-box. It promised a continuance of the
mails, st the Government’s expense, to the very
people who were resisting the Government, and it
gave repeated pledges against any disturbance to
any of the people, of any of their rights. Of all
that which a President might constitutionally and
| justifiably do in such a case everything was for-
| borne, without which it was believed possible to
keep the Government on foot.

Ou the 5th of March, *he present incumbent’s
first full day in office, a letter of Major Anderson,
comm: nding at Forl Sumter, written on the 28th
of February, and received at the War Department
on the 4th of March, was, by that Department,
placed in his hauds. This letter expressed tbe
professional opinion of the writer tbat reinforce-
ments conld not be theown into that fort, within
the time for his relief rendered neeessary by the
limited supply of provisions, and with a view of
holding posession of the same, with a force of less
than 20,600 good and well-disciplined men. This
opinion was concurred in by all the officers of his
command ; and their memoranda on the subject
were made enciosures of Major Anderson’s letier.
The whole was immediately laid before Lient.
General Scott, who at onece concarrea with Major
Anderson in that opinion. On reflection, however,
he took full time, consuiting with other officers,
both of the army and navy, and at the end of four
days came reluctantly, but decidedly, to the same
conclusion as before. He also statad st the same
tizne that no such suflicient force was then within
the control of the Government, or could be raised
and brought fo the ground within the time when
the provisions in the fort would be exhausted. In
a purely military point of view, this reduced the
duty of the Admmnistration in the case to the mere
matter of getting the garrison safely out of the
fort. It was believed, however, that to so abandon
that position, under the circumstances, would be
utterly ruinous; that the neceseity under which it
was to be done would not be fully understood ; that
by many it would be coustrued as a part of a vol.
untary policy; that at home it would discourage
the friends of the Union, embelden its adversaries,
and go far to insare {0 ti ¢ vtter a recognition abroad;
that, in fact, it wenid be our notional destruction
consummated. This could not be allowed.—
Starvation was not yet upon the garrison, and ere
it would be reached Fort Piekcns might be rein-
forced. This last would be a clear indication of
policy, and would better enable the country to ac.
cept the evacuation of Fort Sumter as a military
necessity. An order was at onco directed to be
sent for the landing of the troops from the steam-
ship Breoklyn into Fort Pickens. This order could
not go by land, but must take the longer aud slower
route by sea. The first return news from the order
was received just one week before the fall of Fort
Sumter. The news itself was that the officer com-
mandihg the Sabine, to which vessel the troops had
been tramsferred from the Brooklyn, acting upon
some guasi armistice of the late Administration,
and o1 the existence of which the present Admin-
istration, up to the time the order was despatched,
haa only too rague and uncertain rumors to fix at-
tention, had refused to land the troops, To now
reinforce Fort Pickens before a crisis would be
resched at Fert Sumter was impogsible, rendered
40 by the ncar exhanstion of provisions in the lat-
ter named fort,

In precantion against such a conjuncture the Gov
ernment had & few days before commenced prepair-
ing an expedition, as well adapted as might be, to
relieve Fort Sumter, which expedition was ivtended
to be ultimately used or not, aceording to circum-
stances. The strongest anticipated case for using it
was now presented,and it was resolved to send it for-
ward, ac had been intended in this contingency. It
was nlso resolved to notify the Government of South
Carelina that if the attempt shozld not be resisted
there would be no effort to throw in men, arms, or
ammuuniticn without further notice, or in case of
an attack upon the fort. This notice wss accord-

mgly given, whereupon the fort was attacked and
! bombarded to its fall, without even awaiting the
{ arrivul of the provisioning expedition. It is thus
| seen that the assault upon and the reduction of
| Fort Sumter was in no sense a matter of self de.
fence on the part of the assiilants. They well
knew thet the garrison in the fort could by no pos-
ibility commit aggression upon them, They koew
— they were expressly notified—that the giving of
tread to tiee few breve and bungry men of the
{ garrison was all wkich covld, on that occasion, be
| attempted, unless themsclves by resisting so much

shonid provoie more. They knew $hat this Gov-
erntaent desived to ki the garrison in the fort ;
not to assail ther, but merely to maintain visible
possession, trusting, as heretoforo stated, to time,
diseussion, and the ballot box, for final adjustment.
! Aud they assailed and reduced the fort for precisely
the reverse objeet—to drive out the visible authority
of the Federal Union, and thus free it'to immedi-
ate disscintion.

That this was their object, the Executive well
understood ; and having said to them in the Inau-
gural address, <“you can have no conflict withowt
being yourselves the aggressors,”” he took pains
not ouly to keep this declaration good, but also
-to keep the case so free from the power of ingenious
soplistry as that the world should not be able to
misanderstand it. By the affair at Fort Sumter,
with its surrounding circamstanees, that point was
reached. Then and thereby the assailants of tbe
Government began the conflict of arms without a
guo in sight or in expectancy to return their fire,
save only the few in the foit, sent to that harbor
vears before for tneir own protection, and still
reacy to give that proteciion in whatever was law.
inl. In this act, discarding all else, they have
forced wpon the country the distinct issne—imme-
diate dissolution or blood. And this issue em.

[

Frrrow CITizEr s OF THE slflﬁ m h‘ﬂ :

ﬂn—; whether a Constitational liepab!!e or Demoe.
Tacy—a government of the poaph by the same

—can v its territorial in-

' against its own domestic foes. It presents the
q whether discontented indivi duals, too few
in numbers to co ntrol the Administration ac cord-
ing to the organic law inany case, can always,
upon the pretences made in this cise or any other
pretence, break up their government, and thus
practicaily put an end to the freest government
upon the earth. It forces us to ask: Isthere in all
Republics this inherent and fatal weakness? Must
a government of necessity be too strong for the
liberties of its own people or too weak to maintain
its own existence ?

So viewing the issue, n. choice was left but to
call out the war power of the Government, and so
to resist the force employed for 1ts destruction by
force for its preservation.

The call was made, aud the response of the
country was most gratifyiog, surpassing in
unaniwity and spirit the most sanguine expec-
tations. Yet voae of the States commonly
called slave States, exoept Delaware, gave a
regiment through regular State organizitiovs,
A few regiments have been organized with-
ia some others of those States by individual
enterprisa, and received intothe (Government
service. Of course the seceded Srates so call-
ed, and to which Texas had been joined about
the time of the insuguration, gave vo troops to
the cause of the Union. The Border States,
80 called, were not uniform in their sction,
sowe of them being slmost upanimous for the
Uuion, while in otbers, as Virgioia and North
Carolina, Tennessee and Arkauvsas, the Union
sentiment was neerly repressed and silenozd.
The course taken iu Virginia was the most
reroarkable, perkaps the raost important. A
couvention eleoted by the peaple of thui State
to counsider this very ques'ic of cdisruptivg
the Federal Union was i» sessior at the capi-
t:l of Virginia when Fort Sumter fell. To
this body ths people had chosen a large ma-
jority of professed Union men. Almost imme-
diately afier the fall of Sumter, mavy members
of that majority weut over to the original
disunien mionority, and with tbem adopted am
ordigance for withdrawiog the State from the
Uuion. Whetber this change was wrought
by their great approval of ths assauit wpen
Suwter, orthe gieat reseniment at the Gov-
ernment’s resistance to that assault, is notdefi-
uitely known. Althiough they sabmitsd the or-
dinance for ratification to a vote of the peo-
ple, to be taken ou « day then somewhat more
thao a woath distant, the Convention and the
Legislature, which was also in session at the
samo time and place, with leading wembers of
the State net members of either, iwmediately
commenced acting as if the State were already
out of the Uanion. 'They pusbed their wilitary
preperations vigurously forward ail over the
State. They seized the United States armory
at Harpec'e Ferry, and the pavy yard at Gos-
port, vear Norfolk. They geceived, perbaps
wvited, into their State large bodics of troops,
with their warlike appointments from the so
called saceded States. They formally entered
ioto a treaty of temporary aliiance and co-op-
eration with the so called Confederata States,
and sent wembers to their Coogress st Mont-
gomery, sud finelly, they permitted tho insur-
rectionary Governmont to be transferred to
their cepital at Richmond.

The people of Virginia bave thus allowed
this giant iusurrection to make its nest with-
io ber borders, snd this Governmeut has no
choica left but to deal with it, where it finds it,
aod it has the less regret as the loyal. citizens
have, in due forwm, cleimed its protection.—
These loyal citizeus this Government is bound
to reeoguize aud protect as being Virgiuia,

In the Border States so ealled, in faet the
Middle States, there are those who favor s
policy which they call armed peutraluy; that
is, an armiog of those States to prevent the
Uuion forces passing one way or tha Ditunion
the other, over their soil. This would be dis-
anien completed, figuratively speaking. It
would be tue building of an impaissable wall
along the line of seperation, sod yet not quite
au impassable ove, for under the guise of neu-
trality it would tie the hauds of tbe Union
wen, aod freely psss supplies from amoag
thew to the insuriectionists, whieh it could
uot doss an open ememy. At a strokeit
would take all the trouble off the hands of
secession, except only what proceeds from the
exterual blockade. It would do for the Dis-
unicnints that which, of all things, they most
dasire—feed them well, and give them disunion
without a struggle of their own. It recogni-
zes no fidelity to the Constitution, no obliga-
tioa to maiotuin the Union ; aud, while very
wany who have favored it are doubtless loy-
al, it is nevertheless very injurious in effeot.

Reeurrivg to the action of the Government,
it may be stated thut at first a eall was made
for gcventy-five thousand wilitia, and rapidly
followivg this.a proclamation was issued for
closing the ports of the insurrectivnary dis-
tricts, by proceedings in the nature of a block-
ade, 50 tar, all this was belleved to be strict
iy legal. :

At this point, the insurrestionists announced
their purpose to enter upon the practice of pri-
vateeriog. Oiber calis were made for volun-
teers to serve three years, unless sooner dis-
charged, and also for large additions to the
regolar army and  pavy. These measures,
whether strictly legal or not, wera ventared
upon under what appeared to be a popular
dewand aod a public necessity, trusting, then,
as now that Uongress would readily ratify
them. 1Itis believed that uothing has been
done besond the constitutional competency of
Congreas.

Soon-after the first oall for mlitia, it was
considered a duty to uatherize the Commande~
ing Geuersl in proper eases, according to his
diseretion, to suspend the privilege of the
writ of habeas corpus, or, in cther words, to
arrest or detain, without resort to the erdinary
processes and forms of law, such individuals
as he might deem dsugerous to the public safe-
ty. This authority has purposely been exer-
cwod but very sparingly. Nevetheless, the

legality and propriety of what has been dono
auder it are questioned, and the attertion of
the country has béen called to the proposition
that ose who is sworn to take care that tho laws
be faithfully executed should not himself yio-
late tiem.  Of course some oovsideration was
given to the questions of power and propriety,
before this watier was soted on.

The wholoof the laws which were required
to be fautbfully exeouted were being resisted,
and failing of exeeution jn uearly one third
of the States. Must they be sllowed to final-
Iy fail of execution, even had it been periess-
ly clear that, by the use of the mosavs neces-
sary to their execution, some single law, wade
in suoh e¢xtrewe tenderness of the citizens
liberty that, pgactically, it relieves more of

breces more than the fate of these United States.
It presents to the whole family of man the gues.

the guilty thas of the ionmocent, should, to »

the laws but one to go umexecuted, and

lievea that any law wes violated. The

writ, which was aathorized to bs made.

Now 1t is insisted that Congress, and not
Lut
the Constitution itself is silect as to which or
us the
provision was plainly mede fora dangerous
emergency, it canoot be believed thas the fra-
mers of the instrument 1ntended that in every
caso the danger should run its course until
Congress could be walled tegether, the very
assewbliog of which wight be prevented, as
was intended in this case by the rebellion.—
No more extended argowment is now offered, as
will probably be
Wheth-
er therg shall be auy legislation apon the sub-
jeet, aud if any, what, is submitted entirely to

the Executive, is vested with this power.

who i8 to exercise the power, and

an opicion at sowme length
presented by the Attirney Géveral.

the better judgment of Congress.

To state the question -more directly, arc all
X the
(Goverament itself go to pieces lest that one
be violated? RBven in such a case, would not
the official oath be broken if the Government
should be overtbrown, when it was believed
that disregarding the siogle law would tend
to preserve it? But it was pot believed that
this question was preseuted. It was pot be-
ro~
vision of the Constitation, that the privllege
of the writ of habens ceipus shall not be sus-
pended unless wheo, in ease of rebellion or
iovasion, the publio safety may require it, is
equivalent to a provicien that snch privilege
may be suspended when, in cases of rebellion
or invasion, the pullie safety does require it.
It was decided that we have s case of rebel-
lion, and that the public eafety does require
the qualificd suspension of the privilege ot the

befora, st the time, snd m“h,albudlﬂ-
ly show. The express ing of faith, by
eigh snd all the original thirteen, in the
Articles of Confederstion, two years later,
that +the Union shall be perpettial,” is most
conclusive. Having never been States, either
in substanee or peme out side of the Union,
whence this magiesl omnipotence of State
Rights ssserting a claim of power to Iawfuily
destroy the Union itseli? Much is said about
the sovereignty of the States, but the word,
! even, is not in the Natioual Conastitution, nor
| #8 is believed in sny of the State Constitus
tions. What is a sovereignty, in the politieal
sense of theterm? Would it be far wrong
to define it s¢a political community without
a political superior ?"” Tested by this, no
ove of oor States except Tex»s ever was a
sovereignty, and even Texas gave up the char-
scter on cowing iato the Union, by which act
she eckoowledged the Coustitution of the
Uvited States, and the laws and trea ties of the
United States, made in pursusnce of the Con-
stitation, to be for her the supreme law of the
land, The States bave their status in the
Uuion, aud they bave no other legal statns.-—
If they break from this, they ean only do so
against law, sod by revolution. The Udgion,
and not thewselves seperated, procured their
independence avd their liberty. By conquest
or puarchase, the Union gave esch of them
whatever of iudependence and liberty it has.
The Union is colder than apy of the Srtates,
and in fect it created them s States. Orig-
ionally, some dependent colonies wade the
Union, and, in turo, the Union threw off their
| old dependence for them and made them Ssates,
such 28 they are. Not ouve of thew ever had

Pod Brbontunss of this Govervment dad | * Srate Coustitution independent of the Union.

been so extraordinary and so long continned !
as to lead some foreign nations to shape their

action as if they supposed the eacly destruction
of our National Union was probable. While
this, on discovery, gave the Exccutive some
concern, he is now bappy to say that the sov-
ereignty and righta of the United Stutes are
uow everywhere practionlly respected by fore
eign Powers, and a geoeral sympathy with the
country is manifested throughout the world.

The reports of the Seeretaries of the
Treasury, War, and the Navy, will give the
infornfation in detail deemed necessary and
convenient for your deliberation and eetion,
while- the Executive aud all the departments
will stand ready to supply omissions, or to
commuvicate new facts cousidered important
for you to kuow.

It is now recommended that you give the
legal means for making this conteat a short and
a decisive oue; that yon place at the control
of the Goveroment, for the work, at least
400,000 wen, and $400,000,000. That num.
ber of men is about onestenth of those of prop-
er ages within the regions where appareutly all
are willing to engage, and the suw is less than
a tweuty-third part of the money vsluoe owned
by e men who seem ready to devote the
whole.

A debt of $600,000,000 now is a less

sum per head than was the debt of our own |
Revolution, when we csme out of that straggle; |

and the money value 1a the country now bears
even a greafer proportion to what it was then
than does the populstion. Surely each man
has 2s strong a wotive now to preserve our
libestics as each had then to estabiish them.

A right result st thig tiwe will be worth
wore to the world than ten timwes the men and
ten times the woney. The evidenee resching
us from the covntry leaves no doubt that the
waterial for the work is abundast, and that
it nceds ouly the band of legislation to give
it legal sanction, and the band of the Execus
tive to give it practical shapo and efficiency.—
One ot the greatest perplexities of the Gov-
ernment is to avoid receiving troops faster than
providing for ttem. Ina word, the people
will save the Government if the Government
itgelf will do its pait only indifferently well,

It might scem, at first thought, to be of
little difference whether tho present movement
at the South be called secession or rebellion.
The movers, bowever, well understand the
difference. At the beginning they knew
they covld never rawse their treason to any
respectable maguitude by any name whioh iw-
plies violation of law. They kuew their peo-
ple possessed as wuch of mora! sense, as much
of devotion to law and order, and as muoh
pride in, and reverence for, the history aud
Government of their common country as any
other eivilized and patriotio people. They
knew they eould make no advancemout direct-
ly in the teeth of these strong and noble sen-
timents.  Accordingly, they commenced by an
insiduous debauching of the public mind.—
They invented an 10genious sophism which, if
conceded, was followed by perfectly logical
steps through all the incidents to the eomplets
destrustion of the Unioa,

The sophism itsellis that any State of the
Union may, consistently with the Nstional
Coostitution, aod therefora lawfully and
peacefully, withdraw from the Union, witheat
the coomseut of the Uvion or of any other
State. The little disguise, that the supposed
right is to be exercised ouly for a just cause,
because they themselves are to be the sole
judges of its justice, is too thin to merit aoy
notice.

Wilh rebellion thus sugar eoated, they bave
been drugging the publio mind of their section
for more than thirty years, and until at leagth
they haqe brought many good men to willing-
ness 1o take up arios agaionst the Goveromeni the
day sfier some assemblage of wen havy enact-
ed the fareieal pretence of taking their State
out of the Union, who could have been bronght
to vo such thing the day before.

This sophism derives much, perhaps the
wholo of its currency, fromthe assumption
that there is some ownipotent and sacred su-
premacy pertaining to a State, to each State of
our Federal Union. OQar States have neither
more nor less power than that reserved to
them in the Union by the Constitution, no one
of them ever bavicg been a State out of the
Union. The original ones passed inte the
Dviou even before they ecast off their British
Colonial dependence, and the new ones each
came intw the Union directly from a eoadition
of dependence, exeepting Texas; aud evén
Texas, in its temporary independence, was

never designated » State. The new ones only

took the designation of States ou coming inty
the Union; while tbat name was first adopted
far the old ones in and by the Peclarstion of
Indepondenee. Therein the Uuited Uoluvies
were declared to be free snd independent States.

But oven then the objeet plainly was not to
dsclare their independence of cne anoiher,
or ot the Union, but direstly the contrary, as

very limited extent, be violated?

their mutusl pledge avd their woinal aotion,

Of eourse, it is not forgotten that all the
! naw States framed their Constitations before
| they enteroed the Union; pevertheless depen-
i dent upon, and preparatory to ecoming into tue
Union.

Unquestionatly, the States have the powers
and rights reserved fo them in scd by the Na-
{ tional Constitution, but among these surely,
are not incladed aii conceivable powers, Low-
ever mischievous or destructive, but, at most,
such ouly as sre known in the world, at the
time as governments! powers, snd certainly a
power to destrey the Government itself had
never known as governwental a merely adwin-
istrative power.

This relative matter of national power and
| State rights us a principle is wo other thap
| the principle of gencrality and locsliy,

i  Whatever concerne the who'e should be con-
| fided to the whole, to the General Government

while whatever conceras only the State stould
{ be left exclusively to the State. This is
':s.l there is of original principle about it.
| Whether the Natiooal Constitutios, defining
| boandaries betwecn the two, has applied the
; prineiple with exaot aceuracy, is not to be ques-
{ tioned.  We are ulso bound by that detning
{ without questicn. Waat is now combatted is
the position that seceesion is consistant with
the Counstitution, is lawful aud peuceful.” It s
not contended that there is any expresa law for
it, and outhing should ever be iwplied as law
wiioh leads to unjust or absard consequences.

The ration purchased with money e coun-
tries out of which seversl of these States were
tormed. Is it just that they shall go off with-
out leave wnd without refunding? The pation
paid very large sums—in the aggregate, |
velieve, of a bhuudred millions—i0 relieve
Fiorida of tue aboriginal tribes. 1Is it just
that she shall now gu off without conseut or
without wmaking any return? The bpadon is
vow 1o devt for movey applhied for the bene-
tit of these so-called seccded States 10 common
with the rest. Itis just either that ereditors
shall go wupaid, or the remaining States pay the
whole? Part of the present national devt was
jcoutracted to pay the old debts of Texas. Is it
just that she suail leave and pay no part of
this berself?

Again, if one State way sesede, s0 may ano-
ther, and when all shali bave seceded, none is
left to pay the debts. s this quite just to ore-
disors?  Lid we notify them vl this sage view
of ours when we borrowed their wouey? If
we now.reeognize this doctrive by allowiug the
Seceders to go in pesce, it is cifficult to see
what we cun do 1f otuers choose to go,or to extort
terms upon which they will pramise to remain.

The seceders insist that our Coastitution
adimnts of secession. They have assumed to
make a Dational coostitution of their own,
which of wecessity they have either discarded
or retained the right of secession as they ia-
sist i¢ exists in ours. If they have disearded
it, they thereby admit that on principle
ought not to be in ours. 1If they bave retaiu-
ed by their own construction of ours, they
show that to be consistent they muet secede
from one another whenever they shall find it
the easiest way of settling their debus, or effecs
ting any other selfish or unjust object. The
priveiple itself is one of disintegration, and
upon which noGoverameat ean possivly endare.

If all the States save one should sssert the
power to drive that one out of the Ueion, it
18 presuwed the whole class of seceder politi-
vians would ut once deny the power, aod des
uounco the act as the greatest outrage gypon
State rights. But suppose that precisely the
same act, instead of being called driving the
one out, should be called the seceding of the
others from that one, it would be exactly what
the seceders claim to do, unless, indeed, they
wake the point that the one, because it i3 a
winority, may rightfully do what the other bes
cause they are a wajority may not rightfully
do. These politicians are subtle and profound
ou the rights ot migorities; they are not par-
tizl to that power which made the Constitation,
aud speaks from the preamble, calling itself
“The People.” It may well be qnestioved
whether there is to duy a majority of the le-
gally qualified voters of any State exoept, per-
haps, South Carolina, in favor of disunion.
Taere is much reason to believe that the
Uaion mea are ths msjority in wany, if not in
every other one, of the so called seceded States,
As the cootrary has not been demonstrated in
any oue of them, it ia veutured to affiem this,
even of Virginia and Tennesses, for the result
of an eleotion held in military eamps, where
the bayonets were all on one side of the quess
tion, voted nron, popalar gentiment. At sach
an election all that largs class who are not at
onog for the Union and against eceroion won!d
be cocreed to vote agaiust the Union.

It way be affirmed, without extravagance,
that tho free institations we enjoy have develo-
ped the power and improved the condition of
our whole people, bayoud any exawple in the
world. Of this we now have n striking and

fore known, without a soldier in it but who had
taken his place there of his own free choice.
But, more then this, thore are masy singls
regiments whese members, one and another,
posesa full practieal knowledge of sll the arts,
sciences, professions, and whatevcr else, wheth
er useful or elegant, is kaown in the world:
and there is rearcely one from which there
could not be selected a Presidest, a Cabioet;
s Congrees, and perbaps s court abundaotly
competsut‘to administer the Governwent itself.
Nor do 1 say this is not true also in the army
of ourlate friends, vow adversaries in thié
contest. Bat if it is, so much better the
ressou why the Government which has confers
red such benefits oo both them and us sbouid
vot be broken up. Whoever, in any seotion’
proposes to sbandou sueh a Goverpment, wonld
do well to consider in deference to what prin-
ciple it is that be does it. What better be ja
likely to get in its stead? Whether the guby
stitute will give, or be intended to give, so
much of good to the people? These are some
foreshadowings on this subjeet. Oar sdversas
ries bave adopted some declarations of indepen-
dence in which, ualike the good old one, pen-
ned by Jefferson, they owit the words, “All
men are created equal.” Why? They have
adopted a temporary national constitution’
in the preamble of whicli, unlike our good ola
ouve, signed by Washington, they omit «We
the people,” und substitate “We, the deputies
of the sovereign =nd independent States.”
Wby? Why this deliberdte pressing out of
view the rights of men end the suthority of
the people?

This is essentislly a people’s contest. On
the side of the Union itis a struggle for
maiutsinieg i the world that furm and sub-
stance of government whose leading oiject iv
to elevate the conaition of men; to lift artifieral
weights from all shoulders, to clear the paths
of laudable parsmit for all; to efford all an
unfettered start, end a fair chavee in the race
of life.

Yielding to partial and temporary departures
from necessity, this is the leading object -of
the Govervment for whose existenee we eon-
tend.

1am most bappy to believe that the plam
people understand and appreciate this. It is
worthy of wote that, which in this, the Gov-
ernmect’s hour of trial, large numbers of those
in the army and navy who have been favored
with the cffices bave resigued, and proved
false to the band which bad psmpered them,
oot one common soldier or common sailor is
known to have deserted his flag. Great honor
is due to those cfficers who remsined true des«
pite the example of their treacherous associates.
But the grestsst honor and most important
faet of all is the uneommon firmness of the
common soidiers and commen eailors. To the
last man,so far as known,they have successfuily
resisted the traitorons efforts of those whose
commands but an hour before they cbeyed wa
absoluts law. This is tise patriotic iostinot of
plain people. They understand, without an
argument, that the destroying of the Governs
ment which was made by Washington means no
good to them. Our popular Government has
oiten beeu called an experiment. Two points
in it our people have already sctiled— the suc-
cessinl maintenance against a formidable inter.
nal attempt to overthrow it. It is for them to
demonstrate to the wor!d that those who oan
fairly carry ap election can also suppress a
rebellion—that ballots are the rightful and
peaceful successors of bullets, and that when
ballots bave fairly und constitutionally decided
there caun be uo successful appeal except to bal-
lots themselves at succesding elections. Such
will be a great lesson of peace teaching wen
what they caonot take by an election, neither
can they take it by war; teaching ail the folly
of being the beginners of war.

Leest there bs some uneasiness in the minds
of candid wen ss to what is to be the course of
*the Gouvernment towards the Southern States
after the rebellion shall have been suppressed,
the Exeeutive deems it proper to say it will be
his purpose than, as ever, to be guided by the
Counstitution and the laws, and that he proba-
bly will bave ne different understauding of the
powers aud the daties of the Federsl Govern=
ment relatively to the rights of the Ststes and
the people,under the Constitution, than expres-
sed in the Tuaugeral Address. He desires to
preserve the Government, that it may be ad-
ministered to all as it was administered by the
men who made it. Loyal citizens, everywhere,
have the right to claim this of their Govern-
went, apd the Government hss no right to
withhoid or neglect it. It is not perceived
that in giving it there ic any coercion, any
conquest or subjugarion, in any just sense of
the terms.

The Constitution provides, and all the States
have accepted the provision, that the United
States shall guaranty to every State in this
Union a republican form of Goverament. But
if a State may lawfully go out of the Union,
having dove 80, it may also disoard the repub-
lican form of Government, so that, to prevount
its going out, it is all indispensable to use
every means to the end of maintaining the
guarantee. When an end is lawful and ob-
ligatory the indispensable mcans to obtain it
are also lawful and obligatory.

It was with the deepest regret that the Exe-
cutive found the duty of employing the war.
power, in defence of the Government forced
opoo him. le could but perform this duty
or surrender the existence of the Government.
No compromise by publie servants could in'this
case be made. Not thet compromises are not
often proper, but that no popular government
oan long survive a marked precedent, that
those who carry an election can ooly save the
Goveroment from immediate destrustion by
giviog up the wain pownt apon which the pen-
ple gave the election, The people themselves,
and not their servaots, can safely reverse their
own deliberate decisions. As a private citizen
the Executive could not have consented that
theso institations shall perish; much lees could
he in betrayal of so vast and &0 sacred a trust
as these free people kad confided ic him.

Ha felt that he had yo moral right to shrink,
oor even to count the chsnces of his owa life
ic what might follow. In full view of his
great responsibility, be bas, so far, done what
he has deemed bis duty. You will new, aceor-
eording !0 yourown judgement, perforwm yours,
He sincerely hopes that your actions may o
accord with bis as to assare all faithfu! eiti-
zens who have been disturbed jn thair rights
of acertain and speedy resioratiog io them
under the Constiturion sad the laws.

And beving thus chosen our evurse, without
guile and with pure purposs, lot us resnw oul
trust 10 God, and go forward witiont feir, snd

iwpressive iliu-tration. No large an army as
the Goverument has pow oo foos was never be-

with maniy hoarts. ABRAZAM LANCOUN.
July 4, 1861.




